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1.  A young Jimmy Lee is a target for derision by his classmates.  Despite all the anti-bullying 
campaigns, have things really changed that much in the US?  Are the poorest and most 
vulnerable still at risk? 
 
2.  Miss Singletary gives Jimmy Lee a second chance to keep him eligible for football.  Do 
teachers have a moral obligation to give a student like Jimmy a chance to remain eligible for 
athletics when they fail in the classroom?  Would Jimmy have gotten the same consideration if 
he had not been an athlete?  Should sports play such a prominent role in our schools? 
 
3.  Jimmy Lee discovers the joy of reading when he ventures into the attic, finds the old steamer 
trunk full of books, and begins reading the Hardy Boys book.  Can you remember a book that 
changed your life?  Can you remember a specific book that reinvigorated your love for the 
written word? 
 
4.  Early in the book, Jimmy does not care for his brother Edgel and says, “I believe that prison 
might be the ideal place for him.”  This changes the day Jimmy Lee comes home with the essay 
medal and Edgel tells him it’s a ticket out of Vinton County.  Discuss how this relationship grew 
and helped to transform both boys.  Were you surprised by Edgel’s transformation? 
 
5.  Miss Singletary takes extraordinary steps to help Jimmy Lee.  Would most teachers extend 
themselves to that degree, particularly when a colleague is pushing to have him stripped of the 
prize?  Did you have a Miss Singletary in your life? 
 
6.  What would have happened to Jimmy Lee if there had been no Amanda Singletary and 
Coach Battershell in his life? 
 
7.  How did you feel when you learned what happened to Jimmy Lee’s secret stash of money?  
Were you surprised? 
 
8.  Jimmy Lee’s mother is a sympathetic character early in the book.  How do you feel about her 
as the novel progresses? 
 
9.  We all went to high school with someone like Jimmy Lee.  What became of the star athletes 
from your high school?  Why do so many former high school stars fail to grow beyond their 
glory days? 
 
10.  How do you envision Edgel’s life after the novel ends?  What does his future hold? 


