
 

 

Page 1 of 8 Trinity Times 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Trinity  

Times 

 
 

Inside this Issue: 

 

Upcoming Events     3 
 
Praying for Age Care 
Homes                      5 
 
Memorial Project 
Update                      6 
 
Schedule of 
Worship Volunteers      7 
 
Calendar                   8 
 

 
 

Screen fatigue? Fearing you 

may never see a warm beach 

again? Sadness in your heart 

because dear ones live on the 

other side of a border? Lost 

jobs? Homes? Graduations? 

Stuck in your parent’s 

basement? Fall/winter sports 

on hold or minimal? Months 

of separation from faith 

family and worship 

gatherings? Still uncertain 

when that may resume in 

meaningful ways for all?  

Or mourning a dear loved 

one who died without family 

close at hand. Or a loved one 

who died and proper farewell 

or closure is still on hold? 

New beginnings of marriage, 

birth of babies, careers, all 

happening in such unfamiliar 

ways? Without gathered 

friends and family? Harsh 

division in workplaces, 

schools, faith communities 

and even families on the way 

forward?  

I know I have missed many 

stressors and losses for which 

this year will be 

remembered. My heart aches 

for the deeper devastation 

still unfolding, the toll on  

marriages, families, 

businesses, churches, 

individuals, and economies is 

yet to be known. What lies 

before us in the new year 

ahead? 

Now who is ready to 

celebrate Advent & 

Christmas?   

I am in no way making light 

of the last nine months but 

rather giving a real invitation 

to look again at the words of 

Scripture so often used in the 

season we are entering.  

“But there will be no 

gloom for those who were in 

anguish…The people who 

walked in darkness have seen 

a great light; those who lived 

in a land of deep darkness – 

on them light has shined.” - 

Isaiah 9:1a,2b 

The promise given in these 

verses is that God will 

ultimately bless all nations 

through the descendant of 

David, whose rule will be 

one of everlasting justice and 

righteousness.” Further in 

Isaiah 9 we learn who this 

ruler will be in the words,  

“For a child has been 

born for us, a son given to 

us; authority rests upon 

his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.”  - 

Isaiah 9:6 

Do our hearts stir with 
hope as we remember that 
even in our darkest 
moments we are not 
alone? Are we encouraged 
by the same peace 
proclaimed to us through 
the Gospel as was 
proclaimed to shepherds 
long ago? Do we know 
‘joy’ even in the reality of 
sadness or loss? And can 
we fully grasp the gift of 
love that is ours, a love 
born in a manger so long 
ago? A love that led to the 
cross where Jesus won for 
us forgiveness and life.  
This December will be 

different.  We will not be 

gathering in the same 

ways. We will be closer to 

home. Budgets will be 

tight. Now is the time to 

accept these realities and 

prepare for the amazing 

opportunity God has in 

store for us. With so 

much else pared back or 

stripped away we can 
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approach the manger in 

whole new ways. 

Consider the following: 

❖ Advent with the 

same themes of Hope, 

Peace, Joy and Love 

will be explored and 

embraced as the candles 

are lit and God’s Word 

moves us toward the 

manger. More people 

may be able to have an 

advent journey this 

year.  

❖ The Women’s 

Advent Worship can 

still awaken the season 

for us and begin our 

journey.  Missional gift 

items will be available 

from Haiti Arise and the 

beautiful handiwork of 

our own ladies. Gifts 

that bless one and serve 

another. 

❖ Sunday mornings 

(in person and on-

line)will find us 

laughing and entering 

the Christmas story in 

whole new ways as we 

make use of the Skit 

Guy Mockumentary 

series, “The Glory of 

Christmas”. 

❖ All families 

willing to get their 

creativity going are 

invited to send in their 

‘video’ parts for our 

first ever “Virtual Good 

News from A to Z” 

Children’s Christmas 

Worship - set to air in 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Update on Trinity’s Finances 
 

At the end of October, we have a balance of 

$27,142.90 in our operating fund.  This is due in large 

part to the fact that our expenses are down 

significantly.  

 

Looking at our finances, our income is slightly less 

than it was for the same 10 months in 2019, however, 

our expenses are lower by approximately 39,000.00.    

Operating expenses are lower for several reasons – 

Pastor John retired, our janitorial expense has been 

much lower than 2019 as our building has not been 

used like it was in previous years, our utilities are less 

due to lower use of the building, we’ve had no VBS 

expenses, no Sunday School expenses, no convention 

expenses, and our worship expenses are down.  

Overall, council has been prudent with our outflow of 

cash during this difficult year. 

 

We thank God for the faithful stewards in our 

congregation - both those that provide financially, and 

those responsible for our expenses. 

_________________________________________- 

 

Giving 
 

      The Tithe Committee  would like  

  everyone to pray about what God  

  would have us consider for allocation 

of our available funds for next year. If you have any 

suggestions for local, national or international causes 

that our church could support, please share that 

information with the Tithe Committee members, John 

Dyck, Brian Berg or Sharon Reed. 

 

person and on-line on 

Dec. 20th 

❖ Christmas Eve 

Candlelight and 

Christmas Morning? We 

are open to the leading of 

the Holy Spirit of God. 

Stay tuned! 

What we do know, and 

what we will seek to share 

in as many ways as we 

possibly can is this,  

“Unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a 

Saviour, which is Christ, 

the Lord”.                 – 

Luke 2:11 

Advent ready, Pastor 

Maggie 
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     November 28th at 2:00pm 
  All women young and young at 

   heart are welcome to join us as 

   we prepare our hearts and  

  minds for His birth 
 

 

 We will be following all current AHS 

guidelines. 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The next Trinity Lutheran Church Women meeting 
will be on 

January 13th at 1:00 pm 
All ladies are invited to attend. 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Safeway / Sobeys / IGA Gift Cards 

 Purdys Chocolates 
           Missions Ministry Fundraisers 
 

Thank you to all who supported these fundraisers! They are both closed now and will 

be distributed when they arrive. 
 

If you have any question please call the office and we will do our best to answer them. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Cherub Chapel, for nursing mothers and mothers with 

young children, now requires a key code to enter.  Please 

speak to an usher if the door is closed during Sunday 

worship times.  Thank You. 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Face Masks 
According to the AHS new regulations masking in Worship 

 is now mandatory, so we ask that you all bring a mask when 

 worshipping here or attending a study. If you do not have  

one please talk to an usher and we will get one for you. 

We thank you in advance for doing in your part. 

 

 
 

 

Responding in trust 

and faith please 

remember the 

following ways of 

supporting your 

church. 
 

1. E-Transfer:  

tlcoffering@gmail.c

om (no password 

required) 

2. Auto Debit:  

Contact the church 

office to receive a 

form to fill out. 

3. Snail Mail:  Mail 

your cheque to 811 

Cassils Road W, 

Brooks, AB, T1R 

0E4 

4.  
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Deeper Study 

for Grades 9 & up 

Sundays @ 11:30am 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Confirmation Classes 

Wednesdays  

4:30-6:00pm 

Stay posted on the Remind app to see how we will be 

continuing with classes with the new AHS 

regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Virtual Good news From A to Z 

Children’s Christmas Worship 

This year our children’s service will be a little 

different. Our kids will still be involved, and we will 

get to see them but in a whole new way. 

Join us December 20th at 10am  

 

Families who will be participating your parts will 

be participating we are working on dividing up 

the parts and will have the parts to you the first 

week of December. 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 

The Glory of Christmas 

December 29, 6, 13, & 20th at 10:00am 
 

Join us we watch a rag-tag bunch of church members 

who set out to perform a Christmas play, and the 

director who tried his hardest to just keep it all 

together. Get a closer look inside the lives of the 

director and the actors playing Mary, Joseph, a 

shepherd, and a wise man. Each actor feels they're ill-

equipped to portray their assigned characters, 

reminding us that those who were part of the original 

Christmas story were flawed people, just like the rest 

of us. 

The glory of Christmas has a variety of glorious 

facets to explore. The truth that the Good Shepherd 

not only can carry you, but also wants to carry you, is 

one glorious part of the greatest story ever told.  

______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 16th at 7:00pm 

In person & online 

Feeling “blue” this Christmas? You are not alone, 

The reality of Christmas is that for Mary and Joseph, 

it was not a merry, merry Christmas. They struggled 

trying to find a room at the inn and then were 

threatened with having to go and become refugees in 

Egypt. With Mary being an unwed virgin carrying a 

child, Christmas was pretty tough. 

Youth Stuff 

Children’s Christmas 
Program 
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Not that many years ago 

as we lit the Advent 

candles, the kids and I 

enjoyed the phrase, “Wait 

for it . . . wait for it . . . 

wait for it . . . ADVENT!” 

It was fun! It was exciting 

to whisper the words, 

almost holding our breath 

and then to SHOUT – 

ADVENT!  And it was 

true! Advent is a season 

of waiting.  In 2020 it 

feels like the last 9 

months (irony) have been 

filled with too much 

waiting. Waiting for new 

updates, waiting for 

school to resume, waiting 

for events, borders, 

activities to get the okay, 

waiting for more updates 

and waiting for it all to be 

OVER!  And now we 

ENTER the season in the 

Church year designed for 

waiting?  

YES!  Advent is a season 

designed to focus us on 

our waiting, to help us 

learn to wait well. It is 

also a season of 

repentance and of 

preparation! John the 

Baptist leads the way of 

‘preparing the way of the 

Lord’.  You and I carry 

on – preparing the way 

of the Lord! Waiting for 

Jesus to fulfill His 

promise to return.  God’s 

people are experienced 

waiters!  Advent is a 

short four weeks in the 

church year where we 

hear the voices of the 

prophets of old and we 

reflect upon the stories of 

the people who lived out 

the first advent of our 

Lord.  Both call us to 

deeper self-examination 

of our hearts, purpose, 

and calling to bear the 

light of Christ today 

wherever God puts us!   

Every year in Advent I 

hear people express the 

desire for a slower pace, 

breathing room from all 

the parties, concerts, 

family dinners, shopping, 

TRADITIONS, etc. 

which are all good but can 

be exhausting! And I 

believe them. The desire 

to invest time and focus 

into the depth and beauty 

of this season of 

repentance, preparation, 

wonder and awe is real, 

AND the frantic pace of 

our world has often gotten 

in the way of that 

happening!~  

This year IS different. 

We are being given a 

GIFT by God in 2020! 

We are often at our 

busiest when God is 

calling us to slow down, 

to listen, to wait, and to 

receive.  This year most 

of us will receive a break 

from the frantic pace of 

the North American 

Christmas machine. 

Perhaps God is hitting the 

‘reset’ button and giving 

us the opportunity to step 

back and engage in the 

mystery, wonder and awe 

of Advent.   

The first two weeks in 

Advent we will send out a 

short mid-week devo style 

worship moment to 

encourage your 

preparations.  (Be sure we 

have your email if you 

would like to receive 

these) Trinity will host a 

Blue Christmas Worship 

on Dec. 16th, at 7 p.m (in-

person & live-streamed) 

for all those needing a 

gentle place to gather as 

they deal with their grief, 

struggles, loss.  

Sunday mornings will 

offer us all a ‘new’ look 

at the ‘old’ story as we 

join the Skit Guys and “a 

rag tag bunch of church 

members in their 

attempts to prepare their 

annual Christmas play.’  

In a year where we have 

lost much let us receive 

God’s gift to us in the 

ever present truth of His 

word, “The people who 

walked in darkness have 

seen a great light”(Is. 9:2)  

“The light shines in the 

darkness and the darkness 

did not overcome it.” 

(John 1:5)   

Advent ready & manger 

bound, Pastor Maggie 

___________________-

Food Bank 
 

We are collecting for the 

food bank for November 

and December. Please 

look for the bin in the 

Narthex. If you are 

unable to come in we ask 

that you consider a 

monetary donation to 

help them through these 

tough times. 

 

 

 
 

Families are you 

looking for an 

Advent Devotion? 
 

The Jesus Storybook Bible 

has a free Advent kit for 

young families. 

Go to 

www.faithgateway.com to 

download it or email the 

office and we can forward 

you the link. 

 

______________________ 
 

Spread the 

 Love of Jesus 
 

Looking to share some 

cheer this Advent? Consider 

sending a greeting card to 

our armed forces as a family 

or individually. Share a 

piece of scripture that is 

meaningful to you or brings 

you strength. 
 

You can write them a short 

or long note and then mail 

your cards to: 

 Any Canadian Armed 

Forces Member 

Box 5004 St Forces 

Belleville ON 

K8N 5W6 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent 2020 . . . Making Room for The Glory of Christmas! 

http://www.faithgateway.com/
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  Trinity Lutheran 

Church 
 

 

811 Cassils Road W 

Brooks, AB  T1R 0E4 

 

PHONE: 

(403) 362-4259 

 

E-MAIL: 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

 

 

 

Follow us: 
 Trinity Lutheran Church Brooks AB 

 

  trinity_brooks_ab 
 

 
 

 
 

“Serve Christ our Lord by 

welcoming, equipping  

& sending disciples” 
 

 

Trinity Times 
 

The next deadline is  
October 29, 2020. 

 

 
 
 
Dennis & Dina Boyd  Dec. 01 
Michael & Jill Hooke  Dec. 12 
Pete & Patty Green  Dec. 23 
Lindsey & Sharon Reid  Dec. 27 
Bill & Rhea Lynne Anderson Dec. 30 

 
If you would like to have your anniversary included in the 
Wedding Anniversary list please call the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Garnet Altwasser Dec 10 
George Henderson Dec 20 
Stan Zahn  Dec 29 
Carter Curran  Dec 31 
 
If you are a Senior and would like to have your name included 
on the Seniors’ birthday list, please call the church office. 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER SENIORS BIRTHDAYS 

December 30, 2020 

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchBrooksAB/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
https://www.instagram.com/trinity_brooks_ab/
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November 29  10:00 am  
Acolyte:  Cole Altwasser 
Lector:   Val Deunk 
Storyteller:  Pastor MAagie 
Sound:   Randy Flatla 
Video:   Nolan Trembecki 
Worship Assistant: Rhea Lynne Anderson 
Ushers:  Mark & Melanie Altwasser 
Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 29:11-13 
 

December 6  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Nathan Haag 
Lector:   Kate Elgersma 
Storyteller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound:   Doug E  
Video:   Randy Flatla/Lauren Trembecki 
Worship Assistant: Laura Marie Elgersma 
Ushers:  Brent Altwasser Family 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

December 13  10:00 am  
Acolyte:  Nora Johnson 
Lector:   Brandi McCord 
Storyteller:  Brianna Nolan 
Sound:   Steven T/ Randy F 
Video:   Lauren T 
Worship Assistant: Steven Trembecki 
Ushers:  Leona F/ Anne M 

Scripture Readings: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
 

December 16  7:00 pm  
   Blue Christmas  
Acolyte:   
Lector:   Leona Ferguson 
Sound:   Doug E 
Video:   Mason Hofer 
Worship Assistant: Rhea Lynne Anderson 
Ushers:  Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma 
Scripture Readings:  
 

December 20  10:00 am  
Acolyte:  Dylann B 
Lector:   Anne McMahon 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie  
Sound:   Ryan S 
Video:   Nolan Trembecki 
Worship Assistant: Laura Marie Elgersma 
Ushers:  Thomas & Jessica Anderson 
Scripture Readings: Romans 16:25-27, Philippians 2:3-11 

 

December 24  5:00 pm 
Acolyte:  Nicola M 
Lector:   Hush R 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Mason Hofer  
Video:   Joey Armstrong 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Thian & Rozelle Muller 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14, 1 John 4:7-16 
 

December 24  7:30 pm 
Acolyte:  Lauren T 
Lector:   Harold Stedel 
Storyteller:  Pastor Maggie 
Sound:   Randy Flatla  
Video:   Devon Flatla 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Steven & Tricia Trembecki 
Scripture Readings:  
 

December 25  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:  Claire Anderson 
Lector:   Avaya M 
Storyteller:  Brianna Nolan 
Sound:   Erin Haag 
Video:   Kate Elgersma 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Bill & Rhea Lynne Anderson 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-6(7-12) 
 

December 27  10:00  
Acolyte:  Brett Niznik 
Lector:   Mark Altwasser 
Storyteller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound:   Ryan Summach 
Video:   Nolan Trembecki 
Worship Assistant:  
Ushers:  Brad & Kristen Niznik 
Scripture Readings: 1 Kings 3:4-15, Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES 

Please note that things in the calendar are subject to 

change. The Church Council is meeting the night 

after this is published regarding the new AHS 

guidelines on how this will affect worship and other 

activities we hold. Please hold them in prayer at this 

time. 
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~ December 2020 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
Office Closed 
 
11:00am Leave for 
Shoebox Warehouse 
8:00 pm AA 
 

2 
 
4:30pm Confirmation 
  

3 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

4 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

 

5 
 
 

3:00pm Baptism 
 
 

 

6 
 
10:00 am Worship 
with Communion 

 

 
 

11:30 am Youth 
Deeper info meeting 
 

 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

7 
 
Office Closed  
Pastor Day off 
 

8 
 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Quilting 
 
10:30 am Staff 
meeting 
 
7:00pm Deacons 
Meeting 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

9 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:30 pm Confirmation  
 
7:00 pm 4-H meeting 
 

10 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

11 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 
 
6:00pm Wedding 
Rehearsal 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
2:00 Wedding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
 
10:00 am Worship 
with Sunday School 
11:30 am Deeper 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

14 

 
Office Closed 
 
5:45pm Board of Ed 
 
 

 

15 
 

10:00 am -3:00 pm 
Quilting 
10:30am Newbrook 

 
 

7:00 pm Council 
meeting 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

16 
 

9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Blue 
Christmas 
 
 

 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

18 
 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 

19 
 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 

  

20 
 
 
10:00 am Worship 
with Communion 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

21 
 

Office Closed 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

23 
 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
 
5:00pm Worship 
(streamed) 
 
7:30 pm Worship 
 
 

8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

25 

 
10:00am Worship 
with Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

26 

 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 
 

27 

 
10:00 am Worship 
Pastor Maggie day 
off 
 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service  

28 
 

Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 

29 
 

Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

30 
 

Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
 

31 
 

Office Closed 
Pastor Maggie day off 
 
Trinity Times deadline 
 
7:00 pm Musicians 
Recording 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


