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"American Christianity teaches the centrality of the individual, my will, my 
experiences, my decision, my heart, my work and dedication, Yet we couldn’t be 
more unaware that Christ and His saving and comforting work are being lost." 
—Dr. Gene Edward Veith, Provost and Professor of Literature, Patrick Henry College 

Video: The Unique Comfort of Lutheran Theology/A Conversation with Adam & Bethany Dirks, 

Part 2 

Sl: “Where’s the Beef?” (hamburger) 

Sl: “Where’s the Comfort?” (pic of Jesus) 

Sl: 1 John 3:20 

It is critical that we never forget that it is God who converts people. The Holy 

Spirit works through the Word of God to create and sustain faith in us. This 

is extraordinary Good News because then it does not depend on me, on us. 

Faith is not dependent on the state of my emotions/heart/etc. This truth 

brings comfort and assurance to the troubled soul, the beaten down, the 

weary, the depressed, etc. This truth brings comfort to ME. My faith, and my 

salvation depends on God not on me.  

Sl: “In (North) American Christianity, the Spiritual life is on the inside.” Pg. 118 

Salvation happens in one’s heart. The Lord moves us, touches us, talks to 

us in our hearts. Internal. Individual. Hence we see revivalism, pietism, 

mysticism and enthusiasm. Whole mega-church networks like HillSong/Mars 

Hill/ are built on these principles. 

We decide for Christ in our hearts. We invite Jesus to live in our heart. To be 

Lord of our life. We give our heart to Jesus. Salvation, Gospel activity all 

happens on the inside. We point to our ‘conversion experience’. The 

‘worship’ style affirms feelings, emotions, experiences. The theology affirms 

personal revelations, etc.  

Sl: “The locus of God’s action is on the inside.” 

If God’s action is located in the heart, then what is outside of the heart, the 

external becomes a work. It then follows that water, bread, wine, are external, 

something we do so they must be works. Scripture is clear that we are not saved 



by works but by grace through faith in Christ alone. Herein lies the place where 

confusion begins and comfort ebbs.  

Sl: “Does the Bible train us to hunt for the Spirit with our feelings?” (HACF pg. 

121) 

Sl: Let’s read the interplay between Jesus and Nicodemus found in John 3:1-17 

 Note that Jesus speaks to the ‘hearing of the wind’ not feeling or seeing it. 

How do we know if the Holy Spirit is at work? You hear His sound. The Holy 

Spirit talks to us through God’s Word. The Holy Spirit works through words. 

We hear the Holy Spirit when the Scriptures are read and preached. How do 

we find the Holy Spirit? We listen. We listen for the Gospel message of 

Christ. We listen for the preaching of the Law and the Gospel. We listen for 

the comfort of the words, ‘given and shed for you’. God’s promises come to 

us by the power of His Word connected to the means God chooses. 

Sl: John 6:63  

Sl: “The distinction between external works and internal blessings is 

fundamental in (N) American Christianity.”   

 “Stuff can’t save you”. Yet in the Bible stuff is always saving us. 

 Ie: Bronze serpent on a stick in the desert. The Tabernacle complete with 

the Ark of the Covenant, a real altar, real animals, real sacrifice and real 

blood – The Lord delivered His mercy and forgiveness through these things 

to His Old Testament people.  

 We need to be very careful that we do not rely on human reason or what 

‘makes sense’ when we are talking about God.  

 (youtube link to Flame) 

 God chose to save humankind, rescue us through ‘stuff’, that stuff was the 

physical, real, flesh and blood of Jesus.  

Sl: Hebrews 2:14-15 & Hebrews 10:10 

That God chooses how He delivers His gifts of mercy, salvation and life to 

His people has huge theological implications. It changes the ‘comfort and 

assurance’ that is ours in God’s gifts to us.  

Sl: “Extra Nos” 



Outside of us, external action of God. God converts our will. Jesus comes to 

us with forgiveness and strength, with life. Which begs the huge question of 

‘How?’ 

The answer is simple and has been given to us by God. God brings His 

forgiveness, grace, salvation to us through the ‘means of Grace’. The Word 

and the Sacraments. The kingdom of God comes by God’s promise and 

faith (and even that faith is a gift from God lest we boast). God puts His 

assurance in these means so that they do not depend on our works, our 

emotions, ourselves. They are His gifts and God is an abundant and 

prodigal Giver. 

N.American Christianity has God’s Word although they deny it’s ‘efficacy’ (power 

to create and sustain faith). N. American Christiantiy does not have  Sacraments. 

They have Ordinances which are not the same thing by another word but radically 

different. 

Sl: Ordinances are not a means of salvation. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

are ‘signs’ which point us to the reality of Jesus’ saving work in His death 

and resurrection.   

They do not save those who participate.  It is believed that when these are 

celebrated by the Church in genuine faith, the ordinances confirm and nourish the 

believer. Only believers should participate in the Ordinances.  

 Ordinance of Baptism: Baptism is a believer’s profession. Baptism is a public 

declaration of the believer’s commitment to Christ. Generally, this leads to 

‘Believer Baptism’ in practice.  

 Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper: The Lord’s supper is a remembrance of 

Christ’s death, practiced in the fellowship of the Body. It does not give forgiveness 

of sins. Jesus is not present in any physical sense. It is symbolic only.   

Sl: Lutheran Definition of a Sacrament:  

• is something Jesus commanded us to do; instituted by Christ; 

• uses a physical element—something we can see, touch and sometimes 

taste; and  

• is connected with God’s promise, the word of God, which gives faith, 

forgiveness of sins, and strength to live as God’s child. 

Baptism is an Apex theology. (Apex predator is at the top of the food chain) 

It is very helpful to work with three headings as we look at the Sacraments. 



1. What is it? 

2. What are its benefits? 

3. Who is to receive it? 

Consider the questions, “What are we seeking?” “Why have we come?” when 

thinking about Baptism and Holy Communion 

Sl: Christ won forgiveness of sins on the cross. How is that forgiveness ‘given’, 

‘transmitted’, ‘delivered’ to us? 

Overwhelming testimony of the Scriptures is that Baptism is Gospel: the gift of 

God for the salvation of sinners. (HACF pg. 130ff) 

Video: “What’s the big deal about Baptism?”  

Sl: Ephesians 5:25-27 

 Christ cleanses His Church through the washing of Water and the Word. 

Baptism is not our action, our doing. Rather Baptism is Christ’s doing. He 

purifies us, forgives us, cleanses us, creates a ‘newness’, gives us the gift of 

His own Holy Spirit.  

What about the babies? Can babies have faith? Scripture says a resounding YES! 

Sl: Infants are baptized, first, because Jesus commands us to baptize the 

nations. Second because of His promise that this gift is for our children.  

Video: Is infant baptism biblical? 

 Sl: “Baptism is God’s gift to us! God delivers His promised forgiveness … by the 

death and resurrection of Jesus, and by His institution Baptism saves.” 

(HACF pg. 133) 

Another Apex theology is that of The Lord’s Supper/Holy Communion. 

 Turn with me to page 133 and let’s have a look.  

Video: The Lord’s Supper Roman Catholic vs. Lutheran (Wolfmueller) 

 Start at 0:00 and stop at 2:04  

 Recap: Transubstantiation/Consubstantiation/Symbolic/Mystery 

Lutheran Understanding: 

Sl: Is is Is? Is is Is!  

(Body and blood of Christ in, with and under the forms of bread and wine given for 

YOU for the forgiveness of sins) 



Video: The Lord’s Supper Roman Catholic vs. Lutheran (Wolfmueller) 

 Start at 15:00 and stop at 16:15 

Sl: “The Lord’s gifts are objective … external gifts and promises… “Your sins 

are forgiven.” This certainty is our confidence and the foundation of our 

faith.” 


