
The new year lies before us with all its possibilities and all its uncertainties. As I write this for 
our newsletter we are finishing our celebrations of Advent and Christmas. The old year winds 
down with all the excitement of the holiday season and the awareness that yet another year is 
now history. Our lives are lived in this ongoing experience of possibilities and uncertainty. 
As I ponder the passage of time on the threshold of a new year I ponder whether this past year 
had anything that made it particularly good or memorable. What stands out to me as special is 
you, my brothers and sisters. In the Christmas events I was again and again reminded what a 
special congregation LCOS is. The beautiful worship services, the glorious music, the marvelous 
food at one event after another (!) were evidence of a congregation that experiences great 
blessings of fellowship and spiritual nourishment. As people of God at LCOS each one of us has 
a part to play in the ongoing work of the Lord in this place. 
As it was in the New Testament, so it is now: the work of the Lord and the movement of the ho-
ly Spirit are bound up with the lives of individual people as they interact with each other in the 
power of the Lord. Jesus spoke to thousands, but He spent time with individuals in their daily 
life: at meals, at a well, on the road, on boats, in their homes. The disciples evangelized the 
known world in the same way: a global mission with the personal touch. 
“Do not grow weary in well-doing,” says the Apostle Paul, “for in due season we shall reap, if 
we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9) 
My point with these observations is that the New Year’s opportunity for this fellowship of be-
lievers at LCOS is the same as in the past. That means living a life that is noticeably different 
from this world we live in. We make the most impact for the Gospel when we speak in kind-
ness, act with compassion, and consider the feelings and needs of others above ourselves. Con-
gregations are like families. We can be close and caring. Sometimes we can be irritable and not 
very pleasant . St. Peter’s admonition applies: “Now for this very reason also, applying all dili-
gence, in your faith supply moral excellence, ...self-control...godliness and in your godliness, 
brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love…For as long as you practice these 
things, you will never stumble.” (2 Peter 1:5,6,10) 
The devil tries hard to rob us of our joy. 2017 started with uncertainties in our lives that he was 
anxious to exploit to keep us away from the Lord. But 2017 showed that God’s plan and possi-
bilities for us overcame all the devil’s designs. 2018 can be the same because that is our Lord’s 
New Year’s resolution for us. St. Paul wrote: “...being confident of this, that He who began a 
good work in you will carry it to completion until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)  
There are plenty of uncertainties as we embark on a new year. But in our Lord Jesus Christ the 
possibilities are endless. And that is why we can joyfully say to one another what I now say to 
you, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ: Happy New Year! 
Pastor Paul 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2) 
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To Your Health! 
INFLUENZA ALERT!    The NIH has sent an alert to all Americans to pre-
pare for a SEVERE influenza season. Australia's winter is over and they 

have reported over 200,000 cases of the flu and 745 deaths linked to it. 
The last epidemic there was in 2009 with numbers closely comparing to these. 

This year's vaccine has missed the mark but doctors feel it is still better to have the vaccine 
as it will provide some relief. Be mindful of your general state of health recognizing aches , 
fever and a sense of profound fatigue . Seek the care of a physician or nurse practitioner in a 
timely manner as they can prescribe Tamiflu if warranted. 

Source: NIH 

MANY THANKS for the most generous outpouring of contributions for our “Thank the Troops” 
project. We sent eight fully-packed boxes out recently. Your care and love for this program is 
so very much appreciated. Thank you! 
 
THE GIFTS IN A JAR PROJECT is complete and Social Ministry would like to thank all the 
folks who purchased the items, those who put the jars together , those who helped decorate, 
etc. We sold 137 jars and 47 Snacks. Our projects could not be such a success if we did not 
have the cooperation of so many folks! Thanks to everyone who had a part in this. A number 
of organizations will share in the proceeds----Jusst Sooup Kitchen, Emmanuel Shelter and our 
own Lord's Cupboard to name a few. Thank you again. Carole Peterson 
 
THANK YOU My heartfelt thanks to all who cooked soup, made desserts, set tables, served 
the food, and washed dishes and tables. Organizing the Advent Soup and Salad suppers is 
made easy with such good volunteers!       -Marilyn Davis 
 
THANK YOU to all our brothers and sisters at LCOS for all the support after the deaths of 
Marilyn’s mom, Ann Leister, and her nephew, Russel Leister.       -The family of Marilyn Davis 
 
THANK YOU to all who have expressed their get well wishes and sent cards. Also for the de-
livery of flowers. It helps brighten the day knowing our church family is caring and sending 
thoughts and prayers our way. -Bill Lewis 

 

THANK YOU all so very much for your calls and prayers during my husband’s recent illness 
and treatment. His lung cancer is currently gone, and we are saying grateful prayers of 
thanksgiving. A big thank you to Pr. Schmidt for his phone calls during this time. –Bertha Scott 

 

I WANT TO THANK everyone for their cards, thoughts and prayers on the passing of my 
mother. It was appreciated and a great comfort. 

Rainer Gruber 

 
SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
Join us at our meetings on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, 
1pm in room 6.  We discuss how God is working in our lives, when we 
have perhaps felt far away from God, and also discuss a particular aspect 
of spirituality.  On January 3, we will be discussing forgiveness.   
New members always welcome! 
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
We will resume our meetings on Tuesday, January 2 at 10am in the 
church library.  We are getting near to the end of our study of the book of 
Job and have learned a lot about God’s faithfulness and our response to 
suffering and sorrow.  New members are always welcome to join in at any 
meeting.  Hope to see you there! 

 
GOOD NEWS GOING FORWARD INTO 2018! 
As we look to the year ahead and the continuation of our Lord’s mission and 
ministry in and through our congregation, we have good reason to rejoice and 
give praise to God. The financial secretary reported to your Stewardship Board 

that as of December 15th, the total amount pledged in our recent Relay for Our Savior stew-
ardship effort is $263,910. The total number of pledges was 108 of which 28 were new 
pledges.  
We continue to emphasize that we do not give to a budget but from a grateful heart to a gra-
cious Lord. But we are pleased to report that this total is very close to what we have budget-
ed for the year ahead.  
Our God is a gracious God and we give Him thanks and praise for this outpouring of gener-
osity from our members. 
 
 
THE SAND DOLLARS will meet on Tuesday, January 23rd at 10 AM. Sister Deb will present 
a program on her recent trip to Germany called “In the Footsteps of Martin Luther; a Refor-
mation Tour of Germany”. We will be collecting items needed for Home of the Brave. Some 
items requested are: socks (men, women, and children), paper products (such as paper tow-
els and Kleenex), pillows, and coffee. For a complete list of items needed, see page 22 of 
the Sand Dollars booklet. 
Light refreshments will be served in the Fellowship Hall following the program. ALL are wel-
come - please come join us! 
 
 
LCOS BOOK CLUB NEWS 
Ready for some great reads in 2018?  Below you will find the selec-
tions and dates for this year’s book club meetings.  We gather at 
4:30pm, have a time of discussion about the book, then either go out 
or enjoy a pot luck dinner together.  Make a resolution to join us! 
 

2018 Books 
The Book Sisters by Hope Anderson        JANUARY 22 
The Girl with Seven Names by Hyeonaseo Lee  FEBRUARY 26 
Patron Saint of Liars by Ann Patchett    MARCH 26 
Hum If You Don't Know The Words by Bianca Marais    APRIL 23 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate    MAY 28 
Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan    JUNE 25 
Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok     JULY 23 
Breakfast with Buddha by Roland Merullo   AUGUST 27 
The Throwaway Children by Diny Costeloe   SEPTEMBER 24 
The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes   OCTOBER 22 
The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict    NOVEMBER 26 
Trials of the Earth by Mary Mann Hamilton   DECEMBER 17 
 



Volume 40 ,  I ssue 1  

Page 4  

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
We resume our study of the Gospel of Mark on Sunday, January 7, 
9:45am in Rooms 1&2.  We have looked at some of Jesus’ para-
bles, miracles, and gotten an overall picture of this book.  Now we 
will start to dig deeper into Mark’s writing and how he reveals the 
person and ministry of Jesus.  All are welcome to attend – grab a 
snack at fellowship time and then join us!  
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
VISUAL FAITH WORKSHOP/RETREAT COMING FEBRUARY 10 
Join us as we learn about this creative way to read Scripture and engage in our 
devotions.  Mindy Ransdell, from St. John’s Lutheran Church in Dover will be 
our workshop leader and take us through many different forms of visual prayer 
disciplines.  No artistic expertise required!  Cost will be $20, 
which includes lunch and all materials you’ll need to get 
started.  You will go home with a packet of resources and 

supplies.  This event is open to ALL – invite your friends and neighbors.  
You can sign up by contacting Sister Deb or through the inserts which will 
be in the bulletin beginning January 14.  You must pre-register so we have 
an accurate count for ordering materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAND DOLLARS JANUARY FUNDRAISER 
The Sand Dollars are holding a New Year’s Pork and Sauerkraut Good Luck Dinner on Satur-
day, January 13 from 4 to 6:30 PM. The menu includes pork, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, 
applesauce, rolls, a beverage and dessert, all for $15 per person. There are sign up sheets 
inserted in the Sunday bulletins, or you can find extras in the narthex. We look forward to see-
ing you all there! 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR COUNCIL MINUTES – 12 11 17 
For approval January 15, 2018 

Al D’Annunzio President, called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.  Opening prayer was pro-
vided by Pastor Paul. 
Present:  Al D’Annunzio, Patti Brown, Shirley Fleegle, Todd Lennox, Gary Krietzer, Jim 
McClain, Lou Jones, Mel Ettinger, Dick Steinle, and Renee Bennett. 
Absent:  Donna Egolf, Pastor Bob Mordhorst, Doug Popham, and Sister Deb Lennox 
Review and Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of November 13, 2017 meeting were re-
viewed.  A motion was made by Lou Jones and seconded by Jim McClain to accept minutes 
as reviewed.  All were in favor.   The minutes are posted on Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall 
and printed in The Voice. 

Shared Ministry Review and Preview 
Board of Congregational Life: Submitted by Todd Lennox  
Attendees: Kathie Payne, Cindy McClain, Linda Crawford, Marilyn Davis and Todd Lennox  
Topics: Think about fund raiser for Feb. 2018 (May be for new chairs), Help with Sand Dol-
lars Fund Raiser in Jan. 2018, Christmas dinner with Big Fish Grill 10 AM set up Saturday 
the 16th. New Tables will arrive on the 7th. Health inspection on the 7th. Thanksgiving dinner 
a success.  
Next meeting on January 8, 2018.  
Board of Elders: Submitted by Lou Jones  
Present: Darlene Botts, Pat Campbell-White, Melonie Ettinger, Bob Fellows, Mike Grillo, Lou 
Jones, Ed Kovacs, Marge Kunkle, Sr. Deb, and Pr. Paul.  
Next Meeting: January 18 at 5:00 PM  
The meeting opened with prayer by Pastor Paul.  
I. Current Activities  
a. Pr. Paul’s Report: Pr. Paul has been making hospital and home visits. Pastor is very hap-
py with the turnout for Adult Sunday School. He and Sr. Deb have been getting ready for Ad-
vent and Christmas. Pastor gave an update on several members.  
b. Sr. Deb’s Report: Sr. Deb talked about her trip to Germany. A Women’s Retreat will be 
held on Saturday, November 18. It will coincide with the Fair Trade sale and Used Book sale. 
She reported that the Spirituality Group is going along quite well.  
c. Ministry Moments: Several people shared their ministry moments.  
d. Update on Members: We reviewed a list of folks to be contacted.  
II. Old Business  
a. Lou reported that the $660 collected in freewill offerings at the Martin Luther movie needs 
to be designated for some use. Melonie Ettinger made a motion that the money be given to 
the International Student Outreach Program. Bob Fellows seconded the motion. There was 
some discussion and the vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  
III. New Business  
a. Darlene Botts reported that she and Lou will have a yearly review with Pastor, Sr. Deb, 
and Kelley sometime in January.  
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Board of Education: Submitted by Pastor Bob Mordhorst.  
No meeting this month.   
High school discussion group under leadership of Ed Kovacs has gotten legs though attend-
ance varies from week to week. 
Board of Property: Submitted by James McClain  
No meeting this month. 
Board of Social Ministry: Submitted by Carole Peterson  
No meeting this month.  
Board of Worship:  Donna Egolf 
Did not meet 
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Board of Stewardship: Submitted by Pastor Bob Mordhorst  
November 30, 2017 
Present: Mike Grillo, Joe Parkinson, Bob Mordhorst, Jack Richter and Marge Kunkel. And Pr. 
Schmidt  
Bob Mordhorst opened the meeting with a prayer at 4 P.M.  
Old Business:  
The meeting focused on the “Relay for Our Savior” stewardship program. We discussed the 
progress of the receipt of completed “Saddle Bags” and members' commitment cards. It was felt 
the response generally had been good. We noted the outstanding bags yet to be received and 
board members agreed to follow up on those teams. We then made final arrangements for the 
presentation of the commitment cards on December 3.  
We also discussed the pros and cons of the program and agreed that it had worked well but de-
cided that something different was required for next year's effort.  
Finally, we discussed other forms of stewardship education for 2018 and agreed that the stew-
ardship of members' spirits through the pre-midweek Lenten service quiet meditation time would 
be repeated.  
Our next meeting is scheduled for January 25, 2018 under the leadership of Chairman, Joe Par-
kinson.  
The meeting adjourned at 5:35 P.M.  
Pastor’s Report  
1.The Advent Services are underway with a theme of meditations on some of the people who 
played a central role in the Nativity story. 
2. Christmas: Sun., Dec. 24th - 1 service at 10:00 a.m. (Fellowship Hour precedes the service & 
there is no Sunday School scheduled). 
Evening worship - 4:00, 7:00, and 10:00 p.m. 
 Mon., Dec. 25th - 1 service at 10:00 a.m. 
3. New Year's Eve:  Sun., Dec. 31st - 1 service at 10:00 a.m. 
4. We mourn the passing of our brother in Christ, Joseph Tridente - Memorial Service: Sat., Jan. 
6th, 2018 
5. A special Christmas theme will be used for the Sunday morning Bible Class during Advent. 
We will return to the study of the Gospel of Mark in the new year. 
 6. I plan to leave after Christmas Day service to spend Christmas with friends, Rev. & Mrs. Wil-
liam Eberle & family in Severna Park, Maryland. I can be reached there or on my cell phone. I 
plan to return the evening of December 27th. 
7. The Confirmation Class has been a real blessing. We are taking a break now for Christmas 
but will resume in January. Special thanks to Ed Kovacs who substituted for me teaching the 
Confirmation Class at the end of November. I sat in on the High School Sunday School class as 
well on Dec. 3rd & it is great to see how well it is doing also. Special thanks to Ed Kovacs, Cin-
dy McClain, and Pastor Bob Mordhorst for all they have done to organize and teach that class. 
Deaconess Report  
Meetings attended: staff meeting (4), Council, Prayer Shawls, Elders, Book Club, and Sand Dol-
lars  
-Worship assistant 3 services  
-Facilitated Spirituality Group  
-Women's Bible Study  
-Developed Thanksgiving worship service  
-Created liturgy for praise service (4)  
-Women's retreat 11/1629 in attendance  
-Held handcrafts and book sale 11/16 & 17  
-Hospital call for Joe Tridente  
-Met with family to plan Tridente service  
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Deaconess Report (continued) 
Upcoming 
-Conference call with SED iNeighborhood Team  
Upcoming Advent Bible Study  
Planning for 2018 women's ministry activities  
Germany presentation  
Developing Advent midweek services  
Facilitating iNeighborhood training for Christ Lutheran, Seaford  
Financial Secretary’s Report: Submitted by Dick Steinle 
General Funds     $28,838.05 
Designated Funds     $  1,803.45 
Monthly Total    $30,641.50 
 

(Average GF Received Weekly  $  7,660.38) 
Attendance for Month: 8 AM: 380; 1115: 313; 7 PM: 41 
Attendance for Month for Adult Education: 
Women’s Bible Study: 22 
Men’s Bible Study: 35  
Sunday Morning Bible Study: 132 
Total Attendance for Worship 734. Total Attendance for Education 189.  Total Church At-
tendance for Month 923.  
Fundraisers 
Sand Dollars will have their annual Pork and Sauerkraut dinner on Saturday, January 13, 
2018. 
Shirley Fleegle gave a summary of the program “Shop with Scrip”.  It’s a very worthwhile pro-
gram but we must find a coordinator for the program before we can really get into the details. 
Old Business 
Andy Mollura will conduct safety and security vulnerability assessment on 12/11/17.   
The Retreat Ministry proposal “Moving Ministry from Idea to Action” has been withdrawn from 
table for present.  We will not vote now. 
New Business 
Al asked for volunteers to attend next year’s SED Convention in Hickory, NC as a delegate 
or alternate. 
Dick Steinle reported on the results pf the Stewardship Campaign: 
108 pledges received to date totaling $263,000  
46 were new pledges, 8 decreased in pledges, and 26 same pledge as last year. 
Dick said that last year at the same time we had 80 pledges totaling $206,000. 
Al thanked everyone for their service in 2017. 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer 
Todd Lennox moved to adjourn the meeting and Lou Jones seconded. All in favor. 
The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer. 
Shirley Fleegle, Recording Secretary 
The next Council Meeting will be January 15,2018 at 6:00 pm 
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Those Who Serve - December 2018 

Treatment/Recovery 
Suzanne Sanford 
Cathy Lettrice 
Robert C. Smith 
Jim Wyatt 
Kay Righter 
Mildred Dallas 
Jana D'Elia 
Katherine Peregoy 
Joe Kucinsky 
Anna Brown 
Virginia D'Ambrosio 
Heather Desto 
Connie Knollinger 
Randy Egolf 
Torrence Johnson 
Herman Johnson 
Theodore Lynam 
Monique Millbourne 
Richard Hayes 
Karen Cruz 
Bridget Kucharik 
Phyllis Hamilton 
Shelly Warsaw 
Kathleen Beyer 
Paula Martinez 
Dave Hertzog 
Kevin Gardenhour 
Gayle Frohlich 
Debbi Combs 
Judi Stark 
John Gostomski 
Lucy, Lou, and Liz  
Ruth Olsen 

Deloris Frederick 
May Powell 
Gary Kreitzer 
Phyllis Murray 
S. Bachman 
Hylma Pearson 
Leslie Simon 
Tom Harden 
Barbara Schmidt 
Kevin Wackett 
Kent Schmidt 
Bill Lewis 
Lon Callaway 
Pete Peterson 
Laddy Stevens 
Gail Dejmal 
Barbara Morris 
Cancer 
Candy Todd 
Francis Heck III 
Carol Maneckshaw 
Chuck Saponski 
Bradley Egolf 
Anita Simmons 
Duwayne Pemper 
Jim Brittingham 
Matthew Schmale 
Sharon Rice 
Anna Brown 
Mary Louise Anderson 
Melly Adams 
Richard Leister 
Diane Peregoy 
Gary Hoopes 

Tony Pesarchic 
Armed Forces 
Richard Ashton 
Robert Ashton 
Brandon Bartlett 
Ryan Botts 
Taylor Botts 
Robert Canario 
Karen Crocker 
Jeffrey Fleegle 
John Gellert 
Matthew Hubbard 
Levi Jacobson-Haga 
John Jacobson-Haga 
Ben Johnson 
Cody Johnson 
Brad Leary 
Dan Lorenz 
Cameron Malone 
Franklin Messick 
Matthew Murray 
Josh Tomlin 
Shut Ins 
Melly & Linus Adams 
Kris Dorka 
Ron Johnson 
Eleanor Kardash 
Carole Garwood 
Judy Barton 
Nancy Friedl 
Tom Olsen 
Etta Thornton 
Herb Dutt 
Caroline Richter 

For Our Prayers– December 2018 
Joseph Bednarek 
Valerie Carcich 
Tom Grundman 
Carrie Reed 
Perry Hairsine 
Tricia Kreitzer 
Betty Warkin 
Jack Anderson 
Tom King 
Elaine Mikula 
Roe Coppola 
Tom Mann 
Sharon Smith 
Mary Brawley 
Kevin Buice 
George Badex 
Catherine Ochiuto 
Nancy Glynn 
Paige Zulker 
Linda Housebauer 
Francine Frederici 
Chuck Curtis 
Jeff Foster 
Jack McBride 
Miriam Willits 
Bobby Pierce 
Sally Zana 
Helen Marrama 
Laurie Meinhold 
Richard Billger 
Lois Mummenthey 
Janice Brierley 
Zach Moran 
George Mulshenock 
Sue Coccagna Roth 

Worship Assistants  Readers 
Jan-07 8:00 Deb Lennox & Mike Grillo  Jan-07 8:00 Ellen Grillo 

 11:15 Bruce & Donna Egolf   11:15 Donna Egolf 
Jan-14 8:00 Darlene Botts & Art Payne  Jan-14 8:00 Pat Campbell-White 

 11:15 Marcia Pokoyski & Lou Jones   11:15 Bill Brown 
Jan-21 8:00 Deb Lennox & Mike Grillo  Jan-21 8:00 Darlene Smith 

 11:15 Jim & Marge Kunkle   11:15 Karen Moody 
Jan-28 8:00 Lou Jones & Darlene Botts  Jan-28 8:00 Bob Smith 

 11:15 Marcia Pokoyski & Mel Ettinger   11:15 Sue Ball Joseph 


