
Week One 

Hope 

God Never Makes a Promise that He Doesn’t Keep!  

Light the 1st Purple Candle 

(Sat., Sun. or Mon. Nov. 26, 27, or 28) 

 

Preparation: Have a Bible with slips of paper with the following references written on them 

then placed at the appropriate place in the Bible: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, John 3:16, 1 Corinthians 15:3. 

Allow your older Elementary child/children or Youth student(s) to read the verses each night. 

Select a ring to place in your nativity at the end of today’s family worship. 

 

 Before reading:  Light the 1st purple candle. This week we focus on the hope we have as we 

“wait” for Christ to come and the hope we have knowing that God keeps all of his promises. 

Explain to children that there are 2 parts to the Bible.  The Old Testament and the New 

Testament.  The Old Testament teaches us things about God before Jesus was born as a man 

and the New Testament teaches us about God when Jesus was living as a man on the Earth.  

Ask if Isaiah is in the Old Testament or the New Testament. (Old) Let your family know that 

this verse was promising that one day Jesus will be born which gave hope to the people. 

 

Read Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

Allow your older elementary child/children, youth, or college student(s) to read the verses. 

Share and Discuss 

We encourage Dad to be the facilitator and leader of this time if he is at home. 
     

 Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, Isaiah told people about His birth.  Isaiah was a prophet who 

told God’s message to His people during the Old Testament time.  God’s words to Isaiah are in the 

Bible and we can still read them today. 

     What was Isaiah’s message?  (allow for responses) God promised to send His Son, who would be 

our Savior, a light in a world dark with sin. Just like our candle brings light to this dark room. (turn off 

the lights) Whom was God going to send?  (allow for responses) Jesus! Isaiah called Him Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

     What do we need saving from? (allow for responses) We need saving from the punishment of our 

sins. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23   Why do we need a Savior? 

(allow for responses) So we can be forgiven of our sins and live with God forever. What is sin? (allow 

for responses) Anything we do, say, or think, that does not obey God or give glory to Him.  Can you 

give me some examples of sin?  (Don’t call children out on sins in their lives at this point, just allow 

them to share.) 

     Read Isaiah 42:6-7 In these verses God calls Jesus a covenant.  In Old Testament times, people 

entered into a covenant when they made an agreement or promise to help each other.  Two people 

made a promise to each other by exchanging something of value such as a coat, a staff, or a ring.  

Today we make commitments or promises by exchanging rings in marriage, by shaking hands, or by 

signing a paper.  The pledge shows you are serious about your commitment. 

How is Jesus the covenant pledge to God’s promise? (allow for responses) We are sinners, and God 

knew that we would never be able to live a sinless holy life and that we would have to be punished for 

our sins.  God wants us to be able to live with Him forever, so he sent Jesus to pay the price for our sins 

(John 3:16, 1 Corinthians 15:3).  God kept His covenant promise through Jesus’ death and resurrection 



(coming back to life).  Because of Jesus, everyone who chooses to believe in Jesus as their Savior and 

Lord and asks Him to forgive them of their sins, will live eternally with God.  (1 John 1:8-10) Close in 

prayer thanking God for sharing and keeping His promise of a Savior. Place a ring in your nativity 

to be a reminder that God wants us to be eternally bound to Him in love through Jesus. 

 

 

Week One Family Activity 

 

Add these items to your tree or look for ornaments already on your tree that match these shapes 

and discuss how they can help you think about Jesus every time you look at the Christmas tree.   

 

If you would rather, you can cut out a Christmas tree from green paper and stick it to the 

kitchen door or in your child’s room for their own tree. 

 

The tree 

It is an evergreen.  It always stays green, even in the winter.  This reminds us that Jesus is alive 

and will always love us. 

The lights 

Jesus is the light of the world.  He can show the way out of living in the darkness of our sins. 

Ball Ornaments 

God created the world. 

The Snowflake 

Every snowflake is different, just like God created every person uniquely because he every 

person is special to Him. 

The Angel 

We can remember the angels that told the shepherds about Jesus’ birth. 

The Sheep and Candy Cane 

The candy cane looks like the staff that a shepherd uses when he takes care of his sheep.  They 

can remind us of the shepherds that went to see baby Jesus.  The Bible also calls Jesus our Good 

Shepherd because he takes care of us. 

The Bell 

Bells make beautiful sounds, just like we do when we sing praises to God. 

The round ball ornaments 

They remind us of the word God created. 

The Star 

This reminds of the star in the sky that the Wise Men followed to find Jesus and worship Him.   

Presents Under the Tree 

They can remind us that God gave us the gift of Jesus and that is why we celebrate Christmas. 
 

 

 

 

 



       

 

Week One Activity 

Cut these images out to 

hang on your tree or 

your child’s construction 

paper tree. 



  

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 



Week One 

(optional: for use as your 2nd night of family worship) 

Hope 

God Never Makes a Promise that He Doesn’t Keep!  

Light the 1st Purple Candle 

(Nov. 29, 30, Dec. 1, or 2) 

 

Preparation: Have a Bible with slips of paper with the following references written on them 

then placed at the appropriate place in the Bible: Hebrew 6:12-19, Psalm 89:3-4 [If you have 

older children also look up, Luke 1:68-80 and Hebrews 9:11-28], Isaiah 9:6-7, Genesis 9:11-

14, Galatians 4:4-7, John 17:2-3, and Matthew 28:20. Allow your older Elementary 

child/children or Youth student(s) to read the verses each night 

 

Before Reading:   Light the 1st purple candle.  Remind children we are celebrating and 

remembering God’s promise of hope through sending Jesus to be born as a man, live on Earth 

and forgive us of our sins. 

Read Hebrews 6:12-19 

Allow your older elementary child/children, youth, or college student(s) to read the verses. 

Share and Discuss 

We encourage Dad to be the facilitator and leader of this time if he is at home. 
 

     Promises are important to God – He never breaks a promise.  We find God’s promises to us in many 

places in the Bible.  They are an anchor for our souls, firm and secure. The Bible says that God 

promises to stay in ‘an everlasting covenant’ with us.  That means God’s promises will last forever. 

Read Psalm 89:3-4 (If you have older elementary, youth, or college also read Luke 1:68-80 and 

Hebrews 9:11-28). 

     Jesus is the answer to God’s most important promise-the promise to send a Savior.  Jesus is God’s 

perfect Son who died and rose again to conquer sin. 

     What is a promise?  (allow for responses) A promise is a pledge or an oath to do something for 

someone else, no matter what.  What does it mean to make a covenant promise?  A covenant promise is 

an agreement between two people-it is a pledge from one person to another.  Each says to the other “I 

will do it, no matter what!”  It is believing something will happen even before it does. 

     Have you ever had to wait for a promise to come true? (allow for responses and examples) Was it 

worth it? (allow for responses) God’s people waited a long time for some of God’s promises to be 

fulfilled.  The prophet Isaiah told God’s people that He would someday send a Savior to them. Read 

Isaiah 9:6-7.  Isaiah taught about Jesus hundreds of years before the Savior actually came to Earth.  

God’s people looked forward to seeing the answer to that promise year after year, until, one day, it 

finally happened. 

    What does it mean to keep a promise? (allow for responses) It means to do whatever it is you agreed 

to do. Can you talk about a time it was hard for you to keep a promise? (allow for responses) Why is it 

important to keep our promises? (allow for responses) The Bible warns against making oaths or 

promises that we cannot or do not want to keep.  God wants us to be like Him, dependable and faithful 

in our promises.  We thank God for His forgiveness each time we fail and we ask for God’s help and 

wisdom in knowing how to keep our promises to each other.   

     What is your favorite promise from God? (allow for responses) What makes it special to you? (allow 

for responses) Let’s look at some of God’s promises.  Read Genesis 9:11-14, we see that the rainbow is 

a sign of God’s promise to never flood the whole earth again.  Read Galatians 4:4-7, God promised to 



send His Son Jesus to be our Savior.  Read John 17:2-3, in these verses we learn about His promise to 

give people who believe and trust in Jesus eternal life.  Read Matthew 28:20, Jesus Himself promised 

to never leave people who believe and trust in Him.  Close in prayer allowing each family member 

time to thank God for keeping His promise to send a Savior and also for whatever promise they 

liked.  (Help younger children choose another promise if they do not have one.) 

 

Here is a list of some of the promises of God for further discussion with your youth or college 

students or as a couple. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.  
2 Corinthians 6:18 I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters. 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Praise be to the God...of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.  
2 Corinthians 12:9 My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.  
2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of 
him.  
 2 Samuel 14:14 God does not take away life; instead, he devises ways so that a banished person may not 
remain estranged from him 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 We do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the 
rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will 
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  
 1 Thessalonians 4:3 It is God's will that you should be holy.  
1 Thessalonians 3:3 The Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.  
 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice 
of the Archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be 
with the Lord forever. 
 1 Corinthians 3:8-9 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 
rewarded according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 
are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.   
1 John 2:23 Whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 
1 John 3:2 We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
 1 John 5:11-12 God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who 
does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
1 John 5:14-15 If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us - 
whatever we ask - we know that we have what we asked of him. 
 1 John 5:18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps 
him safe, and the evil one does not touch him.  
1 Peter 1:3-5 In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade - kept in heaven for you who 
through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 
1 Peter 3:12 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer. 
1 Peter 5:10 The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 


