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worthiness of life in general or
of our own lives in particular.

To the Saints of God at
Trinity, Brooks,
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Most of you have probably
figured that out already, but
just in case you’ve not yet
discovered this truth, life can
be a real challenge!
We encounter so many
things in our lives over the
course of the years we are
alive on this earth. Some of
them are wonderful, exciting,
beautiful, rewarding – in
short, things that make life
worth the living. Others are
painful, confusing, energy
draining, damaging – in
short, things that make life
seem like a “living hell on
earth” and which can lead us
to question if life was or is
worth living.
Most things in our lives
probably fall somewhere
between these two poles –
mundane, repetitive,
necessary but not necessarily
rewarding on either an
emotional or physical level.
These activities and events
probably don’t make us
reflect much on the

I would like to suggest that the
above might be in some ways
a summary of our lives as
God’s children. There are
moments in which we have
exhilarating interactions with
God or others that leave us
almost breathless with a sense
of God’s love, presence, care
and promise. At other times
we almost despair – we feel
lost, alienated from God,
questioning where he is if he
can allow whatever is
happening to happen to me or
those I love, aware of our
sinful unwillingness to do
God’s will because what we
want is more attractive,
attacked by those we thought
of as brothers or sisters in
Christ.
But most of the time our
Christian journey is lived in
complacency. We pray before
or after meals and at bedtime,
often using words that are
repeated easily and correctly,
but void of thought filled
intention. We can say the
words because we know them
– whether we mean anything
by them at that particular time
may be less clear. We
go to church or Sunday School
–but often out of habit (not
that it’s a bad habit) or
expectation rather than with
excitement or anticipation of
how we will

be able to praise God or be
blessed by him that day.
We again repeat words
which we know or read,
but often because they are
there and with little
reflection on what they
mean or can mean for our
lives. We give an offering
– but not necessarily with
much forethought as to
offering God our firstfruits
rather than our leftovers.
We often need a reason to
give that impacts us – a
cause or a budget perhaps –
rather than out of
thanksgiving for all of
God’s incredible blessings.
We want to love others in
Christ’s name, but may
struggle to spend much
time wrestling with what
that might, could or should
look like in our day to day
interactions at work,
school, play or with family
and friends. We know that
God works through his
Word to keep us alive and
grow us in faith, but taking
the time to read the Bible
or to gather with others in a
study just doesn’t seem to
happen as we had planned.
In short the biggest
challenges of our spiritual
life may not be the highs
and lows, the exciting
moments of epiphanies that
(Continued on page 2)
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open our eyes to God in a
new way or the fearful
moments of doubt or guilt
which can attack our souls.
The biggest challenges may
be to live out the day to day
of being God’s people
without falling into routines
or patterns which leave us
feeling that we have done
what we needed to do or
been what we are called to
be when in fact all we have
done is gone through the
motions of another day
without a thoughtful
interaction with the God
who has loved us to death.
The danger, dare I say sin,
of apathy in our faith
journey is in many ways
the most likely for all of us.
So here is my challenge as
your pastor: “Be alert”.
The devil would like
nothing less than for your
faith life to lapse into
apathetic routine. Your
God would like nothing
more than for you to be
alive in Christ and growing
in faith not just for an hour
on Sunday but moment by
moment throughout the
week. Pray that God the
Holy Spirit will move you
to move – to see the
possibilities and to jump at
them with joy as you grow
in Christ.

All are invited Sunday, Nov 12 at 10:00 am
Rite of Confirmation with Faith Sharing
Class of 2017: Megan Andrews, Anja Muller, Nicola Muller,
Kierstyn Regehr, Mason Regehr, Lauren Trembecki.
________________________________________________________________________________

Doug Rawling with The Caraganas
will be at Trinity
Sunday November 19 at 10:00 am
Join us for Worship and wonderful music!
________________________________________________________________________________

Everyone is invited to a
Birthday Party at Sunrise Gardens
Friday November 24 at 2:30 pm
Come help us celebrate the November birthdays.
________________________________________________________________________________

Youth check out page 6
for exciting youth activities
for the month of November.
________________________________________________________________________________

Ladies Advent Brunch
Saturday, Dec. 2nd @ 9:30 am
An opportunity for women of all ages to set aside
the hustle and bustle of holiday preparations and
focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.
We will be collecting items or offerings for layettes:
2 Undershirts or onesies – newborn size,
1 Sweater – newborn size,
2 Receiving blankets,
Washcloths (regular size),
4 diapers (flat)
A baby blanket (large enough to wrap the bundle)

Ten Thousand Villages will be here with
beautiful and unique handcrafted items to purchase.
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Church Women
The next TLCW meeting
will be on

November 15 at 1:00 pm
*Please note the new time*.
All ladies are invited to attend.

Confirmation
News
Adult Study based on the book by Philip Yancy
and a variety of current resources.
The Study continues
Monday nights at 7:00 pm

Save the Date
Children’s Christmas Service
“Come to Bethlehem and See”

Sunday, Dec. 17th

Please note the following dates:
November 8

Last Confirmation class for the year

November 12 @ 10:00 am
Rite of Confirmation & Faith Sharing
Join Megan Andrews, Anja Muller,
Nicola Muller, Kierstyn Regehr,
Mason Regehr and Lauren Trembecki
as they share their faith with their family,
friends and church family.

Please see the
letter on the
bulletin board
across from
the office for
more specific
ways you can
pray for
Devon
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Community wide, open invitation to anyone who enjoys
good, free food. Come along, bring your family and your
friends and meet some new people while enjoying a
delicious meal on us!

A Worship Hoedown!
Featuring Starfield’s Tim Neufeld

Tuesday, November 7, 2017
Door 6:30 – Show 7:00

Brooks E Free Church
See the poster on the portable bulletin board
for more info.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday nights
Drop-in shinny hockey
8 pm Duchess Arena. $10/person

Where: 203 – 3rd Street West, Brooks
Meal: Shepherds Pie
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“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God” Hebrews 13:16

Annual TLC Sock Gathering
Dear TLC Members and Friends,

One of the roles of the
Board of Deacons is to
support the spiritual
growth opportunities
of all those connected
to Trinity. Often
people become
members of a
congregation but over
the years for one reason
or another begin to drift
away from more regular
worship attendance or
participation in other
areas of the
congregation’s ministry.
In the New Year our
Deacons would like to
contact members who
have become less
connected to Trinity
than in the past to see if
we can provide any
assistance in their lives
as God’s people. If you
might be interested in
taking part in that effort
through home visits,
telephone contact or
other support we would
invite you to share that
interest with one of the
Deacons (Mark
Altwasser, Brian Berg
or Harold Stedel) or the
church office.

Please do not park in the alley
as it is not only illegal but it
also is inconvenient for our
neighbors. Also, please be
considerate of our seniors &
leave parking spaces for them
at the back door.

Go to our website
brookstrinity.ca

Do you have any gently used socks that are sitting lonely
and unused in your dresser drawer?
Each Fall, we start to think about the coming winter- cold
winds and snow...brrrr! Do we also think of those who are
without warm clothes, those who will suffer through the
changing temperatures?
For the last two years we at Trinity have collected gently
used and new socks and taken them to the local Women’s
Shelter and to Calgary, to the Calgary Rehab and Drop In
Centre, the Mustard Seed, and Inn from the Cold. At these
places the socks are enthusiastically accepted and given
out to men, women, youth and children in need.
Just think how warm feet can change your life! It is said
that without warm protected feet, people will suffer with
skin breakdown, blisters and sores that prevent walking
and being able to work. Imagine if this was happening to
you- and the many things that you could not do if you
were not able to get your shoes on and be comfortable.
The sock collection drive will start on November 1st, with
blue bins placed in the Narthex of our church. The bins
will be labeled “MEN”, “WOMEN”, “YOUTH”, and
“CHILDREN”. Donated socks will be delivered to
receiving agencies in December and January.
Gently used socks must be clean and in good repair, and
in pairs (same size but don’t need to match). New socks
are gratefully accepted as well.
Please help us with this important project!

If you have a concern you
would like to have placed on
our Prayer Chain please call
the church office. Please
notify the office also if your
email address has changed.

Any questions or suggestions can be directed to me,
Leona Ferguson.
Thank you so much!
Leona Ferguson and the Mission Committee
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Youth Stuff
"As you therefore
have received
Christ Jesus the Lord,
continue to live
your lives in him."
- Colossians 2:6

Youth
Stuff
Fun Night
Nov. 5 ~ 3 - 7:30 pm
At Trembecki’s house
We will have supper, play Grey Wolf
and basketball and have a campfire
Jingle & Mingle
Nov. 26 ~ 3 - 7:00 pm
Ugliest Christmas Sweater Competition
with awesome prizes
Supper & Mug O' Candy exchange
We provide the mugs, you bring the
candy. ($10 limit)
Old Fashioned Christmas

Trip to the Shoebox Warehouse
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017
(Departure from Trinity at 9:00 am)
Youth Grade 8 and up are invited to volunteer to
with Samaritans Purse at the Operation Christmas
Child Shoebox warehouse. There will be a bus for
transportation. Cost for the bus and pizza
supper will be $20 / person.
Due to limited space you must be paid to be
considered signed up (nonrefundable.)
See the sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board across the
office for more info.
Deadline to sign up and
pay is November 26th

Dec. 10 ~ 11:30 am

It’s a Wonderful Life!
Chilli Lunch, Skating and Pie face
Remember to bring your skates!
For Youth Grade 7 and up

Studying God’s Word
Sunday Mornings
•

Sunday Mornings
•
•

9:00 am

Youth Grade 8 & up
Breakfast & time in God’s Word

at God’s Word

Deeper Study
•
•
•
•

9:00 am

Juniors Grade 5 - 7

Nov. 19

Youth Grade 10 & up
Once a month
after church
with
lunch
Remember
to bring
your
Bible!
Watch for future dates & topics
November: Wicca & the Occult

Trinity Times
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November 2017 Stewardship Newsletter Article
Our Father in heaven has
claimed us as His own.
By the shedding of His
Son’s blood, by the His
death for our sins and
His resurrection for our
justification, God the
Father has received us
back into His family. By
water combined with His
Word, promise, and
name, the Holy Spirit
has taken up residence in
us. We belong to Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. He
is in us, and we are in
Him. And being in Him,
all things are ours. In
Him, we are richly and
abundantly blessed.
Our true treasure and
wealth is that we belong
to the most holy Trinity
and everything that is
His belongs also to us:
righteousness, peace,
eternal life. Even our
temporal treasures are
gifts from His fatherly
divine goodness and
mercy.
We receive our treasures
from Him, and thus, as
(good stewards of His
varied grace,) (1 Peter
4:10) we manage them in
such a way that they may
be returned to Him. We
bring them to Him,
hallowed through
prayers of thanksgiving
and God’s holy Word, as
an offering. Thus, all our
possessions, as gifts
from God, are also
offerings to Him, from
which we eat to nourish
our bodies, share with
our family, neighbors,
and fellow Christians,

with the poor and even
our enemies, as holy
things given by the holy
God. His temporal gifts
are blessings to and for us,
and bring blessing upon us
even as they are pressed
into His service for His
kingdom and the souls
that receive them.
Thus we place all that we
have into God’s hands,
and He never fails to
remember us and pours
out the fullness of His
promises upon us. We
give thanks for all that He
has done, is doing, and
will continue to do. We
give thanks by not taking
for ourselves, but giving
to all even as our heavenly
Father has given to us.
As we prepare for the
celebrations of
Thanksgiving, may we all
give thanks continually
for all that we are and all
that we have because of
God’s providential care.
And may we be all the
more diligent in bringing
everything that we have
received from God to
Him, so that He may bless
it and employ it for the
good of all — even for us.
“For to the one who has,
more will be given, and he
will have an abundance”
(Matthew 13:12).
-From the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod Website
www.lcms.org

Our Mailboxes are Full!

Automated Funds
Transfer Agreement
Anyone wishing to have
their tithe to the General
Fund automatically
transferred from their bank
account please call the
church office for an
agreement form. This is an
easy and convenient way to
fulfill your stewardship
responsibilities to our
church.

Please remember to check
your mailbox regularly. It is
one of the ways we
communicate with you and
we do not want you to miss
out on any information.
If you don’t have a mailbox
but would like one. Please
call the church office at
403-362-4259.

Do you have eye glasses that
you can no longer wear?
Please drop your old glasses off
in the box labelled “Glasses”
underneath the portable bulletin
board in the foyer and give
someone the gift of sight. There
are many in this world who could
never afford to buy eyeglasses
and you can contribute to renew
their sight.
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NOVEMBER
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Donald & Mary Anne McMahon
Sommers & Brandi McCord
Dirk & Deborah Regehr
Ken & Joyce Aasen
Mike & Beth McKnight
Colin & Charlene Musgrove
Russell & Miranda Pammenter

Nov. 02
Nov. 04
Nov. 13
Nov. 18
Nov. 22
Nov. 27
Nov. 29

If you would like to have your anniversary
included in the Wedding Anniversary list
please call the church office.

NOVEMBER
SENIOR’S BIRTHDAYS
Dee Ravnsborg
Harold Stedel
Barry Heal
Jackie Kay
Ron Anderson
Steve Turuk
Audrey Flatla

Nov. 01
Nov. 03
Nov. 06
Nov 16
Nov. 20
Nov. 21
Nov. 29

If you are a Senior and would like to have your
name included on the Seniors’ birthday list,
please call the church office.

Rend Collective Concert

Trinity Times
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WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES
November 05
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

November 12
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

November 19
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am with Communion
All Saints Day
Brett Niznik
Kristen Niznik
Maggie Theiss
Myra Altwasser / Ian Altwasser
Doris Bachand
Mark Altwasser
Brian & Debbie Berg /
Brad & Kristen Niznik
Revelation 7:2-17
1 John 3:1-3
10:00 am
Rite of Confirmation
Anzelle Muller
Melanie Altwasser
Julie Musgrove
Ryan Summach / Randy Flatla
Harold Stedel
John & Charlotte Dyck /
Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma
Amos 5:18-24
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

10:00 am with Communion
Bryanne Peltzer
Anne McMahon
Pastor John
Jayden Harvie / Mason Hofer
Debbie Berg
Brian Berg
Leona Ferguson / Anne McMahon

Randy & Corry Flatla
Zephaniah 1:7-16
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

November 26
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am
Christ the King Sunday
Lauren Trembecki
Ria Neufeld
Maggie Theiss
Ian Altwasser / Jayden Harvie
Mark Altwasser
Wendy & Gordon Frank /
Pete & Patty Green
Deuteronomy 8:7-18
Philippians 4:6-20

Ushers are reminded to please make sure that all church
doors are locked before leaving after Sunday worship.

Send us Your Photos
We invite all of the photographers in the congregation to submit
your scenery photos to be used for background pictures for use
on the screen for Sunday mornings. You can email them to the
church office at brkstrin@telusplanet.net. We are also looking
for pictures of our members in ministry or scenery for the
website and bulletin covers. We look forward to seeing the
creativity of our church family.
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~ November 2017 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Communion Sundays

Wed

1

November 5
November 19

Thu

2

9:30 am Agape Ladies 10:00 am Board of
Study
Education meeting

Fri

3
Maggie day off

9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

6

7

8

Pastor John day off

9:30 am Agape Ladies
Study

3:00 pm Youth Fun
Night @ Trembecki’s

7:00 pm Vanishing
Grace Study

8:00 pm AA

12

13

14

9:00 am Education
Hour (Gr 5 – 7)
10:00 am Worship

11:30 am Staff meeting

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

4:30 pm Last
Confirmation class

15

16

9:30 am Agape Ladies 9:15 am Communion
Study
@ Newbrook Lodge

7:00 Worship
Committee meeting

1:00 pm Trinity
Lutheran Church
Women meeting

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

22

23

18

Pastor John day off Pastor John day off
3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

8:00 pm AA

20

27

9:00 am Education
Hour
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service
2:00 pm Pastor John @
Iddesleigh
3:00 pm Youth Jingle &
Mingle Progressive
Supper

17

1:00 pm Staff meeting

21

Trinity Times deadline Pastor John & Maggie
day off
10:00 am Staff
meeting
11:30 am Mission
9:30 am Agape Ladies
6:00 pm Brownies
1:00 pm Quilting
Ministry meeting
Study
6:30 pm Girl Guides /
7:00 pm Council
12:00 pm Deeper Study
Pathfinders
8:00 pm AA / Alanon
meeting
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church
7:00
pm
Vanishing
of God Tabernacle
8:00 pm AA
Grace Study
Worship Service

10:00 am Worship

11
Pastor John & Maggie
day off

9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

26

10

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

Office ClosedRemembrance Day Stat 1:00 pm Quilting

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service

19

Pastor John day off

6:00 pm Brownies

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 6:30 pm Girl Guides / 1:00 pm Quilting
of God Tabernacle
Pathfinders
Worship Service

Rite of
Confirmation

9

4
3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

2:00 pm Bible Study @ 1:00 pm Staff meeting
Newbrook Lodge
8:00 pm AA / Alanon
4:30 pm Confirmation

5

Sat

28

29

30

Pastor John & Maggie 9:30 am Agape Ladies Maggie day off
day off
Study
4:00 pm Worship @
12:00
pm
Staff
meeting
Long term Care - BHC
\1:00 pm Quilting

6:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides /
Pathfinders
8:00 pm AA
7:00 pm Vanishing
Grace Study

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

24
2:30 pm Birthday
Party @ Sunrise
Gardens

25
Pastor John & Maggie
day off

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting
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Trinity Lutheran Church
811 Cassils Road W
Brooks, AB T1R 0E4

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.brookstrinity.ca

PHONE:
(403) 362-4259
FAX:
(403) 362-6298
E-MAIL:
brkstrin@telusplanet.net

Trinity Times
The next deadline is
November 21.

