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Maggie, one of our
grandsons and I were having
an ice cream treat a few
nights ago when I
encountered the incredibly
intense pain known in our
part of the world as “brain
freeze”! It’s a bit of an irony
that the actual source of the
pain is not in the brain at all.
Rather, the pain comes from
constrictions in the
capillaries and related
vessels in the sinus area after
they come into quick contact
with a very cold product as it
touches the roof of the
mouth. The pain is actually
felt in the forehead area,
however, due to limited pain
receptors inside the mouth.
I’d not had a brain freeze for
quite a while, so I have to
admit that the pain was a
pretty intense shock! There
is another type of brain
freeze which I encounter
much more often, however.
It is sometimes called
“writer’s block” and tends to
occur when one is forced to
prepare a written work
within a specific time frame
with a very specific due date.
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It’s a bit of an irony that the
actual source of the block is
not too little but too much
content or information to be
shared. “Where to begin?
What to focus on? How to
proceed?” are but a few of the
questions that race through
one’s mind as writer’s block
begins to produce the
inevitable headache!

impossible. The writer’s
block tends to come in
filtering down all the
material that could be
shared into that which
would seem to be most
beneficial to the hearers at
any given service (while
still relying on the Holy
Spirit to give some
additional inspiration as the
message is being shared!)

For pastors the most common
times for writer’s block are in For newsletter articles the
writing sermons and in writing bigger issue tends to be
pastor’s letters for newsletters. choosing a topic. Should it
be seasonal for weather
In writing sermons, for
(winter, spring, summer,
example, my professor at
seminary suggested at least 2 fall) or the church year
(Advent/Christmas, Lent,
hours preparation time
(reading, researching, writing Easter – or as this May,
Ascension Day, Pentecost,
and re-writing, plus any
Trinity Sunday) or even
“practice preaching” for
specific items in the sermon) societal (Mother’s Day or
for each minute you would be Queen Victoria Day, for
example?) Are the specific
preaching. For a 15-20
needs of the congregation
minute sermon that would
mean around 30-40 hours per more important – financial
stresses often lead to
week preparation time. (I’ll
stewardship topics;
let you guess how often that
happens for the typical pastor, personality conflicts often
especially in those weeks with produce letters about
fellowship and family and
extra services like weddings
getting along; theological
and funerals and those times
of the year, such as Christmas, conflicts in the wider
church generally are
Lent and Holy Week, with
special services as well.) The addressed based on the
truth is that rarely does more level of impact the local
than a fraction of the resources congregation might
experience due to the
reviewed make its way into
each sermon – the pastor may particular issue; societal,
moral and practical issues
well grow from the study

time, but sharing that material
Continued on the next page
fully is almost always
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Continued from page 1
in the community and world
are all potential topics as
well. And – all honest
pastors will also admit that
from time to time the
temptation is there (and
occasionally as well given
into) to talk about one’s
own pet issues or projects
or interests.
The above could be my
effort to work through
writer’s block for this
month’s Trinity Times. I
prefer to see it as a chance
to share a bit of the
challenges and joys of
serving in ministry within a
congregation. I would ask
for your prayers for
Maggie, me and all who
help to lead worship or
study through the written
preparation and sharing of
God’s story – the love story
that gives forgiveness and
peace, offers hope and leads
to life! Ask the Holy Spirit
to bless us with an
abundance of lifegiving
material to share and the
wisdom and discernment to
share it well. Maybe even
suggest to us some topics,
issues or questions you
might like addressed in a
more formal way through
sermons, studies or
newsletter articles – in one
final irony, that might let
you be both part of the
problem and part of the
solution! God’s blessings
in Christ.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Trinity Lutheran Church
Quilters Appreciation Tea
Saturday May 5th @ 2pm
In the Fellowship Hall

Blessing of the Quilts
During worship
May 6, 2018 at 10:00 am
*Please talk to Jean Peltzer if you would like to purchase
one of the beautiful quilts created by our talented quilters.*
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mission Outreach Opportunity
Highway Clean Up-May 5
There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board
across from the church office.
Meet at church @ 8:30am to drive out to site Alternate date is May 12 in case of reschedule.
Money raised used for Mission Projects/Sponsorship
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to go to
Wilderness Ranch Camp This Summer?
The Mission Ministry is offering financial
assistance to kids who would like to go to
Wilderness Camp this summer. Please
provide a written submission outlining reasons
why you would like to attend camp. Please give your submission to
Rhea Lynne Anderson, Val Deunk or Leona Ferguson.
The deadline for submissions is May 31, 2018.

Trinity Times

offers a

Centre
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Prairie Rose Hospice Palliative Society
Free Lecture Series
Friday May 4th 2018
@ Brooks Heritage Convention
from 9 to 4 pm.
Virtual Hospice Website - Ogechi Asagwara
Pastoral Care - Pastor John Thiess
Doing Death Care Differently Rayne Johnson
Alzheimer Society Alariss Schmid.
Recreation Therapy Carrie Huckerby.

Please join us!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Lifetalk seminar
"Anger & Its Many Faces"
will run for 5 weeks on
Tuesday evenings, May 1 to May 29, 2018 from
7-9pm. It will be held in our usual location Room
209 of the Community Cultural Centre where our
office is located. Cost is $20/person. Those who are
interested can call 403-362-2210 to register and for
further information
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Blessing of the 2018
Graduates
Join friends, family and the community in
recognizing and celebrating the 2018 graduates of the
County of Newell on this milestone in their journey
of faith and life. Music led by Trinity Worship Team
with Kristi Mitchell on piano.

Wednesday, May 16 @ 7 pm
Griffin Park Theatre
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please be in prayer for all Graduates
(See page 6 for a list of Trinity’s Grads)
Rosemary Grad – May 11
Duchess Grad – May 12
Brooks Composite Grad – May 26
St Joseph Grad – June 1 & 2
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Saturday May 12
Register online at crossroadsclinic.ca
Timed Event - Awards –
BBQ – TOONIE CARNIVAL
Registration Fee $25, Family $100,
Team up to 8 $120
Registration and Pledge Forms available on the
bulletin board across from the office.

Is offering
a Free, one-time Single Mom’s Oil Change,
Saturday, May 12, 10-2pm
at Freson Bros IGA parking lot.
Volunteers needed!
Be a blessing to the single Moms in our community
Call/text Arnie & sign up to help! 403-793-4581.
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Jesus’s ascension is
simply an afterthought to
Easter and Good Friday.
Here I want to highlight
six aspects of Jesus’s
ascension, in hopes that
this significant and
climactic event in Jesus’s
life will no longer be an
afterthought for you.

More Than an
Afterthought: Six
Reasons Jesus’s
Ascension Matters
Adapted from an article
written by Brian Tabb on
desiringgod.org
Have you marked your
calendar for Ascension
Day on May 10? How
many of us have even
heard of Ascension Day?
Or perhaps just a sermon
about Jesus’s ascension
into heaven? It is
impossible to overstate the
importance of Good
Friday, when Jesus died
for our sins, and Easter
Sunday, when he was
raised from the dead —
but Jesus’s earthly
ministry did not stop
there.
After the resurrection,
Jesus taught his disciples
about God’s kingdom for
forty days (Acts 1:3) and
then he was “taken up” to
heaven (Acts 1:2, 11). The
cross and empty tomb are
at the very heart of the
gospel message
proclaimed by Jesus’s
followers throughout
history (see 1 Corinthians
15:1–4). However, for
many evangelical
Christians and churches,

1. Jesus continues to
work after the ascension.
In Acts 1:1–2 we read, “In
the first book, O
Theophilus, I have dealt
with all that Jesus began
to do and teach, until the
day when he was taken
up...” The small but
important word began
signals that Jesus’s
ascension does not mark
the cessation but the
continuation of his work
as Lord and Messiah.
That’s what Luke’s
second book is all about,
the “Acts of the risen Lord
Jesus,” which he works
from heaven, through his
people, by the Holy Spirit,
for the accomplishment of
God’s purposes.
2. The ascended Lord
Jesus sends the Holy
Spirit to his people.
After his resurrection
Jesus told his followers, “I
am sending the promise of
my Father upon you. But
stay in the city until you
are clothed with power
from on high” (Luke
24:49). In his Pentecost
sermon Peter explains,
“Being therefore exalted
at the right hand of God,
and having received from
the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit, he has

poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and
hearing” (Acts 2:33). God
promised in Joel 2:28, “I
will pour out my Spirit on
all flesh,” and this promise
is fulfilled by the exalted
heavenly Lord Jesus. The
ascended Lord sent the
Spirit to be present with
his people (John 14:16), to
empower them for
worldwide mission (Acts
1:8; 4:31), and to
transform believers to live
new lives reflecting their
king (Romans 8:9–11; 2
Corinthians 3:18).
3. Jesus’s ascension is his
heavenly enthronement
as King.
At Jesus’s ascension he is
installed as the true king
of the world. According to
the Apostles’ Creed, he
“ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of
God the Father
Almighty.” Jesus is taken
up to heaven in a cloud
(Acts 1:9–11), and
Stephen declares that he
sees the Son of Man
standing at the right hand
of God (Acts 7:56). These
texts suggest that Jesus’s
ascension fulfills the
important prophecy of
Daniel 7:13–14:3
I saw in the night visions,
and behold, with the
clouds of heaven there
came one like a son of
man, and he came to the
Ancient of Days and was
presented before him. And
to him was given
dominion and glory and a
kingdom, that all peoples,
nations, and languages

should serve him; his
dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not
pass away, and his
kingdom one that shall not
be destroyed.
Jesus’s kingdom cannot be
destroyed and will not
pass away! According to
Revelation 3:21 Jesus
conquered and sat down
with his Father on his
throne, where he receives
unending praise
(Revelation 5:6–13). Jesus
will reign at God’s right
hand until all enemies are
subdued under his feet
(Psalm 110:1; Acts 2:34–
35; 1 Corinthians 15:25;
Hebrews 1:13). Thus
God’s kingdom has been
inaugurated through the
enthronement of Jesus,
who now sits on heaven’s
throne.
4. Jesus’s ascension is his
return to his Father.
Before and after his death
and resurrection Jesus
declares that he was sent
by his Father and must
return to his Father:
I came from the Father
and have come into the
world, and now I am
leaving the world and
going to the Father. (John
16:28; cf. 13:1, 3)
Jesus said to Mary, “Do
not cling to me, for I have
not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to my
brothers and say to them,
‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.’”
(John 20:17)
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There has been no sweeter
reunion in the history of
the world than Jesus’s
return to his Father!
Perhaps the closest
analogy is a courageous,
wounded soldier returning
to his loved ones after a
hard-fought victory. Jesus
fully accomplished his
mission and glorified the
Father on earth, and at
Jesus’s ascension the
Father glorifies the Son in
heaven (John 17:4–5).
Take heart that Jesus’s
homecoming to his Father
assures us of our
homecoming to be with
Jesus forever (John 14:2–
4).
5. The ascended Lord
Jesus is our heavenly
mediator and high
priest.
Jesus is the unique
mediator between God
and man (1 Timothy 2:5).
His death and resurrection
secure our forgiveness,
justification, and
reconciliation with God
(Romans 4:25–5:1; 2
Corinthians 5:18–21).
Note also that the exalted
Lord Jesus is now in
heaven interceding for his
people as our true high
priest and advocate
(Romans 8:34; Hebrews
1:3; 7:25; 8:1; 1 John 2:1).
During his earthly
ministry Jesus’s work was
geographically limited —
he didn’t teach in Ethiopia
while healing in China.
But now he is at work
everywhere and able to
hear and respond to his
people’s prayers no matter
the time or place. He
sympathizes with our

struggles and promises to
do whatever we ask in his
name (John 14:13–14;
Hebrews 4:15–16).
6. The ascended Lord
Jesus will return as King
and Judge.
In Acts 1:11 two angels
explain to the disciples,
“This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him
go into heaven.” Jesus’s
heavenly reign will one
day be fully
acknowledged by all on
earth (Revelation 11:15;
19:10–16; 22:3). At his
return, the Lord Jesus will
execute divine judgment,
vindicating his
downtrodden people and
judging his enemies. And
he will take all of his own
to share in the glory of
heaven.
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the exalted king of
heaven. Know that your
labors in the Lord Jesus
are not in vain (1
Corinthians 15:58).

Mothers in the Bible Quiz
Who was mother to whom?
Take this Mothers in the Bible
quiz to prove how much you
know!

3. Sufferers, take heart
that Jesus is not
indifferent to your
struggle. He has endured
great suffering and is thus
the most merciful and
sympathetic counselor and
mediator. Take your cares
to your ascended Lord
who hears your prayers
and can respond with all
heaven’s authority.

1.) Who was the mother of
Jesus?
Mary
Martha
Miriam
Bathsheba

4. Finally hope in a
glorious future. The
ascended Lord will return
as judge and king. Best of
all, he will take us into the
presence of his Father
where we will be with our
king forever.

is presently reigning as
king and remains active
and engaged in our
world and our lives.
2. Therefore live boldly,
confidently, and
strategically as servants of

3.) Who was the mother of
John the Baptist?
Elizabeth Mary Magdalene
Martha
Deborah
4.) Who was the mother of
Isaac?
Gomer
Sarah
Elisabeth
Mary
5.) Who was the mother of
Jacob and Esau?
Hannah
Rebekah
Rachel
Sarah
6.) Who was the mother of
Joseph and Benjamin?
Anna
Rachel
Lydia
Keturah

What It Means for Our
Lives
To sum up: Though often
overlooked, the ascension
completes Jesus’s earthly
mission and signifies his
enthronement as heavenly
king. Jesus has completed
his Father’s mission and
he now rules with all
authority and intercedes
with all sympathy as our
mediator and high priest. I
close with four
implications of Jesus’s
ascension for our lives.
1. Remember that Jesus

2.) Who was the mother of
Cain and Abel?
Hagar
Delilah
Ruth
Eve

7.) Who was the mother of
King Solomon?
Bilhah
Dinah
Bathsheba Jezebel

Do you have eye glasses
that you can no longer
wear?
Please drop your old
glasses off in the box
labelled “Glasses”
underneath the portable
bulletin board in the foyer
and give someone the gift
of sight. There are many
in this world who could
never afford to buy
eyeglasses and you can
contribute to renew their
sight.

8.) Who was the mother of
Ishmael?
Rachel
Rebekah
Leah
Hagar
9.) Who was the mother of
Samuel?
Hannah
Deborah
Eve
Esther

10.) Who was the mother-inlaw of Ruth?
Huldah
Naomi
Lydia
Julia
(Answers on page 9)
From Religion Resources
Online.org
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Trinity Lutheran
Church Women

Youth Stuff

The next TLCW meeting

“As you therefore
have received
Christ Jesus the Lord,
continue to live
your lives in him.”

will be on

May 9th at 1:00 pm
All ladies are invited to attend.
____________________________________________________________________

Can you help us?
We are looking to replace our
mismatched cream and sugar
bowls in the church kitchen. If
anyone has fancy crystal or cut-glass sets sitting
around that they would like to gift us please talk to
Mona Erlandson.

- Colossians 2:6

____________________________________________________________________

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am
We will explore: Would You Rather Be Rich or Be
Rewarded, Be Safe or Be Free, Be Accepted or Be a
Standout, Be Religious or Be Transformed.
Breakfast will be shared!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Myra Altwasser – St Josephs Collegiate
Colton Anderson – Brooks Composite High
Logan Andrews – Brooks Composite High
Brennan Bateman – Brooks Composite High
Keegan Chappell – St Josephs Collegiate
Cheyenne Clow – Brooks Composite High
Nathan Engel – Duchess School
Brittney Hemsing – Brooks Composite High
Reid Musgrove – Duchess School
Jaxson Peltzer – Rosemary School
Jordan Peltzer – Rosemary School
Katelyn Rommens – Brooks Composite High
Breanne Schuh – Brooks Composite High
Brody Thurmeier – Brooks Composite High
Please hold them in your prayers as they take the
next steps in their lives

Trinity Times
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Dash the Siberian Husky

Theme verse:
“Your Word is truth”
John 17:17b

This summer we will
leash up our sled dogs,
put on our snowshoes
and head out to
“OPERATION
ARCTIC” where we
will explore the Coolest
Book on the Planet –
The BIBLE! Over 5
days we will look at the
“Book of Books”, “It’s
Incredible Impact”,
“Our Bedrock Base”,
God’s “Letter of Love”,
and “How Exciting to
Explore”! We will
journey on with our
Artic animal pals:

Blizzard the Polar Bear

Snowball the Arctic Hare

Spike the Narwhal

Shaggy the Musk Ox

Enjoying Klondike
Corner snacks, Cool
Contests, Discovery
Pass Science & Crafts,
Bible Gems, Top of the
World Tunes and an
Apologetics Focus, the
kids, youth leaders and
adult helpers are in for a
frosty, fun filled week
of learning, celebrating
and growing in Jesus’
love for us and for the
world.
SPREAD THE WORD
– ALL ARE
WELCOME
Save the Dates:
July 9-13, 9 am – Noon
Ages 4 yrs – Grade 6
Calling All Volunteers
and Adventurers!
join us as we venture
into the Arctic to
explore the Coolest
Book on the Planet!
Please consider sharing
your time, talents and
gifts with the children in
our community through
this wonderful outreach
ministry. Watch for
signup sheets in the
narthex in the coming
weeks.
Youth Leaders: Must fill
in an application to serve
and attend the Training!

For more Info please
call Melanie Altwasser,
VBS Co-ordinator at
403-793-4518.

VBS Needs
•
•
•

•

White (or light blue)
plastic table clothes
White plastic table
skirts
White Christmas
lights (icicle lights
would work as well
Washed with labels
removed milk jugs

If you can help us with
these items please drop
them off at the church
office. Thank you!

If you have a concern
you would like to have
placed on our Prayer
Chain please call the
church office. Please
notify the office also if
your email address has
changed.

Go to our website
brookstrinity.ca

Summer Growing in Faith Studies
for Sr. Youth & Adults
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 10th

C.S. Lewis
More than Narnia
Sunday, July 15th
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Hanged on a Twisted Cross
Sunday, August 12th Billy Graham
Beyond a Crusade
Three men of faith who witnessed to Christ in a
variety of ways in the 20th century. Come learn
more of their personal stories and their legacy to us.
Facilitated by: Maggie Theiss

Page 8 of 15

Trinity Times
Important
Announcement
on Ministerial Acts

Church
Council
is
pleased to announce that Maggie Theiss is authorised to
perform ministerial acts as part of her vocation with
Trinity Lutheran Church. We are confident God will
work through Maggie in new ways as she expands her
ministry among us. Council affirmed her dedication and
considers her fully worthy to receive this additional
responsibility.
At the Deacon’s meeting on Monday, April 9 it was
unanimously agreed that there are no Biblical,
denominational or theological barriers to allow a nonordained person to perform ministerial acts. Such acts are
to be performed in an orderly fashion that is acceptable to
the church. Pastor John provided Biblical and Lutheran
interpretations to consider. Gordon presented the LCMC
Ministry Statement in this regard for ‘contract’ pastors.
LCMC considers a Contract Pastor to be someone who
does not have a Master of Divinity degree but, subscribes
to the LCMC Statement of Faith and Pastoral Admonition
(one man, one woman marriage) and is hired/called by the
local congregation as a pastor or minister. The ministerial
acts are to be limited to that particular local congregation
only. In other words, this person may serve in their
congregation in the same capacity as a Certified Pastor.
In addition, if this person is commissioned by the local
congregation, they may (upon approval by the Province)
be eligible to perform legal marriages in the Province of
Alberta.
Therefore, the following motion was passed at Church
Council Meeting on April 17.
That Trinity Lutheran Church make the following
addition to the job description of Maggie Theiss,
Youth and Family Minister.
To perform ministerial acts such as: weddings,
funerals, communion and baptisms as needed in the
absence of the Pastor, or with mutual consent, when
the Pastor is present. These acts are to comply with
the LCMC Statement of Faith and Pastoral
Admonition. Such acts are to be performed in an
orderly fashion that is acceptable to the church and
are limited to the Brooks Trinity Lutheran Church
Congregation only. This policy can be reviewed at any
time and must be reviewed in the event of any pastoral
or ministerial personnel changes.

A Special Thank you to the Parsonage committee,
Garnet Altwasser, Herb Brown and Dale Olsen who
coordinated and worked tirelessly on the renovation
of the Parsonage. Thank you to Archie Adams for
the oversight and support throughout the renovation.
Thanks to the “Boys” who took time off the farm to
come and install the flooring. A huge thank you to
all who donated their time, items and money
towards the parsonage renovations. Right from
demolition to the final cleaning of the finished
house we appreciate all who helped in any way.

Trinity Times

A Little Letter From
Your Library
Spring has finally sprung
and many of us are
thinking of spring
cleaning! A reminder to
everyone to keep an eye
open for library books
that have gotten
forgotten. Many thanks
for returning!
We have had some
awesome donations.
Thank you! And a very
kind person has given us
a whole bunch of new
books on prayer: thought
provoking ways to
expand your prayer life,
now available on the
shelf and marked with
'NEW” stickers. (And by
the way, a few of these
are duplicates, so if this
anonymous donor would
like them back, please
contact me).
Almost all the new
books that are put into
the church library are
donations, and this is
much appreciated.
About donations: not all
books given to the
library will end up on
our shelves for a variety
of reasons. We may
have a copy already or a
large number of items
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very similar to it. If we
choose not to use it, we
place it on the “Free”
shelf next to the
mailboxes. (If you
would like it returned to
you, please leave a note
on it.)
If you are visiting
someone in the nursing
home or hospital, and
want to bring them
something to read, I
suggest getting books
from the “Free” shelfthen there are no
concerns about returning
it.
Finally, I would like to
ask everyone in Trinity
to help me in the
Library. Hey, there's no
work involved! You
know that I cannot
possibly read every
book. So, if you read a
book or see a movie that
is not suitable, or if the
book has no Christian
content (a passing
reference to going to
church on Sunday does
not make it worthy) just
please stick a note on it
to let me know! Simple,
right? And I can't thank
you enough for doing it.
May God renew
everyone with a joyous
and blessed spring, Ronnie Adams

be so please stay tuned
for progress on this
venture!

Plugged in . . . Stay
tuned!
Many churches these days
are seeking ways to help
their members connect
more fully into the life of
their church family and
even more importantly
into the Word of God.
Usage of app’s such as
REMIND ME, GROUP
ME, and of course email
and social media is a way
we might better update
and engage our people on
a daily/weekly basis.
To this end our Pastoral
and Office staff are
looking into how we might
do this to reach any and all
who would like to have the
weekly Scripture readings
along with questions to
help them prepare for
Sunday’s message,
announcements, helpful
reminders of
mission/service moments
sent directly to their
phones, Ipads, etc. How
cool it will be to get a
“ding” on our phone and
have God’s word come to
us in the middle of a hectic
day!
We will need both
permission from those
who would like to make
use of this and pertinent
data. We are still looking
into what the best options
for our congregation might

May the Source of all
power be with you.
___________________
Answers to the quiz on
page 5
Who was the mother of
Jesus? (Matthew 1:16)
Mary
Who was the mother of
Cain and Abel?
(Genesis 4:1-2)
Eve
Who was the mother of
John the Baptist?
(Luke 1:57-60)
Elizabeth
Who was the mother of
Isaac? (Genesis 21:3)
Sarah
Who was the mother of
Jacob and Esau?
(Genesis 25:21-26)
Rebekah
Who was the mother of
Joseph and Benjamin?
(Genesis 46:19)
Rachel
Who was the mother of
King Solomon?
(2 Samuel 12:24)
Bathsheba
Who was the mother of
Ishmael?
(Genesis 16:15)
Hagar
Who was the mother of
Samuel?
(1 Samuel 1:20)
Hannah
Who was the mother-inlaw of Ruth?
(Ruth 1)
Naomi
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Challenged to think
deep thoughts!
We recently hosted a
couple here at Trinity for
an evening of sharing.
They work in the Middle
East. They also share their
faith through their daily
vocations at their
employment and through
the many opportunities
they have for hospitality
and service to the
community they call home
there. I was very moved
and unsettled when they
shared the following Bible
passage with us that night:
Then Jesus went about
all the cities and
villages, teaching in
their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom,
and curing every
disease and every
sickness. When he saw
the crowds, he had
compassion for them,
because they were
harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said
to his disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but
the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord
of the harvest to send
out laborers into his
harvest.”
Matthew 9:35-38
They pointed out that
Jesus was busy doing what
He came to do –
proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom, healing
people and having
compassion on the people,
whom He saw as sheep
without a shepherd. Then

Trinity Times
Jesus turned to His
disciples and told them
that “the harvest is
plentiful, pray the Lord of
the harvest to send
workers”. They went on
to say that while we may
not be the workers who
have the skills or abilities
to bring in the harvest, we
can still pray for those
workers to step up or be
brought to us. Both shared
with me that they pray
often for our congregation
here in Brooks and that
they believe God is
working here and has
more work for us to do
than we might realize. I
have pondered this for
several weeks now. There
is a harvest all around us
here in Brooks, the city of
102 languages. There are
so many who do not know
Christ. We have a great
opportunity – and God has
brought it right to our
doorstep. As we talked I
asked, “but how and where
do we begin”? They
suggested that we begin by
sharing the good news
through our service and
love to our community, as
we are doing, but in even
more intentional ways.
We are called to have
compassion – to suffer
with our neighbours,
community, the people we
interact with each day.
And we can PRAY the
Lord of the harvest to raise
up the workers needed,
with the gifts needed to
bring Jesus to those who
do not know Him, those
who believe they have no
hope.

In our worship survey last
fall one of the questions
asked was “do you know
who our missionaries
are?” And many were
unsure. We do not have a
particular family or person
that we have sent into
mission. But we do have a
vibrant Mission Ministry
in our midst and we can
join their endeavors to
reach out close to home
and far away by serving,
providing for and loving
people in need. We can
pray for the places we
have been in mission – for
Haiti Arise, for Hattieville
Baptist in Belize, for the
places we have served in
Mexico, Costa Rica and
Jamaica. We can hold up
the work of Lutheran
Bible Translators and
others. We can donate to
and affirm the work of our
quilting ladies who
comfort and care for many
close and far away through
the labour of their hands.
We can support larger
organizations such as
Samaritan’s Purse. We
could do more to affirm
and assist our Lutheran
Camps.
When our members step
up and serve in the
community in places like a
highway clean-up, the
Rodeo, workers at
different events, we are
showing people that we
care and we are putting
ourselves in opportunities
to engage in conversation,
to share hospitality and to
build relationships. It is
what we do on mission
trips - visits to the Senior’s
homes, time spent with

children in need, building
projects, clinics. What
about here at home?
Could we create teams to
teach English as a second
language or hold sports
skills camps for kids who
cannot afford to play.
Perhaps find a way to
affirm our local first
responders . . . the list of
what we could do is
endless to open doors for
sharing Christ’s love.
Our work as followers and
believers in Jesus Christ is
to share the good news of
the Kingdom by serving in
His name, proclaiming His
word and loving those
given to us. It is the
mission and work of the
body of Christ, of the
Church. It is sacrificial
work. We cannot do it on
our own, and we cannot do
it without risking. Let us
pray each day for the Holy
Spirit to equip us and to
send us out to proclaim
through our actions and
our presence the good
news of Jesus. May we
simply open our hands and
offer Jesus to all we meet.
Thoughts to ponder and
may the Lord unsettle us
all! Amen.
Your sister in Christ,

Trinity Times

Dear Friends of
Crossroads,
It has been an honor and
privilege to serve as
Executive Director of
Crossroads Clinic. I
know God called me
nineteen years ago to be
courageous and step out
in leadership of this
organization. I could
never have imagined in
1999 what God had in
mind. With the
dedication and support
of many staff, volunteers
and donors, this
organization has grown
from a small crisis
pregnancy centre to
pioneering of a Christian
Care Clinic in Canada.
In this time, many
individuals have been
care for and introduced
to the transforming
power of Christ. Clients
are not the only ones
who have been
transformed. I have a
deeper understanding of
God’s grace and
restoration power
through the lives of
clients and staff and
volunteers
It with mixed feeling
that I send this letter
announcing my
resignation as Executive
Director. I truly believe
I have accomplished

what God has called me
to do at Crossroads and
He is leading me into an
new season. God has
brought together a team
of dedicated staff and
volunteers that have a
passion for the sanctity
of life and healthy
sexuality and who are
equipped to face the
challenges that are
ahead.
My desire is that you
will continue to support
this amazing ministry.
Please pray for the
Board and staff as they
welcome the new
Executive Director that
God is calling to lead
this organization to even
greater accomplishments
for His Glory.
Blessings,
Darlene Rempel

Message from
Crossroads Clinic
Board
Dear Friends, Supporters
of Crossroads,
We have been so blessed
with your wonderful
generous support of
Crossroads Clinic!
Thank you!
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The Board has accepted
Darlene's resignation as
Executive Director from
Crossroads Clinic, and
although change is not
always easy, it does
eventually occur. She
has been such a blessing,
giving 19 years of
dedication, leadership,
and hard work to
Crossroads. Her
commitment to our
Vision, Mission and
Sanctity of Human Life
never wavered and has
moved the Clinic into
the next chapter. We will
miss our friend, a true
mentor and a gentle
spirit, and yet we are so
happy for her to continue
her education and
achieve her dreams!
Challenging, yet exciting
times are ahead, but with
God’s guidance,
Crossroads will continue
to be a positive influence
in our communities.
The Board is now in the
process of seeking a new
Executive Director and
welcomes all applicants.
If you are aware of
someone please have
them submit a resume to
Mona Patterson at
mpatters56@gmail.com
Once again, thank you
for your support and
please keep Darlene and
Crossroads Clinic in
your prayers.
Sincerely,
Mona Patterson,
Board Chair

Prayer Request re: NCC
Chaplaincy
Dear Friends,
In response to what we
believe is an urgent spiritual
need in the seniors care
facilities of our community
the Newell Christian
Community (EID Ministerial)
has embarked on a process to
provide chaplaincy care to the
residents of three (3) local
senior’s facilities on a one (1)
year trial basis. The
chaplaincy will be led through
a joint ministry partnership
between the Ministerial and
Lifetalk Counselling Services,
who will administer payroll.
Our desire is to see this
program eventually expanded
to provide spiritual care in all
the seniors care facilities in
our County, but at this point
we will start off with the
financial support we have
received for our trial period.
Lord willing, a full-time
chaplain will be available to
all who request it in the not
too distant future.
We believe this is a spiritual
initiative requiring a spiritual
approach. As brothers and
sisters in Christ we invite
your congregation to join us
in praying for this vision to
come together, not only for
the right person to be hired
but also for favor with the
Lodges in welcoming this
person into their home, and
for the Ministerial and
Lifetalk as we attempt to meet
these needs in the Lord’s
perfect will.
We thank you for your prayer.
Pastor John Thiess, Chair
Newell Christian Community
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May 2018 Stewardship Newsletter Article
St. Paul teaches, “Let the
one who is taught the
word share all good
things with the one who
teaches” (Galatians 6:6).

the Old Testament people
support the Levites?

Moses records this: “You
shall tithe all the yield of
your seed that comes from
And again, he says, “Do the field year by year. And
you not know that those before the Lord your God,
who are employed in the in the place that he will
choose, to make his name
temple service get their
dwell there, you shall eat
food from the temple,
the tithe of your grain, of
and those who serve at
your wine, and of your oil,
the altar share in the
and the firstborn of your
sacrificial offerings? In
herd and flock, that you
the same way, the Lord
may learn to fear the Lord
commanded that those
who proclaim the gospel your God always”
should get their living by (Deuteronomy 14:22–23).
the gospel” (1
The Levites were supported
Corinthians 9:13–14).
by the tithe, 10 percent of
In other words, ministers all the yearly yield of that
which was harvested.
of the gospel are
Does that seem like a lot?
supported by the
Does it surprise you that St.
offerings of those who
are served by them. And Paul instructs us that we are
to support the New
this is how the Church
Testament Gospel ministry
lives even now. It is
“in the same way?”
standard practice.
But this deserves closer
examination. For it
instructs us not just that
we are to give but also
what we are to give. And
it does so with four little
words: “In the same
way …”
St. Paul is building his
case for supporting the
preachers of the Gospel
with the sacrificial
giving of individual
members on the example
of the Old Testament
people who supported
the Levites with their
offerings and sacrifices.
We’re to support the
Gospel ministry “in the
same way.” But how did

If it does, ask yourself: is
the Church’s job in the
New Testament bigger or
smaller than the Levites’
job in the Old Testament?
Back then there was one
Temple, and the ministry
was almost exclusively
located in one nation
among the descendants of
Abraham.
Jesus calls us to teach and
baptize all nations (Matt.
28). And there are churches
and ministries all around
the world. How could we
support this new Gospel
ministry with anything less
than the Israelites
supported the Old
Testament ministry?

Of course, we are free to
give more, for we have
received more than those in
the Old Testament. We have
received the fullness of
God’s revelation, the
fullness of His salvation, the
fulfillment of everything
that God promised to do.

Trinity Wear

There are different T-shirt
and Hoodie styles and
For we have received Christ, several colors and logos to
God’s own Son, in the flesh, choose from. Stop by the
who took upon himself our
church office to look at and
sins and in exchange gave
try on different samples.
us his righteousness. The
Sizes range from Toddler all
Father claimed us as his
the way up to 2XL. We will
own in Holy Baptism.
be doing orders every couple
He gathers us together in the of months
place where his name dwells
to feast on the first fruits of
the resurrection, the risen
and living body and blood
of his Son, our Lord, Jesus.
He reminds us that we are
His, that all things are ours
because we belong to Him.
He blesses us here in time
with physical and spiritual
gifts.
In the same way, and in
response to his fatherly
divine goodness and mercy,
we gladly give to those who
proclaim to us “the
excellencies of him who
called us out of darkness
and into his marvelous
light.”
For once we were not a
people, but now we are
God’s people; once we had
not received mercy, but now
we have indeed (1 Peter
2:9–10).
From the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod Website
www.lcms.org

Automated Funds
Transfer Agreement
Anyone wishing to have
their tithe to the General
Fund automatically
transferred from their
bank account please call
the church office for an
agreement form. This is
an easy and convenient
way to fulfill your
stewardship
responsibilities to our
church.
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WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE
OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES
May 06
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Communion Prep:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:
May 13
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:
May 20
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:
May 27
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am with Communion
Sam Flores
Melanie Altwasser
Pastor John
Ryan Summach / Nolan Trembecki
Mark Altwasser
Will & Anna Moeller
Colin & Charlene Musgrove /
Brian & Lorene Nichols
Acts 10:34-48 / 1 John 5:1-8
10:00 am
Jorja Hofer
Ria Neufeld
Maggie Theiss
Myra Altwasser / Ryan Summach
Gordon Frank
Brad & Kristen Niznik /
Lou & Doreen Nester
Acts 1:12-26 / 1John 5:9-15
10:00 am with Communion
Jaxson Peltzer
Mona Erlandson
Julie Musgrove
Doug Erlandson / Ian Altwasser
Doris Bachand
Harold Stedel
Shirley Perry / Jackie Lester /
Stan & Tracey Waddell
Ezekiel 37:1-14 / Acts 2:1-21
10:00 am
Jordan Peltzer
Val Deunk
Pastor John
Randy Flatla / Liam Anderson
Mark Altwasser
Rudy & Jean Peltzer /
Brent Altwasser & Tilly Gamble
Isaiah 6:1-8 / Acts 2:14a, 22-36

Ushers are reminded to please make
sure that all church doors are locked
before leaving after Sunday worship.

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
Chad & Julie Brothers
Mike & Mona Cann
Terry & Brenda Shepherd
Kirk & Bernyce Baynham
Chris & Jocelyn King
Micah & Shanna-Lee Eckert
Kyle & Debra Perini
Barry & Tina Preston
Glenn & Dee Ravnsborg
Ken Frances & Ria Neufeld
David & Jenna Gabert
Barry & Della Berg

May 03
May 03
May 04
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 17
May 19
May 19
May 19
May 23
May 30

If you would like to have your anniversary included in the Wedding
Anniversary list please call the church office.

MAY SENIOR’S BIRTHDAYS
Louise Berg
Louis Nester
Anne Beblow
Carol Anderson
Val Deunk
John Dell
Shirley Heck
Evelyn Harahus
Karen VanderLinden
Darlene Curran
Dennis Dockray
Garry Carter
Patty Schneider
Elvera Lillehei
Rudy Peltzer
Linda Weisbeck
Huber Ellis
Harry Nielsen

May 03
May 03
May 05
May 07
May 07
May 08
May 08
May 10
May 12
May 14
May 17
May 17
May 19
May 23
May 26
May 27
May 28
May 31

If you are a Senior and would like to have your name included on
the Seniors’ birthday list, please call the church office.
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~ May 2018 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Communion Sundays
May 20

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

10

Maggie day off

Maggie day off

Maggie day off

5:00 pm Deacon’s

14

9:00 am Education
Hour

Maggie day off

15

6:00 pm Brownies

7:00 pm Council

21

22

8:00 pm AA

8:30 am Highway
Cleanup

11

12
Pastor John day off

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

4:30 pm Confirmation

16

17

18

19

Pastor John &
Maggie day off

Pastor John & Maggie
day off

No Confirmation
3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

7:00 pm Grad Blessing
Service @ Griffin Park 8:00 pm AA / Alanon

23

Victoria Day – Office Trinity Times deadline
closed
Maggie day off

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service

5

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

Pastor John day off
1:00 pm Staff meeting
1:00 pm Trinity
4:00 pm Board of
Lutheran Church
Education meeting
5:00 pm – 9:00 am
Women meeting
May 12 Brownie
2:00 pm Bible Study @
8:00 pm AA / Alanon Sleepover
Newbrook Lodge

3:00 pm Staff meeting

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 6:30 pm Girl Guides /
meeting
of God Tabernacle
Pathfinders
Worship Service
8:00 pm AA

Sat

2:00 pm Quilter’s
Appreciation Tea

4:30 pm Confirmation

9

13

10:00 am Worship

4

1:00 pm Staff lunch &
meeting

8

6:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides /
8:00 pm AA
Pathfinders

20

3

Fri

Pastor John & Maggie Maggie day off
day off

7

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church meeting
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service

10:00 am Worship

Thu

1:00 pm Quilting
8:00 pm AA

9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

2

Pastor John day off

May 6

6

Wed

24

25

26

Pastor John day off 11:00 am Baptism
1:00 pm Staff meeting
4:30 pm Confirmation

4:00 pm Worship @
Longterm Care

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

27
9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

28

29

Maggie day off

Maggie day off

11:30 am Mission
Ministry meeting
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 6:00 pm Brownies
of God Tabernacle
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 8:00 pm AA
Worship Service

Pathfinders

30

4:30 pm Confirmation

31

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

Notes

Trinity Times
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Trinity Lutheran Church
811 Cassils Road W
Brooks, AB T1R 0E4

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.brookstrinity.ca

PHONE:
(403) 362-4259
FAX:
(403) 362-6298

Trinity Times

E-MAIL:
brkstrin@telusplanet.net

The next deadline is
May 22, 2018.

“Serve Christ our Lord by welcoming, equipping & sending disciples”

