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To the Family of God in 

Christ Jesus at Trinity, 

 

God’s peace be with you 

always, so that you may live 

in faith rather than fear. 

 

If you’ve had the nerve, or at 

least the need, to watch the 

news over the last few 

months you may well have 

encountered (perhaps on a 

daily basis) the words “we 

live in unprecedented times”.  

One definition of this phrase 

is “never before known or 

experienced”.  The extent to 

which the phrase is true 

might well depend on who 

you are.  For most of us in 

North America it is a true 

saying – although if you are 

old enough to remember the 

Spanish Flu, the Great 

Depression, The Second 

World War or other similar 

events you’ve probably had a 

taste of something similar.  If 

you live in most of what is 

often described as the “third 

world” the Covid-19 crisis is 

in some ways everyday life 

as you have always known it.  

For those who lived during 

the great plagues of the 

Black Death a number of 

centuries back what we are 

seeing now is perhaps a mild 

inconvenience which they 

would gladly exchange for 

their reality if they could. 

 

The words of the writer of 

Ecclesiastes (1:9-11) are 

perhaps apropos at such a 

time as this:  “What has been 

is what will be, and what has 

been done is what will be 

done; there is nothing new 

under the sun.  Can one say 

about anything, ‘Look, this is 

new?’  It has already existed 

in the ages before us.” 

 

What is true always, 

however, is the wonderful 

news that God is in control.  

While we don’t know what 

will happen, he does.  Not 

only does he know, but 

Scripture promises that he 

already has plans to use what 

happens for the good of his 

people.  While we cannot 

understand the whys of his 

choices and actions we are 

always reassured that he 

works all things for the good 

of those who love him and 

are called according to his 

purpose. 

 

Does that mean that nothing 

painful will happen to us and 

those we love?  Does it mean 

that the world will return to 

“normal” (if that is even a 

good thing) when this 

current situation ends?  

Does it mean that we will 

get what we want?  Of 

course not.  We will all 

have to live with what 

ever changes happen, like 

them or not.  Our material 

blessings may be fewer, 

our retirement nest eggs 

smaller, our comforts 

compromised. 

 

But what it does mean is 

that God will ensure that 

we have what we need, 

even if it’s not what we 

want.  He will ensure that 

we have forgiveness for 

our fears and doubts of 

the current moments – 

those, too, are part of why 

our Saviour died.  And he 

will ensure that we live 

with the peace of his 

promise of resurrection to 

eternal life and reunion 

with all the saints of all 

time who, with us, will 

dwell in the presence of 

the Lord. 

 

For God’s children, it is 

enough. 

 

May the Holy Spirit hold 

you safe in the care of the 

Good Shepherd of the 

sheep, 

 

Pastor John 
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Pastor John Retirement 

Update 
 

On Sunday, May 3, 

Trinity Council President 

Bill Anderson shared an 

announcement regarding 

my letter to council 

indicating my plan to 

retire effective October 

31, 2020.  I’ve been 

asked to share a bit more 

about what is happening. 
 

First, I want to thank God 

for the privilege of 

serving as one of 

Trinity’s pastors.  To 

shepherd God’s people is 

a calling which I do not 

deserve but which I 

treasure.  The journey of 

these past 23+ years has 

been filled with joys and 

sorrows, hopes and 

dreams – some realized, 

some still in the making.  

It has memories and 

relationships which I will 

treasure here on earth and 

which we will share again 

and anew in the glory of 

heaven. 
 

Second, I have been 

given the privilege of 

sharing in ministry not 

only with so many of 

God’s people here, but in 

a very special way in 

team ministry with Pastor 

Maggie – a true gift from 

God to me and to Trinity.  

For that there are not 

words enough to say 

thank you to the 

congregation for making 

this possible. 
 

Finally, in this time of 

transition it is my hope 

and prayer to still be able 

to serve in ways which can 

be a blessing to Trinity.  

When the call as Assistant 

Pastor ¾ time was 

extended to me in 

February, 2019, it included 

a stipulation that I would 

provide the congregation 

with six months notice 

should I reach the decision 

to retire fully.  Thus, my 

letter to council which 

included the following: 
 

Considerations in making 

the decision – The 

reduction in the number of 

duties (meetings, Bible 

studies, home visits, 

services at Iddesleigh and 

Rolling Hills, etc.) at 

Trinity due to Covid-19.  

The resultant strain due to 

Covid-19 on 

congregational offerings 

and the ability of the 

congregation to meet 

financial obligations, 

including staff salaries.  

The hope that the process 

of calling an Interim 

Transitional Pastor might 

be simplified. 
 

The proposal to meet that 

target date – “Effective 

May 1, 2020, I would 

continue at Trinity in my 

call as Assistant pastor 

until October 31, 2020.  

During that time period I 

would not receive any 

compensation for those six 

months (but would be 

added to Pastor Maggie’s 

health plan).  I would be 

available by virtue of that 

ongoing call to preach, 

teach and do pastoral care  

on behalf of the 
 

Continued on the next page 

 
 

Would You Like to Help With Our Facebook Live 

Services on Sundays? 

 

Read a verse of scripture 

 

Help with the Dismissal: perfect for our littles who 

don’t read but would like to be a part of the service.   

 

Prayers: Record a prayer for use during the service. 

 

We would love to “see” our church family participate 

in our online services.  Email the church for more 

information. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Revised Office Hours 

 

Monday:  noon – 4pm 

Tuesday:  noon – 4pm 

Wednesday:  9am – 4pm 

Thursday:  noon – 4pm 

Friday:  9am – noon 

 

*Please note our office is open in a limited 

capacity.  Please phone first if you need to 

come in. 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
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congregation upon the 

request of the Senior 

Pastor.  This ensures that 

she will be able to have 

support available and 

take time off according to 

her schedule and the 

needs of the 

congregation.  In this 

situation I would also 

waive the portion of the 

call which requires the 

congregation to give me 

three months notice upon 

another pastor accepting 

a position here at 

Trinity.” 
 

At a special Church 

Council meeting on April 

28, 2020, the council 

discussed and accepted 

my letter.  What that 

means is that from now 

until October 31, 2020, I 

will continue to serve as 

a called pastor at Trinity.  

However, I will not 

normally be in the office 

or carry out duties other 

than preaching, teaching, 

special pastoral care and 

special services as 

requested by the Senior 

Pastor or Church Council 

through the Senior 

Pastor.  On behalf of the 

Church Council I would 

ask that you contact the 

church office with your 

requests for pastoral care 

or Pastor Maggie in cases 

of pastoral emergencies.   
 

I pray that God will 

continue to bless our 

ministry together here at 

Trinity as we proclaim 

Christ crucified and risen 

for the salvation of the 

world. 

 

Calling all Expectant Moms  

or Moms with new little ones 

 

MONDAYS AT 3:00 PM 

 
Who better to share with than your sisters in Christ 

 about your pregnancy and the baby? 

 

Email the church office for your invite. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

HELP DURING COVID-19 
 

We are aware that many of you are in self-isolation 

for various reasons (symptomatic, immune-

compromised, or elderly).   
 

“Doorstep Delivery” helpers are available for those 

needing deliveries, etc. Please call the church office 

403-362-4259 for assistance. 
 

The “Staying Connected” phone group is up and 

running to check in on our seniors and those with 

compromised health. If you would like to serve as a 

'phoner' or if you would like to be on our contact list 

or know of someone who would benefit from it call 

the church office. 
 

Here is a link for the COVID-19 self-assessment tool 

and we encourage you all to make use of it!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

This is a reconciled statement to April 30, 2020 

 

With generous donations to the church our balance as of April 30, 2020 is $3,391.70.  

Estimated Expenses for May are $22 000.00 and June’s property taxes are estimated 

for $4000.  

 

Thank you for your continued generous giving! 

 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net?subject=Mommy%20Zoom%20Invite
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx?utm_source=google&utm_medium=sem&utm_campaign=Covid19&utm_term=self-assessment&utm_content=GoA-v1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw6sHzBRCbARIsAF8FMpWLUtN0Yr-yP7i2pw6XNLrfUb68XLX8eHeeLXRzN2hm-hHLbFotafEaApS0EALw_wcB
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Please remember the following 

ministries whom we regularly 

partner with. 
 

The following ministries are largely dependent on 

donations from people like you.  Please continue to 

support them in any way that you can. 
 

 

www.crossroadsclinic.ca 
 

Social distance fundraising! Could 

you imagine facing an unplanned 

pregnancy at this time? Help clients 

receive essential care, even during the 

COVID-19 crisis. 
 

Help a local client get the care they need: 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/crossroads

-brooks/p2p/change/ 

 

****************************************** 

 

www.lifetalkcounselling.ca 
 

****************************************** 

 

www.thechampionscentre.net 
 

****************************************** 
 

Wilderness Ranch 
www.wildernessranchalberta.com 

 

 

 
 

Dear Pastor John, 
 

On behalf of our 

congregation and church 

council we wish to extend 

our heartfelt thanks for 

your many years of 

service to the members of 

Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Words cannot express our 

appreciation and gratitude 

for your leadership to 

both our church and 

community. Our 

congregation has been 

blessed by your guidance 

and service. You are not 

only our Pastor but our 

friend and mentor and for 

this we are so grateful.  
 

During your 23 year 

career in Brooks you have 

led and mentored your 

flock through many 

different times and trials. 

We thank you Pastor John 

for your Christlike 

leadership. You have 

touched all of our lives 

with your compassion, 

biblical truth and your 

steadfast love for Christ.  

You are well known and 

respected in our 

community due to your 

willingness and ability to 

minister to those in need. 

You have ministered to 

countless people and this 

is one of your many 

strengths.  This leadership 

by example shows your 

people how to share 

Christ’s love with others. 

We thank you for being 

the hands and feet of 

Christ not only to the 

members of Trinity but 

to all of God’s children. 

You have consistently 

led your congregation 

based on biblical 

principles and we are so 

very thankful for your 

knowledge and 

commitment to stand 

firm on the truth of the 

Word. 
 

 Planning has been in 

place for your retirement 

for some time and in 

order to facilitate this 

transition you accepted 

the role of assistant 

pastor in February 2019. 

The next step in the 

transition process will be 

to call a transitional 

pastor and then a 

permanent lead pastor. 

Thank you for enabling 

this to be a smooth 

process for Trinity.  This 

has allowed Trinity to 

plan and transition and 

we are thankful for your 

willingness to serve in 

this capacity. We thank 

you for being Trinity’s 

faithful shepherd. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Council 
 

“Give them someone 

who will guide them 

wherever they go and 

will lead them into 

battle, so the community 

of the Lord will not be 

like sheep without a 

shepherd.”  

Numbers 27:17 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crossroadsclinic.ca/
bit.ly/crossroadschange
bit.ly/crossroadschange
http://www.lifetalkcounselling.ca/
http://www.thechampionscentre.net/
http://www.wildernessranchalberta.com/
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blessing to those of us  

here and so in that same 

Spirit, I ask each of you to 

take the opportunity to speak 

a blessing to them and thank 

them in your own way as 

you have the chance to do so.  

Please remember them in 

your prayers.   
 

In this time of hard decisions 

and seeking the guidance of 

Christ Jesus, Pastor Maggie, 

On behalf of Trinity Church 

Council 

 
 

 
 

Update and Thank 

you to the Carter 

Family 
 

Members and friends of 

Trinity, on behalf of 

Church Council I have 

been asked to update 

everyone on the status of 

our Cleaning Contract with 

the Carter Family.  Garry, 

Willie and David have 

served Trinity for many 

years, week after week, 

caring for our Church by 

thorough tending and 

cleaning.  They have often 

gone above and beyond as 

a part of their offering to 

God in service to Christ 

our Lord, and as a part of 

our faith family.  Our 

congregation has been 

blessed by their service in 

countless ways. 
 

After difficult deliberation 

and discussion and after 

making sure that they 

would qualify for 

Government programs 

being offered, it was 

decided by Church Council 

to suspend their cleaning 

Contract with Trinity at the 

beginning of April. This 

was not an easy decision to 

make and much prayer 

accompanied the process, 

with concern and Christian 

love for the Carter family 

in evidence.  The 

decision was made with 

two key factors. First a 

health concern for both 

Garry and Willie during 

this pandemic.  At the 

point we made the 

decision there were still 

quite a few people in and 

out of the church 

building.  Second was 

the awareness that 

groups, worship, studies, 

etc. would soon not be in 

the building for quite 

some time to come, and 

so the need for a weekly 

cleaning would not be 

there.  We recognized 

after doing some 

research that the Carter’s 

would qualify for the 

Government Program 

assistance if their 

contract were suspended 

due to COVID-19. This 

led us to the conclusion 

that this would be the 

caring way forward in 

these hard 

circumstances, offering 

the most reliable of 

income for them and 

would enable them to 

apply earlier rather than 

later for the Government 

assistance.   
 

It is our hope and 

intention to be able to 

host a gathering of 

celebration and thanks 

for all their years of 

service to Trinity at 

some future time.  Pastor 

John and I, and our 

family, the Office Staff - 

Kari and Joey, and 

Church Council thank 

them now for all the 

little extras that they have 

given over the years.  The 

fellowship Hall shines 

beautifully at this time as 

Garry gave it a good 

cleaning and waxing at 

the end of March, and 

each time I walk through 

it I give thanks for his 

dedication in carrying out 

his work. We will miss 

them being around the 

building during the week.  

Garry rarely left the 

Church without a word of 

God’s  

 

 

 
 

 

The Online Bible Study begins May 12. Participants 

will receive access to a new video by Louie Giglio 

along with study materials each week through June 

16th. 
 

Sign up for this free Bible Study here 
 

Winning the Battle Against Your Giants 

In this six-session video Bible study, Pastor Louie 

Giglio uncovers a newfound twist in the classic story 

of David and Goliath. He shows how the key to living 

free from our giants is not better slingshot accuracy, 

but keeping our eyes on the one and only giant-

slayer: Jesus. Put your hope in him, and watch 

Goliath fall. 
 

Sessions Include: 

Dead but Still Deadly 

Fear Must Fall 

Rejection Must Fall 

 

 

Comfort Must Fall 

Anger Must Fall 

Addiction Must Fall 

 

 

https://www.christianbook.com/page/promotion/online-bible-studies/goliath-must-fall-louie-giglio-online-bible-study/gmf-sign-up
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Pastoral Sharing on  

Holy Communion & 

COVID-19 

 

Dear faith family, 

 

It has been awhile since 

we have been able to 

gather at the Lord’s Table 

for Holy Communion.  

This meal is indeed one 

of the means of grace that 

God gives to His people, 

to His Church. We have 

been fasting from this 

meal of forgiveness and 

strength as part of 

distancing and fighting 

the Corona virus.  

Baptism is another means 

of God’s grace.  The 

Word of God is also a 

means of grace that God 

gives to us and we have 

been intentional in 

offering Sunday worship 

and a mid-week Home 

Worship where we can 

gather around God’s 

Word and find 

forgiveness and strength 

for daily living.  We do 

not know how long the 

restrictions 

accompanying this 

pandemic will last.  We 

do not want to be away 

from the Lord’s Table for 

an extended length of 

time.  Fasting is good but 

starving is not!  

 

The Deacons and Pastors 

have had discussion 

regarding Holy 

Communion, and we 

found it helpful to look to 

see what direction there 

may be for us biblically, 

theologically, historically 

and in current practice 

within the Lutheran 

Church bodies. We will 

be in prayer and 

discussion on how to 

move forward and in 

what ways we can make 

communion available to 

our faith family, as soon 

as possible. 

 

Please note if you are in a 

space or in special 

circumstances where you 

deeply desire the comfort 

and strength that the 

Lord’s Supper provides, 

you can call the Church 

office and arrangements 

with Pastor Maggie will 

be set up for you to have 

private communion.      

 

For now, Pastor John and 

I wanted to share some 

articles, thoughts, and 

resources for those of you 

who would like to know 

more about how these 

decisions are reached. 

First our own thoughts 

and study, and then links 

to the current position 

being taken by NALC 

(The North American 

Lutheran Church) and 

LC-MS (Lutheran 

Church – Missouri 

Synod), two bodies that 

line up with our 

congregation on the 

authority of God’s Word.  

LC-MC (Lutheran 

Churches in Mission for 

Christ) is an association 

of churches and as such 

does not have a set 

statement or position on 

this. 

 

These are the thoughts 

we shared with the 

Deacons: 

 

In doing historical 

research there is no one 

consistent pattern that 

was followed by 

denominations (in 

1918/19) or by 

"Lutheran" countries (c. 

1450 - 1600).  What is 

consistent is the 

theological position that 

the Lord's Supper, unlike 

Baptism, is not of such 

necessity as to be 

administered according to 

any specific timeline or 

amounts per 

year.  Practices varied 

from once a year to 

weekly (and in larger 

cities, often 

daily). During the 

plagues of the middle 

ages when a situation 

arose which made 

communal worship 

impractical or impossible 

communion was 

celebrated as the 

worshiping community 

was able to gather and 

not celebrated when it 

could not.  In part this 

was to assure that the 

Roman Catholic practice 

of the priest celebrating 

private masses was not 

instituted again and partly 

to avoid the pitfalls of the 

church in Corinth (see 

especially 1 Corinthians 

11:17-34).  But Lutheran 

pastors still communed 

the sick and especially 

the dying.  During the 

Spanish Flu of the early 

1900's some churches 

were forbidden to hold 

public services, much like 

our situation 

today.  Again, Lutherans 

in general postponed 

communion until such 

time as the community of 

faith could gather, with 

pastors once again 

providing communion to 

those dying as they were 

able. 

 

Our situation is 

complicated by two 

specific issues:  deeper 

knowledge about 

communicable disease 

(including the 

coronavirus which leads 

to Covid-19) and the 

advent of the internet and 

social media.  During the 

plague years there was 

little "shelter in place" 

required by government 

(although as noted 

several places, Martin 

Luther did advocate for a 

type of social distancing - 

known to us perhaps 

because his fame meant  

 

 

Continued on next page 
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that so much of what he 

wrote was kept for 

posterity) and many in 

many communities 

worship services 

continued 

unabated.  With more 

knowledge of how 

disease (to some extent 

this one also) is 

transmitted we have 

specific restrictions on 

assembly and movement 

by government on several 

levels.  The concept of 

"on-line" communion 

could never have been 

conceived of by either the 

church of the 1500's or 

the church during the 

Spanish Flu.  That leaves 

us today with the duty of 

considering the Scriptural 

and theological 

implications of something 

not spoken to by previous 

generations.   

 

That means looking at 

Scripture:  The overall 

picture of the Lord's 

Supper found there is that 

it always happens with a 

gathering of God's 

people, from Jesus and 

his disciples in the upper 

room to small groups 

getting together in homes 

and larger groups 

gathering in something 

more similar in size to a 

synagogue.  While 

Baptism happened 

whenever and wherever 

requested (individually, 

in family or household 

units and even 3,000 on 

the day of Pentecost), 

communion was part of 

the worship of the 

gathered 

community.  This leads 

into the theological 

aspect, which includes 

the historic Lutheran 

understanding that 

communion has three 

parts:  the blessing of the 

elements, the giving of 

the elements and the 

eating/drinking of the 

elements within the same 

setting.  Historically 

neither pastors nor lay 

Lutherans took 

consecrated elements to 

sick or shut-in individuals 

(as the words of 

institution were then 

separated from the giving 

and consuming).  This 

also served to reinforce 

that the pastor had no 

particular special power 

given in ordination (as 

taught within the Roman 

Catholic and - to some 

extent - Anglican 

churches) that allowed 

him / her to turn the bread 

and wine into the Body 

and Blood of Christ 

permanently.  

 

Through the call of God 

through the congregation 

to be the pastor and 

under-shepherd of Christ 

among the congregants of 

the  congregation to 

which the pastor is called, 

the pastor acts on behalf 

of all the members to do 

that which is their 

Christian freedom to do - 

historically cited in part 

his will for the good of 

Trinity congregation. 

 

Pastor John & Pastor 

Maggie 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Link to (NALC) 

perspective on virtual 

communion 

 

https://thenalc.org/project

s/pastoral-letter-

concerning-virtual-

communion/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Link to LCMS 

perspective on 

communion and 

COVID-19 

 

https://files.lcms.org/wl/?

id=F64Yu9xwsZKeXMxf

XEvRCQK6EaEBgSkw 

 

 

 

 

as helping to ensure good 

order in worship and 

congregational 

life. Therefore, the pastor 

normally went to the 

homes / hospital rooms of 

sick members and 

celebrated communion 

with them and any 

members of their family / 

friends who might be 

with them.  This helped 

to reinforce the Biblical 

model of communion 

being part of the worship 

life of the congregation - 

not an individual 

action.  While there is 

more openness today to 

having lay members 

provide communion to 

sick and shut-in 

members, the expectation 

would still be that they 

are "set apart" through 

some type of 

commissioning to act on 

behalf of the 

congregation and given 

some training in how to 

carry out the communing 

that would leave the 

person communed 

assured that they had in 

fact received the Body 

and Blood of Christ in 

that action.  The purpose 

of the Lord's Supper is to 

receive the forgiveness of 

sins and strengthening of 

faith that Christ promises 

us, to remember his 

sacrifice for us and to 

proclaim to each other 

"the Lord's death until he 

returns!"   

 

May God guide and bless 

us as we look to carry out 

https://thenalc.org/projects/pastoral-letter-concerning-virtual-communion/
https://thenalc.org/projects/pastoral-letter-concerning-virtual-communion/
https://thenalc.org/projects/pastoral-letter-concerning-virtual-communion/
https://thenalc.org/projects/pastoral-letter-concerning-virtual-communion/
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=F64Yu9xwsZKeXMxfXEvRCQK6EaEBgSkw
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=F64Yu9xwsZKeXMxfXEvRCQK6EaEBgSkw
https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=F64Yu9xwsZKeXMxfXEvRCQK6EaEBgSkw
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Pentecost: A Study & 

Challenge! 

 

In many parts of the 

Christian Church around 

the world Festival 

Sundays, holy days of 

special significance in 

both the history of our 

faith family throughout 

the ages and in our daily 

living today are included 

in the worship as part of 

the Church year.  Some 

of these festivals are very 

well known to the world 

around us – Christmas, 

Easter, to name two.  

Some are known to those 

who have encountered 

them because of an event 

in their own life – such as 

All Saint’s Sunday, 

where we remember the 

saints, our loved ones 

who have died in Christ 

and gone to be with the 

Church triumphant.  

Epiphany, the visit of the 

Magi (or wisemen) is 

better known in certain 

cultures around the 

world, such as Mexico 

where customs abound, 

or German heritage 

where it is known as 

“little Christmas”.   

 

Not all Christians 

recognize or celebrate 

these days in the Church 

year.  It is generally 

churches with some 

liturgical form to their 

worship. As a Lutheran 

Pastor, I find it exciting 

that recent studies have 

shown that more modern 

denominations are re-

discovering the rich 

heritage and awesome 

value in teaching and 

passing on the faith found 

in this connection to the 

church from age-to-age.  

An example is the new 

inclusion of Advent and 

Lenten traditions into the 

reform churches in recent 

years, and a re-examining 

of how Holy Week is 

observed. These are not 

‘lifeless’ traditions but 

living ways of walking 

our faith journey. Exciting 

times! 

 

As Lutheran Christians 

we are used to following 

the church year calendar 

and observing the 

different seasons and 

festival days.  They have 

helped us to learn the 

story of our faith and the 

stories of our ancestors in 

faith. The spiritual 

DANGER for us is to fall 

into a ‘same-old, same-

old’ mentality that does 

not engage anew into the 

depth of God’s Word as 

we celebrate these high 

holy days. “Oh, it’s 

Pentecost . . . blah, blah, 

blah”.  

 

The Feast of Pentecost is 

coming up this month on 

May 31. Ask yourself, 

what do I know about it?  

What do I learn from 

hearing the story of the 

birth of the Christian 

Church again this year? 

What is the spiritual 

significance of it in my 

life today and how does it 

lead me to repentance and 

growth as a part of 

Christ’s Church? 

 

Take the Pentecost Quiz: 

True or False 

 

1. Pente means 40 in 

Greek.  

2. Pentecost began in the 

New Testament. 

3. Pneuma In Greek 

means “spirit”. 

4. Pentecost is a feast of 

harvest. 

5. People thought the 

disciples were drunk 

on the 1st Pentecost. 

6. Pentecost shows the 

‘inclusivity’ of the 

Church. 

7. Water and wind are 

symbols of Pentecost. 

8. The disciples spoke 

different languages on 

Pentecost. 

9. Shav out is Hebrew 

for weeks. 

10.  Pentecost assures me 

I have been given 

gifts to serve God. 

11.  Jewish people 

celebrate Shav out 

still today.  

12.  Pentecost is 

sometimes called 

‘Whitsunday’. 

13. Jesus appeared to the 

people at Pentecost. 

14. Shav out is the 

celebration of the 

giving of the Law. 

15.  The Disciples hair 

was on fire on 

Pentecost. 

Answers on page10  

(Please do not cheat) 

 

Pentecost was a Hebrew 

festival before it became 

a Christian one.  It was 

known as the ‘feast of 

weeks’ or ‘feast of 

harvest’ or ‘day of First 

Fruits’.  It was a harvest 

festival, (Exodus 23:16, 

Deuteronomy 16:9-11a) 

signifying the end of the 

grain harvest originally 

but became the festival of 

commemoration of the 

giving of the Law on Mt. 

Sinai to Moses. It 

continues today in the 

Jewish faith as Shav out. 

It is the fiftieth day after 

Passover (after Easter).   

 

STOP and PONDER:  

Pentecost was a Festival 

of grain harvest. Grain 

that came from the seed 

in the ground sprouted 
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forth and ready to 

harvest.   

 

It became the festival 

where the people 

celebrated the “LAW” 

given to them by God 

through Moses to make a 

way for them, sinners, to 

be in relationship with a 

holy and just God.  

 

Jesus fulfilled the Law by 

dying an innocent death 

on the cross for sinful 

people.  He was buried 

(as a seed goes into the 

ground) and He burst 

forth from the grave on 

Easter. By Jesus’ death 

and resurrection, He 

made THE WAY for all 

to be in relationship with 

a holy God.  Jesus 

ascended into heaven on 

the 40th day after his 

resurrection sending the 

disciples to Jerusalem 

(for 10 days) to await, 

“being clothed with 

power on high”.  In the 

New Testament, 

Pentecost is the 

fulfillment of Christ’s 

promise found in Luke 

24:46-49, “and he said to 

them, ‘Thus it is written, 

that the Messiah is to 

suffer and to rise from 

the dead on the third day, 

and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, 

beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things. 

And see, I am sending 

upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in 

the city until you have 

been clothed with power 

from on high.’” 

 

Read Acts 2:1-20 

Those of us who grew up 

in the Church know that 

Pentecost is the birthday 

of the Christian Church.  

We have all had Sundays 

where we sang, ‘Happy 

Birthday dear Church’, or 

had birthday cake.  We 

remember the reading in 

Acts 2 filled with the 

names of Jews from all 

sorts of places we have 

trouble pronouncing.   

 

STOP and PONDER: 

These Jews were gathered 

for the Festival of 

Pentecost in Jerusalem, 

the Capital city, from all 

over the Diaspora where 

they had been dispersed 

due to persecution and 

Roman rule.  God had 

them all gathered where 

Peter and the disciples 

could speak the Good 

News of Jesus’ life, 

crucifixion, and 

resurrection for all to 

hear!  Coincidence?  A 

reminder to us that 

nothing is coincidence in 

God’s plans.  And that in 

God’s economy nothing 

goes unseen or unused as 

opportunity to speak, so 

that all may hear the 

Gospel and return to God.  

 

On that first Pentecost, the 

birthday of the Christian 

Church, three thousand 

were baptized into Christ, 

receiving forgiveness, and 

the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit of God.  Three 

thousand would return to 

their homes, their 
communities, their 

workplaces, and spread 

the Good News of Jesus.  

AND this is how the 

Church grows – it is the 

best discipleship training 

there is, growing in the 

word and serving where 

you are!  

 

STOP and PONDER:  In 

Acts we hear again and 

again that ‘the word of the 

Lord grew’.  Jesus is the 

Word of God.  We are 

Jesus’ Church.  As the 

Good News of Jesus goes 

out His Church grows and 

we, the baptized, 

forgiven, called in our 

baptisms and through the 

Gospel are the ones sent 

out with the privilege of 

serving Christ and 

growing the Church by 

the power of the Holy 

Spirit at work in us!   

 

Who knew reading Acts 

2:1-20 had so much to do 

with me? With you? With 

being the Church?   

 

In England Pentecost 

Sunday is known as 

“Whitsunday” (White 

Sunday), as many 

churches welcome their 

newly baptized or newly 

confirmed members into 

the church on that day – 

‘clothed in power from on 

high’, and they are invited 

to wear white, washed 

pure in the blood of the 

Lamb.   

 

RED is the colour used for 

Pentecost to symbolize a 

living faith!  The fire of 

the Spirit of God at work 

in our lives, renewing, 

revitalizing, restoring us 

for life in the family of 

God.  

 

Two Pentecost images 

stand out, symbols of the 

Holy Spirit’s work in our 

lives - the elements of 

‘wind’ and ‘fire’.  The 

Greek word for ‘Spirit” 

(Pneuma) also means 

wind and breath.  Each 

disciple had a flame, as of 

fire, over their heads.  I 

wish I could see mine! 

 

STOP and PONDER: 

what do these two images 

say to you today?  Ask 

yourself the following: 

 

Am I quenching the 

Spirit’s fire in my life 

with my own desires and 

priorities?   Or my fears of 

being called a “Jesus 

Freak” etc.?  Or?   Pray 

about it, ask forgiveness, 

and start again! 

 

In what ways is my daily 

faith journey one of 

breathing in and 

breathing out?  How do I 

breathe in the Word of 

God each day?  

(Devotions, Bible reading, 

Music,) In what ways do I 

breathe out my response 

to God’s Word? (Prayer, 

Praise, Service, Mission) 

Pray about it. Consider 

starting a “Breathing 

Journal”.   
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Skit Guys TV 
 

We’ve got plenty of hilarious and inspiring things 

for you to watch for free! Click here toget started. 

https://skitguys.com/sgtv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confronting My Fears 
 

January 27, 2019 • Rev. Kelly Vander Woude 

Read the blog post by clicking the link 

https://familyfire.reframemedia.com/articles/confro

nting-my-fears 

 

 

 

The “Do You Know?” 20 Questions 

About Family Stories 
Here is one way to start telling and sharing family 

stories. 

 

Robyn Fivush Ph.D. |  Posted Nov 19, 2016 
 

Read the blog post by clicking the link: 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-

stories-our-lives/201611/the-do-you-know-20-

questions-about-family-stories 
 

 

One last important 

thing to remember 

about Pentecost. 

 

Up to this point God had 

chosen, walked with, 
been in a covenantal 

relationship with the 

Hebrew/Jewish people.  

People outside of the 

Jews had been welcomed 

into the fold as they had 

shown faith in the power 

of the Hebrew God 

(Ruth, Rahab, etc.)   

 

PENTECOST is the 

inclusion of all people.  

All sinners, multilingual, 

multiracial, multicultural, 

who hear and believe the 

Good News of Jesus 

Christ make up the 

Christian Church.  

Consider the many 

languages not previously 

spoken by the disciples 

and now they can take the 

message anywhere in the 

known world and 

beyond!   

 

STOP and PONDER:  

We are to be a 

community in which all 

people are drawn together 

by God’s love in Christ.  

As Paul writes in 

Galatians 3:28, “there is 

no longer Jew or Greek, 

there is no longer slave or 

free, there is no longer 

male and female; for all 

of you are one in Christ 

Jesus.”  What does this 

mean for you?  For the 

mission and outreach of 

Trinity? Pray about our 

mission, the mission of 

the Church to share this 

Good News in word and 

deed.   

 

May Your Pentecost 

celebrations this year 

(probably in your homes) 

be filled with new 

awareness, new intention, 

new encouragement to 

find ways to use your 

gifts (poured out on you 

in Baptism) to serve 

Christ and His Church.  

If you have young 

children at home how 

might you share 

Pentecost with them, 

have a Pentecost party, 

red balloons, and 

breathing exercises as 

you tell the story!  If you 

have youth at home? 

Young adults? 

Individuals? Couples? 

May you go deep with 

God and find new ways 

to share the truth of Jesus 

Christ!  I can hardly wait 

until May 31st!  

 

Growing in faith and 

grace each day, Pastor 

Maggie 

 
 
Answers to the Pentecost 

Quiz: 1.F  2.F  3.T  4.T 

5.T  6.T  7.F  8.F  9.T  

10.T  11.T  12.T  13.F 

14.T  15.F 

 

 

 

Blog Posts to Check Out 

https://skitguys.com/sgtv
https://familyfire.reframemedia.com/articles/confronting-my-fears
https://familyfire.reframemedia.com/articles/confronting-my-fears
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-stories-our-lives/201611/the-do-you-know-20-questions-about-family-stories
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-stories-our-lives/201611/the-do-you-know-20-questions-about-family-stories
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-stories-our-lives/201611/the-do-you-know-20-questions-about-family-stories
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Trinity Lutheran 

Church 
 

 

811 Cassils Road W 

Brooks, AB  T1R 0E4 

 

PHONE: 

(403) 362-4259 

 

E-MAIL: 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

 

 

 

Follow us: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church Brooks 

  trinity_brooks_ab 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Serve Christ our Lord by 

welcoming, equipping  

& sending disciples” 
 

 
Mike & Mona Cann  May 03 
Terry & Brenda Shepherd May 04 
Randy & Corry Flatla  May 06 
Kirk & Bernyce Baynham May 14 
Micah & Shanna-Lee Eckert May 16 
Barry & Tina Preston  May 19 
Glenn & Dee Ravnsborg  May 19 
Ken Francis & Ria Neufeld May 19 
Barry & Della Berg  May 30 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louise Berg  May 03 
Louis Nester  May 03 
Anne Beblow  May 05 
Marie Schuett  May 06 
Carol Anderson  May 07 
Val Deunk  May 07 
John Dell  May 08 
Shirley Heck  May 08 
Evelyn Harahus  May 10 
Karen VanderLinden May 12 
Darlene Curran  May 14 
Dennis Dockray  May 17 
Garry Carter  May 17 
Patty Schneider  May 19 
Elvera Lillehei  May 23 
Rudy Peltzer  May 26 
Linda Weisbeck  May 27 
Huber Ellis  May 28 
Harry Nielsen  May 31 
 
If you are a Senior and would like to have your name 
included on the Seniors’ birthday list, please call the 
church office. 
 

Trinity Times 
 

The next deadline is  
May 29, 2020. 

MAY SENIORS BIRTHDAYS 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooks/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooks/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
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MAY 2020 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

     1 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

2 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

3 
 
10:00 am Facebook 
Live Worship 
 
7:00 pm Youth 
Zoom Game 

 

4 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

5 6 
 
10:00 am Staff 
Zoom meeting 
 
12:00 pm 
Confirmation Zoom 
Class 

 

7 8 9 

10 
 
10:00 am Facebook 
Live Worship 

 
 

11 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 
 

12 13 
 
10:00 am Staff 
Zoom meeting 
 

12:00 pm 
Confirmation Zoom 
Class 

 

7:00 pm Deacon 
Zoom meeting 

14 15 16 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

17 
 
10:00 am Facebook 
Live Worship 

 

18 
 
Victoria Day – 
Office Closed 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm Council Zoom 
meeting 

20 
 
10:00 am Staff 
Zoom meeting 
 
12:00 pm 
Confirmation Zoom 
Class 

 

21 22 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

23 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

24 
 
10:00 am Facebook 
Live Worship 

 

25 26 27 
 
10:00 am Staff 
Zoom meeting 
 
12:00 pm 
Confirmation Zoom 
Class 

 

28 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

29 30 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 

 

31 
 
10:00 am Facebook 
Live Worship 

      

 


