
 

 Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

First Sunday in Christmas 
December 26th 2021  

 

Prelude: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (Instrumental) 
  “The Huron Carol” (Instrumental) 
 

Invocation:           
L: Merry Christmas! We gather on the First Sunday in the Christmas season to worship in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. Merry Christmas! 
L: We continue to raise our voices in praise and rejoicing for the Lord is come! 
C: The Lord is come! Amen. 
 

Carol of Proclamation:    “Joy to the World” 
 

*Confession of Sin and Forgiveness:  

L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

C:  Make us alert and ready for Christ’s return.  
L: In preparation for His coming again; we come repentant and confessing, 
C:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live 

for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may confess 
our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination) 

L: Gracious God,   
C:  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and 

left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

L:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Video:  “The Wonder of Peace” 
 

Children’s Story            Brianna  
 

God’s Word: Colossians 3:12-17 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 
 

Carol of Reconciliation:   “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentleman” 
 



Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-33 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy 
to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.  
 

Special Music:     “Once So Long Ago” 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:34-35 
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  
 

Song of Truth:     “Always Good” 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:36-40 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and 
began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was 
upon him. 
 

Video:     “Still the Light of the World” 
 

Christmas Prayer             
L: Heavenly Father, we remember this day the faith of Stephen, a Deacon in Your Church and the first 

witness to lose his life proclaiming the good news of Jesus. We give thanks for his courage and 
faithfulness in the face of opposition, anger, and attack. It has been a difficult and divisive year for all 
people around the world, in our country, province, community, congregation and even in our own 
families. There is much fear in our world. Encourage us with Your perfect love which casts out all fear. 
Give to us courage like Stephen’s so that when we meet opposition because of the name of Christ, we 
may have the faith to see in each other a person for whom Christ died, a person of immense value to 
God. Help us to pray for each other daily, desiring not our own way but seeking the way of Christ to find 
a path forward together.  Make us kind Lord, make us kind.  

C: Fan the flame of faith You have given to us by the power of Your Holy Spirit working through 
Your Word and Your sacraments, that we may carry the light of Christ into the world each day 
and share the healing strength of His forgiving love. Make us kind Lord, make us kind. Amen. 

 

Carol of Stillness:   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 



 

Christmas Prayer: 
L: Holy Spirit, pour out upon us anew the spirit of wisdom and understanding, of power and might, of 

discernment and gentleness. May we know real joy in the presence of the Lord. We remember the 
innocents whose lives were lost because of the paranoia of King Herod. Keep us from a spirit of warring 
aggression. We lift all who suffer for the name of Christ asking that they may know His peace in each 
circumstance.  

C: We pray for that same peace to keep our hearts and minds strong in faith, eager to worship You, 
and faithful in service of our neighbour, stranger, and friend. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction:   Simeon’s Prayer of Thanksgiving Luke 2:29-32  
L: “Master, now You are dismissing Your servant in peace, according to Your Word; for my eyes have seen 

Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
C: a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to Your people Israel.” 
 

Carol of Joy:     “Jesus is Alive” 
 

Dismissal 
L: Merry Christmas! We go in peace, loving and serving the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. Merry Christmas. 

*Confession and Forgiveness of Sin taken from With One Voice 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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