
 
 

Midweek Devotion 

May 27, 2020 

 

Welcome: In preparation for the celebration of Pentecost this coming Sunday we 

consider tonight the work of the Holy Spirit of God. 

Come into God’s presence this night. May you find peace in the music. May 

you be strengthened by the lyrics of our opening hymn. 

 

God’s Word: 1 Corinthians 2:6-13 

Song of blessing: “Holy Spirit Living Breath of God” - Keith & Kristyn Getty 

https://youtu.be/kDYjn-YdnD4 

God’s Word: John 15:26 – 16:15 (The Work of the Spirit)  

Home Study 

Join me as we refresh ourselves on what Jesus shared with His disciples as He was 

preparing to leave them and return to the Father.  In the reading from John tonight we 

hear the promise of an ‘advocate – a helper, defender, counselor’ whom Jesus will send 

from the Father.  This advocate will testify on Jesus’ behalf, and the disciples are called 

to testify to Jesus as well for they have been with Him during His ministry.  Jesus goes 

on to share what the ‘work’ of the Spirit is to be – He is the Spirit of truth and He will guide 

https://youtu.be/kDYjn-YdnD4


into all truth.  He proceeds from the Father and is sent by the Son.  The Spirit is the third 

person of the Trinity – One God in three persons. The living breath of God at work in 

believers! 

This is our ‘credo’ – our belief.  It is professed each time we speak the Apostle’s Creed.   

This is the faith in which we baptize, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit!  The Father is Creator and Provider. The Son redeems us – has won our 

salvation.  But what of the Spirit?  Let us look at the meaning found in Luther’s small 

Catechism for the 3rd article of the Creed.  For some this will take you back, and for some 

this may be the first time you have read it – may it be blessing for all. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Apostle’s Creed – 3rd Article and Meaning 

(Concerning Sanctification) 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic [Christian] church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

What does this mean?  

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 

come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with 

His gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in the true faith.  

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church 

on earth, and preserves it in unity with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  

In this Christian church He daily forgives abundantly all my sins and the sins of all 

believers; and at the last day, He will raise me and all the dead and will grant everlasting 

life to me and all who believe in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Coles Notes version is that ‘the Holy Spirit of God calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies 

and keeps me and the whole Christian Church in faith to the end!’  But what does that 

mean and why does it matter? Is it just ‘churchy’ words or the power of God at work in my 

life? 

The Holy Spirit is God.  He instructed the prophets and teachers of the Old Testament 

and was poured out (as promised by Jesus) on the Apostle’s on the Day of Pentecost. 

He inspired the Holy Scriptures and is always at work to be sure the Word is proclaimed. 

He comes to us through the Word of God and the means of grace – Baptism and Holy 

Communion. The work of the Holy Spirit is to create and sustain faith in us, calling us 



through the Gospel and ‘enlightening’ us His gifts – the gifts of showing us our sinful 

condition and leading us to repentance through the law and to faith through the gospel 

(good news of Jesus).  We acknowledge our sin and desire to be forgiven and to grow in 

our walk with the Lord because the Holy Spirit dwells in us and is at work in us – read the 

Corinthians reading again.  It is the Holy Spirit that enables us to know God and all 

spiritual things.  

The Holy Spirit’s work in us is called ‘sanctification’.  Christ made us right with God – that 

is justification. Christ has justified us with God by His blood on the cross. The Spirit works 

in us daily so that we are not content in our sin but grow in desiring to do God’s will and 

walk according to God’s word in our daily living. We are forgiven sinners, something those 

outside the Church do not understand. The Spirit’s work is a gradual process of 

transformation, lifelong.  How do you stay physically healthy?  You know the answer.  

How do you stay spiritually healthy?  You chew daily on the word of God, you come to 

the Lord’s table, you confess your sins and you believe, trust and are confident in God’s 

forgiveness as you live out a life of serving and loving in Jesus’ name.  This is the Spirit 

at work in you and it is indeed quite the daily ‘work-out’!   

Be assured that our good works do not save us, Christ has done that! However good 

works do and must follow faith - as it’s fruit. Christ has called us to bear abundant fruit. 

How can we claim to be followers of Christ and not do as Christ calls us to do?  This is 

our calling as the Church – to baptize, to teach, to witness to Christ and to use the gifts 

given each of us, by the Holy Spirit, so that we can share the Good News, serve others 

and grow the Kingdom of God.   

This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday – the birthday of the Christian Church!  The Gospel this 

Sunday is from John 7:37-39.  We hear, ‘out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 

living water’.  Jesus is speaking here of the Spirit which believers in Him were to receive.  

We have received the Holy Spirit of God in our baptism, and through the power of the 

Gospel.  Out of our hearts flow rivers of living water.  What does living water do?  Grows 

things, gives life, refreshes, renews, restores.  The Spirit of the living God dwells in you 

and in me – we are the Church, the Body of Christ!  Think on that. Pray on that.  

Paul’s words in Corinthians are for us today, ‘Now we have received not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on 

us by God.’ Pray for the boldness and vision to use our gifts together, that we may flood 

the world with ‘living water’ – for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  

 
Song of Purpose: “Thrive” – Casting Crowns 

https://youtu.be/E1HYjyW57Lg 

 

Devotion by Pastor Maggie Theiss. 2020. 

https://youtu.be/E1HYjyW57Lg


Pentecost Sunday – Plan a ‘Church’ Birthday Party! 

How might you and your family celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and lift praise and 

glory to Jesus’ name?  Brainstorm. Celebrate with thanksgiving and purpose. Consider 

sharing pics or videos with our faith family as we praise God together yet apart!  

Ideas 

❖ Share a birthday cake with candles and singing. 

❖ Read Acts 2 as a family – talk about it. 

❖ Anonymously serve someone in need, be sure to leave a message that shares 

Christ’s love.  

❖ Tie Red Balloons in your front yard, on a tree, etc.  

❖ Learn a song about the Holy Spirit and sing it joyfully!  

❖ Wear Red and share with someone why you are wearing red – the colour of fire, 

of power, of passionate faith and trust in Jesus! 

❖ Make headbands and wear them for worship!  

❖ Donate an additional offering, chosen as a          

family, to help the work of the Church. 

❖ Fly a kite and marvel at the power of the wind.  Think about/talk about the power 

of God in your life. 

 

Note:   If you wish to do more study on the work of the Holy Spirit check out Luther’s 

Large Catechism, and the Book of Concord.   

 


