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“What does it mean to love?” 

“If I give away all I have, and 

if I deliver up my body to be 

burned, but have not love, I 

gain nothing.”   - 

 1 Corinthians 13:3 

Dear family of faith, 

In this month of hearts, of 

sweethearts, of all things 

pink, purple and red, I invite 

you to join me in prayerful 

pondering on what it means to 

love?  In our current society 

one loves for as long as they 

feel like it; or for as long as it 

is working for them; or 

because they get something 

out of it that makes their life 

better; or ____________ you 

fill in the blank.  If any of 

these things stop, then it is 

permissible, even 

commendable, to simply walk 

away and look for love 

somewhere else.  No matter 

the fall-out.  I do not say this 

as judgement of this attitude 

(although I have many 

thoughts about it) but simply 

as a statement of fact.  In the 

21st century love is almost 

solely based on our feelings 

and on what we ‘get’ out of it.  

Our God however does not 

define love this way.  “God is 

Love” we are told in 1 John.  

And how has God shown us 

what Love is?  And what has 

Jesus told us about the cost of 

loving and of following 

where He leads? 

The Bible tells us over and 

over what it means for Jesus’ 

followers to love but we may 

not like God’s answer.  God 

showed His love in this way, 

“God gave His only begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, to die for 

the sins of the world”. (John 

3:16) So far so good. Why? 

Because it has not cost us 

anything.  God has shown us 

love by giving what He loves 

most – His Son.  Jesus has 

shown love by sacrificing His 

own life for whom He loves 

most – sinners, you, and me.  

So far, so good.  But the Word 

of God goes on to make clear 

for us that we are called to 

love God and to love others as 

we respond to this 

phenomenal gift of God’s 

grace to us!  “If any come 

after me, let them deny 

themselves, pick up their 

cross and follow me.” 

(Matthew 16:24) Just a 

minute – a cross involves 

something called suffering.  

Now hold on is God really 

asking me to suffer? And 

what does suffering have to 

do with loving?  

Consider this image 

shared by a Christian 

pastor, “In the Ironman 

Triathalon, participants 

swim 2.4 miles, bike 112 

miles, and run 26.2 miles! 

If I asked you to watch it 

with me, many of you 

would consider it.  If I 

asked you to compete in it 

with me, that number 

would drop 

considerably.”  Why? 

Because to watch another 

do it costs me nothing, but 

to do it myself, well now 

that is another story 

entirely!  To love others 

and to love God is like that 

and on our own we simply 

cannot do it!   

Jesus was clear that to love 

people will involve 

suffering. Consider the 

last 24 hours of his life. 

Jesus endured not just 

death for sinners but also 

pain, humiliation, 

indifference, mocking, 

rejection, betrayal and the 

denial of those He loved 

dearly. Jesus bore it all out 

of love.  Why?  Because 

God is love.   

A parent has some sense of 

what this unconditional, 

self-sacrificing love is 

like.  A spouse too 

perhaps. But suffering is 

not in vogue in our world 
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and models of this kind of 

love can be in short 

supply, even in marriages 

and families.  I think of my 

social media feed and how 

often I see posts that insist 

it is perfectly acceptable, 

even admirable, to cut 

loose people who make 

your life harder. We long 

for uncomplicated 

positivity in our current 

world.  Yet God showed 

us what love is – “to lay 

down one’s life for 

another.” We are called to 

love people and to share 

with people, all people - 

even our enemies, the love 

we have first received 

from Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  “We love because 

He (God) first loved us.” 

(1 John 4:19)  

 

How hard is it to love 

people and to suffer for 

Jesus?  Impossibly hard 

and without the gift of the 

Holy Spirit we could not.  

This is the work of the 

‘Holying’ Spirit, of 

sanctification, the process 

of daily dying to sin and 

rising to life to grow in 

God’s redeeming grace, so 

that we can seek to love 

people as we endure 

suffering for Jesus’ sake. 

Jesus was upfront with his 

disciples and nothing has 

changed; those who trust 

and follow will be 

persecuted, maligned, 

misjudged, rejected, lied 

about, denied, even hated.  

“A servant is not greater 

than the master, if they 

persecuted me, they will 

  
 

 
 

 

This six-week Bible study examines the most 
profound event of salvation history, the 
crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ, by exploring 
from a biblical perspective what is known as the 
doctrine of the Atonement. Written by the Rev. 
Steven King, this study looks at the promise of 
the cross from several different angles, seeking to 
better understand what Christ has done for us in 
pursuit of answering the central question: “Why 
did Jesus have to die?”   
 
Dates: Mondays: February 22, March 1, March 
8, March 15, March 22, and March 29 

 
Time: 5pm mountain 

 
To join contact alittle@solapublishing.com or the office 

_________________________________________- 
 

 

World Day of Prayer 

March 5th at 2:00pm 
 

  Watch the Connections and website 

also persecute you.” (John 

15:20)” In fact this will 

happen to us when we are 

seeking to do good. “But if 

when you do good and 

suffer for it you endure; this 

is a gracious thing in the 

sight of God.” (1 Peter 

2:19) 

 

We are not called to be 

masochists. We are not 

called to stay in unsafe or 

deeply unhealthy places, 

but we are called to love, to 

forgive and to suffer for 

Christ. This is what 

separates Christians from 

the rest of the world – no 

one else is told to love their 

enemies and pray for those 

who persecute them.  This 

is world changing stuff! 

This is love! Each new day 

I invite you to pray for 

power from on high, 

through the gift of the Holy 

Spirit working change 

through God’s word so that 

the world may continue to 

be drawn to know Christ!   

 

Happy Valentine’s Day, 

your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Maggie 

 

 

mailto:alittle@solapublishing.com
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      Trinity’s Annual Meeting  

        will be held 

     Sunday, February 7th after Worship 
      

       All members are welcome to attend. If you  

       are not able to attend in person there will be 

        a zoom option. 

 
 

Go to www.brookstrinity.ca and go to upcoming events 

 to register to attend online or in person. 
 

 The Annual Report is finished and are available at the  

 Church during office hours. A digital copy is available 

  upon request   
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 

   Interested in becoming a member at Trinity?  
  

   If you are or wonder what it means to become a member  

   please read contact the office. As we are having a class in  

   the new year to answer the question: 
 

"What does it mean to be a Christian who is also Lutheran?".  
 

This class is being run virtually. The next class is Jan 31st @ 2pm. 
 

Please contact the office with any questions 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Trinity Faith Family 
 

As we cannot all be together at this time we have set up  

some trees in the Narthex and are asking you to bring in 

 hearts to hang on them. 

They can be of your own creation of any size and can 

 include verse or a message or not its all up to. Please 

 use your imagination and  
 

 

 

Let’s fill the trees with love! 
 

 

 
 

 

Responding in trust 

and faith please 

remember the 

following ways of 

supporting your 

church. 
 

1. E-Transfer:  

tlcoffering@gmail.c

om (no password 

required) 

2. Auto Debit:  

Contact the church 

office to receive a 

form to fill out. 

3. Snail Mail:  Mail 

your cheque to 811 

Cassils Road W, 

Brooks, AB, T1R 

0E4 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
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World Day of Prayer   

                March 5th @ 2pm 
 

        This years’ service is written by  

        the Vanuatu women. We will be 

        focusing on the bible story in  

        Matthew 7:24-27. 

    

   Watch for more info 

_________________________________________ 

Ladies AGAPE Study 

Wednesdays 

9:30am 

February 3rd we will resume our studies. Come and 

join in study and fellowship. Ladies of all ages are 

welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Deeper Study 

Grade 9 up 

Sundays after Worship 
Senior Youth join us as we continue in studying 

“The Chosen”. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Friday Night Youth 
TLC HANGOUTS 

Grade 6-12 

7:30-9:30pm 

Begins Feb 19th  

We will be meeting at the church as junior and 

senior youth. All AHS guidelines will be followed. 

 

Watch the website and Connections for more 

information. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Wednesdays 4:30-6:00pm 

 

With the Lenten season coming up there will be 

some class changes coming up. Watch for more 

information on this in the coming weeks. 

 

 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

    
 
 

Puzzle Exchange 
Do you enjoy puzzles? 

Are you needing a new one to do? 
 

We are looking to do a puzzle exchange here in the 
library. Here is how it will work when you bring a puzzle in 
it will go behind the counter for three days and then go 
out into the swap pile. So please bring in a puzzle you 
are tired of or want to share and take something new for 
you. 
 

If you are looking to do a puzzle but not able to come in 
call the office and we will get one to you. 
__________________________________________________ 
 

Lenten Midweek Worship 
Wednesdays @ 7pm 

 

During Lent we will be holding hybrid midweek 

worship services. Watch the website and 

Connections  for more info. 
 

Feb 17 Ash Wednesday 

Feb 24, Mar 3, 10, 17, & 24 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

 

The next Trinity Lutheran Church 

Women meeting 
will be on 

February 10th at 1:00 pm 
All ladies are invited to attend. 

 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

  Quilting 
    Tuesdays 

         10:00am – 3:00pm 

   Come and join us as you can.  

    AHS guidelines are being 

followed so please wear a mask and social 

distancing is practiced. 

 

 

Youth Stuff 

Trinity Lutheran Women 
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“I am not commanding 

you, but I want to test the 

sincerity of your love by 

comparing it with the 

earnestness of others.  

For you know the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that you 

through his poverty 

might become rich" (2 

Corinthians 8:8-9). 

 

Without commands or 

even arm-twisting, St. 

Paul encourages, even 

challenges, the Church in 

Corinth to demonstrate 

the sincerity of their faith 

by their generosity in 

giving. He does this 

because giving 

generously is a gift of the 

Spirit given to us through 

the Gospel.  

 

St. Paul wrote: “But just 

as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and 

in your love for us—see 

that you also excel in this 

grace of giving” (2 

Corinthians 8:7). In other 

words, just as we grow in 

faith and speech and 

knowledge of eternal 

things by the Holy Spirit 

through the Word of 

God, so also do we grow 

in giving from the same 

Spirit through the same 

Word.  

 

The problem is that the 

grace of generosity often 

grows cold in us. It’s not 

so much that we stop 

giving, but we don’t put it 

first. We treat it like all 

the other bills that must 

be paid. It becomes a 

chore, just one more 

thing to check off a list of 

things to do. That 

empties it of its spiritual 

power and robs us of the 

joy that Christ and the 

Scriptures assign to it. 

 

On top of that, since this 

generosity is linked to 

faith and knowledge of 

divine things, a lack of 

excelling in giving is sure 

sign that our faith and 

knowledge of God are 

under attack as well.  

 

Thus St. Paul points to 

the foundation of 

generosity: the 

generosity of Christ 

Himself. Even though He 

was rich, He became 

poor so that we who are 

poor might become rich. 

Thus, the incarnation, 

suffering, and death of 

our Lord on the cross is 

the reason, source, and 

driving force for our 

generosity in giving to 

the church. 

 

And since Christ who 

was rich became poor so 

that we might be rich in 

His grace—of which 

generous giving is part—

so we also who are rich in 

His grace can excel in 

pressing His grace into 

service toward the 

gracious work of the 

church.  

 

Pay attention to what you 

give to the church so that 

you may excel at it. And 

if you find that your heart 

has grown cold or 

indifferent toward it, 

immerse yourself in 

God’s Word. Read it at 

home. Attend Bible 

Class. Hear and listen to 

it preached in the Divine 

Service. Be reminded of 

what Christ has done for 

you in His incarnation, 

suffering, and death. For 

this will strengthen your 

faith and knowledge. 

And where that excels, 

so will the grace of 

giving excel also.  
 
From the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod Website 

www.lcms.org 

____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visioning from 

January 12 & 13 
 
Thank you for everyone 

who took part in Trinity’s 

visioning hosted by Pastor 

Eric Hulstrand via zoom.  

We had excellent 

participation and feedback.  

Pastor Eric’s summary 

coming soon.  

  
“From whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by 
every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is 
working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love.” 

Ephesians 4:16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry Newsletter Article 

http://www.lcms.org/
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  Trinity Lutheran 

Church 
 

 

811 Cassils Road W 

Brooks, AB  T1R 0E4 

 

PHONE: 

(403) 362-4259 

 

E-MAIL: 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

 

 

 

Follow us: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church Brooks AB 

 

  trinity_brooks_ab 
 

 
 

 
 

“Serve Christ our Lord by 

welcoming, equipping  

& sending disciples” 
 

 

Trinity Times 
 

The next deadline is  
October 29, 2020. 
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February 22, 2020 

Church Closure - Perspective 
Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the risen 

Lord Jesus Christ. It is with great sadness that I report to 

you that Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Boardman, 

Oregon, voted, on September 20, 2020, at a specially called 

Congregation Meeting, to end their ministry. Although this 

was a difficult decision for the members of the 

congregation to make, it was unanimous and everyone feels 

that the Lord has blessed this decision. 

 The first blessing came when the seminarian, Mike Smith, 

who was serving the parish received a full time call to Short 

Grass Lutheran Church in Buffalo, South Dakota. Pastor 

Mike and his family are very happy in their new call, and 

he is looking forward to his ordination.  

The second blessing came when the local food bank, which 

did not have a home, approached the parish about buying 

the building. Although Good Shepherd has not completely 

moved out, the food bank is already using the building on a 

lease to buy basis while the sale agreement is finalized. 

Everything is proceeding as planned. 

 Since the food bank could not use the church’s “religious 

items”, a third blessing came when the parish began 

donating the items to other congregations. Although many 

items have been given away to different churches, the 

parish still has a pulpit, altar, baptismal font, Pascal Candle 

stand, and some song books to donate. They are free for the 

asking. If you can use any of these items call me at 509-

627-5196.  

Please keep the parish in your prayers as the few remaining 

members work to conclude the affairs of the parish. 
 

 Blessings,  

Rev. Paul Berthelot 

 Pastor Emeritus 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Life Happens!  Are you or is someone you know 

having a tough time?  Struggling with a painful 

transition, grief, illness or other loss?  Jars of Clay 

Caring Ministry is here to help.  You can have a 

‘Caregiver’ to walk with you through your time of 

trouble, someone who will listen without judging and 

who will respect your privacy.   
 

If this sounds like you, please contact Pastor Maggie 

403.362.4259 or Val Deunk at 403.362.3515 for more 

information. 
 

 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
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February 07  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Anya M 
Lector:   Val Deunk 
Storyteller:  Julie M 
Sound:   Steven Trembecki 
Video:   Lauren Trembecki 
Worship Assistant: Rhea Lynne Anderson 
Ushers:  Thian & Rozelle Muller 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:21-31,  
   1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 

February 14  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Jorja H 
Lector:   Mark Altwasser 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Mason Hofer  
Video:   Joey Armstrong 
Worship Assistant: Steven Trembecki 
Ushers:  Colin & Charlene Musgrove 
Scripture Readings:      Exodus 34:29-35, 
    2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6 
 

February 17  7:00 pm  - Ash Wednesday 
Sound:   Doug E 
Video:   Devon F 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:    

Scripture Readings: Joel 2:12-19  
   2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 

February 21  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Grady H 
Lector:   Leona F 
Storyteller:  Brianna N 
Sound:   Erin H 
Video:   Kate E 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Brad & Kristen Niznik  
Scripture Readings: Genesis 22:1-18, 
              James 1:12-18 
 

February 24  7:00 pm  - Midweek Lenten 
Sound:   Doug E 
Video:   Devon F 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:    

Scripture Readings: TBD 

February 28  10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Levi J 
Lector:   Harold S 
Storyteller:  Julie M  
Sound:   Ryan Summach 
Video:   Nolan Trembecki 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Steven & Tricia Trembecki 
Scripture Readings: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  
   Romans 5:1-11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES 

 

 
 
Darren & Felicity Dykstra Feb. 02 
Brian & Debbie Berg  Feb. 28 

 
If you would like to have your anniversary included in the 
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
Judy Zelensky   Feb. 03 
Brian Berg   Feb 03 
Debbie Berg   Feb 09 
Delma Yarrow   Feb. 11 
Mary Tancowny   Feb 18 
Gisela McGregor  Feb. 22 
Penny Sinclair   Feb. 27 
Brian Nichols    Jan 21 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

FEBRUARY SENIORS BIRTHDAYS 
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~ February 2021 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 
 
Office Closed 
 

 
 

2 
 
10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 

 

 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 
 

3 
 
9:30am AGAPE 
resumes 
 
4:30pm Confirmation 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 
 
  

4 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 

8:00 pm AA 

  

5 
Pastor Maggie Day 
Off 

 

6 
 

Pastor Maggie Day Off 
 
 

 

7 
 
10:00 am Worship  

 

11:30am Annual 
Meeting 
 

11:30am Deeper 
 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

8 
 
Office Closed  
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 

9 
 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 
7pm Deacon Meeting 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

10 
 
9:30am AGAPE 
 
1:00pm TLCW 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Board of Ed 
 

7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 

8:00 pm AA  

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
Pastor Maggie Day 
off 
 
 
 
 

 

14 
 
10:00 am Worship  
 

11:30am Deeper 
 

 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

15 

 
Office Closed 
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 

 

16 
 

10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 

 
 

7:00 pm Transition 
Zoom 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

17 
 

9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible Study 
 

4:30pm Confirmation 
 

7:00 pm Alanon 
 

7:00pm Ash Wed. 
Worship 
 

18 
 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA  

19 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30pm TLC 
Hangouts 
 

20 
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 

  

21 
 
10:00 am Worship  
 

11:30am Mission 
Ministry Meeting 
 

11:30am Deeper 
 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

 

22 
 

Office Closed 
 

Pastor Maggie day off 
 

Trinity Times deadline 
 
 
 

23 
 
10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 

 

 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

24 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible Study 
 

6:00pm Confirmation 
7:00pm Midweek 
Worship 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 

 

25 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

26 

 
f 
 
 
7:30pm TLC 
Hangouts 
 
 

27 

 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 
 

28 

 
10:00 am Worship 
 

11:30am Deeper 
 

 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

     OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday            Closed 
Tues - Thurs    9am - 3pm 
Friday              9am- noon 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


