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Dear Family in Christ at 

Trinity, 
 

May the peace of Christ fill 

you will all joy and peace 

in believing, that your lives 

may be lived as witnesses 

to the love of God to his 

creation in all you say and 

do. 
 

Have you ever noticed that 

the month with the fewest 

days (even in Leap Year we 

get shortchanged, as it 

were) often seems to be the 

longest month of the year?  

Maybe it’s because the first 

snows of 

October/November make us 

excited for winter, 

December has Christmas 

with all the extras and 

January means a new year 

with the prospects of new 

beginnings (plus all of them 

with winter and snow 

sports) – for whatever 

reason, all those months 

seem to be bearable, even 

enjoyable.  But by the time 

February rolls around we 

are beginning to have had 

enough of the cold, the 

snow, the miserable driving 

conditions, the darkness, in 

short, all the eventual 

negatives of winter which 

combine to make the month 

seem as though it’s double 

the length of all the others! 
 

From a spiritual perspective 

there is also the reality that 

almost every year Lent starts 

in February (this year, 

ironically and yet in some 

ways prophetically, with Ash 

Wednesday on the 14th).  

The season lends itself 

towards that type of negative 

feeling that can already be 

the gift of February, as it 

focuses us upon the reality of 

our sinfulness, our inability 

to save ourselves from God’s 

wrath and eternal 

punishment and the fact that 

these (and thus we) are the 

reasons for the death of the 

innocent Son of God.  While 

we rejoice in the love of God 

which caused him to send the 

Son to be our Saviour and 

while we live in the 

forgiveness which God 

showers on us for the sake of 

Jesus’ death in our place, the 

journey of Lent is still a call 

to reflection and a challenge 

to walk along the way of 

suffering with our Saviour – 

to face the facts of our 

failures and their 

consequences! 
 

And the consequences are 

real!  We see the brokenness 

of our world in wars and 

rumors of wars, injustice, 

extremes of poverty and 

riches, prejudice against 

ethnic groups and 

countries.  We see it in 

society, with economic 

upturns and downswings 

leading to growth or 

decline, often to the 

extent of financial 

struggle with the loss of 

work and homes and 

security and the resultant 

despair, as well as with an 

overall lack of respect for 

life and others.  We see it 

in our circles of families 

and friends, reflected in 

strained relationships and 

broken families as dreams 

(and in the case of 

marriages, promises of 

“till death do us part”) are 

shattered by our inability 

or unwillingness to live 

out the commitments 

made to others.  In 

addition, illness and 

accident lead to suffering, 

hospitalization, long term 

disability or even lodging 

in facilities away from 

loved ones - and, 

ultimately, in death.  Even 

the church is not immune, 

as members who are 

baptized together into the 

body of Christ and have 

joined together to serve  
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               Trinity’s Annual Meeting will be 

    held February 11th at 12:30 pm 

   There will be a potluck lunch after  

   the Worship service with the  

   meeting following lunch. 

 
______________________________________________ 

      Shrove Tuesday 

     Council will host supper on  

     February 13th at 5:00 pm. 
 

     All men willing to help out please 

arrive at 4:00 pm.  If you have frying pans or griddles 

please have them to the church at 4:00 pm as well.  
_______________________________________________ 

 

                   The next Trinity Lutheran Church Women 

    meeting will be on 

       February 14 at 1:00 pm 

         All ladies are invited to attend. 

 
_______________________________________________ 

 

 Ash Wednesday Worship 

    February 14th, at 7:00 pm 

 with imposition of ashes 

 
_______________________________________________ 

 

         Soup for the Journey 
       Wednesdays at 6:00 pm  

                   from February 21 – March 21 

 
_______________________________________________ 

 

   We are looking  

  to purchase a new Christ Candle.  

  If anyone would like to donate towards the 

  purchase of this candle, please contact the 

  church office.  This could be done in  

  memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving 

  of a special occasion. 
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God and others for the 

sake of his Kingdom 

disagree on how 

something should be 

done or on what the 

current priorities should 

be or what the will of 

God really is, to the point 

of name calling, self-

righteous anger and even 

working behind each 

others backs to ensure 

that the right point of 

view (which, of course, 

we always tend to 

identify with our point of 

view) is the one that 

prevails and my upset is 

eased regardless of how 

much damage it may do 

to others both inside or 

outside the church. 
 

Lent is a giant slap in the 

face.  It calls us to 

remember that God is 

God and we aren’t!  It 

forces us to rethink the 

Lord’s prayer – you 

know, the stuff about 

Thy Kingdom come 

(rather than mine), Thy 

will be done on earth 

(rather than mine), and 

the really scary one 

where we ask God to not 

forgive us if we are not 

willing to forgive and let 

go of our hurts when we 

feel wronged by others!  

Everything about Lent 

that points to us can only 

cause us to tremble and, 

like Adam and Eve, to 

seek to hide from God 

our Maker.   
 

But more importantly, as 

I mentioned above, Lent 

is the statement of the 

depth of God’s love for 

us sinners.  It is the 

recalling of God’s active 

entrance into our 

situation by the birth of 

his Son for the sole 

purpose of making things 

right between us and him 

again.  It declares the 

willingness of God to 

even go through the 

reality of death and to 

suffer eternal 

condemnation in a way 

beyond our ability to 

really comprehend so 

that we can have life and 

have it abundantly as his 

beloved sons and 

daughters.  And it is the 

promise that the Holy 

Spirit lives in us so that, 

as temples of God 

himself, we may be a 

witness to the depth of 

that love and the power it 

has to break the hold of 

sin, the power of Satan 

and the fear of death 

itself!   
 

So maybe it’s ok that 

February seems so long, 

for it might give us all 

the extra time we may 

need to recognize and 

stay in that walk that lets 

us live and move and 

have our being in Jesus, 

the Lord and Saviour of 

our lives. 
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Midweek Lent Worship 

Restore the Roar! 
 

Sometime around the year 762 BC, Amos, a 

herdsman from the small Judean town of Tekoa, 

heard the voice of God and compared it to hearing 

the roaring of a lion, a roaring that causes pastures 

to mourn and forests to wither (Amos 1:2). That 

is some kind of roar! The prophet then personally 

encounters the Lord as a Lion (3:12), and this 

propels him to confront Israel’s movers and 

shakers who were deaf to God’s call of justice 

and righteousness (e.g., 5:24; 7:1–17).  

  

This Lent, we will listen to the Lion as He 

rumbles. And gathering under the cross, we will 

all the more be amazed when the roaring Lion 

defeats He greatest enemies: the devil, hell, and 

the power of death. Then with resurrection joy we 

will say of Jesus, “The Lion of the tribe of Judah . 

. . has conquered” (Revelation 5:5). 

 

Join us 

Wednesdays February 21 – March 21 

At 7:00 pm 

for Midweek Lent Worships 
 

February 21:  Amos 3:1–8 “Upside Down” 

February 28:  Amos 5:18 “This Is the Night the 

  Lord Has Made” 

March 07:  Amos 6:6 “Grieving for Joseph” 

March 14: Amos 7:1–6 “Locust Here, Locusts 

        There, Locusts Seem to Be    

        Everywhere” 

March 21: Amos 7:10–17 “Lion Alert!” 

For more information go to 

www.bereadyalberta.ca 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Palliative Workshop 
 

“Streamlining Your Final Journey: 

Carrying You Home” 

 

May 4, 2018   -   9 am – 4 pm  
 

Heritage Inn, Brooks 

Earlybird $65 / After Mar 1 $75 

 

Register at:  prairierosehospice.ca 

http://www.bereadyalberta.ca/
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Lenten 

Devotional 

Ideas 
 

thinking outside 

the box! 
 

Dear Trinity Family, 

Every year we journey with 

Jesus through the 40 days 

of Lent.  We begin with 

Ash Wednesday, a day to 

gather, confess our 

mortality and our 

sinfulness, and seek the 

Lord’s words of 

forgiveness and life.  40 

days follow in which 

Christians, have for 

centuries, and still all over 

the world today, consider 

and adopt the ways to 

reflect on Christ our 

Saviour – who He is and 

what He has done for us, 

and to follow in 

meaningful ways.  We 

walk the way of Holy 

Week with Him from the 

joy of Palm Sunday to the 

Passover Feast, the Garden, 

the Judgement Hall and the 

dread of Calvary’s cross.  

Then we hold our breath in 

the darkness and wait for 

the glory of Easter Morn! 

The journey is one of 

remembrance - but it is 

even more than that – it is 

a journey of learning, of 

experiencing God’s love 

and grace and of 

responding to that gift each 

day.  
 

This Lenten season is upon 

us early and fast this year!  

I invite you to consider the 

following as possible ways 

to journey with Jesus.  

Each of the suggestions 

involves time in the 

Scriptures, reflection on 

how to apply the way of 

Jesus to our daily living, 

and personal sacrifice for 

God and for others.  Begin 

by prayerfully considering 

the choices provided here 

or one you may have 

already chosen. In prayer 

commit yourself to a 

deeper keeping of Lent, 

time to examine oneself, to 

serve one’s neighbor and 

to walk with one’s Lord 

and Saviour.  God bless 

each of our observances 

that they draw us closer to 

Him, strengthen our faith 

and increase our witness to 

the world.   
 

In service to Christ our 

Lord, 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

10 Questions to 

Ask Yourself as 

Lent Begins 
 

1. When I wake up on 

Resurrection Sunday 

morning, how will I 

be different?  

2. Is there a habit or sin 

in my life that 

repeatedly gets in the 

way of loving God 

with my whole heart 

or loving my neighbor 

as myself? How do I 

address that habit over 

the next 40 days? 

3. Is there anyone in my 

life from whom I need 

to ask forgiveness or 

pursue reconciliation?  

4. What practical steps 

can I take to carve out 

time for daily 

contemplation?  

5. What spiritual 

discipline do I need to 

improve upon or want 

to try?  

6. What are some things 

in my life that I tell 

myself I need but I 

don’t?  

7. Why am I giving this 

particular thing up? 

How does giving it up 

draw me closer to 

God and prepare me 

for Easter?  

8. What am I going to 

tell myself when self-

denial gets hard?  

9. Is it necessary/helpful 

for me to share the 

nature my fast with 

others or should I 

keep it private? 

10. What do the ashes 

mean to me this year? 

 

Walking the Way of 

Jesus – Ideas for 40 

days 
 

1. Drink water ONLY for 

40 days.  Explore work 

being done by 

Christians around the 

world to develop clean 

water.  Make an Easter 

offering to one of these 

agencies, and pray for 

their work and the 

people they serve, 

daily. 

2. Do not complain for 

40 days.  Read 

Philippians 2:14, “Do 

all things without 

murmuring or 

arguing.”  Put it up on 

post its wherever you 

need to be reminded.   

3. Read Psalm 51 and use 

it as a base for prayer 

and meditation time. 

4. Refrain from buying 

anything that is not a 

NEED for 40 days.  

Place the money you 

would have spent in a 

jar and give it as an 

Easter offering.  (If 

you are honest about 

this you will be 

amazed at what we 

spend thoughtlessly 

and could use 

purposefully instead) 

5. Read Isaiah 58.  Use it 

for personal 

examination and 

confession. 

6. Give up eating out for 

40 days.  Use the 

money you would 

have spent to donate to 

a Food Bank or 

Hunger Project. Hold 

the hungry and the 

poor in our world in 

daily prayer. 

7. Pray the Lord’s Prayer 

in the morning and at 
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Garry & I would like to express our sincere thank 

you for all the prayers and expressions of concern 

and acts of Christian love that have carried us 

through this time of my ongoing health issues.  A 

special thank you to Pastor John and Maggie for 

the care and support that they have given us.  

Also, a big thank you to Martha Ministries for the 

delicious food.  We enjoyed it so very much! 

   God Bless You All! 

   Garry & Willemine Carter 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Mitten Tree Thank You 
 

Thank you to everyone who decorated the 

Mitten Tree.  We received 1 stuffy, 4 toque and 

glove sets, 30 toques, 11 scarves, 13 pairs of 

slippers, 27 pairs of mittens/gloves.  These items 

were shared between Brooks & County 

Immigration Services and Seconds on First on 

befalf of Cantara Safe House. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  
 

The Flower Chart for 2018 is up & ready to be filled 

for the coming year.  Write your name & the 

occasion, be it in celebration of an event or in 

memory, on the appropriate date so that flowers can 

be purchased and placed on the Altar for that 

occasion.  The cost of the bouquet of flowers is 

$16.79 which is payable by cash or cheque and can 

be placed into the offering plate ear tagged “Altar 

Flowers” or handed in to the office. 

night each day for 40 

days.  Read it in 

Matthew 6:9-13 and 

think about what it 

means for your day to 

seek to live out what 

you are praying. 

8. Unplug!  Take a fast 

from the electronic 

world in your personal 

life.  A Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram, 

Snap Chat, Internet, 

T.V., Netflix fast is 

very challenging for 

us.  If it is too hard for 

you, start small and 

consider a 30 minute a 

day fast.  You can 

always increase it. 

Make use of that 30 

minutes to call 

someone you need to 

catch up with, devote 

time with the Lord in 

prayer or reading, read 

a good book that will 

enrich your soul, your 

heart – sit in silence 

and catch up to 

yourself! 

9. Use no negative words 

about people in your 

life for 40 days.  When 

tempted consider what 

positive things you 

might say instead.  If 

nothing comes to you, 

then be a 

“THUMPER” and say 

nothing at all.  Read 

Hebrews 10:23-25 

each morning and 

evening – then seek to 

“encourage” all God 

puts in your path. 

10. Give away an item 

each day that you no 

longer use or need = 

40 items gone!   
 

Finally, commit to be 

regular in worship/study 

during Lent and to benefit 

from the additional 

opportunity for mid-week 

Soup supper and worship 

on Wednesdays.  
 

For Family devotional 

time:   consider making a 

Lenten Tree together.  

Gather some branches – 

dogwood and willow work 

well and place them in a 

vase.  Each day or each 

week have family 

members hang a prayer 

point on a card (or use a 

picture of someone or 

something to pray about) 

on the tree and then pray 

about it as a family.  

Gather around it using the 

Lenten devotionals 

provided at the church for 

family time, or read a 

Bible passage/story 

together.   
 

For Easter morning replace 

the prayer cards with 

hanging Easter Eggs or 

tying butterflies to the 

branches, adding lights, 

etc. and thanking God for 

the gift of life that does not 

end.  You now have a 

Resurrection Tree!  Kids 

love these tangible ways of 

remembering Jesus’ 

presence in our midst.  Be 

creative and have fun 

together!   
 

May the 40 Days of Lent 

be a time of growing in 

faith that we might know 

Jesus more, and be better 

equipped to make Him 

known to all the world!  
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Youth Stuff 
 

"As you therefore  

have received  

Christ Jesus the Lord,  

continue to live 

your lives in him." 
 

                                   - Colossians 2:6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am 
 

We will explore: Would You Rather Be Rich or Be 

Rewarded, Be Safe or Be Free, Be Accepted or Be a 

Standout, Be Religious or Be Transformed. 
 

Breakfast will be shared! 
 

BLESSING BAGS 
 

“If anyone sees a brother or sister in need but has 

no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that 

person?” I John 3:17 
 

Have you ever noticed someone, like a homeless person, 

who looks lonely, needy, or helpless, and thought, “I 

wish there was something I could do to help”.  But we 

are all reluctant to give someone cash, not knowing 

what it will be spent on.  So now you can … be the 

hands and feet of Christ in the world. 
 

The Mission Ministry committee has a new project that 

you should know about.  We have Blessing Bags put 

together by the group and waiting to be picked up at the 

office. They contain some basic toiletries and snacks 

that you could give that person to show you care. There 

is also a Tim Hortons card for them to get a coffee and 

muffin. 
 

These bags are designed to be carried in your vehicle 

and given away if / when you spot people in your travels 

that appear to be down on their luck.  Maybe in Brooks, 

maybe in downtown Lethbridge or Medicine Hat, 

Calgary or Phoenix!! 
 

Bags can be obtained at the Church Office and replaced 

as more are needed.  Give it a go!  It will bless the 

recipient and make your day too!! 
 

Thank you for caring!!   

Val Deunk for the Mission Ministry 

Please pray for the mission team as they 

prepare to travel to Belize.  They will be there 

February 17 – 24, 2018. 
 

Brent Altwasser, Ian Altwasser, Myra Altwasser, 

Tilly Gamble (Altwasser), Bill Anderson,  

Liam Anderson, Logan Andrews, Amelia Cann 

Michael Cann, Valerie Deunk, Pam Dyck,  

Ryan Dyck, Tom Dyck, Caitlin Dyck,  

Kate Elgersma, Vincent Elgersma, Cody Flatla 

Corry Flatla, Brittney Hemsing, Reid Musgrove 

Brad Niznik, Brooklyn Niznik, Dale Olsen 

Shirley Perry, Katelyn Rommens, Breanne Schuh 

Kalem Schoneck, Wayne Schoneck 

Maggie Theiss, Kayley Tuff 
 

They will be involved in Building Projects, 

Eyeglass Clinics, Children’s Ministry and visiting 

with the locals. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Missions 
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A Challenge 
 

In our study of God’s Word 

we are each called to “read, 

mark, and inwardly digest the 

word of God”. So not merely 

read it, but also learn it, that it 

might sustain us in times of 

trial, temptation, struggles and 

pain.  It can be a daunting task 

to begin.  Where to begin?  

How to begin?  Many people 

feel they are too busy to join a 

Bible study group and so 

often just don’t begin.   
 

A good place to start is in the 

Gospel of John – get to know 

Jesus by His words, and His 

dealings with people.  

Another option is to read 

through the Psalms.  Pick a 

prophet of the Old Testament 

and learn their story and read 

their part in the whole picture.  

Some read through the whole 

of Scripture – often several 

times through!  A devotional 

book or an online devo app 

can be a huge help for daily 

study.  As you choose what 

works for you and jump in to 

learn God’s Word better so 

that you may grow in 

relationship with God - there 

are many approaches to the 

Word that have worked for 

God’s people over the years to 

not only “read” but also learn 

the Word.   
 

For those who have been a 

student of God’s word for 

many years I offer the 

following article to challenge 

you!  We can become as rote 

in our devotional life as in any 

other part of our lives.  

Sometimes we need a nudge 

to push us deeper into the 

Word.  The use of a good 

study Bible, a Concordance 

beside our daily devo time 

and perhaps a good 

Commentary or two to deepen 

our progress.  (Please speak to 

Pastor John or myself if you 

are interested in adding one of 

these to your study time).  

The article following is based 

on Martin Luther’s basis for 

study of the Word of God – 

“Oratorio, (pray it) Meditatio 

(meditate upon it) and 

Tentatio” – (struggle with it).   

My challenge is simple – 

jump into the Word of God!  

Begin where you are – new to 

it, up to your knees, or diving 

into the deeper waters.  May 

this article be food for 

thought and means for 

growth.   The goal of my 

challenge is for my brothers 

and sisters in Christ (and 

myself) to experience for 

ourselves, “how right, how 

true, how sweet, how lovely, 

how mighty, how comforting 

God’s Word is.”  (Luther)  
 

In service to Christ Jesus our 

Lord, 

 
 

Tentatio 
 
Posted August 14, 2016 on 

LUTHERANREFORMATION.ORG 

 

by Rev. Stephen Preus 
 

In Psalm 119 Luther found 

“three rules” for the correct 

study of God’s Word: oratio, 

meditatio, tentatio. 

Concerning tentatio he writes: 

“This is the touchstone which 

teaches you not only to know 

and understand, but also to 

experience how right, how 

true, how sweet, how lovely, 

how mighty, how comforting 

God’s Word is, wisdom 

beyond all wisdom.”[1] 
 

A casual reader might say, 

“That sounds great! Give me 

some tentatio!” Then one 

finds out what tentatio 

actually is. The Latin word is 

related to the English word 

“tension,” and means 

something like an “agonizing 

internal struggle.” [2] It is 

wrapped up with trial and 

temptation, suffering and 

affliction, opposition and 

persecution. This is hardly the 

type of pleasant stuff that we 

would ask God to foist into 

our laps. Yet, Luther still 

asserts that it is how God 

teaches you to experience 

how awesome His Word is. 
 

Tentatio is unique to the 

Christian, for though 

unbelievers also have internal 

struggles due to tension in 

family, work, government, 

etc., tentatio is a direct result 

of one praying (oratio) and 

meditating upon the Word of 

God (meditatio). When a 

Christian prays for the Holy 

Spirit, when he meditates on 

God’s Word through which 

the Spirit works, then the 

spirit of darkness, the devil, 

will assault him and cause 

tentatio. The devil hates God 

and His Word and so attacks 

the Christian occupied with it. 
 

In the case of tentatio the 

devil’s tool is not to tempt 

toward sin, which he certainly 

does in other cases. Rather, 

through trial and temptation, 

suffering and affliction, 

opposition and persecution, 

the devil causes agonizing 

internal struggle and doubt in 

the heart of the one occupied 

with God’s Word. He makes it 

seem that God is failing us, is 

not living up to His Word, and 

does not care. 
 

Luther explains tentatio with 

the example of David in 

Psalm 119: 
 

“[In Psalm 119 David] 

complains so often about all 

kinds of enemies, arrogant 

princes or tyrants, false spirits 

and factions, whom he must 

tolerate because he meditates, 

that is, because he is occupied 

with God’s Word (as has been 

said) in all manner of 

ways.”[3] 
 

David’s tentatio was caused 

by many attacks. Read Psalm 

119 and you hear of the 

opposition, affliction, and 

persecution David faced for 

meditating upon God’s Word. 

[4] He asked God, “How long 

must your servant endure? 

When will you judge those 

who persecute me?” (v. 84) 

The devil’s intent was to 

cause such agonizing internal 

struggle that David would in 

despair flee from God and His 

Word. 
 

However, the devil’s attacks 

against David actually proved 

counterproductive, for God’s 

intent is different. Luther 

writes, “For as soon as God’s 

Word takes root and grows in 

you, the devil will harry you, 

and will make a real doctor of 

you, and by his assaults will 

teach you to seek and love 

God’s Word.”[5] 
 

So it is that David wrote, 

“Before I was afflicted I went 

astray, but now I keep your 

word” (v. 67). And again, “It  

 
Continued on the next page 
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is good for me that I was afflicted, 

that I might learn your statutes” (v. 

71). Through tentatio God drove 

David to experience his own 

weakness and God’s strength, his 

own nothingness and God’s 

goodness. Through tentatio God 

drove him back to His Word to 

experience how wonderful it truly is, 

“sweeter than honey to my mouth” 

(v. 103). 
 

Luther experienced the same. In the 

“official report” about Luther’s death 

he is said to have stated, “as he 

began to feel ill: ‘the devil does this 

to me every time I intend and ought 

to undertake something important—

he first tempts me in this way and 

attacks me with such a tentatio.’”[6] 

Again, it is due to Luther being 

occupied with God’s Word that the 

devil attacks him. The devil sought 

to stir up misunderstanding, 

confusion, and contradiction within 

him. But, like David, Luther was 

thankful for the agonizing internal 

struggles and those who caused 

them, for they drove him back to 

God’s Word: 
 

“I myself (if you will permit me, 

mere mouse-dirt, to be mingled with 

pepper) am deeply indebted to my 

papists that through the devil’s 

raging they have beaten, oppressed, 

and distressed me so much. That is 

to say, they have made a fairly good 

theologian of me, which I would not 

have become otherwise.”[7] 
 

Luther’s translation of Isaiah 28:19 

demonstrates the same thought: “For 

agonizing struggle[8] alone teaches 

one to pay attention to the word.”[9] 

Experiencing tentatio meant 

returning to God’s Word for 

certainty and comfort in Christ Jesus. 

For only in Him did Luther see 

“wisdom beyond all wisdom.” Like 

David, only through tentatio would 

Luther turn away from himself and 

toward the God who sent His Son to 

die for Him and give him salvation. 

Only through tentatio would Luther 

experience all the joy that the Word 

of God brought his weary heart and 

conflicted conscience. 
 

So it is for you. Tentatio comes upon 

all Christians who are occupied with 

prayer (oratio) and meditation upon 

God’s Word (meditatio). It is vital to 

correctly study God’s Word. So, 

whether facing persecutions like 

David did or illness like Luther, 

whatever it is that causes you, the 

Christian, to face this agonizing 

internal struggle, God grant that this 

tentatio lead you back into the Word 

of God. For there in His Word you 

will find Christ, your Savior. There 

in His Word you will find your 

loving Father who will never leave 

you or forsake you. There in His 

Word the Spirit of adoption will 

assure you that you are indeed God’s 

children and co-heirs with Christ of 

a glorious inheritance, and you will 

experience for yourself just “how 

right, how true, how sweet, how 

lovely, how mighty, how comforting 

God’s Word is.” 

 

The Rev. Stephen K. Preus is pastor 

of Trinity Lutheran Church, Vinton, 

Iowa. 
  
[1] AE 34:287. 

[2] Like its German equivalent 

Anfechtung, there really is no English 

equivalent for tentatio, and so we tend 

to stick with the Latin and German 

when discussing this topic. 

[3] AE 34:287. 

[4] David’s tentatio is plentiful. See 

verses 23, 28, 51, 53, 61, 67, 71, 78 84-

87, 92, 95, 107, 110, 113, 118-120, 134, 

136, 141, 143, 150, 152, 157, 161, 176. 

[5] AE 34:287. 

[6] AE 50:291. 

[7] AE 34:287. 

[8] Anfechtung 

[9] Quoted in Oswald Bayer, Martin 

Luther’s Theology, 21. 

 

Parsonage Update 
 

After removal of contaminated 

material, extensive cleaning, and 

thorough mold and asbestos testing, the 

parsonage was deemed safe for 

occupancy and church council passed a 

motion at the December meeting to go 

ahead with a renovation proposal.  

Donated funds have been made 

available that will cover all, or nearly 

all, expenditures with minimal effect 

on church capital or general funds. 
 

Renovations have already begun and 

include replacing flooring in the living 

room, completely redoing the 

plumbing and flooring in both 

bathrooms, refinishing the kitchen 

cupboards, inspecting and bringing 

electrical outlets up to code, replacing 

some walls in the basement, replacing 

7 windows and the front door and 

adding a railing on the front steps.  

These and a few other improvements 

will make the house ready for 

occupancy. 
 

Later improvements will involve 

building a deck outside the French 

doors from the dining room, replacing 

shingles on the roofs of the parsonage 

and garage, installing new siding, 

replacing the furnace and hot water 

tank as required, and addressing a few 

other concerns pinpointed by 

inspections.  
 

To ensure good, solid workmanship, 

skilled workers are being hired for 

plumbing, and other ‘special skill-

requiring’ tasks, while volunteers will 

be needed for jobs that the committee 

feel we can properly do ourselves.  If 

you have questions or would like to 

volunteer your labour, please talk to 

Dale Olsen (403-362-1163), Garnet 

Altwasser (403-362-4438) or Herb 

Brown (403-362-4227). 
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Darren & Felicity Dykstra     Feb. 02 
Gordon & Wendy Frank       Feb. 26 
Brian & Debbie Berg       Feb. 28 
 
If you would like to have your 
anniversary included in the Wedding 
Anniversary list please call the church 
office. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy Zelensky  Feb. 03 
Brian Berg  Feb. 03 
Delma Yarrow  Feb. 11 
Mary Tancowny  Feb. 18 
Larry Springer  Feb. 20 
Gisela McGregor Feb. 22 
Penny Sinclair  Feb. 27 
 
If you are a Senior and would like to 
have your name included on the 
Seniors’ birthday list, please call the 
church office. 
 

 

the other bills that must be 

paid. It becomes a chore, 

just one more thing to 

check off a list of things to 

do. That empties it of its 

spiritual power and robs 

us of the joy that Christ 

and the Scriptures assign 

to it.  
 

On top of that, since this 

generosity is linked to 

faith and knowledge of 

divine things, a lack of 

excelling in giving is a 

sure sign that our faith and 

knowledge of God are 

under attack as well.  
 

Thus St. Paul points to the 

foundation of generosity: 

the generosity of Christ 

Himself. Even though He 

was rich, He became poor 

so that we who are poor 

might become rich. Thus, 

the incarnation, suffering, 

and death of our Lord on 

the cross is the reason, 

source, and driving force 

for our generosity in 

giving to the church.  
 

And since Christ who was 

rich became poor so that 

we might be rich in His 

grace—of which generous 

giving is part—so we also 

who are rich in His grace 

can excel in pressing His 

grace into service toward 

the gracious work of the 

church.  
 

Pay attention to what you 

give to the church so that 

you may excel at it. And if 

you find that your heart 

has grown cold or 

indifferent toward it, 

immerse yourself in God’s 

Word. Read it at home. 

Attend Bible Class. Hear 

and listen to it preached in 

the Divine Service.  
 

Be reminded of what Christ 

has done for you in His 

incarnation, suffering, and 

death. For this will 

strengthen your faith and 

knowledge. And where that 

excels, so will the grace of 

giving excel also. 
 

 

 

 

From the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod Website 

www.lcms.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We are trying  

something new 
 

Offering envelopes will 

be available on the 

Worship Centre just 

outside the Sanctuary 

doors where the bulletins 

are located.  If needed 

please remember to pick 

an envelope up as you 

enter for worship. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“I am not commanding 

you, but I want to test 

the sincerity of your love 

by comparing it with the 

earnestness of others.  

For you know the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that you 

through his poverty 

might become rich” (2 

Corinthians 8:8-9). 
 

Without commands or 

even arm-twisting, St. 

Paul encourages, even 

challenges, the Church in 

Corinth to demonstrate 

the sincerity of their faith 

by their generosity in 

giving. He does this 

because giving 

generously is a gift of 

the Spirit given to us 

through the Gospel.  
 

St. Paul wrote: “But just 

as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and 

in your love for us—see 

that you also excel in 

this grace of giving” (2 

Corinthians 8:7). In other 

words, just as we grow 

in faith and speech and 

knowledge of eternal 

things by the Holy Spirit 

through the Word of 

God, so also do we grow 

in giving from the same 

Spirit through the same 

Word.  
 

The problem is that the 

grace of generosity often 

grows cold in us. It’s not 

so much that we stop 

giving, but we don’t put 

it first. We treat it like all 

February 2018 Stewardship Newsletter Article 

FEBRUARY 

SENIOR’S  

BIRTHDAYS 

 

FEBRUARY 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
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WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE 

OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES 

February 04  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Megan Andrews 
Lector:   Brandi McCord 
Story Teller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound / Video:  Randy Flatla / Myra Altwasser 
Worship Assistant:  
Communion Prep: Debbie Berg 
Ushers:  John & Charlotte Dyck / 
   Colin & Charlene Musgrove 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:21-31 
   1 Corinthians 9:16-27 
 

February 11  10:00 am 
Acolyte:  Mackenzie Beblow 
Lector:   Gisela McGregor 
Story Teller:  Pastor John 
Sound / Video:  Greg Frank / Emmalyn Elgersma 

Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Brian & Lorene Nichols / 
   Brad & Kristen Niznik 
Scripture Readings: Exodus 34:29-35 
   2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6 
 

February 14  7:00 pm Midweek 
   Ash Wednesday 
Acolyte:  Kate Elgersma 
Lector:   Anne McMahon 
Sound / Video:  Jayden Harvie / Randy Flatla 
Ushers:  Lou & Doreen Nester 
Scripture Readings: Joel 2:12-19 
   2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 

February 18  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Shane Flores 
Lector:   Melanie Altwasser 
Story Teller:  Maggie Theiss 
Sound / Video:  Ryan Summach / Jayden Harvie 
Communion Prep: Will & Anna Moeller 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Shirley Perry / Jackie Lester / 
   Stan & Tracey Waddell 
Scripture Readings: Genesis 22:1-18 
   James 1:12-18 

 

 

February 21  7:00 pm Midweek Lent 1 
Acolyte:  Nicola Muller 
Sound / Video:  Myra Altwasser / Mason Hofer 
Ushers:  Rudy & Jean Peltzer 
 

February 25  10:00 am 
Acolyte:  Beau Keeping 
Lector:   Ria Neufeld 
Story Teller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound / Video:  Doug Erlandson / Ryan Summach 

Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Brent Altwasser & Tilly Gamble / 
   Mark & Melanie Altwasser 
Scripture Readings: Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
   Romans 5:1-11 
 

February 28  7:00 pm Midweek Lent 2 
Acolyte:  Anya Muller 
Sound / Video:  Randy Flatla / Nolan Trembecki 
Ushers:  Candice Bloor / Barb Tamura 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Trinity Wear 
 

There are different T-shirt and Hoodie styles and several 
colors and logos to choose from.  Stop by the church office 
to look at and try on different samples.  Sizes range from 
Toddler all the way up to XL.   
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~ February 2018 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Communion Sundays 
 

February 4 
 

February 18 

  
 

1 
 
 
Pastor John & Maggie 
day off 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

2 
 

         Youth Winter 
 

Pastor John day off 
 

 

3 
 

Retreat at Wilderness  
 

 

3:30 – 5:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
meeting  
 

4 

 

Ranch     

 

9:00 am Education 
Hour 
10:00 am Worship 
11:30 am Eye Glass 
Training 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

5 
 
Maggie day off 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Brownies 
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 
Pathfinders 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 

 
1:00 pm Quilting 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8:00 pm AA 

7 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Study 
 

11:30 am Staff meeting 
 
4:30 pm Confirmation  
7:00 pm Worship 
Committee Survey 
meeting 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 
 

9 
 
Pastor John & 
Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
Pastor John & Maggie 
day off 
 

 
 
 
 

3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle meeting  
 

11 
 

9:00 am Education 
Hour 

 

10:00 am Worship 
11:30 am Potluck 
12:30 pm Annual 
General meeting 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

12 

 

Maggie day off 
 
5:00 pm Deacon’s 
meeting 
6:00 pm Brownies 
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 
Pathfinders 
 
 

13 
 

Shrove Tuesday 
 

1:00 pm Quilting 
 
 

3:30 pm Staff meeting 
 

5:00 pm Pancake 
supper 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

14 
 
Ash Wednesday 
 

9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Study 
 

1:00 pm Trinity 
Lutheran Church 
Women meeting 
2:00 pm Newbrook 
Lodge Bible Study 
4:30 pm Confirmation 
7:00 Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Worship @ 
Orchard Manor 
 
7:30 pm Worship @ 
Newbrook Lodge 
 
 
 

 

8:00 pm AA / Alanon 
 

16 
 
Pastor John day off 
 

17 
 
Youth Mission Trip 
 
 

Pastor John day off 
 
 

 
 

3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle meeting  
 

18 

 
Youth Mission Trip 
 

 
10:00 am Worship  
 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

19 

 
 
Family Day – Office 
Closed 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
1:00 pm Quilting 
 
 
 

 

7:00 Council meeting 
 

 

8:00 pm AA 
 

21 

 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Study 
 
6:00 pm Soup for the 
Journey 
7:00 pm Lenten 
Worship 
  

22 
 
 
 
4:00 pm Worship @ 
Long term Care – 
Brooks Hospital 
 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

23 

 
 
 
Pastor John day off 
 
 

24 

 
 
 
Pastor John day off 
 
3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle meeting 
 

25 
 

9:00 am Education 
Hour  
10:00 am Worship  
 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
2:00 pm Pastor John @ 
Iddesleigh 
 

26 

 
Pastor John & Maggie 
day off 
 
 
 

 

6:00 pm Brownies 
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 
Pathfinders 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

1:00 pm Quilting 
 

 
 
8:00 pm AA  

28 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Study 
 

11:30 am Staff meeting 
 
6:00 pm Soup for the 
Journey 
7:00 pm Lenten 
Worship 
 

Notes   
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“Serve Christ our Lord by welcoming, equipping & sending disciples” 
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

811 Cassils Road W 

Brooks, AB  T1R 0E4 

 

PHONE: 

(403) 362-4259 

 

FAX: 

(403) 362-6298 

 

E-MAIL: 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

Trinity Times 
 
 

The next deadline is  
February 23.   

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net

