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Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus,
the Christ.
Many of my letters in past Trinity Times have
been based on some seasonal aspect of the
church year – as for example comments on
Easter and Holy Week in the spring or
Christmas in December. This month affords
the same possibility with All Saints Day and the
start of the Advent Season both available as
the focus. And while each is important and
worthy enough of a separate letter, this month
I’d like to do something a bit different.
Do any of you know the eighth commandment?
Or more specifically, do you know how it is
explained by Dr. Luther in his Small
Catechism?
And maybe even more
specifically, have you ever actually tried to live
it out in your life, especially in your life within
the family of faith, when things happen that
don’t fit with your thoughts on how something
should be?
In our numbering system, the eighth
commandment calls us to not bear false
witness against our neighbour. Luther, on the
basis of his study of scripture and other
believers before him writing about this
commandment, explains this command as
meaning that we should not speak falsehoods
about, betray the confidences of or denigrate
others. Rather we should speak well about
others, defend them when others speak ill of
them, and always interpret their behaviour in
the best way possible.
In effect the
commandment addresses everything from
lying to gossip to silence when we should
speak up to judging others without mercy – the
last something we beg God not to do with us.
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others (as well as myself) to get it “right”, and it
is so easy to jump upon any comment
(especially those dealing with church teaching
and practice) which might be stated in a way
that could be misinterpreted by others. If you
are one of the unfortunate ones who has
experienced this from me, I ask your
forgiveness.
Another reason I find the commandment hard
to obey is because I know how I want things to
be, how I want them to flow, and how I want
others to do them. And since I am always right
(not true in reality, but my sinful nature easily
convinces me that it is so none the less) that
means others must have gotten it wrong. How
easily then I do the very thing I fear –
misinterpret, often by simply assuming a
motive that isn’t there, what another has done
or said and judge them for it.
As if that isn’t enough, I am also quite capable
of justifying my actions, especially gossip,
because what I am sharing is true. It’s not by
accident that one of the sayings we often hear
goes something along the lines of “if you can’t
say something nice about someone don’t say
anything about them at all”.
That is, in
essence, what the eighth commandment boils
down to. If we are not defending or praising
our neighbours (and the Good Samaritan
parable does a good job of reminding us who
those are), especially those of the “household
of faith”, then our best bet is to say nothing
about them at all. Living this way builds up the
other rather than hurting each other. It also
lets us practice the love of care and
compassion which reflects the type of love
shown to us by our loving Lord and Saviour,
whose love was so deep that he died in our
place so that we may live by his grace. God
grant me the strength to do what the
commandment calls me to.

I don’t know about you, but I find this one of the
harder commandments to deal with. In part,
that reflects how often in daily life we
encounter others. Partly it happens because of
my own personality – as a perfectionist I need
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Haiti Mission Team
Lunch Fundraiser
Sunday November 29
following church

AT TRINITY
____________________________________________________________________________________

It’s that time of year again.
Mark your calendars

The Haiti Mission team will be hosting a
fundraising lunch with a free will offering. All
money raised will support projects that will be done
in Haiti.
__________________________________________

November 22 after Sunday service
we will put up the tree and decorate.
Wednesday, November 25 @ 1:00 pm
We will finish decorating the church
Many hands make light work!
____________________________________________________________________________________

Trinity Lutheran Church Women

Advent Brunch
Saturday November 28, 2015
9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
All women, young and young at heart are welcome to join
with us as we prepare our hearts and minds for His birth.
This year we will be collecting items or offerings for
layettes:
2 Undershirts or onesies – newborn size
1 Sweater – newborn size
2 Receiving blankets
Washcloths (regular size)
4 diapers (flat)
6 diaper pins
A baby blanket (large enough to wrap the bundle)
____________________________________________________________________________________

Midweek Advent Worships
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, and 16
at 7:00 pm
Join us for a journey into the family tree of
Jesus. We will be exploring the promises of a
Saviour through song, symbols, scripture and
visuals as we prepare to celebrate the birth of
that Saviour, Jesus.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

Rite of Confirmation and Faith Sharing
Sunday, November 22 @ 10:00am
Please join us as we declare our faith in God!
Katherine Bolen
Emma Weber
Anzelle Muller
Victor Valin
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TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH WOMEN
The next TLCW meeting will be on November 4, 2015 at
10:00 am. All ladies are invited to attend.
__________________________________________

Crossroads Clinic Fall Banquet
Join us as we reflect over our journey, honouring the
heart of the community over the years and the hope of an
even brighter tomorrow.
Saturday, November 7, 2015
Heritage Inn, Brooks, 6-9 pm
Register at crossroadsclinic.ca or Call 362-6665 by Nov 2
____________________________________

Compass for the Caregiver
Do you provide care for a family member or
friend who is living with challenges due to
disability, illness, or old age? Then you are a
caregiver! Join us for a nine week series.

Starting Wednesday January 20, 2016
1:00 – 3:00 pm
Call to register at the Canadian Mental Health Association
Office: 403-504-1811. For more information see the poster
on the portable bulletin board.
_____________________________________________________________________

Our “Mitten Tree” will be in the church foyer as of
Sunday, November 15 and will be up through December 13. We are anticipating your gifts of mittens, gloves,
toques and scarves to decorate its branches. These gifts
will be distributed locally to those in need as the cold
season approaches. Thank you and God bless you for
your generosity on behalf of others.
______________________________________________
In response to the tragic farm
accident that happened in
Central Alberta this fall our Sunday School and Youth will be
taking a collection for
Operation Christmas Child.
They will donate all proceeds in memory of Catie, Dara
and Jana Bott and to honour their faith in Christ Jesus.
There will be a card in the entrance hall for all of our people to sign and a shoebox if you wish to contribute to the
memorial donation. Our youth will take the donation with
them when they work at the Shoebox warehouse on
December 1st. Please continue to hold the Bott family in
your prayers.
______________________________________________

Christmas Kettles
Are you interested in going to Edmonton to join
thousands at the nation’s leading equipping & renewal
conference? Would you like to see Casting

Crowns in concert?

For more information and to sign-up, check out the
bulletin board across from the office. Deadline for early
registration is December 8th.

Please consider taking a 2 hour shift at
Canadian Tire on either Friday
December 11 or Saturday, December
12. All money raised stays in Brooks.
We need 8 – 10 volunteers.
Please contact Gisela McGregor at 403362-4423.
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“Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto
my path”
Psalm 119:105
Socks are the most needed but least donated articles of
clothing in homeless shelters. Can you imagine trying to
find a job or go to school with cold feet or sores on your
feet because you don’t have proper socks?
The Mission Committee is coordinating
a Socks Donation Drive.
Hampers are in our Church Lobby near the Mission
board. They are labled for Men’s, Women’s, Youth and
Kid’s Socks. New or gently used socks are what we are
looking for, as long as they don’t have any holes in them.
Odd socks are acceptable as well!! Please place your
donations in the appropriate hamper. The donated socks
will be shared with local and city (Calgary and Medicine
Hat) shelters in the month of November.
Update: We have had the chance to distribute most
of the socks collected so far locally. We will continue
to collect socks for distribution to the shelters in
Calgary and thank all who have been donating so
generously to this service ministry as followers of
Christ Jesus, our Lord.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________
Agape Ladies Bible Study
Wednesdays @ 1:00 pm in
the Chapel Room
We will explore the nine vital works in a Christian’s life
which the scripture calls “the fruits of the Spirit. We will
meet every Wednesday; come as we laugh, cry, and
learn more about the fruit we will bear as a believer.
All ladies are welcome!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Christianity and Islam
Adult Study
Join us for a six week series comparing
and contrasting Christianity and Islam.
Mondays, Oct 26 – Nov 28
7:00 – 9:00 pm
Facilitated by Maggie Theiss
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you have a concern you would like to have placed on
our Prayer Chain please call the church office. Please
notify the office also if your email address or telephone
number has changed.
______________________________________________
Prayer Opportunity
Please pray for the mission
team from Trinity as they
prepare to travel to Haiti. They
will be there January 17 – 28,
2016.

Membership at Trinity: If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a
confirmed member of Trinity we would
like to invite you to attend the Adult Information Classes which are being planned for this fall.
The goal of the classes is to share the basic teachings of
the Christian faith within the Lutheran context while helping each participant to grow in discipleship in their daily
lives. The course will be held on Wednesday nights,
from 7-8:30pm on October 21 – November 25, and
from 8-9pm on December 2, 9 & 16 following our midweek Advent activities. There is no cost and any materials will be provided. For more information or to register
for the class in advance please contact the office (403362-4259) or speak with Pastor John.
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Hey Youth
Please look below for your stuff

Fall Youth Things
"Remember your Creator in the days of your youth"
- Ecclesiastes 12:1

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Attention High School Youth
As a little kid you sang “My God is
so Big”. Now come explore just
how BIG God is.
Indescribable
And how much He loves you
– Astronomical grace! Pts. 1-5
Thursdays at 5:00 – 7:00 pm
(with supper). Note Nov. 5 @ the
Dyck farm.
Remember to bring your Bible
And consider inviting a friend!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WWW.Believers! for youth
W.ord, W.itness, W.orld
Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am in the
Youth Room
We are studying the of the
Book of ACTS and the EARLY
CHURCH using “God’s Not
Dead”, “Acts” and other
video resources

Do you have eye glasses that you can no longer wear?
Please drop your old glasses off in the box labelled
“Glasses” underneath the portable bulletin board in the
foyer and give someone the gift of sight. There are many
in this world who could never afford to buy eyeglasses
and you can contribute to renew their sight.
______________________________________________

The Gift of Dallas
Thank you to our congregation and to Trinity Council for
allowing us to attend the LCMC Annual Gathering in
Dallas, TX together this past month. The weekly “work”
of ministry leadership and shepherding is so very busy
and can overwhelm and it is so important that we have
ongoing exposure to the bigger church and the work of
God in His Kingdom beyond just our congregation and
community. It meant a lot to be able to take this time of
renewal and feeding in ministry as a couple and as the
Pastoral Team of Trinity. The weather was beautiful and
we were able to also enjoy some down time, rest and
relaxation. We have been blessed by your generosity.
We are working on ways to share the materials from the
gathering with the congregation and pray that you will all
be blessed as well.
In Christ’s service, Pastor John & Maggie
______________________________________________

“TO KNOW GOD AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN”
______________________________________________

Shoebox Warehouse Trip
Youth Grade 9 and up consider
joining us to go work at the
Shoebox warehouse in Calgary.
(Grade 8 youth please speak to Maggie if you’d like to go)
Tuesday, December 1
We will travel with Intervarsity Christian Fellowship from
the high school. We will leave at 10:00 am.

Thank you to All Pro for their hard work cleaning Trinity
Lutheran Church carpeting and especially thanks to
Audrey Flatla, trustee, for her dedicated effort in
coordinating the cleaning of our church.
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Thank you to the following:
Glenn and I and our families want to give a huge thank
you to all of Our Trinity Family for their love and
prayers for our granddaughter Jennifer Oakes, following
the loss of her lower right leg, due to a boating accident,
in July. Jen has been so strong and brave throughout this
ordeal. She is doing well. Just recently she spoke to her
school on behalf of Canadian Blood Services asking for
all who can, to donate blood. (Her Aberhart High School
won the “Young Blood For Life” challenge last year,
beating 430 other Canadian High Schools with the most
donations). She has recently attended the STARS 30th
Anniversary Open House, and she will meet with the crew
that saved her life sometime in November. She started
Grade 12 with her class and has shown such amazing
spirit and courage for all the inconvenience and pain. We
know that all your love and prayers were a powerful
support then, and still are. The next big hurdle is the
fitting of the prosthesis which should happen in the next
week or two. All of the Oakes and Ravnsborg and
Schofield families want to add their love and thanks for
prayers and support from our dear church family.
Dee Ravnsborg

Trunk or Treat Committee: Felicity Dykstra
Jess Laboret
Julie Musgrove
Amy Tyshkewich
Kitchen helpers:

Rhea Lynne Anderson
Jackie Lester
Enid Stewart

Trunk or Treat Video Production:
Myra Altwasser
Loan of Face painting supplies:
Parents as Teachers
Providing the straw bales: Jackie Kay
Providing the traffic cones:
Smith Funeral Home
Thank you to all who brought their trunks
and candy, dressed up, shared a game, and
welcomed our community into our midst for a
fun family day. It was a great time and we
were able to reach out to approximately 200
children and 100 adults. Thanks to God for
His presence and the beautiful weather.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

FYI You have an opportunity for service to
our church family at TLC.
We would welcome anyone interested in the
preparation of coffee after Sunday worship or
the clean-up, to come into the Kitchen to become familiar
with the routine. There is a sign-up sheet in the Kitchen.
We’ve been enjoying treats with our after worship coffee
and welcome contributions if you feel lead to do so

____________________________________________________________________________________

Jennifer Oakes (Glen & Dee Ravnsborg’s granddaughter)

Check it out at
www.brookstrinity.ca
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“In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an
offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat
portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his
offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no
regard” (Gen 4:2). Why did the Lord not have
regard for Cain and his offering, but did regard Abel
and his offering? Was it because Abel’s offering
was better intrinsically than Cain’s? No. The Book
of Hebrews tells us: “By faith Abel offered to God a
more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which
he was commended as righteous, God commending
him by accepting his gifts” (Heb 11:4). The thing
that distinguished Abel’s offering from that of
Cain’s is faith. By faith, Abel offered a more
acceptable offering.
Faith and giving are inseparable. They are two sides
of the same coin. It is faith in the promises of God
that leads us to give. By faith we trust that God will
do what He says. By faith, we receive everything
God gives as a gift from His divine mercy and
goodness. For what do we have that we have not
received (1 Cor 4:7)? Nothing. Everything we have
comes from the Lord. By faith we give to others
because God has first given to us, and by faith we
trust that He will continue to provide for us all that
we need for this body and life. And when by faith
we give, God accepts our offerings and commends
us as righteous. For by faith we are accounted
righteous before God on account of Christ. Giving
is a spiritual issue.
But there is a flip side to this two-sided coin: Cain
didn’t give an offering to God by faith. His offering
did not come from faith but from someplace else.
And since it didn’t originate with faith in God and
His promises, it was not regarded by God. And he
was not accounted righteous. This is a warning to
us. Pay attention to your faith and your offerings,
and from where they come.
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From where do your offerings come? Like all
good works, offerings acceptable in God’s sight
flow from faith in Christ. They are given in
response to the gifts God has given to us,
especially the gift of forgiveness of sins in Jesus
Christ. And since they are given by faith, they will
be the target of Satan’s attacks to ruin the church,
do damage to the gospel of Christ, and to weaken
your faith in Him. For sin is crouching at our doors,
and the temptation to sin in giving is great because
of the fallen world and our sinful flesh. But Jesus is
greater than our hearts. Jesus has overcome the
world. And by faith, so have we. By faith, we rule
over them.
____________________________________________________________________________________

There are 50th Anniversary envelopes available until the end of
the year. You can find them on the
Worship Center by the Sanctuary
doors. All offerings given in the
50th Anniversary Envelope are
designated 50 – 50 for 50 years. 50% will go to general
fund to assist with ongoing ministry of Trinity. 50% will go
to a mission designated by the congregation when the
year ends. We thank you for your generous support. To
God be the glory!
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Automated Funds Transfer Agreement

Anyone wishing to have their tithe to
the General Fund automatically
transferred from their bank account
please call the church office for an agreement form. This
is an easy and convenient way to fulfill your stewardship
responsibilities to our church.
______________________________________________
We are still in need of a volunteer to sign
up for taking care of Trinity’s
recycling needs for the month of
November. The signup sheet is on the
bulletin board across from the office.
Please consider this opportunity to serve.
______________________________________________
Please take some time to check the lost and found. It
is in the northeast corner of the cloakroom. Any unclaimed items will be given
to charity at the end of November.
Thank you.
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NOVEMBER
SENIOR’S BIRTHDAYS
Dee Ravnsborg
Harold Stedel
Barry Heal
Jackie Kay
Ron Anderson
Steve Turuk
Audrey Flatla

Nov. 01
Nov. 03
Nov. 06
Nov 16
Nov. 20
Nov. 21
Nov. 29

If you are a Senior and would like to have your name
included on the Seniors’ birthday list, please call the
church office.

NOVEMBER
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Donald & Mary Anne McMahon
Sommers & Brandi McCord
Dirk & Deborah Regehr
Mike & Beth McKnight
Ken & Joyce Aasen
Colin & Charlene Musgrove

Nov. 02
Nov. 04
Nov. 13
Nov. 22
Nov. 18
Nov. 27

If you would like to have your anniversary included in the
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office.

Worship Services Schedule of
Volunteer Duties
Nov. 01
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Communion Prep
Ushers
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am with Communion
All Saints Sunday
Brooklyn Niznik
Anne McMahon
Pastor John
Liam Anderson / Myra Altwasser
Doris Bachand
Dale & Vi Olsen /
Leona Ferguson/Anne McMahon

Nov. 08
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Ushers
Scripture Readings:
Nov. 15
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Communion Prep
Ushers
Scripture Readings:
Nov. 22
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Ushers
Scripture Readings:
Nov. 29
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Ushers
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am
Bryanne Peltzer
Anna Moeller
Maggie Theiss
Devon Flatla / Emmalyn Elgersma
Gordon & Wendy Frank /
Rudy & Jean Peltzer
1 Kings 17:8-16
Hebrews 9:24-28
10:00 am with Communion
Bible Translation Sunday
Jordan Peltzer
Lorene Nichols
Jeanie Culligan
Doug Erlandson / Kathryn Dyck
Debbie Berg
Brian & Lorene Nichols /
Betty Stica / Enid Stewart
Daniel 12:1-3
Hebrews 10:11-25
10:00 am
Christ the King Sunday
Lyndsey Peltzer
Kristen Niznik
Julie Musgrove
Ryan Summach / Joel Musgrove
Will & Anna Moeller /
Brad & Kristen Niznik
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Revelation 1:4b-8
10:00 am
1st Sunday of Advent
Ken Riveral
Harold Stedel
Pastor John
Ian Altwasser / Liam Anderson
Elgersma Family
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Ushers are reminded to please make
sure that all church doors are locked
before leaving after Sunday worship.

Isaiah 25:6-9
Revelation 21:1-6a
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Sun

Mon

1

2

9:00 am Education Hour
10:00 am Worship
11:30 am Orchestral Ensemble
1:00 pm Confirmation Sacraments
Retreat
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church of God
Tabernacle Worship Service

Pastor John day off

8

9

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

6

10

9:00 am Education Hour
10:00 am Worship
11:30 am Orchestral Ensemble
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church of God
Tabernacle Worship Service
2:00 pm Pastor John @
Iddesleigh

1:00 pm Quilting
5:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides / Pathfinders 7:00 pm Worship Committee
7:00 pm Christianity / Islam study meeting
8:00 pm AA

15

16

1:00 pm Agape Ladies Study
4:45 pm Confirmation
7:00 pm Adult Membership class

5:00 High School Youth Going
Deeper Study
7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

11

12

Remembrance Day – Office
Closed

Pastor John away

1:00 pm Agape Ladies Study
No Confirmation

5:00 pm High School Youth
Deeper Study
7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

18

19

1:00 pm Agape Ladies Study
4:45 pm Confirmation
7:00 pm Adult Membership class

5:00 pm High School Youth
Deeper Study
7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

24

25

26

1:00 pm Quilting

10:30 am Worship @ Long-term
care - BHC

17

7
Pastor John day off

10:00 am TLCW meeting

5:00 pm Brownies
1:00 pm Quilting
6:30 pm Girl Guides / Pathfinders
7:00 pm Christianity / Islam study 8:00 pm AA

Sat

6:00 pm Crossroads Clinic Supper

13

14

20

21

Bible Translation Sunday
9:00 am Education Hour
10:00 am Worship
11:30 am Orchestral Ensemble
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church of God
Tabernacle Worship Service

Pastor John day off
5:00 pm Brownies
1:00 pm Quilting
6:30 pm Girl Guides / Pathfinders
7:00 pm Christianity / Islam study 7:00 pm Council meeting

2-4:30 pm Audrey Johnson’s
Birthday party

8:00 pm AA

22

23

27

28

Rite of Confirmation Sunday
9:00 am Education Hour
10:00 am Worship
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church of God
Tabernacle Worship Service

29

5:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides / Pathfinders
7:00 pm Christianity / Islam study 8:00 pm AA

1:00 pm Agape Ladies Study
7:00 pm Adult Membership class

30

Notes

1st Sunday in Advent
9:00 am Education Hour
10:00 am Worship
11:30 am Haiti Mission Fundraiser 5:00 pm Brownies
Lunch
6:30 pm Girl Guides / Pathfinders
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church of God
7:00 pm Christianity / Islam Study
Tabernacle Worship Service
2:00 pm Pastor John @
Iddesleigh

5:00 pm High School Youth
Deeper Study
7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

9:30 am Ladies Advent Brunch

Communion Sundays
November 1
November 15
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