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CHAPTER ONE 

EXAMINING THE CHARACTERISTICS 
OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY 

1. “Revivalism teaches that the Christian life begins with a personal decision to accept 

Christ” (p. 14). Why is this appealing? What is the danger? 

2. “Pietism teaches that the Christian life is chiefly marked by growth in good works” (p. 

15). Why is this appealing? What is the danger? 

3. “Mysticism teaches that we can have direct, unmediated access to God” (p. 18). Why is 

this appealing? What is the danger? 

4. “Enthusiasm teaches that the spiritual life happens inside of us” (p. 21). Why is this 

appealing? What is the danger? 

5. “Legalism puts the Law above the Gospel by establishing requirements for salvation 

beyond repentance and faith in Jesus Christ” (p. 22). Why is this appealing? What is the 

danger? 

6. “Moralism teaches that the Gospel can be reduced to improvements in behavior” 

(p. 28). Why is this appealing? What is the danger? 

7. In the parable of the prodigal son, we see “three slaveries”: slavery to passions and sin, 

slavery to despair of God’s mercy, and slavery of obedience to God’s Commandments 

(p. 33). Why do we tend towards slavery instead of sonship?   
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CHAPTER TWO 

GOD SPEAKS  
1. “Inspired,” “inerrant,” and “infallible” are the three attributes that American 

Christianity gives the Bible (pp. 40–42). Why isn’t this enough? 

2. As Lutherans, we believe in the clarity of the Bible, yet many other Christians simply 

don’t. Is Scripture clear?  

3. The Bible is sufficient; it is enough for our life and our faith. Why do some argue that it 

isn’t? Does the Bible answer the question “What is God’s will for my life?”? 

4. We believe the Bible is efficacious; it has power and authority. If one loses sight of this 

truth, what happens? 

5. “Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth” (pp. 48–49). The Bible as instruction manual 

is horrible. What are the shortcomings with this approach? 

6. “Our doctrine is our salvation” (p. 51). What is your reaction to this statement? 

7. Why are these two questions important when reading Scripture? (1) “What is God 

teaching me about Himself?” (p. 50).  (2) “Where is the comfort?”  (p. 51). 

8. “God’s Word is awesome” (p. 52). Why and how?  
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CHAPTER THREE 

HOW BAD A BOY ARE YA? 
1. “American Christianity softens the Bible’s teaching on sin” (p. 58). How does 

revivalism, pietism, and/or mysticism feed into this? 

2. Original sin is the sin we have through Adam. Why is that an important doctrine? 

3. Sin, death, and the devil are always together (p. 60). What does that mean? 

4. Our sinful nature comes first, then our sinful actions. What difference does that make? 

5. Which of the three functions of the law (curb, mirror, guide) is most compelling to 

you? 

6. The discussion of free will (pp. 66ff.) is critical to our understanding of our relationship 

to God. Do we have free will or not? 

7. “When we see Jesus on the cross, we see what we deserve” (p. 70). What does Jesus’ 

suffering and death say about our sin?  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE ONE WHO IS ALWAYS AND ONLY “FOR YOU” 
1. “Much of American Christianity is focused in the Christian and not on Christ” (p. 73). 

Have you seen this? Have you fallen for it? 

2. The Old Testament is all about Jesus. Which of the three texts mentioned on pages 76–

77 made the most profound impact on you? 

3. In Genesis 3:15, we hear a pronouncement against the devil and his offspring, sin and 

death. Had you heard this verse unpacked before the way the author does on pages 79–

80?  

4. The Old Testament sacrificial system points us to Jesus. What does American 

Christianity do with the Old Testament in general and sacrifices in particular? 

5. The cross is our theology; our preaching and teaching centers on it (p. 82). Is the cross 

absent in American Christianity? Has it been removed from more than just the 

sanctuary? 

6. Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross centers on physical pain, shame, and spiritual 

agony (p. 84). Why does modern theology tend to not preach or teach on this or the 

wrath of God?  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

YOUR NAME: RIGHTEOUS  
1. What is “the Great Exchange”? 

2. “The Gospel is not the fact of the cross or the event of the cross. It is the word of the 

cross, the promise of the cross” (p. 94). What does this mean? 

3. “Repentance is the requirement and the result of God’s Word coming to mankind” 

(p. 97). How do the parables of Luke 15 demonstrate this? 

4. The two parts of repentance are (1) contrition that affirms we are sinners deserving of 

God’s wrath and (2) faith. American Christianity thinks this happens once or a handful 

of times. Why is that so wrong? 

5. Conversion is God’s work (p. 102). Why isn’t it our work, our decision? 

6. “The righteousness of the Gospel belongs to Jesus but is graciously given to us” (p. 

108). What is “passive” righteousness? 

7. What does the Office of the Keys have to do with Absolution and forgiveness? 

8. “A good conscience is not a conscience without sin. . . . A good conscience is a forgiven 

conscience” (p. 116). Did the courtroom analogy help this concept for you? 
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CHAPTER SIX 

GO PLAY OUTSIDE 
1. Why does American Christianity seem to keep the spiritual life on the “inside”? What is 

lost by this? 

2. “The kingdom of God comes by promise and faith. And Jesus connects this promise to 

water” (p. 122). How do you find the Spirit? How do you feel the Spirit? 

3. American Christianity distrusts anything that is “outside” of us. Why? What is being 

missed out on? 

4. “Baptism is Gospel: the gift of God for the salvation of sinners” (p. 130). Why does 

American Christianity deny this truth? 

5. Infant Baptism is so anathema to American Christianity. Why should infants be 

baptized? 

6. The Lord’s Supper IS the body and blood, it IS the bread and wine. It brings life and 

salvation! Why would American Christianity minimize it by saying it is just symbolic? 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

THE HOW OF GOOD WORKS 
1. American Christianity is confused about the how, what, and why of good works (p. 

142). What is the proper view of these? 

2. How is Baptism the battleground of the Christian life? 

3. The four states of man’s will discussed on pages 147–49 is a compelling topic. Did it 

clear anything up? 

4. What are the four parts of a Christian good work (p. 154)? Why does that matter? 

5. “All good works are completely impossible without faith” (p. 156). True or false? Why? 

6. Of the three dangers to our conscience (p. 158ff.), which is the one you battle most? 

7. How does suffering fit into the Christian life?  
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE GIFT OF A NEIGHBOR AND THE BEGINNING OF LOVE 
1. Christian love is sacrifice, it is selfless, it is death (p. 169). What is wrong with loving 

yourself? 

2. The Scriptures locate good works first in our homes and then with the folks we live and 

work with (p. 172). Why is vocation essential to understanding good works? 

3. “Worship is being served by Jesus” (p. 176). It’s about God’s work and Word, His 

speaking and giving. How does that challenge us? How does it challenge American 

Christianity? 

4. What’s wrong with “Relationship Theology”? 

5. “Piety is the way our doctrine looks when it is lived out in our lives” (p. 184). Piety 

flows from Baptism, not a decision to follow Christ. How does Baptism connect to daily 

life? 

6. Of the three theological truths on page 187, which one stands out to you? Why? 
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CHAPTER NINE 

WRESTLING WITH GOD: WHY PRAYER IS SUFFERING  
1. The command of prayer is an invitation. How is this comforting? 

2. The promise of prayer includes that He hears and answers! Have you thought that all 

along? 

3. “Jesus teaches us what we really need in this life” (p. 196). What is that? 

4. The words we pray from Scripture have an advantage over our “heartfelt” prayers. 

What? 

5. “Prayer is taught” (p. 199). What have you learned about prayer from this chapter? 

6. “Prayer is warfare” (p. 203). Have you heard the term prayer warrior? How is that 

accurate? 

7. Evangelism and mission are not to be motivated by worry or anxiety. How is “Mission 

Panic” or “Evangelism Crisis” undone by prayer?  
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CHAPTER TEN 

THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT 
1. Why is American Christianity obsessed with the end times?  

2. American Christianity tends to believe in premillennialism, which teaches that Jesus 

will come again to establish His kingdom on earth. How does that reflect in other parts 

of their theology? 

3. Why do dispensationalists make a distinction between Israel and the Church? What 

danger does that pose? 

4. What is the danger of the so-called “consistent, literal hermeneutic” (p. 220)? 

5. Is history about the glory of God or the salvation of mankind? 

6. The author gave five rules for reading the Book of Revelation (pp. 227ff.). Which of the 

rules jumps out at you?  
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

SURPRISED BY THE GOSPEL 
1. “The Gospel is always a surprise” (p. 233). Is that true? Why? 

2. “Sin . . . forgiven . . . for you” (p. 233), “The devil . . . destroyed . . . for you” (p. 235), 

“Death . . . swallowed up . . . for you” (p. 238); how is this Gospel surprising? 

3. Jesus undoes so much with a word (p. 240); how does He have that power? 

4. How is the Lutheran Church an alternative to American Christianity? What can we do 

to proclaim the treasure that is the Gospel? 


