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"God of hope, I look to you with 

an open heart and yearning 

spirit. During this Advent 

season, I will keep alert and 

awake, listening for your word 

and keeping to your precepts. 

My hope is in you." ~ Matthew 

Kelly  
 

Advent blessings are prayed 

for you my sisters and brothers 

in Christ! 

 

Advent is perhaps my 

favourite season of the year. It 

is short yet filled with 

expectant hope, honest 

reflection, and sorrowful 

contrition. A time for deeper 

devotional moments in God’s 

Word and with our families. 

That is what the season of 

Advent is meant to be. This 

season in the Church year is 

marked by waiting, 

preparation and repentance 

fueled by expectant longing for 

Christ to return. We do this as 

we joyfully celebrate His birth, 

coming to be Emmanuel, God 

with us!  

 

In the 6th century the Roman 

Christians developed this 

season to help Christians focus 

on the end of days and the 

return of King Jesus in power 

and glory as He promised. It 

was designed to help 

believers take their faith 

seriously. Did they mean 

what they said in their creeds? 

Did they believe what God’s 

Word said regarding Christ’s 

return? Did they live as 

though they took it seriously? 

Now ask yourself and be 

honest - do you?  

 

I wonder if believers really 

think about Christ’s return. 

As God’s people living in a 

broken and sin damaged 

world we should be longing 

for His return and what that 

will mean for us as He ‘makes 

all things new’. Have you 

ever asked yourself, “is it 

today that my Lord will 

return?” I know that I am 

often guilty of not living in 

this eager watchfulness. I 

sometimes even fear that day 

coming because of my own 

sinfulness or sense of 

unreadiness. Doubts intrude 

and Satan whispers.  

 

Are we ready for Christ to 

return?  How often do you 

consider if you are ready? Do 

we live each day as ‘Christ’s 

bride’ awaiting the arrival of 

her Groom? Ponder awhile 

how a bride prepares for her 

wedding day. Close your eyes 

and picture her entering the 

church. All eyes are on her, 
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but her eyes are on her 

groom. Breathless joy in 

being united, for the day 

has arrived! We are indeed 

ready for Christ has made 

us so in our baptisms and 

through the Holy Spirit at 

work through God’s 

Word. Christ tells us the 

way to be ready when He 

says in John 8:31-32, 

“abide in my word … and 

you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you 

free. Christ is The Truth 

that sets us free and makes 

us ready. We are His and 

He is ours - so we are 

ready no matter our 

feelings. 

 

The early Church was so 

sure of Christ’s imminent 

return and focused on it 

that they coined the 

greeting, “Maranatha” 

which means Come, Lord 

Jesus. Years passed 

without His return and in 

the Middle Ages the 

Church shifted the Advent 

focus to the celebration of 

Christ’s birth, to 

Christmas. The Advent 

wreath that we use each 

Sunday as we light the 

candles of HOPE, 

PEACE, JOY, and Love 

was created by a Lutheran 

minister in Germany in 

1839. He worked with 

children at a mission and 
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  wanted a visible teaching tool 

that could guide them through 

a time of waiting and 

anticipation. He made it out of 

a wheel from a cart. It had 20 

red candles, one to be lit each 

day, and 4 white candles for 

the Sundays in Advent. The 

circle symbolized God’s 

unending love for His world. 

The evergreens a reminder of 

life that stays even in winter.  

The Advent wreath and daily 

devotional time is an excellent 

way to look back and 

remember the prophecies and 

promises of a Saviour that 

God gave to the Israelite 

people. They longed for the 

Messiah to come. As we read 

God’s promises to them 

through the prophets we can 

identify with their waiting, 

longing, and living each day 

with expectation. We can also 

imagine their doubts and 

frustration as year after year 

passed and yet the Messiah did 

not come. Until He did 

Galatians 4:4-7 says, “But 

when the fullness of time had 

come, God sent forth His Son, 

born of a woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who 

were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as 

sons.” 

 

God acted in the ‘fullness of 

time’ and sent us Jesus, the 

great love of God in the cry of 

a babe.” God will act again in 

His time and Jesus will return. 

Jesus clearly says that we will 

not know when that day may 

be but that we should be alert 

and awake. The nation of 

Israel kept alert by looking 

back to God’s gracious acts 

for them. They remembered 
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the Passover and the Exodus 

when God freed them from 

slavery and led them forth to be 

His people. They called on Him 

to act again and send the 

Messiah even as they observed 

Sabbath week after week, kept 

Torah, (the Law), sacrificed 

and prayed, watching, and 

waiting.  

 

Today, as members of Christ’s 

Church we do the same. We 

walk through the Church year 

looking back to God’s gracious 

act in Bethlehem and on 

Calvary. We rejoice in the 

empty tomb, God freeing us 

from the power of sin and 

death. And as we begin a new 

season of Advent, we 

remember the longing of the 

people of Israel as we celebrate 

the fulfillment they received 

when the Messiah was born. 

We can know that fulfillment 

for we have been given faith to 

know Christ as Saviour and 

Lord. At the same time, we 

remember Jesus’ promises to 

return. A time of longing, of 

alertness and readiness is what 

Advent is all about. A time to 

square our shoulders and lift 

our eyes in eager anticipation 

of the fulfillment of Christ’s 

promise.  
 

 In Christ’s HOPE,  

Pastor Maggie 
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“Longing and Fulfullment” 
      

 November 30th & December 7th  

6:30pm  
  Have you ever considered that the theme of longing and 

 fulfillment which runs throughout God’s Word is also to 

  be found in every story told in literature, in film, in poetry and prose that moves our 

hearts, our minds and our spirits?  Our two-part Advent mid-week series entitled Advent: 

Longing and Fulfillment will explore this very thing. Making use of Youth Voices, 

God’s prophecies and fulfillment and clips from modern Christmas movies that have 

captured us we will explore how this theme continues to draw people to the One for whom 

they long whether they know it or not; the One who has come down to this world in great 

sacrificial love to fulfill every longing heart. Join us and invite a friend or family member 

to come too. 
__________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

.  

 In this service we will be sharing Christmas legends from other Countries that points 

to Christ. They could be picture(s), ornament, traditional outfit, song etc. 
 

Watch the TLC Connections and the website for more information. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

For more information on anything going on at Trinity please see our website 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

 

 

 
 

 

Responding in trust 

and faith please 

remember the 

following ways of 

supporting your 

church. 
 

1. E-Transfer:  

tlcoffering@gmail.co

m (no password 

required) 

2. Auto Debit:  Contact 

the church office to 

receive a form to fill 

out. 

3. Snail Mail:  Mail your 

cheque to 811 Cassils 

Road W, Brooks, AB, 

T1R 0E4 

 

 

 

 

 

December 14 at 6:30pm 
 

A service of healing and hope 
 Feeling “blue” this Christmas? Have you lost someone, or 

they cannot be with you over the holidays? You are not 

alone. Join us in person for this midweek candlelight 

Worship service. 

 

Christmas Around the World 

Sunday December 11 

In 10:00am Worship 
 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord 

 -Luke 2:11 

customs or  
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Youth age 14 up 
December 2nd  

Meet at 6:30am  

We will be heading to the Shoebox Warehouse 

processing Center. There we will help get the boxes 

organized and prepared for transport. There is 

limited space, your spot will be held when you get 

turn in the volunteer release form available at the 

office or under events on the website. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday Morning Youth @9am 
Grade 8up 

 

We will be studying: 

“All About Angels: A Biblical Look at God’s 

Messengers” 
 Did you Know?  

• The Scripture contains over 300 references to 

angels or angelic creatures of God. 69% of North 

Americans polled believe in angels. 

• Four categories exist in biblical references, ‘actual 

encounters; ‘visions and dreams’; “the angel of the 

Lord”; and ‘comments about angelic work and 

activity.’ 

Angels exist. Our culture depicts angels and angelic 

activity in ways that are purely unbiblical. What do 

angels do? Who created them? Where did halo’s come 

from?  What is an angels purpose? What is their place in 

God’s plan?  

Using Scripture, movie depictions, literature, history, 

and folk tales we will explore the truth and the fallacy 

about angels.   
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Confirmation Class 
 

November 30 & December 7 we will meet at 

5:45pm with Worship beginning at 6:30pm. 
 

Classes will resume January 11th at 4:30pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

Our woman’s ministries are breaking for 

the season of Advent. 

Trinity Lutheran Women meetings, 

Quilting and Agape 

 will resume again in January. 
 
 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
______________________ 

Transition Team  

Update and Discussion with the 

Congregation 

Trinity’s Transition Team is inviting you to a short 

presentation and discussion to be held on January 

15th, 2023 immediately following our church 

service. The Team has been in the process of calling 

a second pastor to our congregation for the past three 

years, and asks that you would participate in a 

discussion – “Where do we need to go from here?” 

The Team has prepared four options for review. 

Your input at this meeting will help the Transition 

Team to formulate a recommendation that will be a 

part of our Annual General Meeting early in 

February.  

We ask that you continue to hold the Transition 

Team and our work in your prayers, and please plan 

to attend this important meeting with your ideas and 

suggestions. 

Thank you! 

Leona Ferguson, Chair of Transition Team   

 

Youth Stuff Trinity Lutheran Women 
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December 04  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Jorja H 
Lector:   Anne M 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Steve  
Video:   Hazel  
Worship Assistant: Steve Trembecki 
Ushers:  Pete & Patty Green 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10 Romans 15:4-13  

 

December 07  6:30 pm  
Acolyte/Lector:  Confirmands 
Sound:   Doug  
Video:   Ryan 
 

December 11  10:00 am  
Acolyte:  Nathan H 
Lector:   Kristen N 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Vince 
Video:   Ryan 
Worship Assistant: Brent Altwasser 
Ushers:  Elgersma Family 
Scripture Readings:  Isaiah 35:1-10 James 5:7-11 
 

December 14  6:30 pm – Blue Christmas 
Acolyte:  Cole A 
Lector:   Leona F 
Sound:   Doug 
Video:   Hazel 
Ushers:  Leona F/Anne M 
Scripture Readings:  TBD 
 

December 18  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Cody H 
Lector:   Hush R 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Nathan   
Video:   Randy 
Worship Assistant: Val Deunk 
Ushers:  Altwasser Family 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 7:10-17 Romans 1:1-7 
 

 

 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES  

December 24  5:00 pm  
Acolyte:  Kane H 
Lector:   Mark A 
Storyteller:  Brianna  
Sound:   Jorja 
Video:   Jorja/ Cole & Mark 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:   Brad & Kristen Niznik  
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14 1 John 4:7-16 

  
December 24  7:00 pm  
Acolyte:  Jason T 
Lector:   Val D 
Sound:   Vince 
Video:   Hazel 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:   Ryan & Shannon Andrews  
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14 1 John 4:7-16 

 
December 25  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Hush R 
Lector:   Mona E 
Sound:   Doug 
Video:   Randy 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:   Thian & Rozelle Muller  
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 52:7-10 Hebrews 1:1-6(7-12) 
 
 
 
Garnet Altwasser  Dec 10 
George Henderson  Dec 20 
Merlin Skanderup  Dec 26 
Stan Zahn   Dec 29 
Carter Curran   Dec 31 
 
 
 
 
Dennis & Dina Boyd  Dec. 01 
Michael & Jill Hooke  Dec. 12 
Michael & Jenaye Reid  Dec 12 
Thian & Rozelle Muller  Dec 21 
Pete & Patty Green  Dec. 23 
Lindsey & Sharon Reid  Dec. 27 
Bill & Rhea Lynne Anderson Dec. 30 
 
If you would like to have your anniversary included in the 
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office. 

 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER SENIORS’ BIRTHDAYS 
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~ December 2022 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
         
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

1 
 
7:00pm Mens Bible 
Study 
 
 
8:00 pm AA 

  

2 
 
6:30am Youth Leave 
for Shoebox  

 
 

 

3 
 

Pastor Maggie off 
 
 
 
 

 

4 
  

9:00am Education Hour 
 

10:00am Worship with 
Communion 
 

  
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

5 
 
Office Closed  
 
6:30pm Membership 
Class 
 
 
 

6 
 

 
 
10:00am Communion 
at Newbrook 
11:00am Communion 
at Orchard 
 

8:00 pm AA 

7 
 
 
 

5:45pm Confirmation 
 

6:30pm Midweek 
Advent 
 

7:00 pm Alanon 
 

8 
 
 
9:00am NCC meeting 
 

7:00pm Mens Bible 
Study 
8:00 pm AA  

9 
 
Pastor Maggie off 

 
 
 

10 
 
Pastor Maggie off 

 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
 
9:00am Ed Hour 
 

10:00 am Worship  
 

11:30am Lunch 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

 

12 

 
Office Closed  
 
Pastor Maggie off 

 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
 10:00am Communion 
at Newbrook 
11:00am Communion 
at Orchard Manor 
 

7:00pm Council 
meeting 
 

8:00 pm AA 

14 
1 

 
 

 
 

6:30pm Blue Christmas 
 

7:00 pm Alanon 
 
 

15 
 

 
 
7:00pm Mens Bible 
Study 
 
8:00 pm AA  

16 
 
Pastor Maggie off 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
Pastor Maggie off 

 
 
 

18 
 
9:00am Ed Hour 
 

10:00 am Worship 
with Communion  
 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

 

19 
 

Office Closed 
 
Pastor Maggie off 

 
 
 

 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

21 
 
 
 

 
 

 7:00 pm Alanon 
 

 

22 
 

 
 
 

7:00pm Mens Bible 
Study 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

23 

 
 

 
 
 

24 

 
5:00pm Christmas 
Eve Worship 
 
7:00pm Christmas 
Eve Worship 
 

25 

 
 

10:00 am Worship 
with Communion  
 
 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service  

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

27 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 
 

 

28 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

7:00 pm Alanon 

 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00pm AA 

 

30 
 

Pastor Maggie off 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
Pastor Maggie off 
 
 
 

 

Communion Sundays: December 4, 18 & 25 

Office Closed until January 2nd 

Pastor Maggie away until January ??? 


