
 
January 1st.  The very date brings thoughts of new beginnings.  It speaks of expectancy and also 
of an uncertainty.  The day is a holiday that in a sense, celebrates we know not what.  December 
25th celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.  July 4th celebrates the birth of a nation.  But, in a 
sense, we don’t know what we are celebrating on the 1st of January.  But we are celebrating the 
beginning of whatever it is.   
 
In New Year’s resolutions we attempt to persuade ourselves that we have control over what will 
follow.  What does it mean, then, if a New Year’s resolution is unsuccessful?  And we all know 
that New Year’s resolutions have a notorious history of not being kept.  Well, at least that is my 
experience.  Perhaps you have had better results.  But either way, a hope of controlling the fu-
ture is bound to end in disappointment.  Our control of 2019 is as uncertain as any of the years 
that have gone before. 
 
For a child of God this uncertainty about the future is as real as for anybody else.  But, for the 
child of God, this situation does not have to be cause for anxiety, and certainly not a cause for 
fear.  The child of God has been empowered to look at the calendar differently than those who 
have no relationship with God.  The child of God can, in fact, look at the calendar with a good 
measure of anticipation. 
 
  “All the days ordained for me  were 
  written in your book before one of  
  them came to be.”  (Psalm 139:16) 
 
I know people who like to read the final chapter of a book first so that they know whether they 
really want to read the whole book or not.  I’ve done that myself a few times.  But this cannot be 
done with the book of our lives.  The Lord has chosen to reveal life to us one day at a time.  But 
the Good News is He has also promised to reveal His power to us each day as well.  He reveals 
His love and mercy, too, day by day.  The words of Jeremiah in Lamentations (3:22-23):  “The 
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; Great is your faithfulness! 

 
So as we celebrate the birth of a new year we celebrate because of our new birth in Christ.  We 
are now hidden in Christ, in His life which we can now live.  And this life in Christ will outlast all 
calendars. 
                                                                                                                      Continued on next page 
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In 1939, at the beginning of World War II, King George VI, father of the present queen of Eng-
land, shared words in his Christmas broadcast that year that were encouraging and still re-
membered.  It was a poem by a lady named Minnie Haskins and was known as “The Gate of 
the Year.”  It speaks of the faith that sustained those people then and will sustain us now.  The 
poem concludes: 

 And I said to the man at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

 And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.  That shall be to you better 
than light and safer than a known way.” 

 

2019 is in God’s hands.  And so are we.  And that is a very good place to be.   

 

Blessed New Year to you. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Paul 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who came to bid me farewell on December 2nd. I really ap-
preciate all the cards; I read every one of them with a full heart. Thank you also for 
the gifts; whether it was chocolate, money, or a gift card, I really appreciated it! You 
have always been so generous to me. I miss you all, and pray for you every day. 

Kelley Mallon 
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Security System Update 

The door contractor examined the rear Fellowship Hall door last week because 
it was consistently failing to close completely and lock.  The contractor recom-
mended the door be refurbished and will send an estimate to Jim McClalin.  The 
door’s fob reader has been deactivated and will be reactivated when the work is 
finished.  Access can be gained into the church from the rear parking lot through 
the Education Building door.  The rear Fellowship Hall door can be used to exit 
the building in the event of an emergency. 

 

REMEMBER 

 

Attach your fob to a key ring, if you haven’t done so already. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are responsible for a special event when certain exterior  doors need to 
be unlocked, contact Andy Mollura (amollura@verizon.net, 302-703-2074). 

 

 

Please do not prop open any exterior doors. 

 

 

 

Sound System Update 

So Far we have collected $1,575.00. 

mailto:amollura@verizon.net
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CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY CHRISTIAN DINNER 

A big thank you to the Congregational Life Committee and Big Fish for a fabulous 
dinner.  Great food and great fellowship had by all. 
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Year-End Contribution Statements 

2018 Year-End Statements will be mailed to your home mid-January. 

 

I.T. Help Needed 

Looking for someone with experience in networking to help 
clean up the spaghetti wires that we have in the Finance De-
partment.  Please call Susan Boyajian at 302-227-3066  

or email lcosoffice@yahoo.com. 

The Sand Dollars will meet on Tuesday, January 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in the sanctu-
ary.  Jill Hicks from Compassionate Friends, the Lighthouse Chapter will present 
the program.  A Sunshine Basket will be passed for donations to the Lighthouse 
Chapter.   

 

The Sand Dollars will be hosting their 3rd annual Pork and Sauerkraut Dinner on 
Saturday January 12, 2019 from 4-7pm. The menu consists of pork, sauerkraut, 
mashed potatoes, carrots, applesauce, bread, dessert and beverage at the cost 
$15 per person.  Thanks to Thrivent for startup funds Sand Dollars hopes to raise 
funds for SED students in pastoral education and care packages for our current 
LCOS college students.  Signup by filling out the flyer in the bulletin or by con-
tacting Pat DAnnunzio at 302-542-2635. We hope you will come out and support 
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Columbarium LCOS is looking into the 
placement of a columbarium on church 
property for the interment of loved ones 
of our church family. Anyone interested in 
this project can call Rich Kresge at 302-
278-5466. 

LCOS Shepherds 

The first of 4 quarterly meetings will be held Wednes-
day, January 16, at 10:30 am.  We will gather for a brief 
devotion and bring our Shepherd’s records up to date 
as well as recommit ourselves to this vital ministry here 
in our faith family.  All interested members are welcome 
to join us and explore if this is a way you might like to 
serve your fellow congregants. 

Note of Thanks 
I, Kathi, and my sisters wish to offer our thanks and sincere gratitude to you my congre-

gational family for your cards, prayers, and condolences at the passing of my younger 

brother John.  John was in poor health the past eight years and in significant decline this 

past year.  In that time he was on and off the prayer list.  He would have some recovery 

over the past years but never enough to fully regain his health. After a series of crises 

this past year, John chose to enter hospice in mid-November.  He passed away peacefully 

on December 12th.  During his last few weeks, John and all of us were greatly comforted 

by the gift of the prayer shawl.  If a nurse moved it to the foot of the bed or a chair, he 

would ask for it.  He’d hold a piece in his hand and pray silently by himself or with us. I 

explained to him the prayer shawl came from the church and the prayers of those that 

made it were for him.  At his passing, I know and believe his spiritual body is healed and 

his mind is whole.  I take comfort in this and that my brothers and sisters in Christ at 

LCOS are there for us at this time. Thank you all.  Art, Kathi, Mary, Theresa and Marjorie.   
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Call Committee  
  

 

UPDATE 

One nomination was received from the congregation—The Reverend James D. 
Buckman.  The nomination was forwarded to the Southeastern District with the 
LCOS Profile.  Unfortunately, Pastor Buckman is not available to receive a call. 

The Call Committee has received and reviewed information forms on pastor candi-
dates sent by the Southeastern District.  Skype interviews are scheduled for January 
10, 17th and 24th.  Following the interviews, the committee will: 

· Identify the top candidates 

· Hold a special congregation meeting 

· Provide biographical information to the congregation on each of the top candi-
dates 

· Field questions 

 The top candidates will be invited to separate “meet and greet” open-house events 
at the church to allow members an opportunity to visit and informally speak with 
the candidates, their spouses and their families. 

 

The Call Committee asks the congregation to continue to pray for the call process, 
candidates, church and committee. 
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                 FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 
 
 
 
Each Sunday 4 or 5 women make coffee, bring food and set up Coffee Hour. 
They are a determined group who want friends, acquaintances and newcom-
ers to gather between the services for coffee, a bite to eat and an opportunity 
to talk.  The Congregational Life committee encourages others to host Cof-
fee Hour or bring food to be served. There is a sign-up sheet at the kitchen 
window. A list of What To Bring is with the sign-up sheet. A Congregational 
Life Committee member can assist the first time you offer Fellowship Coffee 
Hour.  
 
What is involved with hosting? Food and coffee are available from 8:45 to 
10:30. Simple breakfast foods and snacks are served such as bagels and 
cream cheese, coffee cake, donuts, quick breads, fruit, hard boiled eggs and 
cheese & crackers.  Coffee is made upon arrival. Coffee and tea fixings such 
as creamer, sugar, whole milk or half & half are put out on the coffee table. 
Food is cut and placed on platters. As the food is eaten, consolidate items 
and use the dishwasher to clean serving dishes and mugs. Instructions for 
cleaning up after Fellowship Coffee Hour are posted in the kitchen.  
 
Questions? Contact Linda Crawford or talk to the ladies in the kitchen. 
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR COUNCIL MINUTES– 12/17/18  
For Approval January 21, 2019 

Al D’Annunzio called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  
Opening prayer was provided by Ken Dietel. 
Present: Lou Jones, Al D’Annunzio, Mel Ettinger, Shirley Fleegle, Renee Bennett,  
Marsha Burd, Janice Brierly, Ken Dietel, Pastor Paul, and Dick Steinle.  Mike Grillo 
attended  
as a guest. Absent: Jim McClain, Joe Parkinson, and Donna Egolf  
 
Review and Approval of Minutes: The minutes from November 19, 2018, meeting was 
reviewed. A motion was made by Lou Jones and seconded by Mel Ettinger to accept 
minutes 
 as reviewed. All were in favor. Motion carried. The minutes are posted on the Bulletin 
Board in Fellowship Hall and printed in The Voice.  
Shared Ministry Review and Preview  
Board of Congregational Life: Submitted by Linda Crawford  
December 3, 2018  
Attendance: Kathi Payne, Lois Peregoy, Gail Delmaj, Janice Brierley, Beckie Mollura, Su-
san 
Boyajian, Linda Crawford Guest: Hester Chinchar Absent: Marilyn Davis   Hester Chin-
char joined the meeting to discuss ordering fewer one-use plastic items. Stainless flat-
ware and  
paper dessert-size plates will be used during Fellowship Hour. Plastic flatware and pa-
per plates will continue to be available in the Pantry for the use of church and guest 
groups.  
Hester will investigate the price of paper plates. If the price is comparable or less, she 
will 
 order them in the future. She will continue to monitor the use of plastic flatware and 
order according to the need. The Committee members thanked Hester heartily for or-
dering paper/plastic and coffee supplies for all the congregation and groups who utilize 
the church facilities.  Staring December 9th, two Committee members will work togeth-
er to clean up Fellowship Hour starting at 10:30 a.m. The women who set up and serve 
coffee & food will be able to leave at that time.  
Plans are underway for Christmas Dinner provided by Big Fish, Advent Soup & Salad 
Suppers, two 90th birthdays, and two receptions to be celebrated in December. A New 
Member Reception will be held on December 30th at 9:15 a.m.  
 
Next Meeting: December 20 at 5:00 PM  
The meeting opened with a devotion and prayer by Pastor Paul.  



 
Board of Elders: Submitted by Lou Jones  
Meeting Notes: November 15, 2018  
Present: Darlene Butts, Melonie Ettinger, Bob Fellows, Sam Flores, Mike Grillo, Lou Jones, Ed 
Kovacs, Marge Kunkle, Don Moore, and Pr. Paul. Al D’Annunzio attended as a guest.  
 
I. Current Activities  
a. Pastor’s Report: Pr. Paul reported that 10 folks are attending the Adult Information Class. 
He also reported that he now has 7 students in the Confirmation Class. Pastor updated us on 
his usual activities. He recently conducted services for Jack Richter and Jean Fetterman. Pas-
tor also conducted the committal of Jack Lynch’s ashes. He has not been visiting folks in the 
past two weeks because he had a cold. However, now that he is feeling better, he will contin-
ue his visitation schedule. Pastor also reported that there has been some compromise re-
garding associate members of LRAC. We hope that this will work out for the best. b. Member 
updates: Pastor updated us on several members who are hospitalized or are having proce-
dures soon.  
II. Old Business  

a .Call Committee: Mike reported that the Call Committee has received a list of candidates.   
Pr. Nuss will call everyone on the list to make sure they want to be considered. Then, the 
Call Committee will start reviewing the information of the available candidates.  

III. New Business  
Office Administrator: We discussed Kelley Mallon’s resignation and how to proceed. Sam 

Flores and Bob Fellowes would meet with her on Friday to gather information.  
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Board of Education: Submitted by Marsha Burd  
No report submitted.  
 
Board of Property: Submitted by Jim McClain  
No report submitted. 
  
Board of Social Ministry: Submitted by Carole Peterson  
No meeting this month. 
  
Board of Stewardship: Submitted by Joe Parkinson  
Meeting centered on the Stewardship Discussion about calculations from Finance committee 
our pledges received. Next steps to address issue.  
 
Board of Worship: Submitted by Jan Effinger  
November 5, 2018  
Present: Bev Tridente, Marcia Pokoyski, Mel Ettinger, Donna Egolf and Jan Effinger  
Jan Effinger opened the meeting with prayer.  
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Donna reviewed the church schedule for October thru December. Discussion was held by mem-
bers.  
November:  Thanksgiving Eve service will be held on November 21st at 7:00 pm.  
 
December:  
December 1st outside of the church will be decorated for Christmas – 10:00 am  
December 15th inside of the church will be decorated for Christmas - 10:00 am  
The first Sunday in Advent is December 2nd.   There will be 3 Advent Wednesday services this 
year  
December 23rd – Lessons & Carols at the 11:15 service  
December 24th - Christmas Eve Services: 4 pm – Choir 7 pm- Bells 11 pm – Praise Team  
There will be no Christmas Day service due to extreme low attendance last year. However, if the 
BOW or Pastor receives many requests to hold the Christmas Day service, this decision may be 
reversed. There will be a notice placed in the Voice and Pastor will make announcements  
 
regarding Christmas Day. Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Next BOW meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, January 3rd, 2019 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Pastor’s Report  
1. Membership Information Class is completing its final session. Reception of new members 
scheduled for the 8:00 a.m. service on Sun., Dec. 30th. Fourteen (14) people are scheduled to 
join at this time (11 adults, 3 children) by transfer or profession of faith.  
2. Special thanks to Elder Ed Kovacs for leading the Confirmation Class during the Advent sea-
son.  
3. The mid-week Advent services are underway.  
4. The Christmas Eve services are scheduled for 4:00, 7:00, and 10:00 p.m. There is no service 
planned for Christmas Day this year.  
5. Visit/Shut-in Calls:  
Bob & Phyllis Murray (11/27)  
Carole Garwood (12/6)  
Doris DeFillipis (Moving to Pennsylvania this month)  
6. L.R.A.C. - the new by-laws arrangement including associate members seems to be working as 
a functional solution for participation thus far.  
7. The departure of Kelley Mallon as Parish Administrator has been bittersweet: it is hard to 
lose such a gifted & committed member of our staff, but we are happy for her that she is happy 
with her new position at her own church, St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Lewes.  
8. We are very grateful to Susan Boyajian for undertaking the duties of Parish Administrator/
Church Secretary during this transition time. She is doing an excellent job.  
9. A special 'thank-you' to the Board of Stewardship for the recent stewardship campaign lead-
ership. (Thanks also to those who shared personal testimonies during the services: Anne Johns, 
Sam Flores, and Janice Brierly.)  
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10. I officiated at the worship service at The Moorings (formerly Cadbury) Retirement 
Community on Sun., Nov. 25th.  

 

11. Congratulations to Christopher Dean -- it was a joy and privilege to be a part of his 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor (here at LCOS on December 2nd).  

12. The Circuit Meeting at St. John's in Dover was canceled for December.  

 

Board of Finance: Submitted by Bill Brown  

Meeting December 5, 2018  

MINUTES/REPORT  

Present: Ken Dietel, Dick Steinle, Maggie Arnberg, Anne Johns, Mel Ettinger, Louise 
Dasler, Joan Oeffner, and Bill Brown. Guests: Mike Grillo attended for Stewardship.  

Ken opened the meeting with prayer at 9:45 a.m. He then reported that at the Con-
gregational Annual Meeting he had planned to explain more on our financial condition 
but was unfortunately limited in time for his presentation to only 2 minutes. He pro-
vides more information on this below under New Business.  

Reports:  

Financial Secretary – Dick reviewed the receipts and attendance figures for Novem-
ber. He also reported that the Stewardship campaign pledges at this stage were 73 re-
ceived for a total of approximately $200,000 which is below expectations. The totals 
for 2018 pledges were 116 received and $277,590 total. Discussion resulted in the 
feeling that not enough focus and coordination was provided to recognize and 
“celebrate” the completion of the campaign in November. This resulted in a plan to 
add time for proper completion of the campaign by announcing at this Sunday’s ser-
vices that a final date for submission will be Sunday, December 16, also the date of 
the church Christmas luncheon. Mike Grillo volunteered to pursue arrangements and 
discuss with Pastor Paul and others.  

Treasurer – Mel presented the November financial report highlights and informed the 
board of a change in content of the report beginning next month. Discussion arose 
concerning church employment practice for vacant positions (currently Parish Admin-
istrator). The board felt that Elders should post any vacant position and notify the 
Board of Finance of hiring and compensation levels.  
Endowment Committee – Anne reported the fund balance of $25,023.95  
Sand Dollars – Louise reported the fund balance of $3,508.77. She also reported that 
the group had recognized Kelley Mallon’s departure with a gift.  
ESL – Pam Cranston is leaving the position of Treasurer, and a search for a  
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replacement is underway. No report was provided.  
Old Business:  
Paychex HR – Mel has received the most recent update of the manual and will review 
for finalization before it is sent to the printer.  
 
Security System – Mel reported that the expected 2nd invoice for payment has not yet 
been received.  
Sound System – Property Management is currently soliciting donations to support the 
$3,500 balance of the $9,000 total cost remaining after earmarking $6,000 from balanc-
es in several Memorial funds. Appraisal of Church Land and Buildings – on hold. Will re-
turn to completing the project next year.  
Financial Projection – Ken introduced the subject by reviewing the substantial decrease 
in cash balances that has occurred in 2018. This was caused by a continuing decrease in 
current revenues, which in turn has caused the use of reserves balances to support 
church expenses. In addition, no new estate gifts have been received in recent years.  
To stabilize this situation, we could turn to (1) increasing revenues, (2) decreasing ex-
penditures, or (3) borrowing funds.  Despite the recent approval of next year’s Oper-
ating Budget, the problem now requires an immediate presentation to alert the church 
Council (and all board chairs) to the possibility of limiting expenses unless the situation 
improves. The board discussed options, for example limiting the boards to expending ¼ 
of their respective budgets in first quarter of next year to allow for analysis of the situa-
tion, or by reducing overall budgets by 10%. The Board of Finance approved bringing 
this report to Council for action at the December 17 meeting.  
Comments from Guests – Mike Grillo pledged continued support for this year’s Stew-
ardship program with the Board of Finance.  
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 11:30 a.m.  
The next meeting is January 9, 2019  
Financial Secretary’s Report: Submitted by Dick Steinle  
General Funds $29,305.00  
Designated Funds 4,108.00  
Memorial Funds 375.00  
Monthly Total $33,788.00  
Attendance for Month 8 am 339; Attendance for Month for 11:15 am 387; Attendance 
for Wed. 7:00 PM (Thanksgiving Eve) 37; Attendance for Month for Adult Education 
(Women); Attendance for Month for Adult Education (MBS) 42; Sunday Morning Bible 
Study 26; Children 0; Total Attendance for Worship 763; Total Attendance for Education 
68; Total Church Attendance for Month 831  



Treasurer’s Report: Submitted by Mel Ettinger  
Cash Status November 2018  
Savings $ 83,443  
Checking $ 9,085  
Total Cash $ 92,528  
Less  
Designated Funds $ 70,196  
Memorial Funds $ 7,574  
Total Restricted Funds $ 77,770  
Unrestricted Cash $ 14,75 
 
Old Business  
Employee’s Handbook - Mel Ettinger announced Employee’s Handbook has gone to 
print. This service of Paychex will then be suspended so we no longer must pay for this 
service. 
Call Committee – Mike Grillo reported the committee has received several names inter-
ested in being interviewed.  The candidates have received our church’s profile.  The 
committee is hoping to start interviews the week of January 10th. 
Sound System – There is a Fund Raising Thermometer in Narthex to track funds donated 
for a desperately needed new sound system.  
Parish Administrator – The Elders will advertise for a Parrish Administrator.  This possi-
bly could be a shared position.  
 
New Business 
Financial Projection - Ken Dietel reviewed the substantial decrease in current revenue 
that has occurred in 2018.  This was caused by continuing decrease in current revenues, 
which in turn has caused the use of reserves balances to support churchy expenses.  In 
addition , no new estate gifts have been received in recent years. Ken Dietel made a mo-
tion every Board be advised to reduce it’s operational budget by 10% for the year, with 
some exceptions.  Shirley Fleegle second the motion.  Following discussion, the Council 
voted unanimously to accept this motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Fund Raising 
Sand Dollars will have a Sauerkraut and Pork Dinner on January 10th  from 4 – 7:00 pm.  
Cost will be $15.00/ person. 
Sand Dollars will also have a fund raiser on Feb. 10th at Fin’s Restaurant on Rehoboth 
Avenue.  We will receive 20 % of checks all day for anyone who turns a card in repre-
senting Sand Dollars. 
 
Important Dates  
Christmas Eve Services will be 4pm, 7pm, and 10pm.  
There will not be a service on Christmas Day.  

The Voice  Page 14  



 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer  
The motion was made by Lou Jones and second by Marsh Burd to adjourn meeting. All were in 
favor. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 pm.  
The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.  
Respectively submitted,  
 
Shirley Fleegle, Recording Secretary  
The next LCOS Council meeting will be January 21, 2019 at 6:00 pm.  
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Janet Foltz 

Nancy Friedl 

Marla Gadsby 

Bill Geppert 

Joellen Groner 

Brenda Sue Henson 

Linwood Johnson 

Carol & Adi Maneckshaw 

Helen Marrama 

Donald Oakley 

Matthew Schmale, Sr. 

Jill Tjossem 

John Ulicny 

Armed Forces 

Richard Ashton 

Robert Ashton 

Ryan Botts 

Taylor Botts 

Karen Crocker 

Jeffrey Fleegle 

John Gellert 

Matthew Hubbard 

John Jacobson-Haga 

Levi Jacobson-Haga 

Ben Johnson 

Cody Johnson 

Brad Leary 

Dan Lorenz 

Cameron Malone 

Matthew Murray 

Josh Tomlin 

 

                                    For Our Prayers—January 2019 

 

Surgery/Treatment/Recovery 

Pat Bonaldi 

Anna Brown 

Jodi Cohen 

Debbi Combs 

Heather Desto 

Jim DiCarlo 

Gene Dubus 

Brett Edwards-Lobo 

Keith Emery 

Deloris Frederick 

Caiti Henson 

Patricia Horwat 

Anne Johns 

Herman Johnson 

Torrence Johnson 

Kevin Lehman 

Richard Leister 

Chotsie Martin 

Donald Moore 

Phyllis Murray 

Cheryl Myers 

Cray Rader 

Fred & Shirley Shirk 

Donna Schmitt 

Audrey Smith 

Marian Spayd 

Judi Stark 

Jim Wallace  

Joe Zatorski 

Cancer 

Richard Billger 

Ava Blaser 

Mike Burns 


