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message is not about
Christmas carols and other
seasonal music, colourful
lights, nicely decorated trees,
brightly wrapped gifts, family
gatherings – and not even
about special services with
candles in the darkness.
To the Children of God in
Christ at Trinity Lutheran,
Brooks.
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One of the issues facing a
pastor every December is
looking toward the seasons
of Advent and Christmas and
trying to figure out how to
make the oh so familiar story
of Christmas more exciting
for people who have heard it
over and over again. That
was the dilemma that I was
facing as I began to reflect
on what I was going to put
into this month’s pastoral
letter for the Trinity Times.
What haven’t I said before,
in the 21 such December
Christmas letters I’ve written
to you, that will make a
difference in your life – that
will impact you in a new and
much more gripping way!
Silly me! I forgot my own
confirmation verse. It is
Romans 1:16, and it includes
these words: “For I am not
ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for
everyone who believes . . .”
Two little words – “it is”.
You see, the Christmas

It is about Immanuel.
Literally, “God with us” or
“God is with us”. Whichever
translation you encounter or
prefer, the incredible wonder
of the name and the meaning
is something upon which
neither I nor any other pastor
can improve. I can’t make the
Christmas story and the
season that surrounds it any
more exciting than it already
is.
“God with us”. That’s the
baby in the manger, who is
vulnerable, dependant on
others for life and everything
that is part of staying alive.
100% human. And 100%
God! The creator has become
part of the creation – with us.
And he has become part of the
creation for us. “When the
fullness of time arrived (i.e.,
when the time was right), God
sent forth his Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law,
to redeem those who were
under the [curse of that] Law,
that we might receive
adoption as sons” is how St.
Paul states it in Galatians
4:4&5. Thus the words of the
angel to a group of

shepherds outside of
Bethlehem focuses them on
not fearing the holy but
rejoicing because the
Saviour of the world has
been born. It is truly good
news. And good news
about Jesus the Christ is
Gospel – the Gospel of
Christ which has the power
to lead us to faith in him as
our Saviour, to make the
forgiveness which Jesus
won on the cross for the
world real and personal for
me, to make me and you
who were dead in
trespasses and sins alive in
that Jesus!
“God is with us.” That’s
the reality that there is
nothing in this world,
nothing in death or life,
nothing we have done or
that has been or can be
done to us, that can
separate us from God’s
love for us in Jesus Christ.
There is nowhere we can
go in this world (as the
Psalmist reminds us in
Psalm 139) that God is not
already there – and his
promise is to be with us
always, until the very end
of the age (Matthew
28:20). His love for us,
shown so profoundly on
the cross by Jesus himself,
(Continued on page 2)
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is the endless gift of
Christmas. And that love,
that forgiveness, that reality
of new life through our
Baptism into Christ’s death
and the promise of
resurrection to eternal life
through the resurrection of
Jesus from the grave –
these things are the wonder
and the power and the
excitement of Christmas.
My prayer as a pastor is
that nothing I do gets in the
way of you, as God’s child,
experiencing the joy which
that message brings. May
it always be the same old
story – yet like God’s
mercies, new every
morning!
Merry Christmas – in and
through the Christ Child,

Youth check out page 4
for exciting youth activities
for the month of December.
________________________________________________________________________________

Ladies Advent Brunch
Saturday, Dec. 2nd @ 9:30 am
An opportunity for women of all ages to set aside
the hustle and bustle of holiday preparations and
focus their minds and hearts on the birth of Christ.
We will be collecting items or offerings for layettes:
2 Undershirts or onesies – up to size 24 months,
1 Sweater – up to 24 months,
2 Receiving blankets,
Washcloths (regular size),
4 diapers (flat)

Ten Thousand Villages will be here with
beautiful and unique handcrafted items to purchase.
________________________________________________________________________________

Our “Mitten Tree” is up in the church foyer.
We are anticipating your gifts of mittens, gloves,
toques and scarves to decorate its branches. These
gifts will be distributed locally to those in need as
the cold season approaches. Thank you and God
bless you for your generosity on behalf of others.
________________________________________________________________________________

Please consider giving of your time
to support the Salvation Army
Christmas Kettle Campaign.
Trinity will “man” the kettles at No Frills on Thursday December 7 & Friday
December 8. Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from
the office for available times. Thank you for supporting this worthy cause.

Trinity Times

Christmas Eve Luminaries
We are in need of 2 families to prepare and set out
the luminaries on Christmas Eve. If you can help
please call the office (403-362-4259) before Dec 10.
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Advent Sunday Worships in December
Preparing our hearts and minds to answer the
question: What Child is This?
December 3rd at 10:00 am
Mary and Joseph
December 10th at 10:00 am
Wisemen and Shepherds
____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Children’s Christmas Service
“Come to Bethlehem and See”
Sunday, Dec. 17th at 10:00 am
With finger food potluck following service
________________________________________________________________________________

Midweek Advent Worships
We are Manger Bound
& Following the Light of a Star
Wednesday, Dec. 6th at 7 p.m.
‘Light that “dispels” Darkness’
Wednesday, Dec. 13th at 7 p.m.
‘Light that Sparkles and Shines’
Wednesday, Dec. 20th at 7 p.m.
A BLUE Christmas Worship with Quiet Communion
Look for more information on our
Advent Worship Services on page 5

5:00 pm Family Christmas Eve
Candlelight Worship
7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
10:00 am Christmas Day Worship
Join us in a quiet space to observe the birth of our
Saviour with Carols and Communion.
10:00 am December 31
Christmas continues with carols and praise
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Confirmation
News

Trinity Lutheran
Church Women
Recently quilts were
dropped off at the
Calgary Children’s
Hospital and Ronald
McDonald House.
Our quilters are
blessing many
families with their
beautiful quilts.

Welcome to these 6 young people as newly
confirmed members of our congregation. Please
hold them in prayer as they take a greater
ownership and responsibility on their walk of
discipleship.
Nicola Muller, Mason Regher, Kierstyn Regher
Anja Muller, Lauren Trembecki, Megan Andrews

Quilters please remember
The last session for quilting is on December 5th.
Quilting will resume again on January 9th, 2018.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The next TLCW meeting
will be on

January 10th at 1:00 pm
All ladies are invited to attend.

Youth Stuff
Youth Stuff
Old Fashioned Christmas

Dec. 10 ~ 11:30 am

It’s a Wonderful Life!
Hotdog Lunch, Skating and Pie face
Remember to bring your skates!
For Youth Grade 7 and up
Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am
We will explore: Entering the Arena, Finding Your
Strength, Standing ‘Til the End and Catching the Fire
Breakfast will be shared!

"As you therefore have received
Christ Jesus the Lord,
continue to live your lives in him."
- Colossians 2:6

Trinity Times
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Advent Worships
We are Manger Bound & Following the Light of a Star
Join us as we seek the “Light in the Darkness”
through a series of unique
mid-week Advent worship times
designed for all ages.
Helping lead worship will be
our Confirmands and Youth.
Wednesday, Dec. 6th at 7 p.m.
‘Light that “dispels” Darkness’
We will explore images of “light in the darkness”
through hands-on learning, music, Scripture,
Homily and prayer. A time of preparing
for Christmas by spending time with the
“One who shines in the darkness” (John 1:5)

Wednesday, Dec. 13th at 7 p.m.
‘Light that Sparkles and Shines’
Join us to consider what it means to take
the light of Christ “out” into the world, again,
making use of Scripture, Homily, music, prayer
and “light spreading” – “let your light so shine before others”.
(Matthew 5:16a)

Wednesday, Dec. 20th at 7 p.m.
A BLUE Christmas Worship
All are invited to gather in the quiet candle-lit Sanctuary for a
service of music, Scripture, reflection and Quiet Communion.
All of us carry pain, loss, fear, anxiety, in our hearts for a
variety of reasons. We may be mourning, in transition in our
lives, dealing with health issues, or we may find ourselves
alone or outside our family circle this year. We may just need
a quiet space to slow down and be fed. A Blue Christmas
service is held on the 20th or 21st of December, which marks the
longest night of the year. It is a time set apart to gather and
give thanks for the message of Christmas, even when we find it
hard to enter into rowdy “celebration”.
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A Christmas Movie for Everyone

One of the roles of the
Board of Deacons is to
support the spiritual
growth opportunities
of all those connected
to Trinity. Often
people become
members of a
congregation but over
the years for one reason
or another begin to drift
away from more regular
worship attendance or
participation in other
areas of the
congregation’s ministry.
In the New Year our
Deacons would like to
contact members who
have become less
connected to Trinity
than in the past to see if
we can provide any
assistance in their lives
as God’s people. If you
might be interested in
taking part in that effort
through home visits,
telephone contact or
other support we would
invite you to share that
interest with one of the
Deacons (Mark
Altwasser, Brian Berg
or Harold Stedel) or the
church office.

A huge thank you to those
that donated to the Food
Bank. The yellow bin has
been emptied and we
encourage you to continue
to donate through the
Advent and Christmas
Season.
Trinity Mission Ministry

Go to our website
brookstrinity.ca

THE STAR is a wonderful, hilarious, deeply
reverential animated family movie centered on the
birth of Jesus, but from the perspective of a lowly
donkey named Bo. Bo and his best friend, Dave the
dove, have dreams of joining the royal parade.
When Bo escapes his owner’s clutches, he finds
himself accompanying a pregnant Mary and her
husband Joseph on their way to Bethlehem. Bo
may be a part of a bigger adventure than he
expected. However, the evil King Herod has his
top soldier looking for the pregnant Mary.
THE STAR is tremendous fun, with wonderful
lessons along the way. A touching story from a
unique perspective, THE STAR sets itself apart
from many of the other nativity movies.
Obviously, the movie condenses and shifts a few
incidents found in the Bible, but never sacrifices a
very strong biblical Christian theology. However,
the movie deftly balances the goofy fun of the
animals with a deeply redemptive reverence for
God and the birth of Jesus Christ. Overall, THE
STAR is almost void of objectionable content. It’s a
must-see Christmas movie for everyone.
Excerpted from movieguide.org

If you have a concern,
question, bouquet, etc.,
you are invited to write it
out, sign it and place it
into the Comments &
Suggestions Box that is
located on the ledge in the
Library. The Deacons
regularly check this box.
It is there for you.
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December 2017 Stewardship Newsletter Article
Christmas is coming. It
is a joyous time of
feasting. The Church
feasts upon the Word of
God in sermon, song,
and sacrament.
We hear the
proclamation of the
message of the angels:
“Fear not, for behold, I
bring you good news of
great joy that will be for
all the people. For unto
you is born this day in
the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).
We mingle our voices
with theirs as we sing,
“Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth
peace among those with
whom he is pleased”
(Luke 2:14)!
We receive the
proclaimed Savior,
Christ the Lord, not
wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in
manger, but wrapped in
bread and wine placed
into our mouths for the
forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation.
We feast in great joy
indeed because of this
great blessing from our
Lord and God.
God’s people in ancient
Israel also feasted with
great joy. The Lord
showered His abundant
blessing on His people.
And He commanded
them to feast upon it
(Deut. 16). The people
were to go to the place
appointed, where the

Lord would make His
name dwell, and give
offerings, each man as he
was able, according to the
blessing of the Lord that
He had given them
(Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).
And there the Lord would
bless them with joy as
they feasted upon what the
Lord had provided. They
ate of the choice parts of
their offerings. They
enjoyed the company of
all the people of God as
they together heard His
promises of blessing, sang
of His bountiful goodness,
and partook of what He
gave.

Let us, like them, give
generously of the first fruits
of our income, which He
gives, so that all may know
and enjoy the salvation He
gives and the joy we have
in the Savior born in the
city of David, who is Christ
the Lord.
-From the Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod Website
www.lcms.org

We enjoy the rich bounty
that God provides, not
only in Word and
Sacrament, but also in
house and home, property
and income, family and
friends.
Let us then, as did our
brothers in the faith from
ancient Israel, give as we
are able, according to the
blessing of the Lord our
God that He has given us.

Please remember to check
your mailbox regularly. It is
one of the ways we
communicate with you and
we do not want you to miss
out on any information.
If you don’t have a mailbox
but would like one. Please
call the church office at
403-362-4259.

We feast on the Word
who became flesh to dwell
among us, not just during
Christmas, but throughout
all the year.
We feast not just on the
salvation He has wrought
for us in His Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we
feast also on all the
temporal blessings that
God gives out of His
fatherly divine goodness
and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in us.

Our Mailboxes are Full!

Automated Funds
Transfer Agreement
Anyone wishing to have
their tithe to the General
Fund automatically
transferred from their bank
account please call the
church office for an
agreement form. This is an
easy and convenient way to
Do you have eye glasses that
fulfill your stewardship
you can no longer wear?
responsibilities to our
church.
Please drop your old glasses off
in the box labelled “Glasses”
underneath the portable bulletin
board in the foyer and give
someone the gift of sight. There
are many in this world who could
never afford to buy eyeglasses
and you can contribute to renew
their sight.
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Three Days of Prayer
January 2 – 4, 2018

Every congregation, member and
pastor is being invited to set aside
some time each day of January 2, 3
and 4, 2018 for prayer.
Our attitude toward prayer has often
been characterized by saying, “well,
all we can do now is pray!”. Prayer
is not the hopeless act of
desperation. Prayer is a gift that
God has given to us as a means to
approach the throne of grace with
confidence—like that of a child
coming to her parents sharing
concerns, victories, defeats and
every part of life. It is an
opportunity to express the deepest
heartache and the greatest
joy. Prayer is a conversation
between the Creator and the
created…and the conversation
began with God, for us, in Christ
Jesus.
Day One: January 2
This is a day focused on confession.
We have made our lives, our
relationships—and even the
church—in our own image. We
confess that the church belongs to
Jesus and not to us. We gather to lay
down our pride, our sin and our
agenda and ask the Lord of the
church for forgiveness, which He
gives freely and with mercy.

Trinity Times
Day Two: January 3
This is a day of petition. Pray for
your congregation, for the pastor,
for the leaders, for those who carry
out ministries, for the Sunday
School teachers, for the
Confirmation leaders, for those
leading adult Bible studies and for
those leading small groups. Pray for
those in hospital and nursing home
ministries. Pray for all those
connected to your church that they
might know God’s redeeming love
for all in Christ.
Day Three: January 4
This is a day for vision. Pray that
the Holy Spirit will again move
through the hearts and minds of
leaders and pastors that God’s
vision for His church might be
revealed and fulfilled. This is a time
of prayer for renewal, revival and
encouragement. Pray for God’s
vision.

Lutheran Congregations in
Mission for Christ - NW District
As we are now a member of the
North West district of LCMC we
invite you to check out their website
www.lcmc-nw.com
This is a good way to keep in touch
with other churches in our area and
find out what is happening in our
district.

No matter how you structure this
time of prayer, let’s come together
as an association of congregations
across the U.S. and Canada and
around the world to pray! I believe
that the church will never rise up
until we first get down on our
knees!
Taken from the LCMC website.
For more information visit their
wesite at lcmc.net
Please hold Pastor John in your
thoughts and prayers as he
serves as chair of Newell Christian
Community for the upcoming
year.

Trinity Times
DECEMBER
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Dennis & Dina Boyd
Michael & Jill Hooke
Pete & Patty Green
Lindsey & Sharon Reid
Earl & Margaret Grosfield
Bill & Rhea Lynne Anderson

Dec. 01
Dec. 12
Dec. 23
Dec. 27
Dec. 29
Dec. 30

If you would like to have your anniversary
included in the Wedding Anniversary list
please call the church office.
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WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE
OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES
December 03
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:
December 06
Acolyte:
Sound / Video:
Usher:
December 10

DECEMBER
SENIOR’S BIRTHDAYS
Emily Riste
Garnet Altwasser
Alex Connelly
George Henderson
Grace Pedersen

Dec. 04
Dec 10
Dec. 20
Dec. 20
Dec. 27

If you are a Senior and would like to have your
name included on the Seniors’ birthday list,
please call the church office.

Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:
December 13
Acolyte:
Sound / Video:
Usher:

10:00 am with Communion
1st Sunday in Advent
Claire Anderson
Mona Erlandson
Julie Musgrove
Myra Altwasser / Mason Hofer
Will & Anna Moeller
Harold Stedel
Jayden & Amilyn Harvie /
Barry & Trudi Heal
Isaiah 64:1-9
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
7:00 pm
Midweek Advent
Logan Andrews
Doug Erlandson / Nolan Trembecki
Chris Deschner
10:00 am
2nd Sunday in Advent
Kelcie Beblow
Val Deunk
Pastor John
Greg Frank / Ian Altwasser
Brian Berg
Colin & Charlene Musgrove /
Lou & Doreen Nester
Isaiah 40:1-11
2 Peter 3:8-14
7:00 pm
Midweek Advent
Katherine Bolen
Jayden Harvie / Myra Altwasser
Chris Deschner

Continued on the next page
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WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES
December 17

10:00 am
3rd Sunday in Advent

Children’s Christmas Program

Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:
December 20
Acolyte:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Ushers:
December 24
Acolyte:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
December 24
Acolyte:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:

Kristine Crisanto
Garnet Altwasser
Maggie Theiss
Randy Flatla / Ryan Summach
Mark Altwasser
Brad & Kristen Niznik /
Rudy & Jean Peltzer
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
7:00 pm with Quiet Communion

Midweek Advent
Sam Flores
Ryan Summach / Liam Anderson
Doris Bachand
Doug & Mona Erlandson
5:00 pm
Christmas Eve
Children’s Service
Jorja Hofer
Maggie Theiss

December 25
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Communion Prep:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:
December 31
Acolyte:
Lector:
Story Teller:
Sound / Video:
Worship Assistant:
Ushers:
Scripture Readings:

10:00 am with Communion
Jordan Peltzer
Brian Berg
Julie Musgrove
Randy Flatla / Jayden Harvie
Debbie Berg
Brian Berg
Brian & Debbie Berg /
Candice Bloor / Barb Tamura
Isaiah 52:7-10
Hebrews 1:1-12
10:00 am
Kierstyn Regher
Lorene Nichols
Pastor John
Greg Frank / Mason Hofer
Mark Altwasser
John & Charlotte Dyck /
Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Galatians 4:4-7

Emmalyn Elgersma / Mason Hofer

Mark Altwasser
Brent Altwasser & Tilly Gamble /
Mark & Melanie Altwasser
7:30 pm
Christmas Eve
Traditional Candlelight
Jaxson Peltzer
Doug Erlandson / Randy Flatla
Harold Stedel
Stan & Tracey Waddell /
Shirley Perry / Jackie Lester

Ushers are reminded to please make sure that all church
doors are locked before leaving after Sunday worship.

Trinity Times
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~ December 2017 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Communion Sundays

1

December 3

Pastor John &
Maggie day off

Other Communion
Worship Times
December 20
December 25

3
9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

Fri

4

5

Maggie day off

Pastor John day off

6

7

8

Sat

2
9:30 am Ladies
Advent Brunch
4:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

9

10:00 am Staff meeting
3:30 pm Board of
9:00 am Leave for
6:00 pm Brownies
2:00 pm Bible Study @ Education meeting
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 6:30 pm Girl Guides / Shoebox Warehouse Newbrook Lodge
6:30 pm Worship @
of God Tabernacle
1:00 pm Quilting
Pathfinders
Orchard Manor
Worship Service
6:00 pm Brownie
7:00 pm Advent
7:30 pm Worship @
Sleepover
8:00 pm AA
Worship
Newbrook Lodge
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

Pastor John & Maggie
day off

10

11

16

9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship

Pastor John & Maggie Pastor John day off
day off

12

11:15 am Rehearsal for
6:00 pm Brownies
Children’s Christmas
6:30 pm Girl Guides /
Program
12:00 pm Caroling with Pathfinders
8:00 pm AA
Lunch & Youth Event
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service

17
9:00 am Education
Hour
10:00 am Worship
with Children’s
Christmas Service

18

19

7:00 pm Council
meeting

25

26

Christmas Day –

with Communion

5:00 pm Children’s
Office closed
Christmas Eve Servicer
7:30 pm Traditional
10:00 am Worship
Christmas Eve Service

31
10:00 am Worship

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service

14

15

Pastor John holiday

Pastor John holiday Pastor John Holiday
Maggie day off
3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

3:00 pm Staff meeting
7:00 pm Advent
Worship

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

20

21

Pastor John & Maggie 10:00 am Staff
day off
meeting

11:30 am Finger food 6:00 pm Brownies
Potluck Lunch
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 8:00 pm AA
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church Pathfinders
of God Tabernacle
Worship Service

24

13

22
Pastor John day off

7:00 pm Advent
Worship with
Communion

27

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

1:00 pm Youth
Christmas Prep
8:00 pm AA / Alanon

23
3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting
7:00 pm Pastor John
@ Iddesleigh

28

29

30

Boxing Day - Office Office Closed
Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

3:30 – 5:30 pm
Church of God
Tabernacle meeting

8:00 pm AA

8:00 pm AA / Alanon

January:
LCMC Three Days of
Prayer Jan 2,3 & 4
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Trinity Lutheran Church
811 Cassils Road W
Brooks, AB T1R 0E4

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.brookstrinity.ca

PHONE:
(403) 362-4259
FAX:
(403) 362-6298
E-MAIL:
brkstrin@telusplanet.net

Trinity Times
*Please note that the
January Trinity Times
will not come out until
January 7*

The next deadline is
January 2.

