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Chapter 3  

Sl: “How Bad a Boy/Girl are Ya?” 

‘All falls are not the same’ is an excellent image as we begin tonight by diving into the 

Doctrine of Original Sin.  

Every theology has a theology of the fall. Most of the words to describe those theologies 

are daunting, dusty, medieval sounding.  

Sl: Does theology matter? Does doctrine matter?  

 Importance of sound teaching of doctrine. Religion is not a matter of opinion and relative 

and or subjective truths. God has revealed His truth in Scriptures. The Scriptures define for us 

what we believe, teach and confess.  

Video: “Why argue about Doctrine when people don’t know Christ?” 

 Theology – study of God, study of Scripture matters because The Scriptures are the 

highest authority and norm for Christian Doctrine and daily Christian living. The Scriptures teach 

us the character of God, Who God is and what God has done, as God has revealed Himself to 

us.  

Sl: “Every false doctrine strikes at Christ.” – M. Luther 

 The word ‘beware’ is only used to warn of false doctrine, false teaching. Consider Paul’s 

warning to young Timothy. Theology, sound teaching matters because it is ultimately a salvation 

issue.  

 Almost all of the New Testament letters were written to address False Doctrine. In the 

Old Testament we see false doctrine creeping into the church and God sends His prophets and 

teachers to draw people back to His word and His will.  

 False doctrine comes from outside and inside of the Church.  

The Scriptures teach us who God has revealed Himself to be and it also teaches human beings 

who we are according to God’s Word, and what our true condition is, and a critical question we 

bring to the Word of God is - do we have freedom?  

 A key doctrine of the Church is Original Sin. But what does that mean?   

Sl: Ephesians 2:1-3 

Sl: “The Bible’s teaching of original sin is the preface to the Gospel. If we are not the 

“children of wrath”, then the wrath of God poured out on Jesus is ridiculous. If we are not “dead 

in trespasses and sins,” then the death of God for us is nonsense.” Pg. 58 



 There is a distinct difference between understanding ‘The Fall’ in the Garden of Eden as 

having ‘severely wounded’ man verses having ‘killed’ man. 

Wolfmueller makes a very strong almost offensive statement on pg. 58 when he says,  

Sl: “American Christianity softens the Bible’s teaching on sin.”  

 Let’s look: 

 N. American Christianity teaches that the fall made us sick and weak, but not dead 

spiritually, not totally depraved. There is still some small spark of the original ‘good’, some small 

strength and power left in us after the fall, so that we can cooperate in the work of salvation. 

N. American Christianity teaches that our free will to obey God (which Adam and Eve 

possessed before the fall) was not destroyed in the fall. All theological tenets in NA Christianity 

require that some manner of goodness be preserved in us after the fall.  

 Consider: 

Sl: Revivalism – necessitates that the unbeliever makes a decision for Christ. 

Sl: Pietism – assumes our ability to accomplish good works since our comfort is found in our 

good works.  

Sl: Mysticism assumes I can stand face to face with God, so something in me must be good 

or holy so I can withstand the very presence of God.  

 One of the worst sentences in the Bible is Genesis 3:8 

Sl: “And they (Adam and Eve) heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God …” 

There was a change. This is not how it should be, to hide from God with whom they had 

walked in the Garden.  

Adam and Eve were ‘naked, ashamed, and doomed, and we are doomed with them” pg 

59. 

On the day that they chose to eat the forbidden fruit they died. They listened to a voice 

not the voice of their Creator. They doubted God’s Word, that they would surely die, and 

they disobeyed, they ate, and they died. Death entered a world where there was no 

death.  

This is Original Sin. We inherit their fall.  

Sl: “Original sin does not refer to the origin of sin but to the guilt of Adam’s sin imputed to his 

offspring… to the corruption of man’s nature .. that inheres in the human will and inclinations.” 

(FC SD 1 5) 

 Turn to page 60.  

 Adam and Eve were created in the image and likeness of God. Seth was created in the 

image and likeness of Adam. The image and likeness of God had been lost.  

Sl: “In sin did my mother conceived me” Psalm 51:5 (King David) 

Sl: “In Adam all die” 1 Corinthians 15:22 



 We inherit Adam’s sin, and Adam’s death. This inherited death is more than just physical 

death it is spiritual death. We are guilty and condemned before we ever manage to commit a 

sin.  

Sl: “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and 

so death spread to all men, because all sinned …” Romans 5:12 

 Most theologies, including many in N. American Christianity, teach that we become 

sinners when we sin. Sinful actions come first, and when we sin, we become sinners. Consider 

the teaching of the ‘age of innocence … age of accountability’ for children.  

 Tell me that you have not seen sinful behaviour in a toddler, or even an infant. What are 

the infant’s key desires? Milk, dry diaper, be held, all reasonable for an infant but also 

completely self-serving.  

 The Scriptures teach the opposite. Our sinful nature comes first and then the fruit of 

actual sins.  

Sl: We sin because we are sinners.  

 We do not come with an exhaustive list of sins to confession, although we may name 

particular sins as we confess, but we come acknowledging that we are sinful, a sinner. By 

nature, sinful and unclean before our holy God. Listing our sins leads to a whole different can of 

worms. Consider the practice of the confessional in the R.C. church and making ‘penance’ for 

each sin. (Works theology, co-operative effort in our salvation.) 

Sl: “by nature, children of wrath.” This has profound implications … the root of our trouble is 

our sinful heart.” (pg 61) 

 Stop and think. If it was just our sinful actions that got us in trouble in the first place, then 

surely our good works could get us out of trouble. There is a way for us to help, co-operate in 

our salvation.  

 But if we were conceived in sin, deserving wrath from the first moment of existence (in 

the womb) then it is completely impossible to save ourselves, even to co-operate in our 

salvation. What can a dead person do to make themselves alive? Nothing. We need a Saviour.  

This is the purpose of the Law. To show us our sin in such a way that we have no hope without 

a Saviour.  

Sl: Three functions of the Law: curb, mirror and guide. 

 We have talked about these quite a bit already in this study. But which of these is most 

compelling to you?  

 The curb keeps society in order. It is how we can live in community with each other. What 

happens when the curb is ineffective? Chaos and anarchy, both which display our fallen nature 

well.  

 The mirror accuses us. People do not like “Confession of Sin” in worship because it puts 

them in front of the mirror of God’s Law. The mirror is the chief and most important function of 

the Law because it condemns us. It does not allow us to rationalize away our sins.  

 Not as bad as my neighbour. There were reasons for my behaviour. It is someone else’s 

fault. I was born this way. My childhood was a nightmare.  



 The mirror shows us the truth. I am a poor, miserable sinner. My nature is corrupt and my 

heart is wicked. Out of the heart come all sorts of evils. Do not follow your heart, follow God’s 

Word.  

Sl: “The problem is not the mirror. The problem is the face. This is what the perfect Law of 

God does … shines the light of God’s holiness on our sin.  

 Jeremiah called the law the hammer of God which smashes us to pieces. The cross and 

suffering of Jesus are the most severe preaching of the Law. He was forsaken in our place. This 

is the cost of our sin. Sin is repulsive and offensive to our Holy God and so the pain, shame and 

darkness that separates us from God is borne by Christ who became sin for us. Look to Christ 

on the cross to truly see what sin looks like.  

 Excellent read is “The Hammer of God” by Bo Giertz. Swedish Lutheran Pietism and 

God’s grace.  

The third use of the law is the guide or map which gives shape to our Christian love and our 

service to our neighbour. We are set free from the need to self-justify, we are made right with 

God in Christ which sets us free to serve, love, risk, suffer and die for our neighbours. Wow! 

Sl: “One of the marks of the fall is that we think we are good.” (pg. 64) 

Sl: “This hereditary sin is such a deep corruption of nature that no reason can understand it. 

Rather, it must be believed by the revelation of Scripture.” (SA III I 3) 

 So corrupt is our nature that we cannot even believe it except that the Holy Spirit reveal it 

to us through the Word.  

Sl: Your Will in Chains pg. 66 

 How often have you heard or said, “But we have free will” or “Good thing we have free 

will”. What did you mean by those words? Were you speaking of “things above” or “things 

below”? What does God’s Word say about our will?  

Video:  “Do we Have Free Will?” Dr. Jordan B. Cooper 

 Break 

 Question – How old were you when you really distinguished between your ‘sinful nature’ 

and ‘sinful actions, choices, thoughts’?  

 

Free Will has been debated through the ages. It was a ‘hot ticket’ in the Reformation.  

Have you ever heard of Desiderus Erasmus? He was a semi-pelagian who lived at the same 

time as Luther. What is a semi-pelagian? What is a pelagian?  

Pelagianism was a heresy that dated from the fourth century and a heretic named Pelagius who 

taught that we could be saved through our works.  

Augustine taught that our salvation was by God’s grace. 

Sl: Meet Desiderus Erasmus: 

Roman Catholic Apologist, Augustinian Monk, and a Humanist, Semi-Pelagian. 



Did not like doctrine or worship, preferred philosophy. Adopted a philosophy of Jesus Christ as 

the best way to live. He desired to be a skeptic, but the Church did not have ‘skeptics’.  

Erasmus spoke out soundly against moral corruption in the Church but did not want to battle 

over Doctrine/teaching.  

He struggled with the question of, ‘is man able in his fallen state free and able to do good?’ He 

knew we were not saved by our good works. But he leaned heavily on human reason and was 

‘man-centered’ and philosophical in his thinking. He proposed a middle ground between ‘saved 

by works’ and ‘saved by grace’ – ‘salvation by merit and grace.’ Merit being man’s desire to be 

saved. 

Sl: The Diatribe on Free Will on September 1, 1524 by Erasmus 

Sl: ‘By free choice in this place we mean the power of the human will by which man can 

apply himself to the things which lead to eternal salvation or turn away from it.’ 

The Holy Spirit was not the relevant agent in this process but rather the reasoning of man. – 

Erasmus 

Some of Scripture is clear and some is not, everyday life is clear but the doctrines of God and 

how He works in our lives is not always clear. – Erasmus 

Erasmus insisted by human reason that following the fall, though man was sorely wounded, a 

good still existed that enables man to merit salvation, not by good works but by co-operative 

effort. That man has a will ready for salvation but unable without God’s gracious first move.  

Luther responded to Erasmus’ Diatribe by writing “The Bondage of the Will”.  

Luther affirmed that the Holy Spirit is not a ‘skeptic’. 

Sl: Human reason cannot understand the Word of God and it is the Holy Spirit that helps us 

to understand the doctrines of Christ, the Word of God.  – Luther 

Nothing would be clear without the internal illumination of the Holy Spirit. But the external 

proclamation is clear, and the Holy Spirit takes the Word and provides understanding.  

Luther accused Erasmus of having thoughts of God that were too human. 

Luther maintained the full Augustinian position and thought.  

Sl: The Synergist/Monogerist Controversy  

SL Synergism:  Syn – ‘together with/at the same time’ 

  Ergos – ‘work’ 

Erasmus reasoned that man was not born spiritually dead but rather ‘deeply wounded’. An 

extremely sick man can still do something to work towards health.  

Erasmus taught the autonomy of man, that God offers salvation and man chooses to accept or 

reject. God then rewards his choice to accept with salvation. In Christ’s death is only a 

possibility of salvation not a vicarious and efficacious accomplishment of salvation.  

 Divine/human co-operation to bring about salvation. God does His part and man does his 

part. (Semi-pelagianism) Man gets some of the credit despite God being the primary agent. 



Erasmus laid the basis for modern decisionism used in mass evangelism. God’s purpose is 

dependent upon man’s free will. God’s decrees must turn according to man’s decisions.  

Sl: Luther saw this as “Works based Salvation dressed up in evening clothes”. 

Sl: Monergism: Mono – ‘one;alone’ 

Luther refuted Erasmus by maintaining the teaching of ‘Monogerism’. Man is totally depraved 

and dead in sin following the fall. Luther said it was ‘intolerable’ to say otherwise. It is the work 

of God alone to make alive/regenerate the man who is ‘dead’ in trespasses and sin, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

Augustinian thought (which informed the Church for many years) understood Original Sin to 

mean that man was born spiritually dead in sin. A dead man can do nothing to make himself 

alive.  

Luther thanked Erasmus for his work because it strengthened Luther’s assurance in what the 

Scripture teaches on Justification. The Hinge on which Justification rests is that it is not ‘sola 

fide’, faith alone but rather by ‘sola gratia’ (grace alone) through ‘sola fide’ faith alone, and that 

this faith is the gift of God so no man may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) and it is in the Sola Scriptura 

where we learn and can know this truth. 

Sl: “The Holy Spirit is no skeptic – what He writes on our hearts are assertions.” - Luther 

Sl: Third Article of the Apostle’s Creed, meaning from Luther’s Small Catechism.  

 Read the meaning found on pg. 147 

Yet the teaching of spiritual “Free Will” is insidious in it’s presence as a commonly held teaching 

in North American Christianity and has seeped into many Lutheran Churches as well.  

Cooperative grace is what makes man’s salvation effective is widely taught today. 3 steps, 1. 

God arouses. 2. God promotes. 3. I complete by deciding, accepting, making Jesus Lord of my 

life.  

Still a hot ticket item today the controversy rages on about the question, “Can  

Video: “Can you make a decision for Christ?” A Bible Study. 

Christ has made a decision for us, thanks be to God. Amen. 


