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relational, emotional,
even spiritual – it can feel
as though nothing ever
changes and that there is
not hope for this new year
being any better than the
one that has just passed.
Our first Sunday service in
Perhaps this new year is a
the new calendar year will be good time to reread
To God’s people in Christ
on Epiphany, a day set aside Lamentations – a book
Jesus at Trinity: Grace,
to remember the visit of the which has the honesty of
mercy and peace by yours
magi, the sages from the east admitting the real and
in Christ!
who came in search of the
constant painful aspects
“Happy New Year”!
newborn king of the Jews – of life but which also has
Welcome to 2019 – almost the King who in fulfillment
20% of the way through the of prophecy will rule for all the encouraging
reminders that God is
21st century. But this
eternity over the kingdom of with us through all of it
greeting reminds us once
the people of God. From
and that his mercy is
again of the reality of life as there the story of the life,
showered on us anew
God’s people – we an
suffering, death and
every day!
already but not yet, in but
resurrection of that newborn,
not of, saint and yet sinner, and of what that all means
The second truth has the
people.
for the world and each one of potential to bring with it
fear – specifically the fear
us, will be the focus for the
In the Christian church
of being out of control
first 6 months of 2019.
year, this is the beginning
because we not only don’t
of month two, so to speak.
As with all New Years two
December 2nd was the start things never change: there is know what will happen
bur are powerless in so
of the new church year –
really nothing new under the many ways to make it
the season of preparation
sun even if the year is “new”, happen in the way we
for the coming of the
and, not one of us knows
would want. As we face
Christ. The last few days
what this new year will bring that possibility I would
have seen the celebration of into our lives.
encourage you to once
his birth; the promises for
again focus on those
The
first
of
these
truths
can
the future (“unto you is
words of Scripture which
often bring a sense of
born . . . a Saviour”)
frustration, sometime almost have the power to change
contained in that small
our fears into peace and
despair, with it. The old
infant – so vulnerable
even anticipation.
saying, familiarity breeds
despite being the Lord of
Passages such as 2
contempt, has a kernel of
Lord and King of Kings; a
Timothy 4:18, Isaiah 12:2
truth
in
it.
As
we
look
at
our
reminder of the reality of
lives and see so many of the
the hatred of the world for
Continued on the next page
same struggles – financial,
the gift of God in the
slaughter of the innocents;
and the naming of this
newborn with a name that
describes both who he is and
what he will do – Jesus, God
saves!
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& 41:10, Psalm 56:3-4 &
130:5-6 and Romans 5:1-2
are but a small sampling of
passages which remind us
that even though we are
not in control of this future
year our God is, and his
promise is to work all
things for the good of
those who love him and
are called according to his
purposes (Romans 8:28).
With this as God’s
promise and knowing his
faithfulness, I can and do
once more wish you a hale
and hearty “Happy New
Year” as the children of
God!

Interested in Confirmation?
Parent information meeting January 16 @ 6:30 pm
For children grade 6 and up. Find out information regarding Confirmation classes
and what the commitment entails.
Confirmation Class resumes for all new and returning confirmands on
Wednesday, January 23 at 4:30 pm
___________________________________________________________

All are invited to the
Missions Ministry meeting
Sunday, January 27 at 11:30am
The Missions Ministry is for anyone who is interested in helping out those in need.
Please plan on attending this meeting.
Do you have eye glasses
that you can no longer
wear?
Please drop your old
glasses off in the box
labelled “Glasses”
underneath the portable
bulletin board in the
foyer and give someone
the gift of sight. There
are many in this world
who could never afford to
buy eyeglasses and you
can contribute to renew
their sight

___________________________________________________________
Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be held
Sunday, February 3rd at 12:30 pm
There will be a potluck lunch after the Worship
service with the meeting following lunch.

Please have all submissions for the Annual Report
in to the church office by Thursday, January 17th.
Financial Reports are due on Tuesday, January 22nd.
Thank you.
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a five week group seminar offering a thorough and
practical look at anger and its generators.
Participants will learn how to deal with frustration,
hurt and fear before they are expressed as anger.

Tuesdays, 7-9pm
January 15 to February 12, 2019
Receive: Certificate of Completion plus
One (optional) “post-seminar” counselling session
Costs: $20/person—subsidy available

Facilitator: Roxanne Jackson, M.C.
Lifetalk Counselling Services
Room 209, 327 3rd St W, Brooks

Prairie Rose Hospice
Palliative Care Society
As a local non-profit society,
Prairie Rose Hospice promotes
comfort, pain and symptom
control, support and hope, and
supplies to individuals being
cared for at home and in the
Brooks and Bassano Hospitals
If you would like more
information, please check
out the article on page 7.

Call 362-2210 to register.
__________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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Trinity Lutheran
Church Women

Quilters
Quilting will resume on January 8, 2019.
All are invited to join us in the
church basement at 1:00 pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

A huge word of thanks goes out to Dale Olsen for
the beautiful refurbishing of our Trinity Lutheran
Church Sign on Cassils Road. This sign was originally
crafted by Ron Anderson as a gift to Trinity. Weather
and time had taken a toll on the sign and we are so
thankful for Dale’s work in renewing its appearance
and returning it to identify who we are for people. To
God be the Glory!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The next TLCW meeting
will be on

January 9th at 1:00 pm

All ladies are invited to attend.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Pastor John, Maggie and family would like to say
thank you to each one of you who thought of us over
the Christmas season with cards, food, baking, kind
gifts of thanks and sharing! We are so touched by the
encouraging words, warmly fed by the delicious
goodies and strengthened for ministry by your
ongoing ways of supporting and affirming us on the
journey of faith and ministry. It is our prayer as a new
year begins that we may be found faithful first to the
Word of God and then to each of you as we seek to
serve using the gifts God has given us and answering
the call the congregation has entrusted to us! We love
you, in Jesus’ holy name,

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Flower Chart for 2019 is up & ready to be
filled for the coming year. Write your name &
the occasion, be it in celebration of an event or in
memory, on the appropriate date so that flowers can
be purchased and placed on the Altar for that
occasion. The cost of the bouquet of flowers is $16
which is payable by cash or cheque and can be
placed into the offering plate ear tagged “Altar
Flowers” or handed in to the office.

The Elgersma's would like to thank the mission
committee for the financial support for the Kapsowar
Hospital in Kenya. A motion was passed to donate
$2,000.00 to the Kapsowar hospital. Also, a $500
donation was made to Days for Girls to cover the cost
of the re-useable menstrual pads. Thank you from the
bottom of our hearts. Trinity's support has been
amazing!
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Youth Stuff
May our hearts be cradles for the Living Christ
a prayer for the New Year

Cradles for the Living Christ
Ralph Spaulding Cushman (20th Century)

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am
We will explore:
#Made4EachOther
#EyesWideOpen
#LiftMeUp
#TheRealMe
#LoveGod’sWay

Adam and Eve
Jacob and Rachel
Samson and Delilah
Ruth & Boaz
? Current Day
Couples - Stay
Tuned!

Breakfast will be shared!

*******************************************

Wilderness Ranch

Winter Retreat
February 1 – 3
Grade 7 and up
Cost: $100 / person
Talk to Maggie before
Jan 23 if you would like to
attend.

Let not our hearts be busy inns,
That have no room for Thee,
But cradles for the living Christ and His nativity.
Still driven by a thousand cares
The pilgrims come and go;
The hurried caravans press on;
The inns are crowded so!
Oh lest we starve,
and lest we die in our stupidity,
Come, Holy Child, within and share
Our hospitality.
Because there was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7
NIV). A crowded city, all the lodging filled, no room for
Jesus. The image, as Cushman points out, speaks to the
one who is too busy, whose heart is too crowded to
believe. Yet it speaks as well to the believers, to those
who say, “Yes, Lord Jesus, come into my heart,” yet find
that heart over time crowded with the cares of this
world, with the busyness of a life of faith, and yes, with
way too many messages in our in-boxes. I made a feeble
attempt at creating a flannelgraph presentation many
years ago based on a short story, “My Heart, Christ’s
Home.” The storyteller invited Christ into his home (his
heart) and moved from room to room as they explored
together what the life of faith meant in the experience of
the everyday. At one point, Jesus tells the narrator that
he’d been waiting for him every morning in the
(with)drawing room, but that he’d been lonely, as the
narrator didn’t appear. To paraphrase, Jesus reminded
the young man that their time together mattered to Jesus
just as much as it mattered to him. Makes me wonder,
how often has Jesus been sitting alone, waiting for me to
join him?- Author Unknown
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January 2019 Stewardship Newsletter Article
It is no secret that God
calls us to be generous
with the gifts He has
given us. Throughout the
Bible, we read that just
as God has generously
given to us, so are we to
give generously one to
another. As Jesus said,
“By this all people will
know that you are my
disciples, if you have
love for one another”
(John 13:35) and “Be
merciful, even as your
Father is merciful”
(Luke 6:36).
But God also calls us to
give to Him. And He,
who does all things well,
presses it into service for
the benefit of all the
people of God. See for
example what God
spoke to Moses on
Mount Sinai, after he
and the people were
safely brought out of
Egypt across the Red
Sea on dry land:
The Lord said to Moses,
“Speak to the people of
Israel, that they take for
me a contribution. From
every man whose heart
moves him you shall
receive the contribution
for me. And this is the
contribution that you
shall receive from them:
gold, silver, and bronze,
blue and purple and
scarlet yarns and fine
twined linen, goats' hair,
tanned rams' skins,
goatskins,[a] acacia
wood, oil for the lamps,
spices for the anointing

oil and for the fragrant
incense, onyx stones,
and stones for setting,
for the ephod and for the
breastpiece. And let
them make me a
sanctuary, that I may
dwell in their midst.
Exactly as I show you
concerning the pattern of
the tabernacle, and of all
its furniture, so you shall
make it. (Ex. 25: 1-9)
Notice in verse two that
the Lord instructs Moses
to tell the Israelites to
“take for me a
contribution” and that
from everyone motivated
from gratitude for what
God has just
accomplished and given
to them, Moses is to
gather up “the
contribution for me.”
Pay attention, though,
why the Lord wants the
people of Israel to gather
up these contributions
for Him. God tells
Moses precisely why:
“let them make me a
sanctuary, that I may
dwell in their midst.”
The purpose for the
contribution of the
Israelites was so that He
may dwell with them,
that He would live
among them. Through
the tabernacle and the
priesthood, through their
rites and ceremonies,
through their feasts and
festivals, as through
means, the Lord God,
who brought them out of
the bondage of Egypt

would live and dwell
among them and be their
God, and lead them into
the promised land, which
flowed with milk and
honey.
God dwells among us
still. In the fullness of
time, God’s son was born
of woman, born under the
law to redeem those
under the law. He
brought us out of
bondage to sin, death, the
devil, and Hell, and He
did this by His obedient
suffering and death, his
resurrection and
ascension. But He is not
gone. He dwells with us
through the means of His
Word and His
sacraments, through the
preaching and the
teaching of our pastors,
through the rites and
ceremonies of our liturgy.
He dwells with us in the
Church through those
means. And He is leading
us to the true promised
land, to the new heavens
and the new earth in the
new creation.
In the meantime, as God,
even now, continues to
call us to give to Him, let
us, who have been saved
from slavery to sin and
death, the devil and hell,
be so moved in our hearts
as to give generously to
Him so that the means of
grace, the means of His
gracious dwelling among
us, would continue now
and into the future. For

just as He did then so
does He do now. He
presses the gifts given to
Him into service for the
benefit of all His people.
He puts it to use so that
we may have Him with
us always, even unto the
end of the age.
From the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod Website
www.lcms.org

A Convenient Way
to Give
Have you wondered
how do I give to my
church when I don’t
carry cash, don’t use
cheques and hesitate to
give a set amount each
month through
Automatic Debit?
Trinity is in the process
of setting up e-Transfer
on our general account
so that you can use it as
one of the options to
give to the work of the
church. You choose
how much, when you
would like to send it and
how often you give all
from where ever you
have access to your
on-line banking.
Watch the weekly
bulletins for more
information on when
you can start using this
convenient way to fulfill
your stewardship
responsibilities to our
church and to respond
to God’s blessings in
your life with
thankfulness.
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Kenya Mission Trip

Jesus we ask that your hand be upon the country of
Haiti, the daily mission work at Haiti Arise, and for
the team that travels from our congregation January
13 – 24. Please give them safe travels, open hearts to
hear your gentle whispers of guidance, and the peace
that surpasses all understanding. We ask Lord that
you use us all, where we are, to be caring, patient and
light to a dark world. We love because you first
loved us. Thank you father for your unfailing love
and forgiveness. ~ Amen

Kate, Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma
Charlene Musgrove
Struan Vaughan

Gisela McGregor

The Elgersma’s are volunteering for a month at
Kapsowar Hospital a rural 130 bed mission hospital
run by Africa Inland Church. Their trip is being
facilitated by the medical branch of Samaritan's
Purse (World Medical Mission).

Sandra Zasadny

Colleen Davidson

Val Deunk

Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus
Philippians 4:6-7
Theresa Nilsson, Leona Ferguson, Sharon Reid
Rhea Lynne, Claire, Bill & Liam Anderson
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Prairie Rose Hospice
Palliative Care Society
of Brooks.
Our vision/mission
statement is Each Day
Matters.
We believe that lives
matter, right up until
their very last days.
Through education,
awareness, fundraising,
and providing for
practical needs, such as
in-home care beds,
Prairie Rose Hospice
Palliative Care Society
(PRHPCS) promotes and
supports local palliative
care efforts. PRHPCS is
a non-profit society run
by a volunteer board of
caring individuals and all
monies go directly to
local hospice care in
Brooks, Bassano, and
area.
Why Hospice?
Hospice palliative care is
a concept of care aimed
at enhancing the quality
of living and dying for
individuals and their
families. It is for anyone
of any age who is living
with a progressive and/or
life-threatening illness.
Sooner or later, we are
all affected by palliative
care, whether directly or
with someone we care
about. Compassionate
and personalized care
can enhance the quality
of a person's remaining
life journey.
One of our short term
goals is education,
including, but not limited
to: available health care
services to keep people

in their homes safely,
longer; supplying
information on financial
issues, be it filling out
government forms, drug
assistance, aides to daily
living, beds, incontinent
supplies etc.; being
prepared with goals of
care, personal directives,
wills in place; dealing
with depression both of
the7 patient and the care
giver, or "burn out" of
the care giver. We are
running a series of
lunchbox information
sessions to help with
some of these issues.
Another area we can help
with is the use of in
home hospital beds,
making it much easier for
the individual and the
care giver. PRHPCS is
committed to enhance
our community’s
awareness of Palliative
Hospice Care by
listening to the needs of
the community and
provide education
resources through
presentations, our Lunch
Box series, our Facebook
page, our website and
educational workshops as
requested.
One of our ongoing goals
is bereavement care in
which we host our annual
Trees of Hope Campaign
which helps people in
our community work
through their grief of
losing and acknowledge
their loved ones at this
special time of year. Also
our semiannual memorial
services which we hold
the third Sunday of

March and September for
families and friends to
acknowledge their loved
ones that has passed
away throughout the
year.
In addition, we are
working on establishing a
network and partnership
with our community
resources including, but
not limited to,
physicians, AHS, City,
County, EID, ministerial,
Chamber of Commerce
and service clubs to
name a few, working
together. Our goal is to
have strong palliative
support available for
months, or maybe even
years, until the need for
hospice care, as the life
journey comes to a close.
Exactly how the hospice
concept of care will be
provided must be
flexible. It could be beds
in a private or
government funded
facility, with dedicated,
educated staff, and/ or
perhaps staff that can go
to the home if that is the
wish of the individual, or
other variations, to serve
the needs and goals of
the individual.
At our semi-annual
memorial services,
PRHPCS honors over
140 local individuals
annually. These 140
individuals are the root
that stems out to impact
many more family,
friends, health care
professionals and
community members.
There is a huge financial

burden on the individuals
staying in their homes,
the need to fund drugs
and/or physical care
givers. In addition, there
is the commitment of
family and friends,
sometimes necessitating
time away from work
and frequent travel, to
say nothing about the
emotional strain. Some
Palliative and end of life
individuals choose to
have their final journey
conclude at home, if they
have the support and
resources to reach their
goal. We can assist in
this area, offering the use
of hospital beds for
comfort and ease of care,
helping people to find
other physical resources,
education to help with
the journey. In addition
we are working on
establishing a volunteer
program that will train
volunteers to come into
the home in the final
days, so no-one has to
die alone. If the goal is
not an in home death,
palliative and end of life
care can and does happen
in our hospital, or
sometimes people opt to
go to hospice in
neighboring
communities. One of our
long term goals would be
that we could offer
hospice care here, and no
one would have to travel
and be away from family
and friends.
Please check out our
Website at
www.prairierosehospice.
ca & Prairie Rose
Hospice Palliative Care
Society is on Facebook.
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WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE
OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES
January 06
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Communion Prep:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:

10:00 am
Rite of Confirmation with
Communion
Anzelle Muller
Mona Erlandson
Pastor John
Doris Bachand
Ryan Summach / Mason Hofer
Gordon Frank
Brad & Kristen Niznik /
Candice Bloor / Barb Tamura

Scripture Readings:

Isaiah 60:1-6 /Ephesians 3:1-12

January 13

10:00 am
Baptism of Our Lord
Cody These
Mark Altwasser
Maggie Theiss

Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:

Doug Erlandson/Nolan Trembecki

Scripture Readings:

Harold Stedel
John & Charlotte Dyck /
Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma
Isaiah 43:1-7 / Romans 6:1-11

January 20
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Communion Prep:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:

10:00 am with Communion
Nolan Trembecki
Lorene Nichols
Julie Musgrove
Debbie Berg
Randy Flatla / Ian Altwasser
Mark Altwasser
Pete & Patty Green /

Scripture Readings:

Isaiah 62:1-5 /
1 Corinthians 12:1-11

January 27
Acolyte:
Lector:
Storyteller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:

10:00 am
Kelcie Beblow
Garnet Altwasser
Pastor John
Devon Flatla / Ryan Summach
Mark Altwasser
Randy & Corry Flatla /
Stan & Tracey Waddell
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 /
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Scripture Readings:
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JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Chad & Mai Lam Ferguson
Greg & Erica Frank
Jesse & Candice Bloor
John & Marilyn Dell

Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 27
Jan. 30

If you would like to have your anniversary included in the
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office.

JANUARY SENIORS BIRTHDAYS

Manley Knutson
Arlene Jensen
Brian Nichols
Glenda Anthony

Jan. 02
Jan. 10
Jan. 21
Jan. 29

If you are a Senior and would like to have your name
included on the Seniors’ birthday list, please call the
church office.
______________________________________________

Anne McMahon / Leona Ferguson

LCMC-NW District Gathering
Richland Lutheran Church, Richland, WA
May 3-4, 2019
Theme: My Feet Are On the Rock
Standing Firm in a Shifting World
Psalm 62:6

With Keynote Speakers:
And Breakout Sessions

Mark Vander Tuig
Walt Kallestad
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~ January 2019 ~
Sun

Mon

Communion Sundays

January 06
January 20

6

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

New Year’s Day –
Office Closed

Pastor John day off

Pastor John day off

Trinity Times Deadline

7

8

10:00 am Worship
With Rite of
Confirmation
11:30 am Eyeglass
Training

9

4

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

1:00 pm
Confirmation
Preparation

10

11

Maggie day off

1:00 pm Quilting
6:00 pm Brownies
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 6:30 pm Girl Guides / 5:00 pm Deacon’s
Pathfinders
meeting
of God Tabernacle
7:00 pm Council
Worship Service
meeting

Fri

Sat

5
3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting
6:30 pm Confirmation
Faith Sharing

12

Pastor John day off Pastor John & Maggie
day off

9:30 am Agape Ladies 1:30 pm Staff meeting
Bible Study
1:00 pm Trinity
Lutheran Church
Women meeting

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

15

16

17

1:00 pm Quilting

Annual Report
9:30 am Agape Ladies Deadline
Bible Study
9:15 am Communion
Newbrook Lodge
6:30 pm Confirmation
Parent meeting
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

8:00 pm AA

13
Haiti Mission Trip
9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

14
Maggie day off
6:00 pm Brownies

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 6:30 pm Girl Guides /
Pathfinders
of God Tabernacle
8:00 pm AA
Worship Service

20

21

22

23

Haiti Mission Trip
9:00 am Education
Hour

Pastor John day off

10:00 am Staff
meeting

9:30 am Agape Ladies
Bible Study

6:00 pm Brownies
1:00 pm Quilting
6:30 pm Girl Guides /
7:00 pm Worship
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church Pathfinders
Committee meeting
of God Tabernacle
8:00 pm AA
Worship Service
10:00 am Worship

27
9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship
11:30 am Mission
Ministry meeting

28

29

Pastor John day off

6:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 1:00 pm Quilting
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church Pathfinders
8:00 pm AA
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service

4:30 pm Confirmation

30

24

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

31

9:30 am Agape Ladies
Bible Study
4:30 pm Confirmation
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

18

19

Pastor John day off Pastor John & Maggie
day off

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

25

26

Maggie day off

Pastor John & Maggie
day off
3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting
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Trinity Lutheran Church
We’re on the Web!
811 Cassils Road W
Brooks, AB T1R 0E4

See us at:
www.brookstrinity.ca

PHONE:
(403) 362-4259
E-MAIL:
brkstrin@telusplanet.net

Trinity Times
The next deadline is
January 22, 2019.

“Serve Christ our Lord by welcoming, equipping & sending disciples”

