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To God’s Children in Christ Jesus at Trinity, peace and mercy to you from our 
God and Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

One of the things I miss from my younger years is the ancient Christian tradition of a New Year’s Eve 
/ New Year’s Day worship service.  While most of memories are of services that started at 7pm on 
December 31 or 10am on January 1, the idea of gathering as God’s people over the mid-night hour 
has always seemed appropriate to me.  The concept of ending one year and beginning another with a 
time to worship and thank God together just seems right.   
 
 I know that for many years Trinity had a tradition of “Watch Night” gatherings at the church, with the 
chance for members and families to spend an evening enjoying games, refreshments and a time of 
devotional worship together.  I find it an irony that the main reason given for not continuing to have 
these types of services is that they happen too late – especially given how many of God’s people are 
quite able to find themselves at New Year’s Eve parties, counting down the last few seconds ‘til the 
New Year with others in settings where giving thanks to God may be the last thing on the minds of 
most of those who have gathered with them.  
 
While there is no biblical mandate to have these type of services, and thus we are not sinning if we 
choose not to hold them, I think we may be missing a wonderful chance to both teach and learn about 
the God who has called us together in Christ and blessed us with the gifts of his love in that calling 
together.  In a nostalgic moment I reread the words to the New Years Eve hymn “Across the Sky the 
Shades of Night” (#110 in The Lutheran Hymnal) and was struck again by how much more meaning, 
depth and promise it contains than waiting for a ball to drop or watching “the Elite” gather to sip 
champagne and eat little crackers all the while trying to outdo each other in looks and style as one 
year ends and another begins.   
 
This wonderful hymn points us to several painful truths:  life is fleeting; loved ones have died in the 
past year; sin has touched and will continue to impact our lives and our world; there is no guarantee 
that we will see the end of this year, much less the new one awaiting us; fear and dread are still 
constant companions inside us.  But more importantly it directs our eyes of faith to see joyful truths:  
God’s mercies have been ever present amidst the pain; our loved ones who have died in Christ are 
safely home and at peace in paradise; there is the promise of resurrection and reunion in that same 
Christ; God’s peace has calmed our lives; God promises to go into the new year with us. 
 
Year end can be a wonderful time to reminisce and reflect, a time poignant and holy and a time to 
look to what the future may hold.  My prayer for all of us is that as we approach New Year’s Eve this 
year we will take the time to do that holy reflecting in ways that will let us be consciously thankful for 
the blessings of 2016 and peacefully anticipating whatever new journeys our God has in store for us 
as his children individually and as a congregation.   
 
A Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of you in the name of Jesus!  
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Grade 2-7 will be at 9-9:45 am downstairs and 
divided into grade 2-4 in one room and grade 
5-7 in the Jr youth room. 
 
Age 4 – Gr 1 will be during service once again 
they will go down after children’s story. 

Olde Thyme Family Christmas 
 
Date: December 4th  
Time: 3 - 6pm 
Who: Intergenerational family  gathering (everyone) 
What: Join us for caroling with horse &  wagon, board 
 games, cards (maybe Dutch Blitz), & stringing 
 popcorn 
Supper :  chili & bun with home baked Christmas 
 goodies 
Please see sign up on bulletin board across from office 

 It is up in the Narthex 
and we will be collecting new mittens, toques,  scarves 
to distribute locally to those in need. 
 

Education at Trinity  

 

Hey Youth 
 

 
   Join us Sunday  

   mornings at 9am as we 

   do battle together over 

   breakfast!. 
 

 
 

"Remember your Creator in the days of your youth" 

    - Ecclesiastes 12:1 

 

 Coffee House Style Gathering 

 Sundays Nov 27th,Dec 4th, & 11th  
 Time:6:00pm Trinity basement hall 
 Lead by: Gordon Frank & friends 
We will then break for Christmas and resume January 8

th
. 
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 The next TLCW (Trinity Lutheran Women) meeting will be 
 Wednesday December 14th at 10:00am. All ladies are  
 welcome to attend 
 
 The final quilting until the new year will be December 6th. 
 They will resume again January 3rd . 
_________________________________________________ 
 AGAPE is done for Advent. We will begin a new study  
 “Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control” January 11th at 1pm 
 in the chapel. All ladies are welcome. 
_________________________________________________ 

 

We invite you to pray for the Shoeboxes this month as the shoeboxes are 
processed and shipped worldwide.  
Daily Prayer Guide 
 
Sunday 
Praise the Lord that Samaritan’s Purse was able to distribute 135 million 

Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts since 1993! Pray that we can reach even more children with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as they experience these tangible expressions of God’s love. 
Monday 
Pray for thousands of families, congregations, and groups as they prepare Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes for 
children in need and drop them off during National Collection Week, the third week in November. 
Tuesday 
Ask God to bless local volunteers who serve to collect, process, transport, and deliver shoebox gift around the world. 
Wednesday 
Pray for Operation Christmas Child to bring joy to boys and girls who may be struggling to overcome the effects of 
poverty, disease, famine, or war. 
Thursday 
Pray that God will use Operation Christmas Child to open doors in countries that are not receptive to the Gospel 
Friday 
Ask that children who enroll in our follow-up discipleship program, The Greatest Journey, will become lifelong followers 
of Christ and share Him with others. 
Saturday 
Pray for the growth of churched and the planting of new ones as communities are touched by Operation Christmas 
Child. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you looking for a special Christmas offering?  
We are looking to cover the cost of Bibles for the  
new confirmands and Read With Me Bibles for 
 our younger ones to be given out in  
January. The cost of them is $20 each. There are 
 12 of each. Thank you for considering this. 
 

Confirmation classes will resume January 11th at 4:45pm. 
We look forward to see the returning students as well as 
our new class of first years. 
 

Please bring a small binder  
and second years bring your Bible!!! 
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NORTHWEST DISTRICT CHAIRMAN NOTES 
Unless we rest in our LORD, all we attempt to do is truly worthless.  None of us like the sound of that; however, I have the 
privilege to work on the District Council with Brothers and Sisters in the LORD who truly love HIM.   
We have a lot to convey so the overview presented here will be reminders and future goals.  Please help us to make this 
District’s goal to be a servant for you; a sounding board, a link for all the members and congregations to serve each other 
and develop a common mission to serve our LORD. 
This coming annual gathering for 2017 will be in Whitefish, MT. at Christ Lutheran Church on April 28-29, 2017.  We hope to 
have an early start where registration will begin at 9am. That way, our meeting can start in the morning. Be sure to mark 
your calendars. 
My wish would be to develop the servanthood of the District in the consideration of two new programs; one for the 
development of a Support and Fellowship Family. This would be for ministers, graduates and students currently studying for 
a call.  We need a place where each congregation or member serving our LORD has a place of fellowship in the District 
where they can be supported, ask and answer any question knowing they are part of a loving family that cares and prays for 
each other.  The second would be a separate youth gathering.  A place where the youth can take the time to grow in faith 
with each other, knowing we love them and we trust them to understand that their world will be a different place than ours. 
Still, faith, servanthood and salvation in JESUS never changes. Please inform the District via the web-site “lcmc-nw.com” as 
to your congregation’s number of youth, their ages, current programs you offer and how many youth may be interested in an 
annual gathering or weekend “just for them”. 
These are some lofty goals; however, we cannot accomplish them without you and your input. These programs will not be 
easily developed but can never work if we never start.  Please pray for wisdom as your District Council considers these 
things while seeking to serve you and to honor our LORD. 
Northwest District Chair,  
Patrick Woods    
 
Pastor Tim Hauge reunited with Jesus August 15, 2016 
It is with heavy hearts that we say goodbye to one of our LCMC pastors from Odessa Washington.  Tim was tragically taken 
from us as a result of a farming accident on August 15th.  He served as pastor for Christ Lutheran in Odessa for the last 
fifteen years.  
Pastor Tim was also a very active member of the community where he served on the Odessa Fire Department, the Odessa 
Ministerial Association, and drove school bus for Odessa School District.  Everywhere you went in Odessa, Tim had 
touched lives and been a part of the area.  He will be greatly missed by so many. 
Please remember the entire congregation of Christ Lutheran Church in Odessa in your prayers as they work through the 
loss of their dear pastor.  Also remember his lovely wife, Shelly, who is a member of the Northwest District board, and their 
three children, Kelsey (Hauge) Scrupps, Seth and Justin in your prayers as they adjust to life without their beloved husband 
and father. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pastor John & Maggie wish to say a huge thank you to the Confirmands and their families for 
the lovely, stuffed full of surprises and treats, Gift Basket.  It was such a surprise and we had a 
lot of fun opening it and oohing and aahing at each item.  It was a bit like Christmas morning 
when you are little and most unexpected!  God bless you all for your thoughtfulness and love.  
We are so privileged to be able to walk the journey of faith with these amazing young people of 
faith.  We look forward to all that God has in store for them as they continue their walk of 
discipleship and grow in grace and service to Christ our Lord.   

http://lcmc-nw.com/
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LCMS Stewardship: Newsletter Article 
 

December 2016 
 

Every Christmas present that sits wrapped under your Christmas tree will wear out. It will break or go out of style. This fact 
was there, somewhere, in the back of your mind even as you bought them, but you bought them anyway. For you love the 
person you bought them for, you wanted to see that look of joy it brings to their face. 
 

So also God gives to you. But greater. What He gives will never wear out, break down, or go out of style. For what He gives 
is His eternal and only-begotten Son, wrapped in your flesh, and placed upon the tree of the Cross. He gives His Son for 
you. He gives that you may have everlasting joy. He gives because He loves you. This is why the Word became flesh to 
dwell among you. 
 

And that is who is given to you. The Word who is God yet was with God from all eternity. The Word through whom all things 
were made. The Word who is the only-begotten Son of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, being 
of one substance with His Father. The One who called all things into existence, the One who spoke to Moses from the bush 
that burned yet was not consumed, the One whose glory filled the tabernacle to dwell among His people, God Himself, has 
taken on your flesh. 
 

Even though the Word is made flesh, even though God became Man, His Divinity is not lessened. His Divinity is not 
changed. His Divinity remains, pure and unchanging, but your flesh, your human nature, is exalted. Your flesh and humanity 
is assumed into God. God became man so that you would become like unto God—holy and righteous, without sin, without 
death. 
 

And so it is that the Son given to you wrapped in your flesh is placed upon the tree of the Cross. And no tree was ever 
adorned more beautifully. Its ornaments were nothing less than the Blood of God, poured out as an atoning sacrifice for 
your sins. Its garland the Body of God, hanged in death that you may have life. Its light the incarnate Light of the world, 
strung up to call you and all men unto Himself, to enlighten you, to make you His own. He gives you HIs life, He gives you 
joy and peace—peace with God in heaven and peace with one another on earth. 
 

And from the tree of the Cross the Lord Jesus places another gift for you upon the Altar. It is the Fruit of the Cross, His 
crucified and risen, living Body and Blood, the Fruit of the Tree of Life, wrapped in bread and wine and given to you. He fills 
you with His Glory. He makes your mouths and your hearts His manger. He abides in you and you in Him. 
 

The Word became flesh to be placed under the Cross for you. You are forgiven. This is why we give. We give because He 
has first given to us. And just as it was a joy for Him to give all He had to us. It is a joy for us to give to one another and His 
church so that this message of forgiveness, life, and salvation may be proclaimed.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you look around the church you will see that is it beautifully decorated. We 
would like to say a special thank you to those that came out to volunteer their time 
and talents to make this possible. Thank you to Mona Erlandson, Wendy Frank, 
Kari Bolen, Gisela McGregor, John & Charlotte Dyck, Trudi Heal, Mabel 
Schmitke, and Sharon & Lyndsey Reid. Also to those who helped set up our big 
beautiful tree in the Sanctuary and brought things over from the Parsonage. All of 
you have helped make this possible. 
Like, good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received.          1 Peter 4:10 
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Welcome to these 10 young people as newly confirmed 
members of our congregation. Please hold them in prayer 
as they take a greater ownership and responsibility on their 
walk of discipleship. 
 
Back row: Mason Hofer, Maggie Theiss, Brock 
Thurmeier, Lyndsey Peltzer, Bryanne Peltzer, Kalem 
Schoneck, Nolan Trembecki, Pastor John 
Front row: Mackenzie Beblow, Kristine Crisanto, Kate 
Elgersma, Brooklyn Niznik 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  If you have a concern you would like to have placed on our 
  Prayer Chain there are orange Prayer Request cards in the 
  pews or please call the church office. If you would like to  
  receive the prayer chain please let us know at the office.  
    

 Missed a service? Have a listen 
       www.brookstrinity.ca.  
You can also see what else is going on at Trinity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Senior’S 
Birthdays 

 

Emily Riste    December 04 
Garnet Altwasser   December 10 
Audrey Johnson    December 16 
Marjorie Stewart    December 16 
Evelyn Hendricksen   December 19 
Alex Connelly    December 20 
George Henderson   December 20 
Grace Pedersen    December 27 
 

December Wedding 
Anniversaries 

 
Dennis & Dina Boyd                December 01 
Michael & Jill Hooke   December 12 
Pete & Patty Green   December 23 
Lindsey & Sharon Reid   December 27 
Earl & Margaret Grosfield  December 29 
Bill & Rhea-Lynn Anderson  December 30 
 

http://www.brookstrinity.ca/
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 President:   Gordon Frank 

 Vice- President:  Bill Anderson 

 Secretary:   Evelyn Harahus 

 Treasurer:   Sharon Reid 

 Financial Secretary:  Shirley Perry 

 Board of Deacon:  Mark Altwasser 

    Harold Stedel 

    Brain Berg 

 Board of Trustees: Randy Flatla 

    Audrey Flatla 

    Colin Musgrove 

 Board of Education: Charlene Musgrove 

    Leta Babb 

    Julie Musgrove 

 Thank you to all of you for serving in this way. 
__________________________________________________ 

We invite all of the photographers in the 
congregation to submit your scenery 
photos to be used for background pictures 
for use on the screen for Sunday mornings.  
You can email them to the church office at 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net.  We are also looking for pictures of our 
members in ministry or scenery for the website and bulletin 
covers.  We look forward to seeing the creativity of our church 
family. 
 

 
We would like to remind all 

who use the church building 

that it is a good fire safety 

practice to keep all interior 

doors closed, especially when 

the church is unoccupied. The 

last person(s) leaving the building should ensure that 

lights are out, interior doors closed and all exterior 

doors locked. This includes the large overhead door to 

the hall, kitchen doors and serving window door, 

classrooms and doors to the sanctuary. In case of fire 

while in the building, leave immediately by the most 

direct route, closing all doors as you go. We pray for 

God’s blessings as we strive to use the gift of the 

building as an extension to spread the Good News and  

Jesus Love.   

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net
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December 04 10:00am with Communion  
Acolyte Nolan Trembecki 
Lector Leona Ferguson 
Storyteller Maggie Theiss 
Sound / Video Myra Altwasser/ Ian Altwasser 
Worship Assistant: Mark Altwasser 
Communion Prep:  Will & Anna Moeller 
Ushers Jayden & Amilyn Harvie 
 Barry & Trudi Heal 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 Romans 15:4-13 
 
December 7  7:00 pm  
Acolyte   Ian Altwasser 
Sound / Video  Emmalyn Elgersma/ Liam Anderson 

Ushers   Colin & Charlene Musgrove 
    
December 11  10:00 am  
Acolyte   Myra Altwasser 
Lector   Trudi Heal 
Storyteller  Julie Musgrove 

Sound / Video  Randy Flatla/ Mason Hofer 

Worship Assistant: Harold Stedel 
Ushers   Stan & Tracey Waddell 
   Lou & Doreen Nester 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 35:1-10 
 James 5:7-11 
  
December 14 7:00pm  
Acolyte Megan Andrews 
Sound / Video Jayden Harvie / Ryan Summach 
Ushers Shirley Perry & Jackie Lester 

 
December 18 10:00am with Communion  
Acolyte Kate Elgersma 
Lector Brandi McCord 
Storyteller Pastor John 
Sound / Video Doug Erlendson/ Ian Altwasser 
Worship Assistant: Brian Berg 
Communion Prep:  Debbie Berg 
Ushers Brian & Debbie Berg 
 Brian & Lorene Nichols 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 7:10-17 
 Romans 1:1-7 
 
 

Worship Services Schedules of Volunteer Duties 

December 21  7:00 pm  
Acolyte   Mason Hofer 
Sound / Video  Emmalyn Elgersma/ Myra Altwasser 

Ushers   John & Charlotte Dyck 
    
December 24  5:00 pm  
Acolyte   Anzelle Muller 
Lector   Gisela McGregor 
Storyteller  Maggie Theiss 

Sound / Video  Randy Flatla/ Liam Anderson 

Worship Assistant: Brain Berg 
Ushers   Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma 
   Leona Ferguson & Anne McMahon 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Titus 2:11-14 
  
December 24  7:00 pm  
Acolyte   Brooklyn Niznik 

Lector   Mona Erlandson 
Storyteller  Maggie Theiss 

Sound / Video  Jayden Harvie & Mason Hofer 

Worship Assistant: Harold Stedel 
Ushers   Gordon & Wendy Frank 
   Brad & Kristen Niznik 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Titus 2:11-14 
  
December 25  10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte   Nicola Muller 
Lector   Anne McMahon 
Storyteller  Julie Musgrove 

Sound / Video  Doug Erlandson/ Ryan Summach 

Worship Assistant: Mark Altwasser 
Ushers   Rudy & Jean Peltzer 
   Brent & Tilly Altwasser 

Scripture Readings: Isaiah 52:7-10 
 Hebrews 1:1-6(7-12) 
______________________________________________ 

Ushers are reminded to please make sure 
that all church doors are locked before leaving after 
Sunday worship.  
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Worship Schedule 
 

 Sundays at 10:00 am 
 

  December  4  A Call to Provide 

  December 11  A Call to Protect 

  December 18  A Call to Praise 

     with a special message from our Sunday School children 

 

 Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
 

  November 30  Christmas Past 

  December   7  Christmas Present 

  December 14  Christmas Future 

  December 21  Night of Praise and Music 

 

 Christmas Eve 
 The Call Interrupts - Anthem 
 

  5:00 pm   Family Candlelight Service 

  7:00 pm    Traditional Candlelight Service 

  


