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God’s peace and grace be with you in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
I had a chance recently to read (or maybe
reread – it was written in 1997) a short 85 page
book called A Good Time To Be The Church.
Its author, The Rev. H. George Anderson,
served for a time as the National Bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. He
had also served as president of two
seminaries, as well as a professor and a parish
pastor. The book invites Lutherans to consider
that the rapid and deep changes in society and
the role of the organized Christian Church
being experienced in North America, while
uncomfortable to us in so many ways, may
actually be a space within which to reach out
with the Gospel even more effectively.
Specifically, he notes that in looking at the
history of Christianity
you will find that every time the Church
found success, something bad
happened to it. . . . It seems that God
just won’t let the Church settle
down and enjoy its triumphs. Every time
we want to linger on the Mount
of Transfiguration, God pushes us off
the scenic viewpoint and lands us
back in some valley. . . . It is exactly
the times of hardship and stress
that force us to look beyond our own
resources and to depend on God.
This time of uncertainty need not be the
prelude to disaster. It can become the
occasion for powerful spiritual renewal.
(pp. 14 & 15)
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a study guide for God’s people to clarify the
issues we face as a society, to consider the
major changes taking place both inside and
outside of the church, and to discover ways to
effectively share the Gospel in the midst of the
changes taking place.
We as a congregation and as individual
Christians have been given both an incredible
blessing and an incredible calling. By God’s
grace we have been led to know and to trust in
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. That
means that we have both peace (knowing that
we are safe in God’s care and love no matter
what happens around us, to us, or in us) and
power (for God the Holy Spirit lives in us and
we are filled with his promise that not even the
gates of hell will prevail against that body of
Christ of which we are a part). We are Christ’s
disciples who have been called to make
disciples for Christ by baptizing and teaching
what Christ has commanded us to teach –
repentance and forgiveness to a sinful,
separated, angry, hurting, confused world.
Dr. Anderson ends his first chapter by noting
that “[w]hat people want is comfort, security,
and to be left alone. What people need is
service, sacrifice, and being brought together.”
He states that God calls us to “explain what’s
wrong, to diagnose this illness-this [spiritual]
hunger that doesn’t go away, but only gnaws
more deeply . . . We can offer the Living Bread
that satisfies the hungry heart.”
May God grant us the desire to wrestle with the
challenges and opportunities that surround us
and the wisdom to recognize the gifts he has
given us to meet them in Christ!

You may have noticed that I did not record any
New Year’s resolutions in my January Trinity
Times letter. But I do have a goal for 2016 of
sharing this little booklet with the congregation.
It is set up in a format designed to be used as
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Join us for Lenten Worship
7:00 pm - Wednesdays,
February 10 – March 16

AT TRINITY
______________________________________________
Council will host the Shrove Tuesday
Pancake supper on February 9th at 5:30
pm.
All men willing to help out please arrive at 4:30 pm. If you
have frying pans or griddles please have them to the
church at 4:30 pm as well.
______________________________________________
Worship Service will be held
ASH WEDNESDAY, February 10, at 7:00 pm
with imposition of ashes
How to be a Disciple
Ash Wednesday – Andrew and Philip: On Seeking Jesus
Themes: Seeking, Welcoming, Gathering
Scriptural Basis: Revelation 22:12-17 & John 12:20-26
______________________________________________
Soup for the Journey
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm from
February 17 – March 16
______________________________________________
Christianity and Islam
Adult Study
Join us for a six week series comparing
and contrasting Christianity and Islam.
Tuesdays, Feb 23 – Mar 22
6:30 – 8:30 pm
Facilitated by Maggie Theiss

How To Be A Disciple
The journey through the season of Lent is the journey of
following Jesus. From the earliest days of the church, the
focus of the Lenten season has been on discipleship.
These dramas offer the congregation some thought about
what discipleship means, both for Lent and throughout
the church year.
In a sense, the dramas are backward. They begin with
an idea that discipleship is something we do, and finally
conclude that it is something given by God. But in that
sense, the Lent and Easter seasons are themselves
backward, in that we do not fully understand the call
without the gift, as we do not understand the cross
without the empty tomb.
February 17 – Matthew and Simon: On Choosing Sides
Themes: Division, Community, Reconciliation
Scriptural Basis: 1 Peter 2:4-12 & Luke 9:46-56
February 24 – James and John: On The Family of Christ
Themes: Family, Rivalry, Unconditional Love
Scriptural Basis: James 2:1-5 & 1 John 4:18-21
March 2 – James the Less and Jude: On Humility
Themes: Pride, False Humility, True Humility
Scriptural Basis: Exodus 3:1-13 & Mark 10:35-45
March 9 – Thomas and Nathanael: On Doubt, Proof, &
Faith
Themes: Seeing and Believing
Scriptural Basis: Ephesians 1:15-23 & Matthew 13:54-58
March 16 – Peter and Judas: On Redemption
Themes: Forgiveness, Justification
Scriptural Basis: Matthew 26:69-27:10

This is the second run of this series due
to many requests.
“Serve Christ our Lord by welcoming, equipping & sending disciples”
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
Women’s World Day of
Prayer is an international,
ecumenical, prayer
movement that invites
women, from a different
part of the world each
year, to prepare a worship
service through which
their hopes and fears for
their country may be
brought before the whole
world in prayer.
On Friday 4 March an estimated 3 million people in over
170 countries and islands will gather to observe the day
of prayer, using an order of service written by Christian
women in Cuba and translated into over 60 languages
and 1000 dialects. In the British Isles alone over 6,000
services will be held.
The day begins as the sun rises over the island of Samoa
and continues until it sets off the coast of American
Samoa, some 35 hours later.
The theme ‘Receive children. Receive me’ reflects St
Mark’s Gospel, chapter 10 verses 13-16, which is the
focus of the service and a reminder that everyone is a
child of God and equally worthy of our love and respect.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Fundraising Event
Newell Christian School
Grad Class
5 Hrs
Unlimited Play
For only $15
Maximum Adventure Park
559 Canal St. Industrial Park,
Brooks
Thursday, Feb 18th, 1-6 pm
________________________________________________

Walk with us on Saturday,
February 20, 2016
in the Coldest Night of the Year, a
fantastically fun, family-friendly
walking fundraiser that raises
money for the hungry homeless and hurting.
Raising funds for Brooks Food Bank and the Well
Community Outreach
Contact Mike Boschmann at 5010202 or email info@blueseaphilanthropy.org
_____________________________________________
Volunteers are needed
to help with GEMS
Where: Christian Reformed Church on
Wednesday’s 7:00 – 8:30 pm.

The Republic of Cuba is the largest Caribbean island,
located at the entrance of the Gulf of Mexico and called
‘the Key to the Gulf’. Politically at odds with the USA,
Cuba suffered greatly due to the economic embargo
imposed upon it in 1960 but has found strength within
itself to move on and overcome many of its problems.

GEMS Girls' Clubs is a non-denominational, non-profit
Christian girls club. The mission of GEMS Girls’
Clubs is to help bring girls into a living, dynamic
relationship with Jesus Christ. Their vision is to see
girls around the world actively and enthusiastically
expressing love for God and others.

This is not a day of prayer just for women - everyone is
welcome to attend the service.

Please call Melissa Slomp at 362-0906 if you can help.
______________________________________________

Hosted by Trinity Lutheran Church,
Friday, March 4th @ 7:00 pm
Guest Speaker: Maggie Theiss
with fellowship & refreshments following the service.

Please do not park in the alley as it is not
only illegal but it also is inconvenient for
our neighbors. Also, please be
considerate of our seniors & leave parking
spaces for them at the back door.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH WOMEN
The next TLCW meeting will be on February 10, 2016 at
10:00 am. All ladies are invited to attend.
_________________________________
CARING FOR THOSE
WHO ARE GRIEVING
Trinity Lutheran Church cares
for not only the people within
the walls of our church but
also for the people of our
community at large during all
the seasons of life and
sometimes the season is one
of grief and sorrow.
During times of sorrow and
grief, the caring ministry at
Trinity provides comfort to
family and friends by
organizing refreshments after
funerals. We currently have 4
funeral coordinators whose
responsibility is to organize
the details concerning food,
food preparations and
workers for the funeral.
It is our prayer that we have more funeral coordinators.
Please prayerfully consider helping out with this most
valuable ministry. We have resources available to help
with the obligations involved and would provide any
assistance needed to help make the transition
unstressed.
Pray about this call to ministry and feel free to talk to
Pastor John, Maggie or any of our funeral coordinators;
Faye Altwasser, Vi Olsen, Shirley Perry, Julie Musgrove.
__________________________________________

If you have a concern you would like to have placed on
our Prayer Chain please call the church office. Please
notify the office also if your email address or telephone
number has changed.

Help Wanted!
Our library is continually changing and
expanding and we are expecting the
arrival of new books especially for
teens in the New Year.
Please consider volunteering time for this exciting
ministry!! Contact Ronnie Adams at (403) 378-4739 if
you are interested.
A message from your Library
As you see we have been making some changes in your
Library, and we have a question for you! Do you use the
card catalogs on the library desk to search for books? If
you do, can you please leave a note at the church office
or phone me, Ronnie at 378-4739. Thank you!
__________________________________________________

We are still in need of a volunteer to sign
up for taking care of Trinity’s
recycling needs for the New Year. The
signup sheet is on the bulletin board
across from the office. This is a monthly
sign-up and March through December are
still available. Please consider this
opportunity to serve.
__________________________________________________

Do you have eye glasses that you can no longer wear?
Please drop your old glasses off in the box labelled
“Glasses” underneath the portable bulletin board in the
foyer and give someone the gift of sight. There are many
in this world who could never afford to buy eyeglasses
and you can contribute to renew their sight.
__________________________________________

Check it out at
www.brookstrinity.ca
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Devotional thoughts taken from:
"Only in God"*
Several years ago I was asked to serve as Coordinator and co-editor of a Youth devotional,
"Only in God".
I received hundreds of
devotions written by Canadian Lutheran Youth
from shore to shore, some came in the mail
written on McDonald's napkins! The devotional
was published and as I recently re-read it I
decided they were so good that I am going to
share a few of the entries with you each month.
The youth who wrote them ranged in age from
12 -19, along with a few written by seasoned
youth workers. May they speak to you from
God's Word and through a youth's eyes,
Maggie

Forgive me Lord
I close my eyes and evaporate
like dew on early morning grass
I am lifted higher and higher
Yet the closer I come to God
The harder life becomes for me
So I take the easy way out
Forgive me Lord.
Amen.
Dare to Differ
We've all heard sayings like "go against the
flow" or "march to the beat of a different
drummer", or "dare to be different". But have
you ever wondered why people want to be
different? Why do people want to stick out in a
crowd? Sure, some crave attention or fame.
Others want to be shocking or surprising.
There may be another reason for it.
Christ tells us to be "different".
"Do not be conformed to this world but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so
that you may discern what is the will of God what is good and acceptable and perfect."
Romans 12:2
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God asks us to trust Him and follow His Word
no matter what. "Come follow me", says
Jesus. We are to part from the ways of the
world, as the disciples did, and follow the Light.
With His strength helping us through every
pain and hardship, we need nothing else.
"But Moses said to the people, 'Do not be
afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance
the Lord will accomplish for you today; for
the Egyptians whom you see today you
shall never see again. The Lord will fight
for you, and you have only to keep still."
(Exodus 14:13-14)
Do you think Moses had faith in his own
words? What could be worse, seeing the Red
Sea stretching before you or facing certain
death if you turned around and met the
oncoming Egyptian Army intent on killing you?
Moses trusted in God. What else could he do?
And that is how we often trust in God - when
there is nothing else we can do!
So when your back is up against the wall (or
the Red Sea as the case may be), consider
what happened when Moses trusted in God,
"Then Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, and turned the
sea into dry land; and the waters were
divided. The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left."
(Exodus 14:21-22)
Let's Pray: Lord, though I find it hard to see
Your light when times are tough, give me
the strength to stand my ground,
follow Your will and DARE TO DIFFER,
according to Your word and not the
world's. AMEN.
I pray these have had value for you on
your walk as Jesus' disciples and hope you
will look forward to a few more next
month! - Maggie
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Hey Youth
Please look below for your stuff

Winter Youth Things
"Remember your Creator in the days of your youth"
- Ecclesiastes 12:1

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Attention High School Youth
Youth Deeper Study
Thursdays at 5:00 – 7:00 pm
(with supper).
Remember to bring your Bible
And consider inviting a friend!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Senior Youth Sunday mornings @ 9:00 am
Join us for breakfast and God’s Word.
One Christ Many Creeds
A Study of Denominations from a
Lutheran Perspective
One God, many gods
A Study of World Religions
We will alternate one week with One God,
many gods and one week with One Christ
Many Creeds.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YouthSurge
April 15-17, 2016
Grades 9 and up
Early Reg: $50
by March 11
This is a chance for you young people to come rub
shoulders with curent CLBI students, and see for
themselves the positives of taking a year or two for Bible
Education. YouthSurge hopes to encourage even those
who are not considering Bible school as a post secondary
option to attend for a weekend of high energy fun and
worship.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LCMC Called to Serve
If you’ve ever been wondering what God’s
plan for your life is, you’re not alone. At
Called 2 Serve, you’ll have a chance to meet
other high schoolers from all over the
country, lend a hand to people in need, and
gain a better understanding of what God might be calling
you to do in your local community. This isn’t your parent’s
youth gathering!
July 19-22, 2016.
Grand View University in Des Moines, IA.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ECHO

every christian holler out
Annual Youth Conference

Presented by the Canadian Mission District of North American
Lutheran Church

Wilderness Ranch
Winter Retreat
When: February 12th at 6 pm to
February 14th at 1 pm
Where: Mountain Valley Ranch
Cost: $50 per person (age 12+)
Please indicate to Maggie if you are interested in
attending.

August 19-21
CLBI, Camrose, AB
Register by June 15
Cost: $300 / person
“their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words
to the ends of the world.
Romans 10:18b
Please talk to Maggie if you are interested in
attending any of the above Youth gatherings.
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Mary and Joseph Were Missionaries
in Egypt — Martin Luther
Posted on January 5, 2016 by Admin

Ash Wednesday service will be held on
Wednesday, February 10th at 7:00 p.m. with the
Imposition of Ashes, and we ask our Confirmands
to be here at 4:45 for class and to bring $5.00 for
Pizza Supper so we can eat while we prepare for
the Ash Wednesday Worship service. NO SOUP
THIS NIGHT!
Soup for the Journey will begin on Wed. Feb.
17th at 6:00 p.m. and continue through the rest of
Lent. We will not have class time during these 5
weeks of Lent. You will receive a reminder of your
week to do soup.
Lenten Worships will happen every Wed. from
Feb. 17th until March 16th @ 7 p.m. with our
Confirmands involved in leading (we ask that they
eat quickly at 6 so we can prepare for the worship
time together - thank you!
Following Lent and Easter our regular classes will
resume on Wednesday, April 6th at 4:45 p.m.
__________________________________________

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
NW District
As we are now a member of the North West district
of LCMC we
invite you to check out their website
www.lcmc-nw.com
This is a good way to keep in touch with other
churches in our area and find out what is happening
in our district.

In Matthew 2:13-23, Joseph,
Mary, and Jesus escape to
Egypt. Commenting on their
flight and their subsequent life
as refugees in Egypt as a result
of persecution, Martin Luther
observes,

Moreover God wants to watch over his Word
and church in spite of the tyrants’ evilness, so
that they still let the church and Word
remain. Yes, even more, their onslaught and
persecution give rise to the expansion of the
church and the further dissemination of God’s
Word.
There is no doubt that Mary and Joseph and
perhaps others with them that had come to
know the child were not silent while in Egypt
over the great miracle which had occurred
with this child. They preached and brought
others to faith and salvation, just as the Wise
Men in particular were certainly preachers of
the New Testament in their land and diligently
taught their people about this child. Although
he is determined to suppress it, this news gives
reason for Herod to feign ignorance. The
same still happens today. When the tyrants
rage against the Gospel, they do no more than
blow into the ashes whereby the fire grows
and the ashes invade their eyes. This is what
befalls their tyranny: When they spill
innocent blood, this blood of Christians
becomes like dung which fertilizes the
field so that it is enriched and yields a
good crop. Through persecution
Christianity grows, but where peace
and tranquility prevail, there
Christians become lazy and
idle. (Emphasis added)
Quoted in: The Church Comes From All
Nations: Luther Texts in Mission by Volker Stolle
and translated by Klaus Detlev Schulz. St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, p.18
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Beyond the Budget
Thank you to Jim & Jeanie
Culligan for donating the
Bibles given to the
confirmands on January 31.
If you are interested in making a
donation like this two
possibilities are purchasing the
Vacation Bible School Kit which
costs $256 or donating towards the Bibles that were
purchased to distribute at VBS this year. The cost
for these Bibles was $270. If you feel led to help in
this way please call the church office at 362-4259.
Thank you.
__________________________________________

Article from: stewardshipresources
LCMS February 2016
We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves
us is never alone. That is because faith is a living,
busy, and active thing. It inhales all of God’s riches
in Christ and exhales this in love and service to the
neighbor.
But who is my neighbor? God in His mercy has
placed us into three distinct communities: society,
family, and the church. That means we have a duty
to those around us in each of these communities.
We pray for the people in these three communities
daily. We rejoice with them in times of joy and
suffer with them in times of sadness. And we give
to them from the income that God provides as we
are able and as they have need.
So we pay taxes to our governments so that they
may do the work that is needed for our neighbors in
society. We give to our families so that they have
food and clothing, house and home, even
educations. And we give to our church—our local
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congregations—so that the gospel may be preached
and the sacraments administered for us and others.
The beauty of this is that God smiles upon all that
giving. When you pay your taxes, God is pleased
that you have served your neighbor who needs what
the government provides. When you provide for
your family, God is pleased. That you have helped
your neighbor with the necessities of life by sharing
with them what He has given to you, God is
pleased.
And when you give to your local
congregation to support the ongoing preaching of
the gospel, God is pleased. To all this giving, He
says to you, “Well done, my good and faithful
servant.”
Looking at giving in this light makes it a joy to
give. The joy is multiplied. There is joy in you
because you have served your neighbor in his need.
There is joy in your neighbor for God has answered
their prayers through you. And God rejoices and is
pleased with it all. It might just make the humdrum
of grocery shopping and mortgage payments a bit
more joyous. It might even make April 15 tolerable
(St. Paul had to have this pep talk with the Romans,
also, “This is why you pay taxes….” Rom. 13:6).
And it surely will make the envelope placed into the
offering plate a joyful thing.
Indeed God is pleased with you. You are saved by
faith alone because of Jesus Christ. And that saving
faith is never alone. It is busy and active. It serves
the neighbor in society, family, and church with free
and cheerful giving.
______________________________________________

Automated Funds Transfer Agreement
Anyone wishing to have their tithe to
the General Fund automatically
transferred from their bank account
please call the church office for an agreement form. This
is an easy and convenient way to fulfill your stewardship
responsibilities to our church.
___________________________________________
If you have a concern, question, bouquet,
etc., you are invited to write it out, sign it
& place it into the Comments &
Suggestions Box that is located on the
ledge of the office in the Library. The
Deacons regularly check this box. It is
there for you.
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FEBRUARY
SENIOR’S BIRTHDAYS
Judy Zelensky
Delma Yarrow
Gisela McGregor
Penny Sinclair

Feb. 03
Feb. 11
Feb. 22
Feb. 27

If you are a Senior and would like to have
your name included on the Seniors’ birthday list, please
call the church office.

FEBRUARY
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Darren & Felicity Dykstra
Eric & Nishi Schmitke
Gordon & Wendy Frank
Brian & Debbie Berg

Feb. 02
Feb. 18
Feb. 26
Feb. 28

If you would like to have your anniversary included in the
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office.

Worship Services Schedule of
Volunteer Duties
Feb 07
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Communion Prep
Ushers
Scripture Readings:
Feb 10
Acolyte
Lector
Sound / Video
Ushers

10:00 am with Communion
Katherine Bolen
Anne McMahon
Maggie Theiss
Myra Altwasser / Randy Flatla
Debbie Berg
Brent & Tilly Altwasser /
Randy & Corry Flatla
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Hebrews 3:1-6
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday
Kate Elgersma
Anna Moeller
Joel Musgrove / Devon Flatla
Pete & Patty Green

Feb 14
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Ushers
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am
Mason Hofer
Ria Neufeld
Jeanie Culligan
Emmalyn Elgersma / Kathryn Dyck

Barry & Trudi Heal
Bruce & Julie Musgrove
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Romans 10:8b-13

Feb 17
Acolyte
Sound / Video
Ushers

7:00 pm Mid-Week Lent
Anzelle Muller
Doug Erlandson / Ian Altwasser
Colin & Charlene Musgrove

Feb 21
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Communion Prep
Ushers

10:00 am with Communion
Brooklyn Niznik
Lorene Nichols
Julie Musgrove

Scripture Readings:

Ryan Summach / Liam Anderson

Will & Anna Moeller
Mark & Melanie Altwasser /
Candice Bloor / Barb Tamura
Jeremiah 26:8-15
Philippians 3:17-4:1

Feb 24
Acolyte
Sound / Video
Ushers

7:00 pm Mid-Week Lent
Bryanne Peltzer
Randy Flatla / Myra Altwasser
Jim & Jeanie Culligan

Feb 28
Acolyte
Lector
Storyteller
Sound / Video
Ushers

10:00 am
Jordan Peltzer
Kristen Niznik
Pastor John

Scripture Readings:

Devon Flatla / Emmalyn Elgersma

Chris Deschner / Garry Carter
Lou & Doreen Nester
Ezekiel 33:7-20
1 Corinthians 10:1-13

__________________________________________________

Ushers are reminded to please make
sure that all church doors are locked
before leaving after Sunday worship.
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