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Dear Faith Family, 

And just like that 2020 is in 

the books, it is now history!  

A new year of unknowns is 

before us – are you ready?   

‘Bad news fatigue’. 

‘Compassion fatigue.’ 

‘Zoomed out’. ‘Millennials 

are now the most anxious 

generation’.  These are a few 

of the headlines I have seen in 

the past week.  What a way to 

begin a new year!  What are 

the symptoms of the above? 

Exhaustion, numbness, 

depression, a general ‘fed-up-

ness’. Can you relate? Fear is 

pervasive.  Listen to the 

nightly news and count how 

many things are said that 

cause you to be uneasy or 

fearful.  All around us people 

are more fearful, more 

disconnected, more apathetic 

to suffering and tragedy, 

experiencing a sense of ‘dis’ 

‘ease’.  One young woman 

shared on her blog that her 

thoughts are consumed with 

worry about climate change, 

Brexit, the American election, 

the images of people in ICU’s 

dying, the carbon tax, the 

coronavirus and it all leads to 

her feeling ‘we are doomed’.  

She has too many ‘tabs’ open 

in her brain and cannot delete 

them.  Can you relate?  

I read an article entitled, 

“Faith in God is inconsistent 

with enjoying life”.  It made 

me think about the difference 

between the way the world 

works and the way God 

through His Word works.  We 

are reeling right now between 

optimism and despair and 

back.  We are suffering from 

too much input and not 

enough discernment. We 

struggle with messages of 

personal entitlement rather 

than civic responsibility.  It is 

a mess out there. 2020 was a 

rough go and we are hurting.  

Consider these words by 

Tony Morrison, “I know the 

world is braised and bleeding 

and though it is important not 

to ignore its pain it is also 

critical to refuse to succumb 

to its malevolence.” 

Ask yourself, are you 

listening to the false promises 

of the culture around you, or 

are you listening to the 

promises of God? Shall we 

begin 2021 on shifting sand 

or on solid ground? And 

where is the solid ground to 

be found? In God’s Word 

given to us. 

The Psalms are filled with an 

honesty of agony and an 

emphasis on hope. The 

Psalmist pours out his woes, 

fears, desires, and failures to 

God.  All that we 

experience today can be 

found in the Psalms.  

Much of what we are 

experiencing is addressed 

boldly in the Books of 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

and Job.  The wisdom 

books in the Bible speak 

clearly to the angst, the 

fear and weight that 

humans carry.  They also 

point us to the God who 

loves His creation so much 

He gave His only Son to 

save it.  Our world is a 

mess right now, but it has 

been before, and it will be 

again.  What never 

changes are the constancy 

of God’s love and 

presence in our lives. We 

are in the mess; but we are 

never alone. The light of 

the world, Jesus Christ, 

has promised to “be with 

you always, even to the 

close of the age’. 

(Matthew 28:20) 

We have been promised a 

‘future with hope’ by our 

God.  We have been given 

the peace of Christ, a 

peace that passes all 

human understanding and 

which sustains us no 

matter what we face. 

Consider these words of 

the Psalmist,  

“Protect me O God, for in 

you I take refuge…I bless 

the Lord who gives me 
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counsel…I keep the Lord 

always before me; 

because He is at my right 

hand, I shall not be 

moved…You show me the 

path of life. In your 

presence there is fullness 

of joy; in Your right hand 

are pleasures 

forevermore.  (Psalm 16 

selected verses) 

And these words from 

Ecclesiastes 3:14,  

“I know that whatever God 

does endures forever; 

nothing can be added to it, 

nor anything take from it; 

God has done this so that 

all should stand in awe 

before Him.” 

And these words in 

Hebrews 11:1 & 13:8, 

“Now faith is the 

assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of 

things not seen. Indeed by 

faith our ancestors 

received approval.”  

“Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and 

forever”.  

The life we have been 

given is a gift from God. 

The new life in Christ that 

we have been given in our 

baptism or through the 

power of the Gospel is also 

a gift from God.  We are 

living in trying times and it 

can be hard some days.  

Other days life is good.  

That is the beauty of the 

Psalms and wisdom 

writings.  They go from 

the depths of despair to the 

heights of joy, and in them 

we can find hope, strength, 

assurance of God’s 

presence. The words from 

Hebrews call us to trust, to 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

Consider it pure joy, my 

brothers and sisters, 

whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, because you 

know that the testing of 

your faith produces 

perseverance. 

James 1:2-3 

_________________________________________- 

 

Giving 
 

      The Tithe Committee would like  

     everyone to pray about what God  

     would have us consider for allocation 

     of our available funds for next year.  

 

If you have any suggestions for local, national or 

international causes that our church could support, 

please share that information with the Tithe 

Committee members, John Dyck, Brian Berg or 

Sharon Reed. 

 

have faith, for we are God’s 

people, and ‘we walk by 

faith and not by sight’.  

Faith in God is what makes 

life bearable, even more 

than that, trusting God to 

make good on His promises 

makes life rich and 

worthwhile and joyful! I 

invite you to begin each day 

of the new year with the 

words, “I can’t but Jesus 

can”.  

Let’s begin the new year 

spending more time in 

God’s Word and finding the 

wisdom for daily living He 

has provided.  Let’s spend 

more time ‘in awe of God’. 

Appreciate the wonder of a 

star filled sky or enjoy the 

laughter of a child. Tune out 

the messages of fear and 

replace them with God’s 

words of encouragement, 

hope and steadfast love. 

Commit yourself to 

worship more, study more 

and serve more – and then 

DO IT!  Immersed in God’s 

promises and living for 

God’s glory is a great way 

to greet 2021and any 

challenges it may bring. 

Will you join me? 

 

Thankful for the fullness of 

joy that Jesus brings, 

Pastor Maggie    

r 
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Visioning For Trinity’s Transition 
Your Input Matters 

 

January 12 or January 13 at 7:00pm on Zoom 
 

   Trinity's Transition Team along with Pastor Eric  

   Hulstrand are organizing a visioning workshop in 

    order to get input on where you see Trinity in 5  

   years.  If you can't access Zoom we are providing 

    space at the church so all can participate.  You 

    only need to attend one night as they will be the  

   same. 
 

Go to www.brookstrinity.ca and go to upcoming events to register 
 

 Please pray about what direction God would have us to take 

 during the next few years. 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   Interested in becoming a member at Trinity?  
  

   If you are or wonder what it means to become a member  

   please read contact the office. As we are having a class in  

   the new year to answer the question: 

 

"What does it mean to be a Christian who is also Lutheran?".  
 

This class that will be run virtually and begin January 17th. 
 

Please contact the office with any questions 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Face Masks 

According to the AHS new regulations masking in 

Worship is now mandatory, so we ask that you all  

bring a mask when worshipping here or attending a 

study. If you do not have one please talk to an usher 

and we will get one for you. 

 

We thank you in advance for doing in your part. 

 

 
 

 

Responding in trust 

and faith please 

remember the 

following ways of 

supporting your 

church. 
 

1. E-Transfer:  

tlcoffering@gmail.c

om (no password 

required) 

2. Auto Debit:  

Contact the church 

office to receive a 

form to fill out. 

3. Snail Mail:  Mail 

your cheque to 811 

Cassils Road W, 

Brooks, AB, T1R 

0E4 

 

 

http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
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Deeper Study 

 

Watch for updates from the Board of Education on 

the website to see when we will be able to meet in 

person again. 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Confirmation Classes 

Wednesdays  

4:30-6:00pm 

Stay posted on the Remind app to see how we will be 

continuing with classes with the new AHS 

regulations. 

 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The next Trinity Lutheran Church 

Women meeting 
will be on 

January 13th at 1:00 pm 
All ladies are invited to attend. 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

  Quilting 
    Tuesdays 

         9:30am – 3:00pm 

   Come and join us as you can.  

    AHS guidelines are being 

followed so please wear a mask and social distancing 

is practiced. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

AGAPE 

Wednesday at 9:30 am 
 

All ladies are welcome to join in this weekly Bible 

study and fellowship. 

 
 

Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be held 

Sunday, February 7th after Worship 
All members are welcome to attend. How this 

meeting will happen will be discussed at the council 

meeting on the 19th so watch for more information 

on how you can attend. 

 

  Please have all submissions for the  

  Annual Report in to the church 

   office by Monday, January 18th.   

  Financial Reports are due on  

  Monday, January 25th.  

Thank you. 
__________________________________________________ 
 

        Altar Flowers 
  The Flower Chart for 2020 is up & ready 
   to be filled for the coming year.  Write 
   your name & the occasion, be it in 
   celebration of an event or in memory, on 
   the appropriate date so that flowers can 
   be purchased and placed on the Altar for 
that occasion.  The cost of the bouquet of flowers is $16 
which is payable by cash or cheque and can be placed into 
the offering plate ear tagged “Altar Flowers” or handed in 
to the office. Altar Flowers can also be paid by eTransfer 
(put Altar Flowers in the memo). 

 

Youth Stuff 

Trinity Lutheran Women 
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What has God been doing 

in your life recently? This 

is a question that is 

designed to take us from a 

surface conversation to a 

deeper, more intimate 

conversation about the 

intricacies of life that we 

have been dealing with. It 

is a question that deals 

with the spiritual more 

than the physical. It is a 

hard question for us to ask 

to each other and it is 

often even more difficult 

for us to answer. So here I 

am asking you; what has 

God been doing in your 

life recently? 
 

I don’t live under a rock so 

I know each one of you 

has had a significant 

alteration to your regular 

day to day activities. 

Most, if not all of us have 

been pushed out of the 

comfortable and into the 

abnormal this past year. 

So I bring up the question 

again; what has God been 

doing in your life lately? 

In troubled times it is 

often easy to let the 

spiritual things slide and 

focus on the physical and 

the tangible. In troubled 

times it is easy to become 

spiritually blind. 

Before I go on much 

further I thought I had 

better share with you what 

God has been doing at 

Wilderness Ranch lately. 

Wilderness Adventure 

Bible School was a huge 

success. Twelve young 

people came out to 

Wilderness Ranch for six 

weeks and learned a vast 

amount about horses, 

blacksmithing, 

leatherwork, butchering, 

and the Bible. A unique 

community was formed as 

they so often do at 

Wilderness Ranch. God 

worked in the lives of each 

person that was a part of 

the Bible school. A 

common phrase that I 

heard throughout the 

program was, ‘God 

brought my life back on 

track through Wilderness 

Adventure Bible School.’ 

For all involved there were 

some mountaintop 

experiences both 

physically and 

metaphorically. Many of 

these mountain top 

experiences started off 

around a campfire with 

that simple question, 

“What has God been doing 

in your life lately?” One of 

the focuses of our program 

was to allow the students 

to create, using the 

mediums that were around 

us. The program finished 

with each student 

presenting his or her final 

project; something that 

they created during the 

program out of leather or 

on the forge, or any other 

medium they had to work 

with. Part of the final 

project presentation was 

identifying how their faith 

walk paralleled or 

coincided with the 

creative process of their 

final project. It was a 

mountaintop experience 

for me to see these young 

people share their faith 

with one another through 

creative process and 

reflection. It was beautiful 

to see what God had been 

doing in their life. 
 

So what about you? What 

has God been doing in 

your life? As I write I am 

reminded of the story 

about Cleopas and the 

unnamed individual from 

Luke 24 who journey with 

Jesus from Jerusalem to 

Emmaus. The Bible says 

that their faces were 

downcast. Their eager 

expectation of a Messiah 

coming and redeeming 

Israel were smashed to 

pieces as they watched 

their Messiah be nailed to 

the cross. Has 2020 left 

you feeling a little 

downcast? I know I have 

had some downcast days. 

There have been times 

this past year when I have 

felt absolutely hopeless. 

In Cleopas’ and the 

unnamed individual’s 

hopeless state Jesus 

comes and walks along 

beside them. What is 

interesting and beautiful 

and mysterious about this 

whole story is that 

Cleopas and the other guy 

have no idea that it is 

Jesus who is walking with 

them: they are kept from 

recognizing them. As they 

journey Jesus opens up 

the scripture to them and 

tells them the rest of the 

story. He shares how his 

death and resurrection 

was part of God’s plan to 

redeem Israel and the 

entire human race. 

 

 
Someone once told me that 

because the second 

individual is not named we 

can put ourselves into this 

story. We can become the 

one walking with Jesus and 

Cleopas on the road to 

Emmaus. In these troubled 

times I see no better place to 

put ourselves. It is when we 

walk with Jesus that the 

scriptures are opened up. It is 

when we break bread with 

Jesus that our eyes are 

opened to recognize him. 
 

I don’t know what is 

happening at Wilderness 

Ranch next summer, I don’t 

know what will happen in 

our country over the next 

couple of months. However, 

I do know that Jesus walks 

with each of us, even when 

we are kept from 

recognizing him. When we 

share our troubles with him, 

He can open up the 

scriptures and make sense of 

our troubled situation. I 

encourage you to read the 

road to Emmaus story from 

Luke 24. I also encourage 

you to ask someone what 

God has been doing in their 

life lately. You might be 

amazed at what God has 

been up to in this troubled 

time. As you can see we 

haven’t included a brochure 

in this mailing. Because of 

the uncertainty that we live 

in we don’t really know 

whether or not we will be 

able to run a regular program 

at Wilderness Ranch again. 

Instead of a brochure I have 

included 

 

Continued on next page 

 

 

 

 

Wilderness Ranch Camp Christmas Update 
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(403) 362-4259 
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brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

 

 

 

Follow us: 
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“Serve Christ our Lord by 

welcoming, equipping  

& sending disciples” 
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January 25, 2020 

fridge magnets. Please put this magnet on your fridge and 

when you look at it remember to pray for Wilderness Ranch 

and remember that no matter what road you are walking on, 

you are not walking it alone.  

God Bless and have a merry Christmas,  

Ken Olson 

 

Prayer Requests from Wilderness Ranch Camp 

 Pray for all summer camps across Canada and the USA. 

Many camps have been devastated financially by the 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

 Pray for summer 2021 that we might be able to run some 

sort of pro-gram so that the gospel may be preached. 

 Thanksgiving that Wilderness Ranch has been able to stay 

financially viable due to low infrastructure costs and creative 

programming this past summer. 

 Pray for each young person who attended the Wilderness 

Adventure Bible School this past summer. Pray that God 

would continue to work in their life and grow the seeds that 

were planted. 
________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

It is with sadness and understanding that I share Ronnie 

Adams resignation as our Church Librarian.  Ronnie has 

served with zeal and commitment for the past several years 

and she will be missed.   

Ronnie, thank you for your passion for learning, your 

organizational skills, and your vision to work to enlarge our 

children/youth/young adult resources.  It has been appreciated 

and well used.  Your love of books is evident, your desire to 

learn is inspirational.  You have expanded and updated our 

library with a wide variety of resources to help us learn and 

grow on the journey of faith.  Thank you for your willingness 

to still be available for questions or concerns about the library.  

Your service to Christ our Lord is valued and appreciated, you 

have been a blessing as our Librarian.  

In Jesus’ holy name, Pastor Maggie  
______________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to all of you for your prayers. It was so nice to 

know that my faith family was praying for me during and after 

my surgery. Also thank you to Martha Ministry for the meals 

they were so thoughtful. 

God Bless You 

Eva Sieberer 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to all that donated to the food bank for the month 

of November and December. We filled the bin as well as some 

monetary donations and we are sure that the food bank will 

put it all to good use for our community. 

 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
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January 03  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Tobin Johnson 
Lector:   Erin Haag 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Steven Trembecki 
Video:   Lauren Trembecki 
Worship Assistant: Laura Marie Elgersma 
Ushers:  Mark & Melanie Altwasser 
Scripture Readings: 1 Kings 3:4-15 
 

January 10  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Brody Beasley 
Lector:   Melanie Altwasser 
Storyteller:  Brianna 
Sound:   Mason Hofer  
Video:   Joey Armstrong 
Worship Assistant: Steven Trembecki 
Ushers:  Brent Altwasser Family 
Scripture Readings:      Genesis 1:1-15, 
    Romans 6:1-11 
 

January 17  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Megan Andrews 
Lector:   Kristen Niznik 
Storyteller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound:   Erin Haag 
Video:   Kate Elgersma 
Worship Assistant: Rhea Lynne Anderson 
Ushers:  Thomas & Jessica Anderson  

Scripture Readings: Samuel 3:1-10(11-20),  
   1 Corinthians 6:12-2 
 

January 24  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Addison Donald 
Lector:   Val Deunk 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Ryan Summach 
Video:   Nolan Trembecki 
Worship Assistant: Laura Marie Elgersma 
Ushers:  Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma  
Scripture Readings: Jonah 3:1-5, 
              10 1 Corinthians 7:29-31(32-35) 
 

 

January 31  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Norah Johnson 
Lector:   Kat Elgersma 
Storyteller:  Brianna Nolan  
Sound:   Randy Flatla 
Video:   Devon Flatla 

Worship Assistant: Steven Trembecki 
Ushers:  Leona F/ Anne M. 
Scripture Readings: Deuteronomy 18:15-20  
   1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES 

 

 
 
 
 
Chad & Mai Lam Ferguson Jan. 21 
Jesse & Candice Bloor  Jan. 27 

 
If you would like to have your anniversary included in the 
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Nichols    Jan 21 
 
 

 

 

JANUARY AN NIVERSARIES 

JANUARY SENIORS BIRTHDAYS 
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~ January 2021 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
4 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

  

1 
 
Happy New Year!!! 

 

2 
 
 
 
 

 

3 
 
10:00 am Worship  

 

 
 
 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

4 
 
Office Closed  
 
 

5 
 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

6 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 

7 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA  

8 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
Pastor Day off 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
 
10:00 am Worship  
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

11 

 
Office Closed 
 
 
7pm Deacon Meeting 
 

 

12 
 

10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 

 
 

7:00 pm Transition 
Zoom 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

13 
 

9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible Study 
 

1:00pm TLCW 
 

4:30pm Confirmation 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 

7:00pm Transition 
Zoom 
 

14 
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA  

15 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

16 
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 

  

17 
 
10:00 am Worship  
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

2:00pm Membership 
Zoom 

18 
 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
5:45pm Board of Ed 
 

19 
 
10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 

 

 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

20 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible Study 
 

4:30pm Confirmation 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

22 

 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 
 
 

23 

 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

 
10:00 am Worship 
 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service  

25 
 

Office Closed 
 

Pastor Maggie @ 
CLBI 
 

 Trinity Times 
deadline 
 
 

26 
 

Pastor Maggie 
@CLBI 
 

10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 

 

 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

27 
 

Pastor Maggie @CLBI 
 

4:30pm Confirmation 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 
 
 

28 
 

Pastor Maggie @CLBI 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 

8:00 pm AA 

29 
 

Pastor Maggie 
@CLBI 
 
 
 

30 
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 
 

 

31 
10:00 am Worship 
 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service  

      


