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God Speaks: Chapter 2 

Sl: Hebrews 13:8 

We are dubious. Jesus is sure. “Jesus lives the victory’s won!” An Easter Hymn, ends 

with the line, “Jesus is my Confidence”. LBW #  

Sl: Genesis 1:3 

 God is not mute. God speaks. 

Sl: “I’m spiritual, not religious.”  

An anti-creed of north American culture. A universal doctrine. (We all have beliefs and 

systems of belief.) 

To be spiritual without religion is to have a god that does not talk. In fact most often it is to 

have a god who says whatever you decide. The mute god is nice, tells me what I want to 

hear, makes no judgements, has no opinions, never interrupts my plans or thwarts my 

desires with its commands. 

The mute god’s main concern is my happiness! This is a god people can live with.  

But as soon as God speaks there is truth. God’s truth. There is doctrine, there will be 

creeds, and in our sinful humanity there will be division. 

Sl: “Spirituality without religion tries to free us from the Law … in the end it only mutes the 

Gospel.” (Pg. 39 HACF) 

Christians have a God who speaks. And in speaking gives us truth and life. The only way 

to God is Jesus. How do we know? God SAID so.  

Sl: John 14:6 

 God speaks and life happens … Consider what Jesus shares with His disciples when he 

says,  

Sl: John 10:27 (pic of sheep and a shepherd please) 

 We hear with our ears. We hear the spoken external Word of God, given to us by God so 

that all may know the Love and Forgiveness of God in Christ. This Word is “extra nos”. 

Outside of us. Does not depend on us. Scripture is the Word of God for us!  

 The Holy Bible. 66 books, 39 OT and 27 NT, 44 writers, ONE author. 
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 God’s Word is a living document. The Holy Spirit works through it to create and sustain 

faith. The truth of God’s Word transcends history, culture, customs, languages, and 

timeline. It transcends human agenda.  

There are two basic mistakes people often make when they study or share God’s Word,  

 They inject their own views or emotions into and onto Scripture. They take a verse, word, 

or passage out of context.  

God’s Word stands alone. God’s word accomplishes God’s will and it never returns void – God 

promised. There is wonder working power in the Word of God.  

Sl: Hebrews 4:12 

Sl: Sola Scriptura – a Lutheran Hallmark  

 What this means is that it is the highest authority and norm for Christian doctrine & living. 

Nothing trumps Scripture hence Scripture alone! 

 No experience, reason, tradition, culture, psychology, philosophy trumps Scripture. So if 

any of the above contradict Scripture then Scripture and a plain reading of it is the 

authority. Read in context, read as a whole narrative, read for what it simply says. Study 

makes use of the original languages as they give fuller detail and intent.  

 There can be authority in traditions of the Christian Church historic if they hold up to 

Scripture. 

 Herman Hesse, a Lutheran theologian wrote, “Lutheranism is the lampstand on which the 

Lamp (light) of the Gospel is placed. If it is no longer that – then get rid of it.” We must 

take God’s Word seriously, at it’s Word and wrestle from there. Hard stuff.  

Sl: Pic of Bible open 

 American Christianity recognizes Scripture as the Word of God but Wolfmueller from his 

life experience in evangelical tradition contends, it fails to recognize the power and 

authority of God’s Word.  

Sl: In American Christianity, God’s Word teaches and informs, but it does not enliven or 

forgive.” (pg. 39 HACF)  

 God-breathed by Josh McDowell (Evangelical specializes in cultural trends)  

 Some excellent work on the “Reliability of Scripture”, historical, archealogical, etc. 

Remember the need to ‘prove’ which came out of the age of reason, etc.  

 Stood out for me was the “jot and tittle”. (pg. 131 of God-breathed) 

Sl: Matthew 5:18 NKJV 

 Studies like this can increase our ability to stand against all of the criticism, doubt and 

even outright hatred that we, as believers, will encounter as we seek to live according to 

the authority of God’s Word. But we will never be able to prove or make the ‘case’ for an 

unbeliever. Only the work of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel Word can do that. And 

there is comfort in knowing this. 
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Sl: “Inspired”. “Inerrant”. “Infallible”. 

 North American upholds these three attributes of God’s Word. They have boldly fought 

the “Battle for the Bible” throughout the 20th century. We owe thanks for that. The 

Lutheran confessions also uphold these attributes. 

Sl: “Higher Criticism” Enter DOUBT and Confusion.  

Liberal, mainline denominations have been waylaid by “higher criticism” of Scripture. (Placing 

something above the Word of God – enthusiasm) Using the ‘historical critical’ method of 

studying Scripture has led us away from what the Word plainly says and made 

allowances for other authorities to have equal say. Evangelicals have fought this but it is 

creeping into their churches and making headway as demands for ‘cultural 

accomodations’ get louder especially among the millennials and Gen. z’s  

 Higher criticism says the scriptures are of human origin or at least the result of a 

cooperation between God and humanity. It says there is error in them. It looks for political 

motives and human agenda and determines what God might have been saying. Sound 

familiar? Enter  

 The split that Trinity along with the ELCIC and other denominations, ended up having 

was NOT over an issue of sexuality but rather an issue of Sola Scriptura. What did the 

Word of God tell us about human sexuality?  

 It is the difference between saying, The Bible is the Word of God. Or saying, The Bible 
contains the Word of God. Then we must figure out what in the Bible is authoritative and what is 
not and we do not come up short on an endless list of interpretations. We must decide which 
parts of the Bible are true and which are not. The goal of theology has changed. 

 Thomas Jefferson removed all the miracles of Jesus because they could not be true. Cut 

them out of the Bible. 

Sl: “Inspired”. “Inerrant”. “Infallible”. 

Sl: Inspired: ‘breathed by God’. 

 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 Scripture comes from the mouth of God. (Matthew 4:4) This is GOD speaking and we are 

to listen, to hear, The Word is the only rule and norm for teaching and life. The Bible is 

“built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets” Ephesians 2:20 

Sl: Inerrant: ‘without error’. The standard of truth. It is a theology book and a history book.  

Sl: Infallible: ‘unable to err’. Infallibility refers to the author, writer of Scripture – God.  

 Hebrews 6:18 

 N. American Christianity confesses the foundational truthfulness of the Scriptures. So 

does our Lutheran confessions and theology. It is a place where we find some common 

ground. The Christian Church rejoices in the truth of God’s Word and should confess it 

with tenacity. But does Scripture have more attributes that N. American Christianity 

misses? Yes  … 
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Sl: The Scriptures are also CLEAR, SUFFICIENT & EFFICACIOUS 

 Clarity vs. confusion. We do not need anything alongside God’s Word. It is clear. The 

R.C. Church insists on the papacy, the magisterium of the Church under the Pope, the 

role of tradition as equal to Scripture.  

Sl: “Whenever you have “Scripture and …”, the thing that matters is whatever comes after 

the ‘and.’  

 The Lutheran Confessions are what is believed because it is what scripture teaches. 

They are binding on Lutheran Pastors and Congregations because they agree with 

scripture. They are not placed above scripture. 

 N. American Christianity and this seeps into every study in every church becomes 

confused when studies are centered on the question, “What does this mean to you?” 

rather than “what does this mean?”. The opinions of all are thrown about and given 

authority. Where there is not clear credal statements many open questions arise …  

Sl: The Scriptures are Sufficient. 

 The Bible is enough. Everything needed for life and salvation is there.  

 Again, when we look at N. American churches of every ilk we see the temptation to add, 

expand, grow our doctrines, look for a new work, a new word, a new revelation. Watch 

words to listen for. 

Sl: The Scriptures are Efficacious. 

 Such a cool word isn’t it? I love it, but what does it mean?  

SL: The efficacy of Scripture means that it is united with the power of the Holy 

Spirit and with it, not only demands, but also creates the acceptance of its 

teaching and that this teaching produces faith and obedience. 

This is the most important aspect of the attributes of Scripture, and it is lost in American 

Christianity.  

 There are no IF’s in Efficacious – it is! There is power in the Word of God, power that 

exists without us, outside of us and often, thank God in spite of us~! 

 N. A. Christianity sees salvation as a potential, follow the instructions and be SAVED. 

God has wrought salvation in Christ – it is finished. God gives faith to believe that through 

the power of His Word. 

Sl: “God’s Word creates, declares, makes things happen.” (pg. 46) 

 Romans 1:16; Romans 10:17; 2 Corinthians 4:6; John 11:43 …. Read verses on page 

47-48. 

Sl: “The efficacy of the Scriptures is the Teaching that God’s Word has Power and 

Authority.” (HACF pg. 47) 

 Foundational teaching. 



5 
 

Sl: B.I.B.L.E. (from last week) 

 God’s Word is not an instruction manual. Horrible, don’t ever say it! Takes you right back 

to the pendulum of Pride and Despair.  

 The Scriptures bring us to the end of ourselves and there is JESUS! Aroma of the 

Gospel, comfort and assurance.  

 American Christianity fails to teach the centrality of the Gospel.  

 Character of God – attributes of who God is and what God does.  

Sl: Our doctrine is our salvation.  

(pg 51) Doctrine answers the question Jesus asked, “Who do people say that the Son of 

Man is?” and “Who do you say that I am?” Jesus prays, “This is eternal life, that they 

know You the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” (John 17:3) 

 Sounds crazy to our 21st century ears that have heard a lot of confusion but it is 

the clear word of Scripture. Consider what Paul tells Timothy (1 Tim. 4:16) pg. 51   

The Scriptures warn us constantly about false teaching. The word ‘beware’ is used only 

in regard to false doctrine, false teaching about God.  

We read the Scriptures asking, “What does this teach me about God?”  

 Book from Confirmation study. If I know Who God says He is then I can trust Him to be 

Who He says He is and I can trust that I am who He calls me – beloved, precious, 

redeemed, washed in the blood of the lamb daughter or son in the household of God. 

Amen.  

Sl: God’s Word is also AWESOME! 

CLIP: “God’s Word is Awesome” (Start at 31:52 and end at 39:13) 

 The Bible is ours so that we might have hope, comfort, peace, so that we have JESUS!  

 The Scriptures are all about Jesus and what He brings us – the Scriptures then forgive. 

The Scriptures absolve. The Scriptures give hope and comfort. How? With the Assurance 

that Christ died and is risen for our salvation.  

Sl: The Bible is a Promise Book, not an instructional book. The Bible delivers to us the 

absolute certainty of God’s grace and mercy, of His love and our salvation through Christ.  

 

 

 


