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everyone. The Lord is
near. Do not worry about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and
supplication with
thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to
God." (Phil. 4:4-6)
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Thank you

In Paul's letter to the church
in Philippi he repeatedly
encourages them to rejoice
and know Christ. He uses
these words and phrases
throughout Philippians
3&4,
"Finally, my brothers and
sisters, rejoice in the Lord"

Useful Information

Calendar

In the year of our Lord
2017, greetings in the
powerful name of Jesus!

9
10

"I regard everything as
loss because of the
surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord"
"I want to know Christ
and the power of his
resurrection"
"I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus"
" . . . my brothers and
sisters whom I love . . .
stand firm in the Lord."
And perhaps best known
are these words, "Rejoice in
the Lord always; again I
will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to

We are beginning a New
Year. What does 2017
hold for us as individuals?
What about our families?
Our livelihoods? What
does 2017 hold for Trinity
as a people of faith called
to share the Gospel
message and to serve Jesus
by loving and serving
others in His name?
The short answer is WE
SIMPLY DO NOT
KNOW! We cannot know
and that is probably a good
thing. Too much
knowledge of the future
can be a heavy burden to
bear and we are not
equipped to know all
things. What we do know
is that God holds our
future. God is still the
Giver of all gifts. God who
created all things continues
to care for all things. God,
who sent His Son Jesus, to
the manger in Bethlehem,
continues to give us the
forgiveness of Christ and
the power of the Holy
Spirit to rest in and have
peace in each day. Peace
that is ours in the midst of

crisis, conflict, confusion
and loss. The peace Paul
talks about in verse 7 of
chapter 4, "And the peace
of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will
guard your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus". A
peace the world does not
understand!
We can also know that
God is calling us to live
out our faith in real and
meaningful ways each
day. We are called just
like the church in Philippi
to rejoice and know
Christ! The best way to
grow in both our rejoicing
and our knowledge of
Christ is to go deeper into
study of the Scriptures.
They are God's living
words to us. There are
many opportunities each
week for us to make use
of - which ones will you
commit to this year?
Another very important
piece of rejoicing and
knowing Christ is a
prayer life that goes
deeper. If prayer is
something you struggle
with, wonder about,
cannot find time for or
just plain do not get, then
consider joining the
Monday night study on
Prayer, "Prayer: Does it
Make Any Difference?"
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

Come and explore one of the
most fundamental, challenging,
perplexing and deeply
rewarding aspects of our
relationship with God: prayer.
Be warned though that doing
so might result in significant
change in that relationship!
It is a New Year but the same
me, the same you and the
unchanging God who calls us
to be His people, His new
creation in Christ. May we
live out this year rejoicing and
growing in knowing Christ.
Happy New Year, in Jesus'
holy name!

Attention all new and returning
confirmation students.
Confirmation classes resume January
11 at 4:45pm
______________________________________

Monday – Thursday: 8:30 am – 4:00 pm
Friday: 8:30 am – 12:00 pm
* Please note that the office will be
closed until January 3. We apologize
for any inconvenience.
_____________________________________

Quilting Group
We will resume meeting on Tuesday
January 10 at 1:00 pm in the church
basement. All are welcome!
Christmas Caroling

________________________________

Special Donation
Opportunity

We have been working on putting together
some of our favorite praise songs into a
songbook for the pews. The cost of these
songbooks is $300. If you feel led to
contribute towards this item please contact
the church office. Thank you.
___________________________________

Trinity’s Annual General Meeting will
be held Sunday, February 5 @ 11:30
am. There will be a potluck lunch after
the Worship service with the meeting
following lunch.
Please have all submissions for the
Annual Report in to the church office by
Thursday, January 12th. Financial
Reports are due on Thursday, January
19th. Thank you.

Volunteer Opportunity

We are looking for someone to take care of
Trinity’s recycling needs. Please consider
volunteering to do this as a family and
commit to a month at a time. There is a
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across
from the office.

Trinity Times

Page 3 of 11

Are We Changing and Growing?
Submitted by Gordon Frank
I once knew a talented
hockey coach. He would
start each season with about
14 eager minor hockey
league players. At least half
of them would be moving
up from a younger age
group and they knew little
of what to expect at this
higher level of play. But,
the coach knew. He already
had a vision for what each
player and the team would
look like at the end of the
season. He worked back
from there, to plan each
week how to move the team
to the next level of
understanding and
expertise. By the end of the
season they would not be
perfect, but they were on a
journey to becoming better
players and better young
men. An almost miraculous
transformation took place
each season.
The Bible talks about a
miraculous transformation
of followers of Jesus. We,
who are repentant sinners
and saved by God's grace,
change over time as we
experience God's love and
Holy Spirit. Through his
word and through other
followers (disciples), we
change and grow. In fact,
we become more like Jesus.
2 Corinthians 3:18 (TLB)
says, "But we Christians
have no veil over our faces;
we can be mirrors that
brightly reflect the glory of
the Lord. And as the Spirit
of the Lord works within us,

we become more and more
like him." When we become
more like Jesus we are more
effective witnesses to others
who need to know the
message of salvation and
joy. God wants everyone to
have a transformed life of
ever changing and growing
discipleship.
Let's go back to my hockey
analogy for a minute. The
coach told me that every
team is different and every
player is different. He
works hard to find just the
right motivation for each
player to respond to his
direction. In spite of that
effort, some years the team
and players responded better
than other years. Some
individual players would
end the season at almost the
same level they started at.
They had failed to move and
progress. This was usually a
result of their own
unwillingness: to show up
all the time, to listen, to
practice, or to be open to
change.
Like hockey players, we can
end each season not much
different than the year
before. Our spiritual lives
can stagnate and we get in a
perpetual comfort zone. God
is the one who transforms
us! But, do you have a part?
Yes, we do. As individuals
and as a church we can
design a process that puts us
into the pathway of God's
transforming power
revealed in scripture.

When 2018 rolls around 12
months from now, will we
have changed and grown
spiritually? As individuals
and as a church consider
these three steps as an
outline to help move
spiritually (scholars call this
sanctification).
1. Have a clear, simple
process with an end goal in
mind. Eliminate anything
that does not fit the process.
This can be done on paper.
You may plan to: Bible
read, pray, attend church,
listen to Christian blogs,
stop watching so much TV,
follow Facebook less, and
so on.
2. Put your process in a
logical sequence. The
sequence works best if you
move to a greater level of
commitment each time. You
could attend church
regularly, then add in a
Bible study, more home
study follows logically, as
does practicing your faith in
everything you do.
3. Figure out how you will
intentionally move to
greater commitment. At this
stage it is very helpful to
connect with people. Join or
start a small group, hang out
with Christian friends, have
a trusted friend who helps
keep you accountable, start
serving in whatever ways
God has gifted you. Build
relationships with
unchurched people.
It is supportive to have a

clear direction, align
everything in a logical
sequence, intentionally
move through meaningful
steps and focus on the
essentials. Will we look
back at the end of the year
and see how God lead us,
sanctified and transformed
us? Our coach (God) has a
plan for us in 2017. It is
exciting and challenging to
trust God as he allows us to
be part of this miraculous
process.

“When 2018 rolls
around 12 months
from now, will we
have changed and
grown spiritually?”
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Coffee House Adult Study
- Sunday's 8:45 am to 9:45 am
- Starts January 8 - Everyone
Welcome
The coffee is on at 8:45 am every
Sunday morning starting January 8,
downstairs in the large room by the
kitchen. The session starts sharp at
9:00 am. You can expect a
comfortable atmosphere where we
can explore God's word together and
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
apply it to our lives as followers of
Jesus. We trust this will be a unique
and fun way to grow together as
God equips us.

Trinity Times
Agape Bible Study
- A New You!!
In the Areas of
Faithfulness,
Gentleness
and Self-Control!!!

We kick off the first week with a
look at some guidance from God's
Word for the New Year. Then on
January 15 we start a video series
on Ephesians. Ephesians was
written, in part, to change our
orientation from being mancentered to God-centered. The
videos use humor and amusing
anecdotes to explain how we are:
adopted, accepted, empowered and
transformed from the inside out.
Each week we will discuss together
our spiritual development and
practical application of God's plan
and principles in our lives.

Jesus said, "I chose you and appointed you to
go and bear fruit - fruit that will last". John 15:16

The last coffee house of this series
will be February 26 but, we will
monitor whether to continue after
that date on another topic.

Here's a snippet to tweak your interest on
Faithfulness in Chapter One:
"Promised Faithfulness - ....and thereto I plight
thee my troth.

For more information contact:
Gordon, Wendy, Greg or Erica
Frank or call 403-362-7299.

____________________________________________________

Christ called you and every other believer to
bear fruit. But what fruit?
Agape Bible Study group welcomes you to come
and check out the Fruit of the Spirit study. We'll
be getting into God's Word and asking the Holy
Spirit to help us bear good fruit in the areas of
Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control.

In wedding ceremonies where the traditional
"King James" English was used, both bride and
groom made a vow to each other. Modern
couples, however, would be hard pressed to
explain what "plight thee my troth" means.
Updated versions of the vow seem clearer:
"pledge you my faithfulness." The person
promises to remain faithful to his or her spouse,
forsaking all others and forming a lasting, loving
relationship exclusively with that one special
person they marry.
Throughout the course of their life together,
each couple finds out whether they can keep
that vow or not. Will temptation lure one of them
into adultery? Will financial pressures break
them up? Can they endure a lingering illness,
the death of a child, the interference of an inlaw, the stress of relocation? We don't know the
quality and depth of a relationship until it is
tested. Can we count on another person even
when temptation or trial appears? Paul lists
"faithfulness" as one of the fruit of the Spirit in
Galatians 5:22. To better understand what he
has in mind, we turn to God's Word. Can we
count on God? Can God count on us?"
Agape Bible Study 2017 starts Wednesday January 11th - 1pm - In the Chapel (behind the
offices)
We welcome you to check out this Wednesday
afternoon study (6-8 weeks). Come for tea, bring
your own Bible or use one at church, study
books provided. Let's get into God's Word and
grow individually and as a group - serving others
as Christ called us to do! Please Come!!!

Trinity Times

Youth Stuff
"Remember your Creator in the
days of your youth"
- Ecclesiastes 12:1

Newell Christian Community Open Gym
Who: Youth grades 7 and up
When: Jan 8 from 2 – 4:30 pm
Where: St Joseph’s School Gym
Bring: Indoor running shoes, a water bottle and your
sense of fun!
We will play basketball, volleyball and enjoy some
group challenges
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January 2017 Stewardship Newsletter Article
Celebrating New Years
is a celebration of the
past and the future. We
take stock of the past
with thanksgiving and
sometimes even relief
(that it’s over), and we
look to the future in the
hope and anticipation
and perhaps even worry
of what it holds.
The point is that New
Year’s celebrations
remind us of who we are
as opposed to who we
would like to be; what
we have done in
comparison to what we
want to do. It reminds us
of our accomplishments,
but mostly it reminds us
of our failures. What
we’ve lost. Who we’ve
lost.
New Years is our own
version of Dickens’
classic A Christmas
Carol. And we all play
Scrooge. We are visited
by the ghosts of our
pasts, presents, and
futures.
St. Paul writes: “The
point is this: whoever
sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and
whoever sows
bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one
must give as he has made
up his mind, not
reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make
all grace abound to you,
so that having all
sufficiency in all things
at all times, you may
abound in every good

work. As it is written,
‘He has distributed freely,
he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures
forever.’ He who supplies
seed to the sower and bread
for food will supply and
multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the
harvest of your
righteousness. You will be
enriched in every way for
all your generosity, which
through us will produce
thanksgiving to God” (2
Cor 9:6–15).
St. Paul tells us that the
Lord of all will both supply
and increase what you need
to give to the church for its
work in and for the world.
He tells us that this work
that God is doing in us will
enrich and bless us in every
way and through this it will
produce thanksgiving to
God. With this in mind,
here is some practical
advice to help you take
stock of your giving of
years past, which will help
you to change what needs
to be changed, improved, or
done away with altogether.
First, attend the Divine
Service to receive God’s
gifts of forgiveness, life,
and salvation. If you’ve not
been faithful in attending
worship to hear the
preaching of God’s Word,
to receive forgiveness, and
feast of the rich food of our
Lord’s body and blood for
the eternal benefit of your
body and soul, then repent
and come to receive the
gifts God freely gives. God
doesn’t want your money.
He wants you—all of you
(Matt 22:20–22).

Second, pray for the Lord’s
help. Your right as a
Christian is to speak with
your Father, the King of all
creation, freely through His
Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Go to the throne of grace
and ask for strength and
wisdom to follow His
bidding faithfully (John
15:1–16).
Third, consider what the
Church is and what the
Church does. The Church is
a mercy place. It inhales the
mercy of the Father by the
death, resurrection, and
ascension of His Son
through the preaching of
the Gospel and the
Sacraments. It exhales this
mercy in love toward the
neighbor. You are a
member of the Church, of
God’s family. Thus, you
are not only a recipient of
God’s mercy, but a bearer
of that mercy for the life of
the world. You spread that
mercy in showing mercy
through the generous
giving of your income to
support the work of the
Church in and for the
world, as the Israelites did
in the Old Testament (Lev
27:1–34).
Fourth, take stock of your
current giving in light of
the New Testament’s
teaching on supporting the
work of the Church. Are
you giving of your first
fruits, taking it out of your
paycheck first, or does God
get what’s left over? Are
you giving voluntarily and
cheerfully? Are you giving
proportionally and
generously?

“Are you giving of your
first fruits, taking it out
of your paycheck first,
or does God get what’s
left over?”

The New Testament gives
freedom to be generous, to
give more for the Church’s
work. Are you relying on
God’s promise to provide
and increase what you need
to do His work? If your
answer is no to any of these,
repent. If God gave you His
only Son, will He not
provide for you all things,
even physical things? Trust
Him, His Word, and heed it.
So, don’t let your past
define your future. Rather,
commit for the year a
generous proportion of your
income, which is God’s gift
to you for this body and life.
-From the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod Website
www.lcms.org

list from business reply
cards, customer
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Useful Information

If you have a concern you would like to have
placed on our Prayer Chain please call the
church office. Please notify the office also if your
email address has changed.
______________________________________________
If you have a concern, question,
bouquet, etc., you are invited to
write it out, sign it & place it into
the Comments & Suggestions Box
that is located on the ledge of the
office in the Library. The Deacons
regularly check this box. It is
there for you.

FYI
You have an opportunity for service to our church
family at TLC.
We would welcome anyone interested in the
preparation of coffee after Sunday worship or the
clean-up, to come into the Kitchen to become familiar
with the routine. There is a sign-up sheet in the
Kitchen. We’ve been enjoying treats with our after
worship coffee and welcome contributions if you feel
lead to do so

_____________________________________
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
NW District

Do you have eye glasses that you can no
longer wear?
Please drop your old glasses off in the box
labelled “Glasses” underneath the portable
bulletin board in the foyer and give someone
the gift of sight. There are many in this world
who could never afford to buy eyeglasses and
you can contribute to renew their sight

As we are now a member of the North West district
of LCMC we invite you to check out their website
www.lcmc-nw.com
This is a good way to keep in touch with other
churches in our area and find out what is happening
in our district.
Please do not park in the alley as it is
not only illegal but it also is
inconvenient for our neighbors. Also,
please be considerate of our seniors &
leave parking spaces for them at the
back door.
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JANUARY
SENIOR’S BIRTHDAYS

Manley Knutson
Arlene Jensen
Glenda Anthony

VOLUNTEER DUTIES
January 08
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:

Jan 02
Jan 10
Jan 29

JANUARY
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Chad & Mai Lam Ferguson
Greg & Erica Frank
Jesse & Candice Bloor
John & Marilyn Dell

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF

Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 27
Jan. 30

Scripture Readings:
January 15
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF
VOLUNTEER DUTIES

January 22
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

January 01
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am
Jordan Peltzer
Ria Neufeld
Maggie Theiss
Ian Altwasser / Myra Altwasser

Harold Stedel
Mark & Melanie Altwasser /
Candice Bloor / Barb Tamura
Isaiah 63:7-17
Galatians 4:4-7

January 29
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am with Communion
Lyndsey Peltzer
Anna Moeller
Maggie Theiss
Emmalyn Elgersma / Liam Anderson

Will & Anna Moeller
Brian Berg
Jim & Jeanie Culligan /
Randy & Corry Flatla
Isaiah 42:1-9
Romans 6:1-11
10:00 am with Communion
Kim Riveral
Garnet Altwasser
Julie Musgrove
Randy Flatla / Mason Hofer

Debbie Berg
Mark Altwasser
Pete & Patty Green /
Doug & Mona Erlandson
Isaiah 49:1-7
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
10:00 am
Kalem Schoneck
Mark Altwasser
Pastor John
Jayden Harvie / Ryan Summach

Harold Stedel
Chris Deschner / Garry Carter /
Jayden & Amilyn Harvie
Isaiah 9:1-4
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
10:00 am
Brock Thurmeier
Brian Berg
Maggie Theiss
Doug Erlandson / Ian Altwasser

Brian Berg
Barry & Trudi Heal /
Colin & Charlene Musgrove
Micah 6:1-8
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

Trinity Times
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~ January 2017 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

4

10:00 am Worship

Office Closed

Pastor John day off

Pastor John day off

Thu

5

Fri

6

1:00 pm Quilting

8
9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship
11:30 am Haiti
Mission Team
Meeting
1:30 – 3:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle Worship
Service
2:00 pm Youth Open
Gym

15

9

10

11

12

13

Maggie day off

Pastor John day off Pastor John day off

11:00 am Staff meeting

4:45 pm Confirmation

7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

16

17

18

19

20

21

Maggie day off
11:00am Staff meeting

Pastor John &
Maggie day off

Pastor John day off

1:00 pm Quilting

6:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 7:00 pm Council
Pathfinders
1:30 – 3:30 pm
meeting
7:00 pm Prayer Study
Church of God
Tabernacle Worship
8:00 pm AA
Service

22

23

9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Trinity Times deadline Pastor Cluster
meeting

24

1:30 – 4:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle Worship
Service
2:00 pm Pastor John
@ Iddesleigh

6:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides /
Pathfinders
7:00 pm Prayer Study

1:00 pm Quilting
7:00 pm Worship
Committee meeting
8:00 pm AA

29

30

31
Pastor John day off

6:00 pm Brownies
6:30 pm Girl Guides /
Pathfinders
8:00 pm AA
7:00 pm Prayer Study

3:30 – 6:00 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

1:00 pm Agape Study

3:30 – 6:00 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

1:00 pm Agape Study
4:45 pm Confirmation

7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

25

26

27

Maggie day off

Pastor John day off Pastor John day off

28

11:00am Staff meeting
1:00 pm Agape Study

1:30 – 4:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle Worship
Service

14

1:00 pm Quilting
6:00 pm Brownies
1:00 pm Board of Ed
6:30 pm Girl Guides / meeting
Pathfinders
7:00 pm Prayer Study 8:00 pm AA

9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

7

3:30 – 6:00 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

8:00 pm AA

Sat

4:45 pm Confirmation

7:00 pm Trinity Choir
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

3:30 – 6:00 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting
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To the members of Trinity Lutheran Church:
As the Advent season begins, I am continually reminded of the beautiful story of the first Christmas, 2000 years
ago. Jesus was born into a broken world, to love and serve those in need. As I look at the world today, I see
brokenness and devastation, but also an opportunity to love and serve those in need, as He taught us.
What you’ve accomplished through your donations at the Celebration Choir’s concert on November 26 concerts is
just that. With your generous support, World Renew is able to reach out to those affected by Hurricane Matthew in
Haiti. Through World Renew, thousands are being fed and receiving access to clean water. For many whose homes
have been damaged or destroyed, World Renew will also help provide shelter. You are a partner in this ministry.
Through the immense generosity that was displayed at Trinity Lutheran Church, over $3700 was raised for this
important work! Without your compassion and desire to reach out to the hurting in our world, none of this could be
possible. Thank you.
Let me introduce you to Mrs. Gertrude La Guerre, a mother of 10 who lives in the community of Duchity, where
World Renew is responding. When Hurricane Matthew battered the southern peninsula of Haiti, her home and
most of her crops were destroyed. In the eight weeks since the hurricane, Gertrude and her family have been
surviving on the sporadic generosity of neighbours and relatives. Even the basic necessities of life have been
difficult to come by for Gertrude and her children.
World Renew has connected with Gertrude and her family and is providing them with food assistance for the next
3 months. Each month, they receive 30kg of rice, 15kg of milled corn, 12kg of beans and one gallon of cooking oil.
On top of this, they have already received 6kg of corn seed and will receive bean seeds next month. These crops
will be planted as soon as possible so that they will be ready to harvest when the food distributions come to an end.
Though it’s not a lot, this support is enough to help Gertrude and her family make it through this difficult time.
Gertrude’s family is one of 1,600 families in Duchity that are receiving support from World Renew.
You have played an important role in helping World Renew to reach out to the families whose lives have been
dramatically changed because of Hurricane Matthew.
As we reflect on this Advent Season and the birth of our Saviour, celebrating the hope that he brings, pray that the
people of Haiti would experience renewed hope as they get back on their feet and begin the long process of
recovery. Please also join us in praying that Haitians would not only recover but be stronger and better equipped to
endure if another disaster comes.
If you have any questions about World Renew’s response to Hurricane Matthew, or would like to learn more,
please contact Jon Self at jself@worldrenew.net
Your partner in ministry,
Kenneth Kim Director of Disaster Response & Rehabilitation
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Trinity Lutheran Church
811 Cassils Road W
Brooks, AB T1R 0E4

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.brookstrinity.ca

PHONE:
(403) 362-4259
FAX:
(403) 362-6298
E-MAIL:
brkstrin@telusplanet.net

Trinity Times
The next deadline is
January 24th.

