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As the calendar brings us around to the month of March was thinking about St. Parick’s Day
coming on the 17th. Lent might be a more expected theme, but my thoughts were sailing beyond that to the Emerald Isle!
St. Patrick has long been a source of inspiration to me. Far from focusing on the celebratory
nature of the day assigned to him, I have seriously long considered him a particularly inspiring
character in the history of the Christian Church.
Not a whole lot is known about this man, but what we do know lifts him out of the realm of
the ordinary. Kidnapped as a lad in Scotland, he was enslaved in Ireland. After several years ‘
enslavement he escaped back to Britain, but ultimately ended up returning to Ireland. After
being ordained in the ministry of Jesus Christ, he returned to those who had enslaved him. He
wanted to bring them the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that is exactly what he did. The results
of his ministry reverberate down to our own day and age.
Though the story of him casting out the snakes from Ireland lies squarely in the realm of
mythic legend, in a very real way St. Patrick cast out the serpent of demonic darkness by
bringing the light of salvation in Jesus Christ, and to me that is the great message of his story.
In our own day and age there are plenty of examples of the work of that old serpent, the devil. Our own day and age has at least as much spiritual enslavement as long ago. St. Patrick
lived in the midst of what is sometimes called the Dark Ages, but our present day and age is
giving the 5th century some competition for that title, isn’t it? And things could get darker yet
in many places.
Things can also get brighter, and that is the lesson I see in the life of people like Patrick. Jesus
said, “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a cellar or under a basket. Instead he sets it on a
lampstand, so those who enter can see the light.” (Luke 11:33)
If we, as the people of LCOS, are known for anything, we want it to be this message. As Isaiah
said, “Arise! Shine! For your Light is come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you...Nations
will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” (Isaiah 60:1&3)
It is worth celebrating - in the midst of Lent - the message of St. Patrick’s life. One person can
make a difference. That’s what this wonderful Jesus of Nazareth can do in the 21st century,
every bit as much as he did in the 5th century.
“In Him was life and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:4&5)
And all God’s people say, “Amen! Shine, Jesus, shine!”
Pastor Paul
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THANK YOU From the Gardenhour family to my LCOS family, I wish to thank you for the beautiful memorial service for Al, and for the outstanding luncheon that followed. When I first headed up the committee years ago, I soon found out what a big job it was and invited Shirley Nester’s help. Today we have her results. Now in her health needs, Kathi Payne took on the big
commitment for Al’s luncheon. Parishioners needed to be called for food, buffet tables needed
to be set up, and then, at the end, the clean-up crew, including dish washers took over. My
friends from other church denominations in town couldn’t get over our beautiful set up and how
many volunteers it took to make it special for the family. In one week towards the end of January there were two funerals, and it took the work of many volunteers to make it all happen. How
blessed all member of LCOS are to have this dedication of their service. We are family. Your
beautiful cards and advice are most appreciated. -Doris Gardenhour
THANK YOU to everyone for your prayers, cards, visits and calls during my recent illness and
hospitalization. It was all very much appreciated. –Millie Howerton
DEAR LCOS CONGREGATION After Hank’s head injury due to a blackout about 3 weeks ago
we were given so much support from so many of you. Many calls, offers to help, prayer cards
and visits above and beyond belief came. Your love and support are so appreciated. We know
our church is our family. We were blessed that he was not driving when this incident occurred. I
believe God was with him at that time. -Bev Andrion
THANK YOU Thank you to everyone for your prayers, well-wishes, cards, calls and beautiful
flowers during my recent surgery and recovery. It was all so very much appreciated, and it was
very uplifting. I feel very blessed for all of your thoughtfulness, -Terri Tomlin
DEAR LCOS: Thank you for the prayer shawl, flowers and, most importantly, for your prayers.
I found the card with the handwritten note so meaningful that I have included it in my daily
prayers. I feel fortunate to be a part of the LCOS family. Many thanks also for the cards and
calls—they were greatly appreciated. –Marie Schneck
BROTHERS AND SISTER OF LCOS: Yesterday’s memorial service was wonderful. Pastor
Paul did a wonderful Eulogy, and my youngest brother added his 2 cents also. Many, many loving hands went into cooking, serving, as well as setup and clean-up. The food was delicious,
as always. I know Mom was looking down on all of us and smiling with all of her sisters and
brothers at LCOS. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. Love to all – Marilyn Davis and family. (P.S. I also want to thank you for all the cards and well-wishes we received before and after
January 19th.)
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THE STEWARDSHIP OF OUR SPIRITS: A LENTEN EMPHASIS
Modern life doesn't lend itself to times of quiet meditation and prayer. What with radio
and TV, computers and cell phones, email, Facebook, and Twitter, our days are filled with
distractions from our rising in the morning until retiring at night. As a result, we find less and
less time to nourish our spirits through prayerful meditation on God's Word. As a result, we
are in many ways, as the well-known hymn verse suggests, “rich in things and poor in soul,”
.
Our challenge, then, is to recognize that our stewardship as Christ's disciples includes
not only stewardship of time, talent and treasure, but stewardship of our spirits. St. Peter in
his second letter exhorts us: “But grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”(2 Peter 3:18). And St. Paul in Colossians 1:9-10 writes: “We continually ask God to
fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit
gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing
fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,”
To encourage us all to grow spiritually, the Board of Stewardship is offering before
each of our midweek Lenten services a brief time for spiritual meditation and prayer centered
in God's Word. This time will occur just prior to our midweek Lenten services beginning on
Ash Wednesday, March 1st, from 6:30 P.M. Till 6:55 P.M. If you plan to attend the soup &
salad suppers, you may simply end your conversations in the fellowship hall at 6:30 and
come to the sanctuary. Or, if you are not at the supper but plan to attend the service, you
may simply come 30 minutes early for this time of meditation and prayer.
As you enter, you will be offered a list of Bible passages to reflect on with a suggested
approach to your reflection. Your reflections will no doubt give birth to prayers. But additionally, you will be given some prayers to guide your praying. These resources will also include
a brief summary of the so-called Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) attributed to St. Benedict
that is offered as a guide to reflecting on the Bible passages and to praying.
We also hope to have very soft meditative spiritual music playing in the background to
set a mood for mediation and prayer.
It is our prayer that this Lenten spiritual exercise will help members grow their spirits
and begin to develop a spiritual discipline for continued growth beyond this Lenten season.
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Parish Nurse
GLAUCOMA: THE SILENT THIEF OF SIGHT
For those believing they only need an eye exam when their present contact or
glass prescription is failing them PLEASE think again. Regular eye exams are
critical to maintain healthy eyes.
Glaucoma is an insidious thief and if left untreated will steal all your sight. BUT it can be
stopped and even prevented. Without an in depth explanation most understand glaucoma
is a result of increased pressure in the eye. The test for glaucoma is painless and short.
Chronic open-angle glaucoma accounts for 70-90% of all glaucoma diagnoses. In early
stages there are usually no symptoms. As it progresses symptoms may include tired or watery eyes, halos around lights or pain around the eyes. Often there are no symptoms until
central vision becomes poor.
Acute closed-angle glaucoma accounts for 10% of glaucoma diagnoses in the US. Primarily in the elderly. Sudden onset of blurred vision, nausea and vomiting is a TRUE emergency.
Early diagnosis is most important with regular eye exams after the age of 40. More
about our precious eyes in April!

SAND DOLLARS will meet on March 28 at 10 AM in the Sanctuary. Our program for the month
will be presented by Richard Leister. He will be here to tell us about his recent mission trip to
Guatemala. We will be conducting the Ingathering for the Spring Rally. A list of items we are collecting will be published in the Sunday bulletins, so keep a watch for that. We look forward to
seeing you all there!

DAILY HOUSEHOLD ITEMS NEEDED AT THE IMMANUEL SHELTER
It could be said that the Immanuel Shelter is having a positive season.
The word is out that the shelter is safe, comfortable and run by kind, caring staff and board members.
The Board has done a good job of making it known to the community
that a homeless shelter is needed and one is available in the Rehoboth
Beach/Lewes area. The number of guests each night often exceeds 30 (the Shelter’s maximum) and one night 45 people were accommodated. When the maximum is exceeded, people
are sent to a nearby motel (four to a room) at a negotiated reduced rate.
The Shelter uses a high volume of household items, such as paper and cleaning products.
During the month of March, LCOS will collect contributions of the following; tissues, toilet paper, paper towels, table napkins, 1 gallon and 1 quart Ziploc bags, and extra-large trash bags.
The cleaning products needed are dish soap, liquid laundry detergent, fabric softener sheets,
disinfecting surface wipes and family-size hand sanitizer. Several shelf stable food items are
needed: large size of coffee, powdered drinks, sugar and hot sauce. Donations can be placed
in the basket near the mailboxes. Any questions? Please ask Linda Crawford, Carole Peterson
or Patti Brown, members of the Social Ministry Committee.
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LCOS SPIRITUALITY GROUP
There's still time to join this new group! We are exploring the topic
of spirituality through a book discussion, learning about and practicing various spiritual disciplines, and sharing our faith journeys
with each other. We meet once a month on the 4th Wednesday
from 11:30am-12:30pm. Our next meeting will be March 29. If
you'd like to join, see Sister Deb to get your materials and you'll be
all set!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join us as we take a closer look at the topic of
miracles, specifically the miracles of Jesus in
the New Testament. We meet on the first and
third Tuesdays of each month at 10am in the
church library. You’re always welcome to attend!

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY
During the 9:45am hour, we are working our way
through the 12 books of the Minor Prophets.
Their message of repentance and God’s great
love for His people are as important to us today
as they were to people over 2,000 years ago.
Join us!

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
This year we are adding a new service to the Lenten mix—a Wednesday Noon service for
those prefer to not drive after dark, as well as for those for whom a lunchtime service better
fits their schedule. The service has been adapted from the Daily Office of Midday Prayer,
and includes prayer, scripture, a brief homily, and some hymns. Our goal in adding this service is to make the journey of Lent accessible for more people.
We are also continuing the tradition of a light soup & salad supper at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday evenings. There are sign up sheets in the Sunday bulletins if you
would like to contribute a pot of soup or a dessert to this weekly fellowship offering.
The midweek evening service for Lent (held at 7 PM) has been adapted from the Daily Office of Compline, and includes prayers, scripture, hymns, and monologues. The monologues will be offered by some of your fellow LCOS members who will be speaking as figures in the life of Christ.
All are welcome
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LUTHERAN CHURCH of OUR SAVIOR COUNCIL MINUTES for JANUARY 16, 2017
For Approval on February 13, 2017
Al D’Annunzio called the meeting to order at 6:01. Opening prayer and devotion was provided by Pastor Paul.
Present: Todd Lennox, Jim McClain, Pastor Bob Mordhorst, Gary Kreitzer, Donna Egolf,
Renee Bennett, Melonie Ettinger, Lou Jones, Al D’Annunzio, Dick Steinle, and Pastor Paul.
Absent: Shirley Fleegle, Doug Popham, Sister Deb Lennox, Patti Brown, and Jerry Birl
Review and Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the December 12, 2016 meeting were
reviewed. A motion was made by Gary Kreitzer and seconded by Lou Jones to accept the
minutes as reviewed. All were in favor. Motion passed. The minutes are posted on the Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall.
Shared Ministry Review and Preview
Board of Congregational Life: Submitted by Todd Lennox
No meeting month of December. Todd did report at Council he would like to have a St. Patrick’s Day dinner, plus three other fundraisers during the year.

Council Meeting Minutes January 16, 2017

Board of Education: Submitted by Renee Bennett
No meeting was held in December
Board of Elders: Submitted by Lou Jones
No meeting was held in December
Board of Property: Submitted by Jim McClain
No meeting was held in December
Board of Social Ministry: Submitted by Carole Peterson
No meeting was held in December
Board of Stewardship: Submitted by Pastor Bob Mordhorst
Board of Worship: Submitted by Donna Egolf
No meeting was held on December
Pastor’s Report
Christmas/New Year's events & services were great & I felt blessed to be a part of it.
Starting a new round of home visits as the New Year begins. Several of our people are
particularly ill right now.
Confirmation class resumes this month studying the Apostles' Creed.
Looking forward to the upcoming Leadership Retreat.
Already discussing Lenten themes, services, & activities. (Ash Wednesday is March 1st).
Deaconess Report
Meetings attended: Sand Dollars, Book Club, Prayer Shawls, and Council.
-Women's Advent Retreat 12/3 (28 in attendance) -Fair Trade Fair 12/3 & 12/4
-Facilitated Online Advent Bible Study (62 participants)
-Facilitated ESL Planning and Visioning Meeting
-Arranged for bus trip to Winterthur museum (27 in attendance)
-Worship Assistant for Advent services
-Developed Advent, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day & New Year's Day services
-Worship Assistant 12/24 & 25 (4 services)
-Adult Sunday school 12/4, 11, & 18
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Upcoming:
-Spirituality group
-Women's Ministry Planning -LCOS Council Retreat
iNeighborhood follow up

Old Business
The status of the ESL program was discussed at this point. Al D’Annunzio reported three
LCOS members have volunteered to be on the Board: Art Payne, Lois Shoemaker, and Bob
Murray.
Council Retreat – Al D’Annunzio reported the Council Retreat would be postponed because
Al Gardenhour’s Memorial service will be held Saturday, January 28th. A new date will be
chosen.
New Business
Pr. Paul’s Report: In addition to his written report, Pastor Paul said that he would like to start
having a noon service during Lent, in addition to the 7 PM service. The noon service would
be a shorter version of the 7 PM service. Pr. Paul would like to use monologues/chancel
dramas at the 7 PM service.
A motion was made by Donna Egolf and seconded by Todd Lennox to start a noon service
during Lent. All were in favor. Motion passed.
Pastor Paul also requested that we consider going to two services on Sundays instead of
three. He would like to get more involved with teaching on Sundays. After discussion, Al
D’Annunzio asked Donna Egolf to put together a survey for the congregation. She said that
she would do that. More discussion at the next council meeting.
Fund Raising Efforts
Sand Dollars: Al D’Annunzio reported that there will be a fundraiser for the Sand Dollars at
Jakes Restaurant on the 3rd Sunday in February.
Respectively Submitted:

Mel Ettinger and Shirley Fleegle, Recording Secretary
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Financial Review
Financial Secretary’s Report: Submitted by Dick Steinle
GF Weekly Goal
$9,500.00
Average GF Received Weekly
$10,457.27
Designated Funds
$9,018.39
Memorial Funds
$975.00
Monthly Total:
$51,822.46
Attendance for Month:
8 AM: 250 Praise: 351 1115 AM: 394
Attendance for Month for Adult Education (MBS): 25
Total Attendance for Month: 1079.

Those Who Serve - March 2017
Mar-05
Mar-12
Mar-19
Mar-26

Worship Assistants
8:00 Pat Campbell-White & Lou Jones
11:15 Pat Campbell- White & Larry Purdy
8:00 Deb Lennox & Lou Jjones
11:15 Mel Ettinger & Marcia Pokoyski

Mar-05
Mar-12
Mar-19
Mar-26

Crucifers
11:15 Marcia Pokoyski
8:00 Lou Jones
11:15 Marge Kunkle
8:00 Pat Campbell-White
Altar Care
Mar-05 Carol Baker
Mar-12 Carol Baker
Mar-19 Hester Chinchar
Mar-26 Marcia Pokoyski

Mar-05

Mar-12

Mar-19

Mar-26

Mar-05
Mar-12

Acolyte
Mar-05
Mar-12
Mar-19
Mar-26

8:00
11:15 Conor Tomlin
8:00 Madeline Sekscinski
11:15 Christopher Dean

Mar-19
Mar-26

Readers
8:00 Lou Jones
9:45 Donna Egolf
11:15 Meldene Gruber
8:00 Bob Smith
9:45 Cindy McClain
11:15 Lloyd Wismer
8:00 Bill Noweck
9:45 Lois Shoemaker
11:15 Beverly Orledge-Tridente
8:00 Jerry Birl
9:45 Warren Strouse
11:15 Lila Mordhorst
Ushers
8:00 Jim & Shirley Fleegle
11:15 Andy & Beckie Mollura
8:00 Ken & Judy Steinmann
11:15 Marge & Jim Kunkle
8:00 Jim & Shirley Fleegle
11:15 Bill Ettinger & Fern Bennett
8:00 Mike & Ellen Grillo
11:15 Nancy Turner & Georgette Smith

For Our Prayers– March 2017
Surgery/Treatment/
Recovery
Suzanne Sanford
Cathy Lettrice
Robert C. Smith
Jim Wyatt
Kay & Francis Righter
Debbi Combs
Mildred Dallas
Jake Rietveld
Darcy Ferbee
Ed Dorsch
Jana D'Elia
Ken Istesta
Katherine Peregoy
Joe Kucinsky
Clif Collins
Jackie Landon
Anna Brown
Paula Martinez
Virginia D'Ambrosio
Phyllis Murray
Heather Desto
Jeanna Struill
Marie Schneck
Joan Hansel
Connie Knollinger

Joyce Brown
Randy Egolf
Jay Fleegle
Theodore Lynam
Cancer
Brooke Steinle
Candy Todd
Francis Heck III
Carol Maneckshaw
Chuck Saponski
Bradley Egolf
Anita Simmons
Duwayne Pemper
Todd Conn
Nancy Mann
Jim Brittingham
Matthew Schmale
Sharon Rice
Anna Brown
Ed Rickenbach
Mary Louise Anderson
Melly Adams
Richard Leister
Diane Peregoy
Gary Hoopes
Joseph Bednarek
Margaret Doyle

Valerie Carcich
Tom Grundman
Ruth Saxton
Mickey Price
Carrie Reed
Perry Hairsine
Bob Essig
Tricia Kreitzer
Shirley Nester
Betty Warkin
Bonnie Flores
Mike Statland
Jack Anderson
Tom King
Shirley Schirk
Elaine Mikula
Roe Coppola
Tom Mann
Mike Marinelli
Sharon Smith
Armed Forces
Richard Ashton
Robert Ashton
Brandon Bartlett
Ryan Botts
Taylor Botts
Robert Canario
Joey DeComo

Jeffrey Fleegle
John Gellert
Matthew Hubbard
Ben Johnson
Cody Johnson
Brad Leary
Davonte Lilly
Dan Lorenz
Cameron Malone
Franklin Messick
Shawn Morgan
Matthew Murray
Josh Tomlin
Shut-Ins
Melly & Linus Adams
Jean Bitting
Kris Dorka
Deanna Haines
Ron Johnson
Eleanor Kardash
Carole Garwood
Judy Barton
Nancy Friedl
Tom Olsen
Wazi Wojszwillo
Etta Thornton

