
Prayer Vigil 
Trinity Lutheran Congregation 

May 6th, 4-8 p.m.  May 7th, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. & May 8, 4-8 p.m. 2019 

 
This Prayer Vigil has been offered as a time for all who desire to come and pray in the peace of our beautiful 
Sanctuary or who are able to set aside a time to pray at home or in an outdoor setting of your choice.  There 
are suggestions given below for what you might include in your prayer time or feel free to offer your own 
petitions and praise and spend time apart with our God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We all desire to 
spend quality time with God, but our crazy hectic lifestyles require us to be intentional in taking time to stop 
and “Be still” with God. So here is that opportunity! 
 

Jesus knew first hand the weight of daily ministry and how short time was to accomplish His 

mission. Yet He was never too hurried to spend hours in prayer.  Jesus modeled for us how to pray.  

He prayed deeply and repeatedly.  He spent entire nights in fervent appeal to God.  

 

“It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to 
God.” Luke 6:12 
 
“In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded 
place, and was praying there.” Mark 1:35 
 
“But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.” Luke 5:16 
 
“And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will." Matthew 26:39 
 
Read John 17, often called the High Priestly Prayer.  Jesus prays for Himself, His disciples and all believers, 
which means Jesus is praying for YOU. 
 
Begin your prayer by thanking God for the many wonderful ways our church shares Christ’s love.   Praise 
God for the thousands of individuals who have grown closer to Christ through the ministry at Trinity over the 
years. Thank God for how this faith family has loved you and your family. 
 
Scripture: “We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”  I Thessalonians 1:3 
 
Focus on who God is and what He has done in your own life.  Meditate on the times and ways in your life 
when God has guided you in a decision or navigating rough waters. 
 
Scripture: John 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all truth.  He will not 
speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.” 
 
Ask for spiritual vision and discernment and spend time listening to God. 



Scripture: “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep step with the Spirit.”  Galatians 5:25 
 
Pray that our church will be led by the Holy Spirit during the coming   transition, visioning, change and 
preparing for our future.  
 
Pray that we show patience, caution and trust as we move forward.  Remind us that we have time, so that 
we may be thorough, not rushed in this process. Help us set a pace that allows all of our people to journey 
together, not leaving behind those who need more time.   
 
Pray that each participant will come with a listening heart to be attentive to what others have to say.  Lord, 
help us use our eyes, ears and hearts before we use our mouths.  
 
Pray that all will set aside their own desires and personal agendas and corporately work together to seek 
God’s direction, always keeping the “common good” of the Body of Christ at the forefront. 
 
Scripture: “Then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit 
and purpose.”   Philippians 2:2 
 
“For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”  Phil. 2:13 
 
Ask God to guide the participants to discover His top three goals and His primary areas of ministry focus 
for the next three to five years.   Pray for good attendance at all visioning events so we can hear from as 
many people as possible in order to create a collective vision for our faith family. 
 
Scripture: “From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Eph 4:16 
 
Ask God for His wisdom and discernment.  It pleases God greatly when we ask for discernment!  What 
makes it more interesting is that the things God lists that Solomon could have asked for are exactly the 
types of things we typically pray for: good things for this life – strong bodies, provisions and wealth, relief 
from enemies and troubles.  Perhaps there’s an ascending order to the worth of things we might pray 
for.  Perhaps on the lower rung are our prayers for provisions for this life.  This passage leads us to believe 
that God is pleased when we climb to a higher rung when we ask for something more useful in the Kingdom, 
like wisdom or discernment. 
 
Scripture: Solomon prays for wisdom and God says in 1 Kings 3:10-12 “The Lord was pleased that Solomon 
had asked for this.  So God said to him, ‘Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for 
yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, I will do 
what you have asked.  I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone 
like you, nor will there ever be.” 
 
Ask God for spiritual discernment.  Discernment, especially spiritual discernment, is a very big deal.  It is 
necessary, so we’ll know the difference between good and evil, according to the Word of God alone.  In this 
context, discernment is a quality that grows as an individual deepens in faith and relationship with Christ.   



Scripture: Ezekiel 44:23 says about those who minister: “They are to teach my people the difference 
between the holy and common and show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean.” 
 
In Romans 12:1&2 St. Paul entreats with these words, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view 
of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
 
Wait on the Lord.  God’s timing is rarely our timing.  If we are to follow His will, we must first wait for His 
leading.  Pray for patience and unity.  
 
Pray for the ability to trust that God is at work, especially when we get stalled or unsure of the next step. 
Pray for the ability to once again Wait on the Lord as He makes the way forward clearer for us as a body.    
 

Scripture Ephesians 4:1-3 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 

have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every 

effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 

 

Test out what you think you have discerned.  Not every spirit is from God.  John tells us that we even need 

discernment in our own churches to sort out the true spirit of Christ from other things that look similar but 

are not rooted in Christ. 

 

Scripture: I John 4:1-2 “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.” 
 
As you pray for this time of visioning for the future, we ask that you also pray for the following, as 
our daily ministries continue. 
 
Resurrection ROAR – this summer’s VBS here at Trinity.  Pray for children to come and for their families.  
Pray for youth leaders, adult leaders and our Co-ordinator, Melanie Altwasser.  Pray for all to hear a clear 
proclamation of the Good News of JESUS each day.  Pray for how you might serve using your gifts in 
helping this ministry and outreach to happen. Many hands reach many little hearts! 
 
TLC Church Council – Please pray for all members of our council as they carry the burden and the joy of 
leadership at this pivotal time in Trinity’s life and ministry.  Pray for them to have the courage to speak truth, 
to engage in difficult decisions, to listen carefully and speak slowly, to seek always the common good of our 
faith family, and above all to work together so that Jesus Christ may be seen and heard in their words, their 
actions, and their service to Him, to Trinity and to the community God has placed them in.  
 
Our Pastors, John & Maggie and their family, - Please pray for them as they seek to re-align their roles 
in service to Christ, to Trinity, and to our community.  Pray for rest for Pastor John as he takes time to slow 
down. Pray for renewed energy for him during his time serving.  Pray for strength, passion and joy for Pastor 
Maggie as she carries more responsibility and demands as part of her Call.  Pray for sustained health.  Pray 



that she learns how to use the “brake pedal”!  Pray for them both to find new treasures in this phase of 
ministry and life with their family as they, too, transition and vision. Most of all Pray that they are faithful to 
the Word of God and their callings.  
 
Pray for our People – Please hold in prayer yourself, your family and each one that comes through our 
doors to worship, to gather, to seek, to find peace. Pray that each person who is touched by our ministry at 
Trinity may better know the love of Christ Jesus and be drawn to make Him known to all.  
 
Pray – for our musicians, music teams, our Music Ministry Co-ordinator, Sarah Summach.  Pray for 
commitment, sharing of gifts, and joy in serving Christ in this way. Pray for people to share in this ministry 
that it may flourish and enhance our worship in the year ahead.   
 
Pray – that each of us will come to study the word of God together that we might be led forward in confidence 
and peace.  Pray that people will make the time (with intention) to gather for study, seeing immersion in 
God’s Word as vital and life giving rather than optional.  Pray for study topics, themes, Books of the Bible 
to be brought forward to our Board of Education that we might engage many in study. Pray for leaders to 
step forward to share the task of leading/preparing for studies.  
 

Additional Scriptures for Guidance & Assurance 

Any of the Psalms, esp. Psalm 4. 21, 23, 46, 51, 90, 121, 131 139, 149 

James 5:13-18   Hebrews 10:24,25     Hebrews 12 

Acts 1:14   Acts 4:24-31   Acts 12:12 

Ephesians 4   Colossians 3   1 Corinthians 12 

Romans 8   Romans 12   Matthew 28: 16-20 

Matthew 5   1 Peter 1   1 Timothy 2:1-4 

1 John 4&5 


