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What does it mean to ‘keep 

Christ in Christmas’? 

Wait for it … Advent! This 

was our opening for 

children’s story a few years 

back and the kids eagerly 

joined in the anticipation of 

whispering, “wait for it … 

wait for it … wait for it …” 

and then shouting with joy 

‘ADVENT’! This is how the 

season of Advent is designed 

– for anticipation, and 

expectant waiting. We hear 

the whispers of the prophets 

sharing God’s promises of 

hope to His people through 

the ages. We remember the 

perseverance and endurance 

of God’s people as they 

waited age upon age for God 

to fulfill His promise of a 

Messiah, a Saviour; and the 

peace they were given to 

faithfully trust God’s Word. 

We agonize as we realize that 

God went silent for over 400 

years, it steals one’s breath to 

consider what that must have 

been like for the people. And 

then … wait for it … wait for 

it … the joy of Christ’s 

coming in God’s gift of love 

come down for sinful people! 

The Word made flesh; 

Emmanuel means ‘God with 

us’. 

Christmas is ‘Christ’s mass’. 

The word, mass has cloudy 

origin but in essence is a 

worship service where 

Christians proclaim that 

Christ died for sinners and 

then rose from the dead. We 

really celebrate Holy Week 

when we celebrate 

‘Christmas’. At the heart of 

the matter to ‘keep Christ in 

Christmas’ is to journey 

through Advent 

acknowledging our sin while 

living obediently in God’s 

fulfilled promises as we wait 

expectantly for Christ to 

come again. We can then 

celebrate the newborn babe of 

Bethlehem as the One come 

into the world to die for 

sinners thereby conquering 

the power of sin, death, and 

the devil! I wonder how many 

of us really think about that 

when we post, ‘keep Christ in 

Christmas’ on our social 

media page. Without Good 

Friday and Easter Sunday 

Christmas is nothing more 

than a huge birthday party for 

a dead man! A member told 

me that years ago and it stuck 

because it is true. It is easy 

to say ‘keep Christ in 

Christmas’. The hard 

question for me and for 

you is what does that look 

like in our lives?  

As citizens in the kingdom 

of God where Christ is 

King, Lord, and Saviour, 

we walk out of step with 

the world around us and it 

is no different when it 

comes to Christmas. 

Worship in the month of 

December draws us to 

focus on why the world 

needs Christmas. We 

discipline ourselves in 

worship to walk through a 

season of repentance and 

alert preparation for Christ 

to come again. We begin 

with a dark Advent wreath 

and the light grows slowly 

dispelling the darkness 

and showing the way to 

the manger. Each week we 

receive a word to ponder 

and explore – hope, peace, 

joy, and love, God’s 

promises in Christ to a 

sinful world still today. 

This is truth whether the 

world believes it or not. 

What does this truth mean 

for you today? How does it 

help you live as God’s 

child, as a person of faith 
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in an ever increasingly 

faithless world? Ask 

yourself, ‘how do I ‘keep 

Christ in Christmas all 

year’? 

I invite you this year to be 

intentional in your desire 

to keep Christ in 

Christmas for yourself 

and for your family. Begin 

by knowing you can only 

do this by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Ask for that 

power in prayer each 

morning and then trusting 

the Spirit is with you as He 

has promised to be you can 

witness to Christ in word 

and deed. Actively prepare 

your hearts through 

confession and hearing 

God’s words of 

forgiveness and life. 

Spend more time in 

worship, in God’s word, in 

prayer and thanksgiving 

not less as you journey 

through Advent. Actively 

live out your faith in 

loving response to God 

and in service to your 

neighbour. If a gift is not 

bought, a tree not up, 

baking not done but a hand 

is held, a child is 

comforted, a prodigal is 

welcomed – there is 

Christmas! Pray for God 

to lead you to where He 

would have you shine the 

light of His love. Risk 

engaging in a meaningful 

conversation with a friend, 

co-worker, family 

member or stranger about 

Attention Confirmation Families  
 

Advent is upon us beginning Sunday, November 28th. 

Today is our last class session until the new year. We 

will resume class on Wednesday, January 5, 2022 

@ 4:30 

As is our custom we will be holding mid-week 

Advent worships with some NEW tweaks – please 

read carefully. These services are part of our 

Confirmation learning journey.  

Confirmation youth are asked to be here at 5 p.m. on 

Wednesday, Dec. 1&8 to prepare for leading in 

worship. Services will be at 6:00 p.m. this year and 

will not be live streamed which allows more 

freedom in making use of videos/music. 

Wednesday, Dec. 15th 6:30 p.m. will be a “Blue 

Christmas” candlelight worship designed for those in 

our community grieving/struggling. Families are 

welcome to attend but the Confirmands will not be 

involved in the leadership.  

Wednesday, Dec. 22nd at 6:00 p.m. all families are 

invited to gather at Ropp’s Farm on the Duchess 

Highway for a Family Campfire/Worship, 

“Something S’mores…”  with Hot dogs, s’mores, 

caroling, (maybe wagon rides). We will share the 

Christmas story, carols, and prayers under the night 

sky. (Bad weather alternative will be to meet at the 

Church) More info to follow. Please mark your 

calendar – this is something new we are trying, and 

YOU can make it better by your families presence and 

involvement.   

Please note in the Trinity Times/Sunday 

slides/REMIND that we are hosting a “Service/Fun 

Gathering” on Sun. Dec. 12, 11:30-2:00 p.m. for 

our Middler’s &Confirmands. The older kids 

mentoring the younger. See you there! 

If you have questions please speak to a Board of Ed 

member or Pastor Maggie! God’s blessings on your 

family as you seek to make Advent & Christmas a 

faith journey! 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

  We would like to thank our 

faith family for the support and 

prayers while Colin was sick. 

The power of prayer is 

amazing. 

 Colin & Charlene Musgrove 

 

what it means to ‘keep 

Christ in Christmas’! 

Share the good news of a 

God who loves sinners so 

much He gave His only Son 

to die for them and to live in 

them that they might know 

healing, love, light in their 

darkest of times! Hope, 

Peace, Joy and Love are 

God’s gifts to us in Christ – 

may our journey reflect our 

thankfulness. 

May your Advent be 

blessed with a deepening 

awareness of what it means 

to live in the kingdom of 

God, and may you know the 

light of ‘Christ’s mass’ all 

year through!  

In the abiding love of 

Christ, Pastor Maggie 
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     November 27th at 2:00pm 
 All women young and young at heart  are 

  welcome to join us as we prepare our hearts 

  and minds for the coming of the Savior 
  

 

 There will also be season quilted items on  

 display for sale 

 We will be following all current AHS 

guidelines. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Midweek Family Advent Worship at 6:00pm 
 

   December 1 “The Grinch had heart trouble” 

   December 8 “The Witness of the Who’s!” 
 

Come join us for a look at the infamous mean condition  

of the “Grinch” and the witness of the Who’s of  

“Whoville” - a cautionary tale of redemptive love and  

community. Using video clips, hymns, carols, God’s  

Word and our Youth VOICES we will take an Advent 

 journey together! May we grow in seeing both our 

 need and our Saviour, whose birth we celebrate. 

  This is geared for the whole family. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

December 15th at 6:30pm 
 

     Feeling “blue” this Christmas?  

    Have you lost someone or they cannot be  

    with you over the holidays? You are not alone. 

    Join us in person for this midweek candlelight  

    Worship service. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

December 22nd at 6:00pm Carols & Devotion  

at Ropp’s Farm (weather alternative is the church) 
 

Family Advent fun for all ages including YOUTH. Come 

 and bring your family with you. Campfire, wagon rides, 

 Glow in the Dark fun, hot dogs and s’mores. 

 Dress WARM. 
 

 

 
 

 

Responding in trust 

and faith please 

remember the 

following ways of 

supporting your 

church. 
 

1. E-Transfer:  

tlcoffering@gmail.c

om (no password 

required) 

2. Auto Debit:  

Contact the church 

office to receive a 

form to fill out. 

3. Snail Mail:  Mail 

your cheque to 811 

Cassils Road W, 

Brooks, AB, T1R 

0E4 
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Join us after Worship 
We will be playing games, doing a service project 

and more! Please join us grade 5-9 are all welcome. 

We will be doing a pizza lunch so please bring $5 if 

you are able. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Senior Youth/Young Adult Study 
for Grades 9 & up 

Sunday December 5th @ 12:30-3pm 
Come to Trembecki’s for some winter fun and get 

started on this intriguing study. Dress for the weather 

and BYOB (bring  your own Bible) 
 

Intro to “Deceived by Light: The Truth about the 

End Times” 

 “who does not change like shifting shadows” 

– James 1:16-18 

Have you ever wondered: 

• “What will eternity be like”?” “How will the 

world end”? “Will the world end?” 

• “How do you read Revelation”? “How do you 

live as a believer in Christ”? 

• “Who are the dragon, the beast, and the 

prostitute?” Say what? 

• “Where is Jesus Christ in all of this strange 

stuff?” 

If you have, then do I have a study for you! 

(Even if you haven’t cause now you are thinking 

about it.). Pastor Maggie 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Gym Fun at the Rec Center 

Grade 5 up 

December 21st @1-3pm 
 

Join Lauren and friends for some fun skills and 

maybe even a game. All skill levels are welcome. 

Bring your kids to get rid of some of that Christmas 

energy. 

 

 
 

 
 

Witness His Majesty 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 

5:00pm - Family Candlelight Service 
 

7:00pm - Traditional Candlelight Service 

 

It’s hard to imagine what it must’ve been like to 

encounter the One who was foretold by prophets and 

arrived as a baby in a manger. In the series, Witness 

His Majesty, the story of Christ’s miraculous birth is 

told by people who saw Him firsthand, like Joseph, a 

wise man, and the innkeeper’s son, as well as by 

Mary’s mother and a shepherd’s wife, who had to 

believe without yet seeing Jesus for themselves. 

______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Want an activity for the kids the week before 

Christmas? They can join Jorja for a Christmas 

movie and then some Christmas fun and a secret gift. 

 

Age 4 – Grade 1 at 10:00-11:30am 

Grade 2-5 at 1:00-3:00pm 
 

Contact Jorja or the office with any questions. 

Youth Stuff 
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“Therefore let us be 

grateful for receiving a 

Kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, and thus let us 

offer to God acceptable 

worship, with reverence 

and awe …” – Hebrews 

12:28 

 

Voice of the 

Martyrs (VOM) 
On Christ the King 

Sunday we reflected on 

Jesus’ words in the 

Sermon on the Mount 

telling His listeners 

(words still true for us in 

2021) that they are 

“blessed” when they face 

persecution of any manner 

for His name’s sake. The 

concept of suffering or 

persecution as a blessing 

is completely foreign in 

our culture and yet is 

completely scriptural. We 

go to great lengths to 

avoid suffering and we 

cannot begin to 

comprehend the type of 

persecution our brothers 

and sisters around the 

world face for believing in 

Christ as Lord and 

Saviour. It is good to 

wrestle with and ponder 

what it means that “…they 

(the disciples) left the 

presence of the council, 

rejoicing that they were 

counted worthy to suffer 

dishonour for the name 

(of Christ).” Acts 5:41 

Read all of Acts 5 -ponder 

and pray. 

Voice of the Martyrs 

(VOM) was founded by 

Klaas and Nellie Brobbel 

with Pastor Richard 

Wurmbrand who endured 

14 years in a communist 

prison because of his faith 

in Christ. Sabina, his wife, 

kept the home fires 

burning and the mission of 

the Gospel going in his 

absence.  

 

The “Ministry Purposes” 

of VOM(Canada) are as 

follows: 

1. To encourage and 

empower Christians 

to fulfill the Great 

Commission. 

2. To give relief to 

families of Christian 

martyrs. 

3. To undertake projects 

of encouragement, 

helping persecuted 

Christians rebuild 

their lives and 

witness. 

4. To equip persecuted 

Christians to love and 

lead their enemies 

(persecutors) to 

Christ. 

5. To promote the 

fellowship of all 

Christian believers. 

6. To infuse, distribute 

and exhibit to the 

Canadian church 

constituency the faith 

and witness of those 

Christians in the 

world who are 

persecuted for Christ. 

7. To give voice to those 

Christians whose cries 

of pain and 

proclamation of praise 

would otherwise go 

unheard. 

 

I shared in my message 

that I would put 

information in the 

December Trinity Times 

on ways that you can be 

engaged in supporting 

persecuted and suffering 

sisters and brothers 

around the world. Here is 

the link to VOM Canada, 

www.vomcanada.com  

 

I encourage you when you 

visit their website to 

follow the links to the “As 

You Pray…” page where 

you will find various 

Bible passages from the 

New Testament that 

directly speak to the needs 

of the persecuted Church 

today. Also follow the 

links to their ‘Advocacy 

Guide’ on writing simple 

letters of encouragement 

to people suffering for 

Christ’s sake. There are 

guidelines for safety and 

practical helps needed. 

Finally, I leave you with 

three immediate ways you 

can help. PRAY. SEND 

BIBLES. SHARE the 

stories of those suffering.  

In light of the recent 

political takeover 

Afghanistan is a place of 

deep fear and uncertainty 

right now, especially for 

those who bear the name 

of Christ. VOM team 

members currently 

serving there share the 

following words from the 

Afghan people. 

 

“We don’t live – we die 

every day. Please don’t 

forget to pray for us. The 

only thing still alive in us 

is God.” 

“At night I look at the stars 

and cry, asking Jesus to 

bring peace.”  

 

“Before, when I had a heart 

of stone, I didn’t care. Now 

Jesus gave me a heart of 

flesh; and, oh, it hurts so 

much for my people!”  

 

“Love brings both joy and 

pain; now love hurts as we 

care for our people”.  

 

People of Trinity, as we 

begin our Advent journey 

with the Candle of Hope let 

us hear the words of Psalm 

130:7 as the psalmist 

encouraged the nation of 

Israel to “hope in the Lord! 

For with the Lord there is 

steadfast love and with him 

is great power to redeem”. 

May this be our 

encouragement and prayer 

for the nation of 

Afghanistan, for Canada, for 

the nations of the world, that 

HOPE will be found in 

Christ who alone redeems, 

restores, and loves!  

 

In the powerful name of 

Christ, Pastor Maggie  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Voice of the Martyrs information referenced in Christ the King Worship 

http://www.vomcanada.com/
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  Trinity Lutheran 

Church 
 

 

811 Cassils Road W 

Brooks, AB  T1R 0E4 

 

PHONE: 

(403) 362-4259 

 

E-MAIL: 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

 

 

 

Follow us: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church Brooks AB 

 

  trinity_brooks_ab 
 

 
 

“Serve Christ our Lord by 

welcoming, equipping  

& sending disciples” 
 

 

Trinity Times 
 

The next deadline is  
October 29, 2020. 

 

 
 
 
Dennis & Dina Boyd  Dec. 01 
Michael & Jill Hooke  Dec. 12 
Michael & Jenaye Reid  Dec 12 
Thian & Rozelle Muller  Dec 21 
Pete & Patty Green  Dec. 23 
Lindsey & Sharon Reid  Dec. 27 
Bill & Rhea Lynne Anderson Dec. 30 

 
If you would like to have your anniversary included in the 
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
Garnet Altwasser Dec 10 
George Henderson Dec 20 
Merlin Skanderup Dec 26 
Stan Zahn  Dec 29 
Carter Curran  Dec 31 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER SENIORS BIRTHDAYS 

December 30, 2021 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
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December 1  6:00pm 
Acolyte:  Cole Altwasser 
Lector:   Confirmand 
Sound:   Steven Trembecki 
Video:   Lauren Trembecki 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Confirmands 
Scripture Readings:  
 

December 5  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Dylann B 
Lector:   Hush R 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Mason/Jorja 
Video:   Joey Armstrong 

Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Elgersma Family 
Scripture Readings: Malachi 3:1-3&6, Phil 1:2-11 
 

December 8  6:00 pm  
Acolyte:  Nathan Haag 
Lector:   Confirmand 
Sound:   Doug E  
Video:   Ryan S 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Confirmands 
Scripture Readings:  
 

December 12  10:00 am  
Acolyte:  Grady H 
Lector:   Garnet Altwasser 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Mason/Jorja 
Video:   Joey 
Worship Assistant: Steven Trembecki 
Ushers:   

Scripture Readings: Zeph 3:14-17, Phil  4:4-7 
 

December 15  6:30 pm  
   Blue Christmas  
Acolyte:  Micah J 
Lector:   Harold Stedel 
Sound:   Steven Trembecki 
Video:   Lauren Trembecki 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Leona F/ Anne M 
Scripture Readings:  
 

 

December 19  10:00 am  
Acolyte:  Noah M 
Lector:   Anne McMahon 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie  
Sound:   Ryan S 
Video:   Randy F 

Worship Assistant: Brent Altwasser 
Ushers:  Thian & Rozelle Muller 
Scripture Readings: Micah 5:2-5a, 1 John 4:10-19 

December 24  5:00 pm 
Acolyte:  Brett N 
Lector:   Anna Moeller 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Mason Hofer  
Video:   Joey Armstrong 
Ushers:  Brad & Kristen Niznik 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7 Titus 2:11-14 
 

December 24  7:00 pm 
Acolyte:  Cody T 
Lector:   Leona Ferguson 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Steven Trembecki  
Video:   Lauren T 
Ushers:  Brent Altwasser Family 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7 Titus 2:11-14 
 

December 25  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Levi J 
Lector:   Melanie Altwasser 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie  
Sound:   Doug E 
Video:   Randy F 
Ushers:  Steven & Tricia Trembecki 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 52:7-10 Hebrews 1:1-6(7-12) 
 

December 26  10:00  
Acolyte:  Anya Muller 
Lector:   Val Deunk 
Storyteller:  Brianna Nolan 
Sound:   Ryan Summach 
Video:   Nolan Trembecki 
Ushers:  Ryan & Shannon Andrews 
Scripture Readings: Exodus 13:1-3a ,11-15, Col 3:12-
17 
 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES 
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~ December 2021 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
5:00pm Confirmation 
 

6:00pm Midweek 
Worship 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 
 
  

2 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm AA  

3 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

 

4 
 
 

Pastor day off 
 
 

 

5 
 
10:00 am Worship 
with Communion  

 
 

12:30 am Sr Youth 
Study & Winter fun 
 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

6 
 
Office Closed  
 

7 
 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

8 
 
5:00pm Confirmation 
5:00pm  
 

6:00 pm Midweek 
Worship 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 

9 
 
 
 
5:30pm – Deacon 
Meeting 
 
8:00 pm AA  

10 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
Pastor Day off 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
10:00 am Worship  
 

11:30am Middle 
School/ Confirmation  
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

13 

 
Office Closed 
 

5:00pm Board of Ed 
 
 

 

14 
 

10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 

7:00 pm Council 
meeting 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

15 
 

6:30pm Blue Christmas 
Worship 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm AA  

17 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

18 
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 

  

19 
 
 
10:00 am Worship  
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

20 
 

10:00am –age4-gr1 
Christmas Movie & 
Craft 
 
1:00pm- Gr2-5 
Christmas Movie & 
Craft 
 

21 
 
1:00pm- Open Gym 
Fun Gr 5up 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

22 
 
6:00pm Family Advent 
Fun 
 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 
 
 

 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

24 

Office Closed 
 
5:00pm Family 
Candlelight Worship  
 

7:00pm Traditional 
Candlelight Worship 
 
 
 

25 

 
10:00am Christmas 
Day Worship with 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
10:00 am Worship 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service  

27 
 

Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 

28 
 
Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

29 
 

Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
7:00 pm Alanon 
 
 
 

30 
 

Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
Trinity Times deadline 
 
 
8:00 pm AA 

31 
 
Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


