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Grace and peace to you in 

Jesus’ powerful name! 
 

 So many people have 

shared their frustrations with 

me in the past few weeks. 

We are all struggling 

ultimately with the 

unknowns that surround us 

everywhere we turn. There is 

little peace of any kind 

anywhere. And now it is 

November.  I struggled this 

past week to find a 

meaningful way to tangibly 

express our remembrance as 

we celebrate All Saint’s 

Sunday.  With Covid in mind 

I set aside ‘tangible’ and 

focused on ‘visual’.  Only to 

realize that the power of the 

visual was that it built as we 

tangibly added candles, or 

ribbons, or flowers or stones!  

These ways of remembering 

allowed us to see evidence 

that we are not alone in our 

hard circumstances or in our 

grief. As we held our candle, 

ribbon, rock, we remembered 

our loved one, and so did all 

around us.  Loss is somehow 

lighter to bear when we 

know it is shared. Jesus is 

quite clear about this and 

openly invites all still today 

to, “Come to me all you that 

are weary, and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest.” (Matthew 

11:28) 
 

I pause and consider all the 

ways God’s Word speaks to 

my everyday circumstances 

and I just do not get it!  Are 

you with me on this? I have 

read these words; I know 

them off by heart. And yet I 

do not go to Jesus and ask 

Him to give me that rest, to 

carry my burdens for me or 

at least with me. I set about 

trying to ‘keep on keeping 

on’.  You know the wartime 

slogan, “Keep Calm and 

Carry On” and every 

variation since? Meanwhile 

the burdens become heavier, 

the tiredness deeper and my 

coping not so great.  Why do 

we resist availing ourselves 

of the power given to us, as 

God’s children? Stubborn 

and foolish we certainly are 

at times. 

Let me give you another 

example - prayer.  I know 

many God gifted intercessors 

out there who pray mightily 

on behalf of our people, our 

community, our country, our 

world, and I desire every day 

to be one of them.  I am not.  

Don’t get me wrong, I pray. I 

pray a lot. Since becoming 

Senior Pastor it seems I 

never stop praying.  I just 

don’t always have the 

words, and then I think I 

am just repeating the 

same things over and over 

to God, and I am sure He 

would like me to get on 

with it.  Or I find myself 

with simply no words. 

Nothing. Nada. I am there 

in the silence and I have 

nothing!  Silence can be 

thunderous at times. I get 

discouraged with myself, 

with my prayer life.  Once 

again I find myself 

forgetting what God’s 

Word tells me, “Likewise 

the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness; for we do not 

know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too 

deep for words.” (Romans 

8:26)” When I have no 

words and the silence 

around me is deafening – 

the Holy Spirit of God is 

with me and “with sighs 

too deep for words” 

intercedes, and I am heard 

by my Father in heaven.  

Again, I pause, just to 

marvel at how great our 

God truly is.  Join me?  

I continued to ponder our 

remembrance for this All 

Saint’s Day.  As I sought 

ideas, I came across a 

coin that was minted for 

Remembrance Day. It is  

pictured above. It says, 
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 “Silence Speaks when 

Words Cannot”  It 

immediately made me 

think of the Romans verse 

above. It also reminded 

me of the immense power 

of silence. Imagine the 

thunderous silence that 

would have followed 

Jesus’ last words on the 

cross, as he poured out his 

life for sinners. “It is 

finished”. Silence. Or the 

hushed silence of the 

women who walked to the 

tomb that first Easter 

morn?  Silence is a gift 

from our God, as 

uncomfortable as it can 

often be for us. In the 

silence we often see 

ourselves more clearly, 

for better or worse. In 

silence we often hear God 

speak more clearly. 

Communal silence 

reminds us that our grief 

and hardship are shared. 

Not only by those around 

us but also by God. We 

have only to look to the 

cross to know the truth of 

His love. So often it is in 

the silence that we hear 

the whispers of God’s 

Word, reminding us of the 

peace of Christ, “who 

gives not as the world 

gives”, so that “our hearts 

do not have to be troubled 

or afraid”.  We have “the 

peace that passes all 

understanding to guard 

our hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus”. 
 

God knows our present, 

our past and our future. 

For all who are expressing 

 Deacons  

     Congregational 

  Request 

Recently there has been an  

increase in Pastor Maggie  

receiving texts and phone  

calls on her personal cell 

 phone during office hours, after hours and on her days 

off.  It is important to set boundaries between work and 

home life for us all.  Pastor Eric has requested that we 

“not let Maggie work too hard.” We encourage 

everyone to use Pastor Maggie’s cellphone for pastoral 

emergencies only and direct all other requests through 

the office.   

 

Thank you.   

Rhea Lynne 

Laura Marie 

Steve 

__________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Update on Trinity’s Finances 
 

At the end of September there was a little over 

19,000.00 available in our operating line. 
 

  We received our summer student grant money in 

September and our givings were up over the prior 

month.  These increases along with our reduced 

expenses have led to this positive amount available 

in our operating line.  We are approaching cold 

weather season, so the furnaces have been turned on 

and we can expect some of our operating expenses 

will be increasing.   
 

We thank God for the blessings that we have and the 

opportunity to worship in a safe, clean, warm 

building! 

. 

frustrations as they live 

with unknowns, spend 

some time in the silence 

pondering the peace that is 

ours in Christ. As we 

observe Remembrance Day 

on the 11th consider in 

silence all that the world 

faced in two world wars so 

close together. Yet God 

was with them, often in the 

silent moments, bringing 

His peace despite conflict 

all around. It is this very 

peace that sustained those 

who have gone before us in 

Christ, a peace that made 

their trials, hardships, and 

unknowns bearable. The 

very loved ones we will 

remember on All Saint’s 

Sunday.  In this peace they 

were welcomed home with 

the words, “well done, 

good and faithful servant.”   

I pray that you and I will 

grow in making use of the 

power of God’s Word to 

defend and keep us in all 

things, so that our lives 

may be lived to God’s 

glory.  I pray for each of us 

to hear those same words 

of homecoming welcome 

one day! 

,  
 

In silence and Christ’s 

peace,  

Pastor Maggie 
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The next Trinity Lutheran Church Women meeting 
will be on 

November 4th at 1:00 pm 
All ladies are invited to attend. 

 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Missions Ministry Fundraisers 
 

Safeway / Sobeys / IGA Gift Cards 
 

The cards are good for Safeway, Sobeys and IGA stores. 
 

Can be ordered in any denomination that people request! Contact the church office or 

anyone involved with Missions Ministry to order.  

Deadline to order is Sunday Nov 15. 
  

Purdys Chocolates 
Interested in some great chocolate for you or your family? It also makes a great 

gift. Our Mission Ministry is doing a Purdys Fundraiser. To order go to 

www.fundraising.purdys.com account 37678. Deadline to order is Nov 22. 

 

Any questions on the above fundraisers please contact the church office. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

TLCW 

Advent Service and Tea 

November 28th  
  

All women young and young at heart 

are welcome to join us as we prepare 

our hearts and minds for His birth. 
 

We will be accepting NEW baby items 

or free will offering to support Cross-

Roads Ministry. 

There will be Haiti Arise items for sale as well as quilts and specialty items 
 

Covid precautions will be in place and things will be subject to change due to AHS 

guidelines 

 

 
 

 

Responding in trust 

and faith please 

remember the 

following ways of 

supporting your 

church. 
 

1. E-Transfer:  

tlcoffering@gmail.c

om (no password 

required) 

2. Auto Debit:  

Contact the church 

office to receive a 

form to fill out.. 

3. Snail Mail:  Mail 

your cheque to 811 

Cassils Road W, 

Brooks, AB, T1R 

0E4 

_______________ 
 

    Giving 
 

     The Tithe  

     Committee  

     would like 

everyone to pray about 

what God would have us 

consider for allocation of 

our available funds for 

next year. If you have 

any suggestions for 

local, national or 

international causes that 

our church could 

support, please share that 

information with the 

Tithe Committee 

members, John Dyck, 

Brian Berg or Sharon 

Reed. 

http://www.fundraising.purdys.com/
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Deeper Study 

“The Chosen” 
for Grades 9 & up 

Sunday mornings @ 11:30am 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

   Mystery Food  

      Fundraiser 
 

- the month of November 

 

We are asking the congregation to donate 

nonperishable food items over the month of 

November.  

 

The youth will take paper and wrap each of the cans 

with a mystery food label.  
 

Then in December we will "sell" the mystery items 

back to the congregation and ask that people make a 

donation that will go to the food bank. Any cans that 

are not resold will be donated.  

 

Please note there is also a bin in the Narthex for 

donations. 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Youth Sports Day  

- Sunday, November 8th at 1-3- 
 

Youth are asked to bring a water bottle, gym shoes, 

and a volleyball, basketball, or both. 
 

 Masks are not required and youth are encouraged to 

do what makes them most comfortable. Hand 

sanitizer will be available. We will keep a record of 

who attends and ask screening questions before the 

event. 

 
 

Adult Mid-week Fall Bible Studies 

Nov. 3rd @ 7 p.m. In person & On-line   

“Who lives, Who dies, Who tells God’s Story?” 
 

Come explore the deeper stories of people who have 

been called to tell God’s Story. Biblical & Historical 

people who lived real lives, faced real struggles, 

celebrated the goodness of God, knew the nitty gritty 

reality of life and faith.  People who lived, died and 

found ways to tell and to pass on the story of our 

faith, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Come find yourself 

in God’s story and grow in knowing it as your story. 

Invite a friend to join you. 
 

Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz 

The story of Ruth is one of the shortest in the Bible, 

told in 4 chapters.  What does this ancient story have 

to say that could possibly be of help to us today?  

Biblical scholars believe it has lessons for every 

generation. It is an intimate family tale of misfortune, 

family ties, belonging, and ultimately the importance 

of loyalty and grace.  Ruth, the foreigner, is an 

ancestress of Christ.  God uses women and men in 

the unfolding of his story – come learn of Ruth and 

Naomi’s resilience, courage and faith. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
This year for Sundays in Advent we will be doing a 

series called “The Glory of Christmas”. Each week 

we will see the behind the scenes story of a key 

player in the Christmas story. 
 

Glory has never looked so strange 
 

Join us - Advent begins November 29th! 
 

Services will be live and online at 10am 
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As with many events this 

year, the Annual 

Gathering of the LCMC 

was presented in a hybrid 

approach, with the event 

in Minnesota by those 

who could attend and also 

live steamed so that those 

of us who could not travel 

to the US were able to 

attend from the comfort 

and safety of our home or 

office. 
 

The Gathering was an 

abbreviated version, held 

on October 5th from 

8:30am to 4pm(MDT), 

starting with a worship 

service and guest speaker 

Rev. Dr. Gemenchis 

Buba. He encouraged us, 

in these troubled times, to 

“FIRST seek the face of 

God, call upon Him in the 

day of trouble, I will 

deliver you and you shall 

glorify Me. Psalm 50:15.” 

He further went on to 

discuss with us, using 

Matthew 17:1-17, the ten 

deadly mistakes the 

church today is making: 

fear of change, depending 

on buildings and 

structures, speaking more 

and hearing less, 

detaching from the 

overwhelming experience 

of God, being afraid to 

move forward, ignoring 

the valleys of our journey 

with God, replacing the 

theology of the cross with 

the theology of glory, not 

walking with the hopes of 

ultimate victory, not 

looking for what the 

world needs and being a 

perverse generation. 

Pastor Buba then 

encouraged us to be quiet 

and listen, to look to the 

Bible as it is clear and 

simple, to open our hearts 

to the Word of God. 

There is one relevant 

message, Jesus Christ is 

the Son of God, he dies 

on the cross and rose 

again. Our sins are 

forgiven through His 

grave. We need to follow 

the lead of the Holy 

Spirit. Pastor Buba’s 

message was strong clear 

and powerful. 
 

The Gathering was a time 

to say good bye and thank 

you to Pastor Mark 

Vander Tuig who is 

retiring from his position 

of Service Coordinator 

with the LCMC, and in 

welcoming through an 

installation service Pastor 

Mike Bradley, who is 

now the Service 

Coordinator. 
 

The short business 

meeting included a 

Treasurer’s Report and a 

2021 budget, both of 

which wee approved. 

LCMC continues to 

operate with a small staff 

of 6 full time employees, 

a Board of Trustees with 

8 members and a Ministry 

Board with 9 members. 

All sessions will soon be 

posted on the LCMC 

website for anyone who is 

interested to watch. I 

would encourage you to 

take some time to keep 

up with the work that the 

LCMC does. 

Yours in Christ, 

Leona Ferguson 

 

As I sat down to ‘attend 

virtually’ this year, I 

found myself 

overwhelmed by the 

memories of being there 

in person last year.  I give 

thanks for the technology 

that is allowing us to 

carry on in the ministry 

of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, but I am very 

aware of the difference in 

being ‘community.’ It is 

going to be a challenge 

for the Church to learn 

new ways of being the 

Church. 
 

The Guest Speaker for 

the afternoon session was 

an excellent choice given 

all that lies ahead of us. 

Matt Runderson from 

Barna Institute spoke 

about the work they have 

been doing to assess all 

the changes of the last 

year and the impact for 

churches. He talked about 

the Digital 

Transformation that has 

been changing our world 

in the past few years and 

the massive acceleration 

due to Covid.  The 

equivalent of two years in 

about sixty days.  He 

shared that we are 

creatures of habit and it 

takes roughly ninety days 

to fully change an old 

habit and to develop a 

new one. The Barna 

Institute works with the 

understanding that good 

research begins with good 

questions. As churches our 

people need to be asking the 

following two questions, 

“How is this data point true 

in my context?” and “What 

should I do with it?” Life is 

about good questions right 

now. 
 

Matt outlined some major 

trends that churches had 

already sensed prior to 

Covid but now are facing 

head on: 
 

The spiritual formation of 

congregants. Diminished in 

desire/attendance. 
 

Declining mental health of 

Pastors/Lay Leaders. 
 

Pressure cooker of relational 

health issues – mental, 

physical, emotional.  
 

He shared that people polled 

want real engagement and 

leadership from the Church 

on current issues, including 

Race relations and 

Abortion.  He said churches 

need to identify their 

audience. Are they made up 

of Boomers (56-74 years), 

Gen X (37-55), Millennials 

(22-36), Gen Z (5-21)?  The 

needs of each group are 

different and so are the 

ways they will engage in a 

congregation.  Church 

hopping has grown 

exponentially, especially 

after months of on-line 

options. Loyalty to a church 

is a foreign concept in 2020.  
Continued on page 7 
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Trinity Lutheran 

Church 
 

 

811 Cassils Road W 

Brooks, AB  T1R 0E4 

 

PHONE: 

(403) 362-4259 

 

E-MAIL: 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

 

 

 

Follow us: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church Brooks AB 

 

  trinity_brooks_ab 
 

 
 

 
 

“Serve Christ our Lord by 

welcoming, equipping  

& sending disciples” 
 

 

 

Trinity Times 
 

The next deadline is  
October 29, 2020. 

Continued from page 6 

As people of God we need 

to remember that we are 

called to share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

Discipleship has never been 

about loyalty to a church 

but rather loyalty to Christ, 

to the body of Christ and to 

to His Church.  This is 

going to lead to tough 

conversations for 

congregations and mean 

some intense changes 

coming fast.  
 

Distance can steal 

community or change 

community. Church 

involvement has been at an 

all time low prior to Covid.  

On-line worship has 

produced a significant 

increase in people joining 

in worship. Community is 

still critical for us as God’s 

people so how will we be 

creative in gathering?  

Digital is a new tool for 

sharing the Gospel. 
 

The Hybrid experience, 

On-line and In-person, is 

the recommended worship 

option according to their 

polling.  They are seeing a 

growth in people attending 

who have not for years, if 

ever. They are also seeing a 

rise in people interested in 

learning more and open to 

online Bible 

study/information classes. 

It is a low-risk entry into 

the faith arena. 
 

A lot to ponder and pray 

about as we move forward, 

Holy Spirit led, Pastor 

Maggie 

 
 

November 24 

 

 

 
 

To our Trinity family 
 

We have finally finished 

moving boxes, furniture and 

our belongings and have 

settled in to our new home in 

Strathmore.  We are excited 

and happy to become a part 

of our new community but 

we also are feeling 

bittersweet about leaving our 

wonderful church 

family.  Please know we will 

miss you very much and 

extend an open invitation for 

you to pop in for coffee 

when you are in our neck of 

the woods.  Praying God's 

blessing on all of you. 

 

Love Blaine & Kari, Hailey, 

Rebecca and Katherine 

Bolen 

  

P.S.  It was such a pleasure 

for me to be your Office 

Admin/Publishing Secretary 

for so many years. I will 

miss the many people whom 

I had the pleasure to work 

with and serve.  Thank you 

for making me feel so 

welcomed and 

appreciated.  With much 

gratitude ~ Kari 

 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
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November 01  10:00 am with Communion 
   All Saints Sunday 
Acolyte:  Micah J 
Lector:   Hush Rosekat 
Storyteller:  Brianna Nolan 
Sound:   Randy F/Erin H 
Video:   Kate E 

Worship Assistant: Steven Trembecki 
Ushers:  Thomas & Jessica Anderson 
Scripture Readings: Revelation 7:(2-8)9-17 

1 John 3:1-3 
 

November 8  10:00 am 
Acolyte:  Noah M 
Lector:   Avaya M 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Ryan S/ Randy F  
Video:   Nolan T 
Worship Assistant: Rhea Lynne Anderson 
Ushers:  Thian & Rozelle Muller 
Scripture Readings: Amos 5:18-24 

Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 

November 15  10:00 am  
Acolyte:  Megan A 
Lector:   Melanie Altwasser 
Storyteller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound:   Ryan S 
Video:   Nolan T 
Worship Assistant: Laura Marie Elgersma 
Ushers:  Bill & Rhea Lynne Anderson 

Scripture Readings: Zephaniah 1:7-16 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

November 22  10:00 am  
   Christ the King Sunday 
Acolyte:  Addison D 
Lector:   Erin H 
Storyteller:  Brianna Nolan 
Sound:   Mason H 
Video:   Joey A 
Worship Assistant: Steven Trembecki 
Ushers:  Steven & Tricia Trembecki 
Scripture Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
 

 
 
 
Donald & Mary Anne McMahon Nov. 02 
Sommers & Brandi McCord Nov. 04 
Ken & Joyce Aasen  Nov. 18 
Mike & Beth McKnight  Nov. 22 
Colin & Charlene Musgrove Nov. 27 
Russell & Miranda Pammenter Nov. 29 

 
If you would like to have your anniversary included in 
the Wedding Anniversary list please call the church 
office. 
 
 
 
 
Dee Ravnsborg Nov 01 
Harold Stedel  Nov 03 
Barry Heal  Nov 06 
Jackie Kay  Nov 16 
Audrey Flatla  Nov 29 
Terry Shepherd Nov 29 
 
If you are a Senior and would like to have your name 
included on the Seniors’ birthday list, please call the 
church office. 
 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE 

OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES 
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

OCTOBER SENIORS BIRTHDAYS 
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~ November 2020 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:00 am Worship 
with  Sunday School 
 

11:30 am Youth 
Deeper  
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle Worship 
Service 
 

2 
 
Office Closed 
 
 

3 
 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 
7:00pm Adult Study 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

 

4 
9:30 am Agape 
Ladies Bible Study 
 
1:00 pm Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
Women meeting 
 

4:30 pm Confirmation 
  

5 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

6 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

 

7 
 
 

Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 
 

 

8 
 

10:00 am Worship 
with Sunday 
School 
11:30 am Youth 
Deeper  
1:00-3:30- Youth Gym  
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle Worship 
Service 

9 
 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
5:45pm – Board of 
Ed 
 

10 
 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 

10:30 am Staff 
meeting 
 

7:00 pm Deacon’s 
meeting 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

11 
Remembrance Day– 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

12 
 
Office Closed 
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

13 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 

14 
 
Pastor Maggie 
Holidays 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 
Pastor Holidays 
 

10:00 am Worship 
with Sunday 
School 
11:30 am Youth 
Deeper  
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle Worship 
Service 

16 

Pastor Holidays 
 
Office Closed 
 
 
 

 

17 
Pastor Holidays 

 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 
4:30 pm Board of 
Education meeting 

 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

18 
Pastor Holidays 
 

9:30 am Agape 
Ladies Bible Study 
 
 
 

4:30 pm Confirmation 
 

 

19 
Pastor Holidays 
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

20 
Pastor Holidays 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

21 
Pastor Holidays 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

  

22 

Pastor Holiday 
10:00 am Worship 
with Sunday 
School 

 

11:30 am Youth 
Deeper  
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle Worship 
Service 

23 
Pastor Holidays 
 
Office Closed 
 
 
 

24 
Pastor Holidays 
 

Trinity Times 
deadline 
 

10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 

7:00 pm Council 
meeting 
 

8:00 pm AA 

25 
Pastor Holidays 
 
 
9:30 am Agape 
Ladies Bible Study 
 
 
 
4:30 pm Confirmation 
 

 

26 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
 

8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

27 

 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 

 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
2:00pm – Ladies 
Advent Service 
 
 
 

29 
 

10:00 am Worship 
with Sunday 
School 
11:30 am Youth 
Deeper i 
1:30 – 3:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle Worship 
Service  

30 

 
Office Closed 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 8 – 
Communion Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


