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To God’s Children in Christ 

Jesus at Trinity, 
 

A few weeks ago I shared a 

short devotion in the Brooks 

Bulletin about winter.  I 

noted a conversation in 

which the person with whom 

I was talking noted that he 

was ready for winter to end, 

and that in general I agreed 

with him.  This has been a 

long winter (or at least it has 

seemed so) with a lot more 

moisture than what we 

usually see (at least in the 

amount that has stayed 

around instead of melting).  

All around I am hearing 

similar comments to the one 

above – people are ready for 

spring to rear its beautiful 

head, as it were. 
 

In general I suspect that 

conversation reflects a truth 

about fallen human nature 

that has been noted again and 

again across the centuries – 

we are rarely satisfied with 

the grass on our side of the 

fence!  Over and over again 

God blesses us with physical, 

spiritual, emotional, 

relational, material, financial 

– name any type you will – 

gifts and we don’t take long 

to go looking for something 

more or different or (at least in 

our eyes) better.  In fact we 

often deny them as gifts from 

God at all, taking credit for 

things that could never have 

been accomplished if God had 

not first given us the ability or 

wisdom or resources to do 

what we so smugly call our 

achievements. 
 

This dissatisfaction with what 

we have (and are, ultimately) 

first shows up in the Garden 

of Eden.  God gave all the 

fruit of those trees which 

could provide food to Adam 

and Eve for them to eat – save 

one.  For whatever reason, 

they were told to not eat of the 

tree known as the Tree of Life.  

And for an unknown time they 

were content not to eat.  But 

when the serpent, the old 

satanic foe who is a liar and 

murderer from the beginning, 

planted the idea that there 

must be something special 

about the tree which would 

make eating from it a good 

thing our first parents began 

the journey which would lead 

to death.  First Satan 

misquoted God to make him 

seem either too strict or not 

fair, then directed Eve to look 

at the fruit and see how good 

it looked (and probably 

tasted), and finally convinced 

them that if they were to eat 

they would become like God!  

Looking over the fence, as it 

were, they thought that the 

grass was a bit greener – 

and death was the result! 
 

We have been dealing with 

that reality and the 

similarity of temptations 

ever since.  If only I had 

this or that, a bit more or a 

bit bigger or a bit newer, 

then surely I would be 

happy.  Thus so often our 

energy is spent in chasing 

after the gods of this world 

with their false promises of 

happiness and peace, of 

security and contentment, 

of fame and fortune – only 

to find that the outcome of 

the journey is bitterness, 

brokenness, guilt and 

shame – all forms of death!   
 

But God’s will for his 

people, now as it was in the 

beginning, is that they have 

life abundantly.  That 

abundance, however, is not 

about how much stuff, how 

many toys, how big the 

bank account, how secure 

our investments, or any 

other of the measures by 

which fallen humanity 

grades enoughness and 

success.  Rather, in the 

continuous upside down 

thinking of God and his 

wisdom which is seen by 

humans as foolishness, 

abundance is found in 

being the least, the servant, 

even the slave, of Christ  
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     Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

 

  Maundy Thursday - March 29 at 7:00 pm 

  Good Friday -           March 30 at 7:00 pm 

  Easter Sunday -        April 1 Brunch at 8:30 am 

               Children’s Lion & Lamb candy hunt 9:15 am           

               Worship w/ Communion at 10:00 am 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

        Trinity Lutheran Church 

          Quilters Appreciation Tea 
 

          Saturday May 5th @ 2pm 

                    In the Fellowship Hall 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Ministry Sharing Opportunity 
 

      Wednesday, April 11 at 6:00 pm 

                Coffee and goodies provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Thank you to the wee leprechaun(s) that blessed us on St. Paddy’s Day (for the 

second year in a row) with the yummiest and prettiest of shamrock cookies!  Sure’n 

you made our day and blessed our hearts!   And we looked for footprints but we 

could not track you!   

                   Pastor John and Maggie and all the grandkids! 

 

 

 
Continued from page 1 

 

and others.  St. Paul said it 

this way in Philippians 

4:11b-13:  “. . . for I have 

learned in whatever 

condition I am in to be 

content.  I know how to be 

put down and I know how 

to abound.  Everywhere and 

in all situations I have 

learned both to be full and 

to be hungry, both to 

abound and to suffer need.  

I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens 

me.” 
 

Paul had learned that in 

accepting who he was and 

where he was in Christ he 

did not need to be or have 

something else.  Not that he 

didn’t grow as he lived in 

Christ and as he wrestled 

with the Scriptures – but 

that he didn’t need to be 

what he wasn’t or have 

what he didn’t.  What he 

could do through Christ and 

the strength he gave were 

not superhuman feats or 

tasks of virtue but the 

otherwise impossible reality 

of living in the peace of 

Christ that comes from 

being a forgiven failure and 

a precious child of the 

heavenly Father.  It is the 

gift of knowing that God is 

God and I am not – and that 

that is ok, in fact, that it is 

exactly how it is meant to 

be!  May God grant you 

such peace by the Holy 

Spirit in Christ Jesus.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Join us as Herb & Heather Klassen (Ryan Summach’s 

Uncle and Aunt) share about their work at Annoor 

Sanitorium in Jordan.  They have many interesting 

stories about the goodness and the challenge of working 

for over 30 years among the Bedouin people in this 

unique setting.  Past visits with the Klassen’s make 

many of us eager to hear more of their story.  Please 

join us and hear firsthand about life in the Middle 

East. 

Sanitorium Founders  

Dr. Eleanor Soltau 

and nurse Aileen Coleman 
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Blessing of the 2018  

Graduates 
 

Join friends, family and the community in 

recognizing and celebrating the 2018 graduates of the 

County of Newell on this milestone in their journey 

of faith and life. 
 

Wednesday, May 16 @ 7 pm 

Griffin Park Theatre 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Please be in prayer for all Graduates  

as May approaches. 
 

Rosemary Grad – May 11 

Duchess Grad – May 12 

Brooks Composite Grad – May 26 

St Joseph Grad – June 1 & 2 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Josiah (Pastor of Student Ministry 

at the E Free Church) and Kelsey (nee:Ramer) 

Johnson on the birth of their baby girl, Naomi Leah 

on February 20, 2018.  God’s blessing on this young 

family. 

 

 

         Annual MCC  

   Soup and Pie Supper 

 

    

(By Donation proceeds going to support the work 

of Mennonite Central Comm) 
 

Wednesday April 11th 

Meal 5:30 – 6:30PM - Program 6:45PM 
 

See the poster on the portable bulletin board for 

more info 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

JOIN US ON APRIL 28, 2018 

FOR OUR “21st ANNUAL 

WALK/RUN FOR LOVE” 
 

Our annual fundraiser, a Walk/Run for Love, will 

take place on April 28, 2018.  Registration is at 

Faith Lutheran Church, 1903 – 19 Ave NW, at 

8:30 am. Coffee, tea, water and muffins will be 

available.  The walk, a 5 km course through 

Confederation Park, begins at 9:30 am.  Finish 

with a light lunch. 
 

This once-a-year fundraiser supports the Ministry in 

our training program for volunteer visitors, who visit 

patients in hospitals and care facilities.  If you cannot 

walk or run, consider being a “virtual walker” by 

collecting pledges.  

Our goal this year is to raise $20,000.   

Please contact your Church office for information 

about available matching grants from FaithLife 

Financial.  For more information about the Walk 

please contact us at (403) 264-4045 or 

lhmsac@gmail.com.  
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Trinity Lutheran 

Church Women 
The next TLCW meeting 

will be on 
May 9th at 1:00 pm 

All ladies are invited to attend. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

      Can you help us? 
  We are looking to replace our 

  mismatched cream and sugar  

  bowls in the church kitchen.  If 

anyone has fancy crystal or cut-glass sets sitting 

around that they would like to gift us please talk to 

Mona Erlandson. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

              Agape Study 
 

 

All ladies are welcome to join us Wednesday 

mornings at 9:30 am (April 4 – 25) in the church 

basement hall. 
 

We are starting a new study – Two Arms 
 

Psalm 34:5 reminds us, “Those who look to Him for 

help will be radiant with joy; no shadow of shame will 

darken their faces” (NLT). 
 

God intends for us to walk in abundant life with Him. 

On this path, we overcome shame to experience the 

fullness of joy. When we look to the cross, we see that 

Jesus’ love made a way for not only forgiveness, but 

true joy. With two arms outstretched on the cross, the 

entire body of Christ is set free. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                         Trinity Lutheran Church            

                       Women Executive 2018 
 

 

 
 

 

     President:  Gisela McGregor 

     Vice- President: Sharon Reid 

      Secretary:  Heather Brown 

      Treasurer:  Charlotte Dyck 

      Program Coordinators  Mona Erlandson 

    Mabel Schmitke 

      Visitation Coordinator Heather Brown 

      Funeral Coordinators Patty Green 

    Julie Musgrove 

    Shirley Perry 

      Squares Coordinator Leeann Prenevost 

 

“As you therefore  

have received  

Christ Jesus the Lord,  

continue to live 

your lives in him.” 
 

                                   - Colossians 2:6 
 

 
 

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 am 
 

We will explore: Would You Rather Be Rich or Be 

Rewarded, Be Safe or Be Free, Be Accepted or Be a 

Standout, Be Religious or Be Transformed. 
 

Breakfast will be shared! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Youth Scavenger Hunt 
 

Sunday April 29th at Noon 

Lunch will be provided. 
 

See you there! 
 

Youth Stuff 
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JARS OF CLAY CARING MINISTRY 
 

There is a world of pain and brokenness out there!  I don’t 

know all of you, but it has been said that there is a 

heartache in every pew.  Everyone that I know has 

experienced hardships, losses, crises, or transitions, so I 

will presume that you ALL know what I am talking about.  

I know that there are some extremely caring, loving, 

giving people in our congregation, people who have 

helped ME, people with that RADAR that can pick up 

unspoken emotions, that know instinctively when hugs are 

needed, and when words aren’t appropriate. We have 

developed the JARS OF CLAY CARING MINISTRY so 

that people who are in need of that special care but are not 

known to us, or are reluctant to have the world know that 

they are struggling, can be paired with a Caring Minister. 
 

It has been said, over and over and over that we need 

people who are willing to lend a sympathetic ear, a soft 

shoulder to cry on, a hand to pull us out of our pit, and a 

voice to speak God’s peace and hope.  And to help our 

Pastors because Pastor John and Maggie council and 

comfort people ALL THE TIME…BUT what about when 

they are overburdened, or ill, or away.  What about that 

person that just needs that extra time that they just don’t 

have? 
 

2 Corinthians 4: 6-9 says, ‘For God, who said, “Let lights 

shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts 

to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 

displayed in the face of Christ.  But we have this treasure 

in Jars Of Clay, to show that this all surpassing power is 

from God and not from us.  We are hard pressed on every 

side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 

persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 

destroyed.’ 
 

JARS OF CLAY CARING MINISTRY will address three 

needs;  

• To create a team of volunteers to join with our 

Pastoral Team of Pastor John and Maggie and any 

future staff, to provide Pastoral Care to our 

congregation and community. 

• To provide someone to walk beside that person who is 

experiencing DISTRESS, be it physical, mental or 

spiritual; related to grief or health issues; relational, 

financial, transitional… 

• To provide an opportunity for Trinity’s members to 

develop and share their gifts of compassion, caring,  

comforting and encouraging. 
 

With the oversite of the Board of Deacons and the 

Pastoral Staff, this Ministry will pair Care Givers with 

Recipients.  It will require dedication, training and 

patience, Love, Hope and Faith.  It will require care 

givers, male and female, of all ages, from various 

backgrounds to commit to join this ministry.  
 

The caring Ministers are learning to share: their EARS to 

listen to the pain and fear of another, or perhaps their 

EYES to see the unspoken pain and fear in another’s 

eyes.  They will share a soft SHOULDER representing 

God’s presence…a shoulder to lean on, or cry on.  They 

will share God’s LOVE with prayer, scripture, stories, 

and blessings. They can truly be the body of Christ… 

Those HURTING people will hopefully, in turn, see and 

hear and sense JESUS in their Eyes, their words and their 

presence.    
 

One of my favorite songs by Steve Bell called 

‘Kindness’. 

“Ours are the hands through which God works 

Ours are the feet on which he moves 

Ours are the voices through which he speaks  

To the world with Kindness 

Through our touch, our smile, our listening ear 

Embodied in us, Jesus is living here 

Let us go now, inSpirited  

Into this world with Kindness. 
 

Jars of Clay is not intended to replace any other 

programs in the church or Community.  This is a 

uniquely Christian ministry; it will be a program of 

listening and providing feedback only.  When or if the 

need for any type of professional care is identified, the 

referrals will be encouraged and overseen by the Pastoral 

Staff.  Volunteers will be encouraging their care 

recipients to achieve goals of recovery and return to 

equilibrium, letting them know that they are loved and 

precious, that their privacy and confidentiality will be 

respected; and that as they are achieving some degree of 

peace and resolution, they have a friend. 
 

We have assembled our first team, we have been 

training… we don’t know exactly where we will be 

going but we are ready to move forward ASAP in this 

Caring Ministry. If you or someone you know could 

benefit from having a Caring Minister, please contact 

Pastor John or Maggie or me for more information. 
 

This team of Caring Ministers who will be 

commissioned includes:  Carol Stedel, Doug Erlandson, 

Faye Altwasser, Gisela McGregor, Harold Stedel, Patty 

Green, Ria Neufeld and Sharon Reid.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Val Deunk 

Jars of Clay Caring Ministry-Pastoral Co-ordinator 
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Have you ever struggled 

with reading through the 

Bible? 
 

3 Benefits  

of Reading the Bible 

Chronologically 
 

1. We understand the story 

better. 
 

The Bible is a huge and 

rather complicated book, 

and it holds a lot of 

information. How does one 

even begin? This is where 

the concept of reading the 

Bible chronologically 

comes in. The Bible is 

made up of 66 different 

books that are grouped 

mainly by genre. Some 

books are primarily 

narrative, others poetry, 

others personal letters, 

others prophecy, etc. So 

just reading it from cover 

to cover will not be the 

same as reading the Bible 

chronologically, or in the 

order the events actually 

happened or were written. 

Purchasing and reading 

through a Bible that is 

specifically chronological, 

in other words, a Bible 

where the books have been 

arranged in the order that 

the events took place, or 

taking classes where the 

Bible is being taught in 

chronological order, will 

help you immensely in 

your journey of 

understanding the Word. 
 

2. We have a clearer and 

broader picture of the 

main character of the 

story, God Himself. 
 

God’s character is 

revealed progressively 

throughout the story of the 

Bible. Just as we do not 

fully know someone upon 

meeting them for the first 

time, nor do we fully 

understand the Lord when 

we only read bits and 

pieces of His story. 

Studying or reading the 

Bible chronologically will 

help bring clarity to His 

character, and provide a 

more full comprehension 

of who God is. 
 

3. We avoid major gaps in 

our understanding of 

God’s plan for mankind. 
 

It might seem easier to 

pick and choose certain 

well-known stories or easy 

to understand passages to 

read while studying the 

Word, but taking time to 

work through the Bible in 

the order the events 

actually happened is both 

wise and helpful in that 

connects all those stories. 

Grasping a narrative or 

one specific biblical 

principle is good, but 

understanding how all the 

accounts of the Word are 

tied to one another and 

what they mean as one 

cohesive record is even 

better, as it will paint the 

picture of what God’s plan 

and purpose for mankind 

really is.  
 

Conclusion 
 

Starting at the beginning 

of this story God has given 

to us and moving forward 

in the correct order will 

create a foundation that 

allows His story to unfold 

progressively and in a 

manner that will help us 

understand God and what 

he is saying, Who He is, as 

well as His magnificent 

plan for the human race. 
 

By Anna Wishart 

From: e360bible.org 

 

If you would like to read 

through your Bible 

chronologically below is 

the order in which you 

would read it. 

 

 Genesis 1-11 

 Job 1-42 

 Genesis 12-50 

 Exodus 1-40 

 Leviticus 1-27 

 Numbers 1-15 

 Psalm 90  

 Numbers 16-36 

 Deuteronomy 1-34 

 Psalm 91  

 Joshua 1-24  

 Judges 1-21  

 Ruth 1-4  

 1 Samuel 1-20 

 Psalms 11; 59  

 1 Samuel 21-24  

 Psalms 7; 27; 31; 34; 

52  

 Psalms 56; 120; 140-

142  

 1 Samuel 25-27  

 Psalms 17; 35; 54; 63  

 1 Samuel 28-31; 

Psalm 18  

 Psalms 121; 123-125; 

128-130  

 2 Samuel 1-4  

 Psalms 6; 8-10; 14; 

16; 19; 21  

 1 Chronicles 1-2  

 Psalms 43-45; 49; 84-

85; 87  

 1 Chronicles 3-5  

 Psalms 73; 77-78  

 1 Chronicles 6  

 Psalms 81; 88; 92-93  

 1 Chronicles 7-10  

 Psalms 102-104  

 2 Samuel 5:1-10; 1 

Chronicles 11-12  

 Psalm 133  

 Psalms 106-107  

 2 Samuel 5:11-6:23;1 

Chronicles 13-16  

 Psalms 1-2; 15; 22-

24; 47; 68  

 Psalms 89; 96; 100; 

101; 105; 132  

 2 Samuel 7; 1 

Chronicles 17  

 Psalms 25; 29; 33; 36; 

39  

 2 Samuel 8-9; 1 

Chronicles 18  

 Psalms 50; 53; 60; 75  

 2 Samuel 10; 1 

Chronicles 19; Psalm 

20  

 Psalms 65-67; 69-70  

 2 Samuel 11-12; 1 

Chronicles 20  

 Psalms 32; 51; 86; 

122  

 2 Samuel 13-15  

 Psalms 3-4; 12-13; 

28; 55  

 2 Samuel 16-18  

 Psalms 26; 40; 58; 61-

62; 64  

 2 Samuel 19-21  

 Psalms 5; 38; 41-42  

 2 Samuel 22-23; 

Psalm 57  

 Psalms 95; 97-99  

 2 Samuel 24; 1 

Chronicles 21-22; 

Psalm 30  
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 Psalms 108-110  

 1 Chronicles 23-25  

 Psalms 131; 138-139; 

143-145  

 1 Chronicles 26-29; 

Psalm 127  

 Psalms 111-118  

 1 Kings 1-2; Psalms 

37; 71; 94  

 Psalms 119:1-88  

 1 Kings 3-4; 2 

Chronicles 1; Psalm 

72 

 Psalm 119:89-176  

 Song of Solomon 1-8  

 Proverbs 1-24 

 1 Kings 5-6; 2 

Chronicles 2-3  

 1 Kings 7; 2 

Chronicles 4  

 1 Kings 8; 2 

Chronicles 5  

 2 Chronicles 6-7; 

Psalm 136  

 Psalms 134; 146-150  

 1 Kings 9; 2 

Chronicles 8  

 Proverbs 25-29 

 Ecclesiastes 1-12 

 1 Kings 10-11; 2 

Chronicles 9  

 Proverbs 30-31  

 1 Kings 12-14  

 2 Chronicles 10-12  

 1 Kings 15:1-24; 2 

Chronicles 13-16  

 1 Kings 15:25-16:34; 

2 Chronicles 17  

 1 Kings 17-22 

 2 Chronicles 18-23 

 Obadiah; Psalms 82-

83  

 2 Kings 1-13 

 2 Chronicles 24  

 2 Kings 14; 2 

Chronicles 25  

 Jonah 1-4  

 2 Kings 15; 2 

Chronicles 26  

 Isaiah 1-8 

 Amos 1-9 

 2 Chronicles 27; 

Isaiah 9-12  

 Micah 1-7  

 2 Chronicles 28; 2 

Kings 16-17  

 Isaiah 13-27  

 2 Kings 18:1-8; 2 

Chronicles 29-31; 

Psalms 48  

 Hosea 1-14 

 Isaiah 28-39 

 Psalms 76  

 Isaiah 40-48 

 2 Kings 18:9-19:37; 

Psalms 46; 80; 135  

 Isaiah 49-66 

 2 Kings 20-21  

 2 Chronicles 32-33  

 Nahum 1-3  

 2 Kings 22-23; 2 

Chronicles 34-35  

 Zephaniah 1-3  

 Jeremiah 1-40 

 Psalms 74; 79  

 2 Kings 24-25; 2 

Chronicles 36  

 Habakkuk 1-3  

 Jeremiah 41-52 

 Lamentations 1-5:22  

 Ezekiel 1-48 

 Joel 1-3  

 Daniel 1-12 

 Ezra 1-6 

 Psalms 137  

 Haggai 1-2  

 Zechariah 1-14  

 Esther 1-10  

 Ezra 7-10  

 Nehemiah 1-13 

 Psalms 126  

 Malachi 1-4 

 Luke 1; John 1:1-14  

 Matthew 1; Luke 2:1-

38  

 Matthew 2; Luke 

2:39-52  

 Matthew 3; Mark 1; 

Luke 3  

 Matthew 4; Luke 4-5; 

John 1:15-51  

 John 2-4  

 Mark 2  

 John 5  

 Matthew 12:1-21; 

Mark 3; Luke 6  

 Matthew 5-8:1-13 

 Luke 7  

 Matthew 11-12:22-50  

 Matthew 13; Luke 8  

 Matthew 8:14-34; 

Mark 4-5  

 Matthew 9-10  

 Matthew 14; Mark 6; 

Luke 9:1-17  

 John 6  

 Matthew 15; Mark 7  

 Matthew 16; Mark 8; 

Luke 9:18-27  

 Matthew 17; Mark 9; 

Luke 9:28-62  

 Matthew 18  

 John 7-10:21  

 Luke 10-11; John 

10:22-42  

 Luke 12-17:10  

 John 11  

 Luke 17:11-18:14  

 Matthew 19; Mark 10 

 Matthew 20-21  

 Luke 18:15-19:48  

 Mark 11; John 12  

 Matthew 22; Mark 12  

 Matthew 23; Luke 20-

21  

 Mark 13  

 Matthew 24-26 

 Mark 14  

 Luke 22; John 13  

 John 14-17  

 Matthew 27; Mark 15  

 Luke 23; John 18-19  

 Matthew 28; Mark 16  

 Luke 24; John 20-21  

 Acts 1-14  

 James 1-5  

 Acts 15-16  

 Galatians 1-6  

 Acts 17-18:18  

 1 Thessalonians 1-5; 2 

Thessalonians 1-3  

 Acts 18:19-19:41  

 1 Corinthians 1-16 

 2 Corinthians 1-13 

 Acts 20:1-3 

 Romans 1-16 

 Acts 20:4-23:35  

 Acts 24-28  

 Colossians1-4; 

Philemon  

 Ephesians 1-6  

 Philippians 1-4  

 1 Timothy 1-6  

 Titus 1-3  

 1 Peter 1-5  

 Hebrews 1-13  

 2 Timothy 1-4  

 2 Peter 1-3; Jude  

 1 John 1-5  

 2 John; 3 John  

 Revelation 1-22  
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What is Easter 

All About? 
 

by Steven Koster 

 

For many people, the word 

“Easter” conjures up idyllic 

images of springtime bunnies 

and colorful baskets filled 

with chocolates and colored 

eggs. You might picture little 

children, dressed up in frilly, 

pastel-colored dresses or 

adorable three-piece suits, 

running across the yard with 

their full attention on the hunt 

at hand. While these images 

reflect modern Easter customs 

in North America, they do not 

begin to tell the whole story of 

Easter, not by a long shot. So, 

let’s cut through the 

peripheral clutter to discover 

what Easter is really all about. 
 

What is Easter? 
 

Easter is the most important 

holiday of the Christian 

Church calendar. Easter in the 

Western Christian tradition is 

always between March 22 and 

April 25, because it falls on 

the first Sunday after the first 

full moon of spring (called the 

vernal or spring equinox). 

Eastern Orthodox churches 

use a different calendar 

formula, and often celebrate 

on a different day. 
 

A simple definition of Easter 

is: the holiday on which 

Christians celebrate the 

resurrection of Christ Jesus 

from the dead after he was 

crucified. Christ’s resurrection 

is the central tenet of the 

Christian faith, and so Easter 

is a time when Christians 

rejoice in the fact that “it was 

impossible for death to keep 

its hold on him” (Acts 2:24). 

For Christians, Easter 

celebrates Christ’s ultimate 

sacrifice for all people and his 

victory over death and sin. 

His resurrection is a hopeful 

reminder to all Christians that 

they too will one day 

experience resurrection as 

God makes all things new. 
 

The word “Easter” and the 

celebration the holiday are not 

directly mentioned in the 

Bible. Rather, Easter 

celebrates the resurrection 

events attested in Luke 24:1-

12, Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 

16:1-9, and John 20:1-23. The 

events of Easter occurred 

during the Hebrew season of 

Pascha, or Passover, so the 

early celebrations used those 

names too. The earliest 

written reference about the 

celebration of the Easter 

holiday dates to the mid-

second century C.E., 

demonstrating that by circa 

the year 150 C.E., practices 

and traditions associated with 

Easter were already 

developed. 
 

What is the Meaning 

Behind Easter? 
 

While Easter has always been 

about celebrating the death 

and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, the emphasis of the 

celebration has developed 

over time. In the earliest days, 

Easter celebrations reflected 

the celebration of the Hebrew 

Passover, in which a lamb 

was sacrificed to save the 

lives of people. The earliest 

writings about Easter focused 

on Christ’s suffering and 

death, and meditated on Christ 

as the “Passover lamb, 

sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). 

Some early Christians even 

linked the celebration of 

Hebrew Pascha with the 

Greek word paschein, to 

suffer, from which we get 

“passion.”  
 

But by the 4th century C.E., 

the meaning of Easter 

encompassed not just 

remembering the suffering of 

Jesus, but also celebrating his 

resurrection from death to life, 

showing his victory over evil 

and his validation as God’s 

anointed. Today, Christians 

commonly greet each other on 

Easter by one person 

exclaiming “Christ has risen!” 

and another responding “He 

has risen indeed!” This Easter 

greeting originated in the 

Eastern church (based on 

Luke 24:33-34), and is 

practiced around the world 

today. It is a simple phrase 

that reflects both the joy and 

centrality of the resurrection 

to the Easter holiday. 
 

How is Easter Celebrated? 
 

Early in Church history, the 

celebration of Easter came to 

center around the three holy 

days known as Good Friday 

(when Christ was crucified), 

Dark Saturday (when Christ 

lay dead in the tomb), and 

Easter (or Resurrection 

Sunday). Observance of these 

holy days included practices 

of fasting, prayer, and 

communal worship. 

Foundational to the Easter 

celebration was the Easter 

Vigil (often held late on 

Saturday or early Sunday) 

which climaxed with the 

lighting of a candle 

symbolizing the entering of 

Christ’s light into the world 

through the resurrection. 

Baptism of new believers on 

Easter morning was also 

common, followed by 

communion. 
 

During the Middle Ages, 

traditions around the 

observance of Easter became 

quite elaborate and detailed 

re-enactments of the biblical 

account of Holy Week (Palm 

Sunday through Easter) were 

popular. At the same time, 

traditions associated with 

non-Christian celebrations of 

Springtime were slowly 

adapted into Christian 

practice. For example, eggs, a 

symbol of new life since 

ancient times, came to be 

associated with Christ’s 

resurrection, and decorating 

eggs at Easter time became a 

common practice in Europe 

(a practice that was already 

common in the Eastern 

church).  
 

After the Protestant 

Reformation in the West, 

some Reformers stripped 

away most forms of Easter 

liturgy and tradition in the 

worship service, leaving only 

the names of the holy days 

and the associated biblical 

readings. While the Eastern 

Churches, Roman Catholic, 

and more liturgical Protestant 

traditions have retained 

robust traditions and liturgies 

around the celebration of 

Easter, some of the more 

austere Protestant traditions 

have only relatively recently 

begun to rediscover and 

reinstitute, to varying 

degrees, Easter liturgy and 

traditional practices. Today, 

some Protestant churches 

celebrate Ash Wednesday  

and the season of Lent that  
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promise is that in so doing, 

you will never lack. 
  

I can almost hear it now: 

“But that’s from the Old 

Testament!” But our Lord 

Jesus Himself gives us 

similar promises in the New 

Testament. He says, at the 

conclusion of the parable of 

the talents, “For to everyone 

who has will more be given, 

and he will have an 

abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  
 

And then at the end of the 

parable of the dishonest 

manager, he says: “One who 

is faithful in a very little is 

also faithful in much, and 

one who is dishonest in a 

very little is also dishonest in 

much. If then you have not 

been faithful in the 

unrighteous wealth, who will 

entrust to you the true 

riches? And if you have not 

been faithful in that which is 

another’s, who will give you 

that which is your own? No 

servant can serve two 

masters, for either he will 

hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted 

to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve God 

and money” (Luke 16:10–

13).  
 

And in His sermon on the 

mount, he says: “Do not lay 

up for yourselves treasures 

on earth, where moth and 

rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal, 

but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” 

(Matt. 6:19–21). 
  

We have become 

conditioned against these  

promises because of their 

misuse by the peddlers of the 

prosperity gospel – the guys 

on TV who say you get rich 

by putting God in your debt. 

And thus, we miss out on the 

fact that God does reward 

temporal faithfulness in 

temporal matters with 

temporal blessings.  
 

It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all 

from God’s grace, His 

fatherly divine goodness and 

mercy. But those Bible 

passages just quoted do in 

fact say what they say! It’s 

not the Old Testament’s 

problem. It’s ours. It is almost 

as if we have become so 

jaded against this that we 

think it a virtue to be stingy 

with our offerings. 
  

But our Father in heaven still 

loves to bless those who bless 

others. He loves to give to 

those who give freely and 

generously. In fact, he 

challenges us to challenge 

Him: “Bring the full tithe into 

the storehouse, that there may 

be food in my house. And 

thereby put me to the test, 

says the Lord of hosts, if I 

will not open the windows of 

heaven for you and pour 

down for you a blessing until 

there is no more need” (Mal. 

3:10). 
  

And so, while we don’t give 

so that we would get, we do 

receive from the Lord in 

order to give, and He will 

bless your giving with more 

receiving. For “He who did 

not spare his own Son but 

gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things” 

(Rom. 8:32)? 
 

From the Lutheran Church 

Missouri Synod Website 

www.lcms.org 

Our Father in heaven sent 

His Son, Jesus, to be our 

savior. His atoning 

sacrifice is the firstfruits 

of all the dead, a pleasing 

aroma to His Father – and 

ours – so that His perfect 

life and death count for all 

who believe in Him.  
 

He claimed us as His own 

children in Holy Baptism. 

He sustains and 

strengthens our faith with 

His Holy Word and His 

Body and Blood. As new 

creatures, who have put 

on Christ, we bear good 

fruit. We do the good 

works prepared for us, 

which He makes known to 

us in His Word.  
 

By faith then, trusting in 

the Word of God, we do 

what he says because He 

does not lie and always 

keeps His promises. For 

“without faith it is 

impossible to please God, 

because anyone who 

comes to him must 

believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him” (Heb. 

11:6).  
 

And so the Lord promises: 

“Honor the Lord with 

your wealth and with the 

firstfruits of all your 

produce; then your barns 

will be filled with plenty, 

and your vats will be 

bursting with wine” (Prov. 

3:9-10).  
 

How do we honor the 

Lord with the wealth that 

God has given us in His 

generosity? By giving it 

generously to those whom 
the Lord has called us to 

love and support: your 
family, your society, and 

your church. And His 

April 2018 Stewardship Newsletter Article leads up to Easter, put on 

Passion Plays (reminiscent of 

the elaborate re-enactments of 

the Middle Ages), or hold Easter 

morning sunrise services 

(reminiscent of the ancient 

Easter Vigil). 
 

Why Celebrate Easter? 
 

Although the way Easter has 

been celebrated over time has 

developed and changed, the 

essence of what Christians 

celebrate on this day has 

remained the same, “that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

Setting aside dedicated time to 

prepare for and celebrate this 

amazing good news is 

important, both to us as 

individual Christians and as the 

communal Church. Celebrating 

Easter is a reminder to keep 

focused on the gift of God’s 

salvation through Christ Jesus 

and on our charge to live as 

God’s Easter people. 
 

However you celebrate Easter 

this year, remember that you 

join with billions of Christians 

worldwide, and a great crowd of 

witnesses, as you rejoice in the 

fact that “Christ has risen! He 

has risen indeed!” 

 
Steven Koster is Executive Editor of 

Today Devotional and Director of 

ReFrame Media 
 

From today.reframemedia.com 

March 6, 2018 •  
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WORSHIP SERVICES SCHEDULE 

OF VOLUNTEER DUTIES 
 
April 01   Easter Sunday 
   10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:   Claire Anderson 
Lector:   Trudi Heal 
Story Teller:  Myra Altwasser 
Sound / Video:  Myra Altwasser / Liam Anderson 
Worship Assistant: Gordon Frank 
Communion Prep: Doris Bachand 
Ushers:   Candice Bloor / Barb Tamura 
   John & Charlotte Dyck 
 

April 08   10:00 am 
Acolyte:   Logan Andrews 
Lector:   Kristen Niznik 
Story Teller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound / Video:  Doug Erlandson / Myra Altwasser 
Worship Assistant: Harold Stedel 
Ushers:   Vince & Laura Marie Elgersma / 
   Leona Ferguson / Anne McMahon 
Scripture Readings: Acts 4:32-35 / 1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

April 15   10:00 am with Communion 
Acolyte:   Kelcie Beblow 
Lector:   Brandi McCord 
Story Teller:  Pastor John 
Sound / Video:  Randy Flatla / Jayden Harvie 
Communion Prep: Debbie Berg 
Worship Assistant: Mark Altwasser 
Ushers:   Gordon & Wendy Frank /  
   Pete & Patty Green 
Scripture Readings: Acts 3:11-21 / 1 John 3:1-7 
 

April 22   10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Katherine Bolen 
Lector:   Gisela McGregor 
Story Teller:  Maggie Theiss 
Sound / Video:  Greg Frank / Randy Flatla 
Worship Assistant: Gordon Frank 
Ushers:   Jayden & Amilyn Harvie / 
   Barry & Trudi Heal 
Scripture Readings: Acts 4:1-12 / 1 John 3:16-24 
 

April 29   10:00 am  
Acolyte:   Kristine Crisanto 
Lector:   Anne McMahon 
Story Teller:  Julie Musgrove 
Sound / Video:  Jayden Harvie / Mason Hofer 
Worship Assistant: Harold Stedel 
Ushers:   Randy & Corry Flatla / 
   Doug & Mona Erlandson 
Scripture Readings: Acts 8:26-40 / 1 John 4:1-21 

 

 
 
Brent & Rebecca Kroschel Apr. 04 
Curtis & Heather Tornquist Apr. 07 
Robert & Valerie Heiland Apr. 07 
Kelly & Jackie Lester Apr. 09 
Frank & Sandra Zasadny Apr. 12 
Richard & Shelly Deunk Apr. 19 
Daniel & Dione Christman Apr. 20 
Brian & Roxanne Rivoire Apr. 21 
Colin & Georgie Brown Apr. 26 
Shawn & Brandy Gleisner Apr. 29 
Danny & Danielle Thomas Apr. 30 
 

If you would like to have your anniversary included in the Wedding 
Anniversary list please call the church office. 

 

 
 
 

Doreen Nester  Apr. 01 
Wayne Sinclair  Apr. 02 
Vi Olsen   Apr. 06 
Elfriede Schuett  Apr. 07 
Clarice Anderson  Apr. 07 
Anita Chivers  Apr. 08 
Liz Banek  Apr. 09 
Marlene Schultz  Apr. 10 
Betty Stica  Apr. 12 
Janice Koza  Apr. 14 
Josie Ball  Apr. 15 
Esther Christman  Apr. 17 
Rose Rasmuson  Apr. 20 
Sharon Friesen  Apr. 22 
George VanderLinden Apr. 22 
Fran Mortensen  Apr. 30 

 

If you are a Senior and would like to have your name included on 
the Seniors’ birthday list, please call the church office. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Trinity Wear 
 

**An order is going in after Easter!** 
 

There are different T-shirt and Hoodie styles and several 
colors and logos to choose from.  Stop by the church office 
to look at and try on different samples.  Sizes range from 
Toddler all the way up to 2XL.  We will be doing orders 
every couple of months 
 

  
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

APRIL SENIOR’S BIRTHDAYS 
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~ April 2018 ~ 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Easter Sunday 
 

8:30 am Brunch 
9:15 am Lion & 
Lamb Hunt 
10:00 am Festival 
Worship 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

2 
 

Easter Monday – 
Office Closed 
 

3 
 

Pastor John & Maggie 
day off 
 
1:00 pm Quilting 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA 

4 
 

Pastor John & Maggie 
day off 
 

 

9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible study 
 

5 
 

10:00 am Board of 
Education 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

 

6 
 
Maggie day off 
 

7 
 
Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 

3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle meeting  
 

8 

 

9:00 am Education 
Hour 
10:00 am Worship 
 

1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

 
 

 

9 
 
Maggie day off 
 
5:00 pm Deacon’s 
meeting 
 
6:00 pm Brownies 
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 
Pathfinders 
 

10 
 
11:00 am Staff 
meeting 
 

1:00 pm Quilting 
 

7:00 pm Worship 
Committee meeting 
 

8:00 pm AA 

11 
 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible study 
2:00 pm Bible Study @ 
Newbrook Lodge 
4:45 pm Confirmation 
6;00 pm Annoor 
Sanitorium 
Presentation 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm AA / Alanon 
 

13 
 
Pastor John day off 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
Pastor John & Maggie 
day off 
 
 
 
 

 

3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle meeting  
 

15 
 

9:00 am Education 
Hour 

 

10:00 am Worship 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 

16 

 

Pastor John & Maggie 
day off 
 
 
6:00 pm Brownies 
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 
Pathfinders 
 

17 
 

9:00am – 3:00pm 
Pastor Cluster 

 
1:00 pm Quilting 
 
 

7:00 pm Council 
meeting 
 

8:00 pm AA 

18 
 

 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible study 
 
 
 
4:45 pm Confirmation 
 

19 
 
Pastor John @ LCMC ---- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA / Alanon 
 

20 
 
NW District Conference 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle meeting  
 

22 
 
 
 

9:00 am Education 
Hour (No Adult) 
10:00 am Worship  
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 

23 

 
 
 
 
 

 

6:00 pm Brownies 
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 
Pathfinders 

24 
 
 

Trinity Times deadline 
 
1:00 pm Quilting 
2:00 pm Staff meeting 
 

 
 

8:00 pm AA 
 

25 

 
9:30 am Agape Ladies 
Bible study 
 
12:00 pm Staff Lunch 
 
4:45 pm Confirmation 
 

26 
 
Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 pm AA / Alanon 

27 

 
Pastor John & 
Maggie day off 
 
 
 
 
 

28 

 
Pastor John day off 
 
 
3:30 – 5:30 pm 
Church of God 
Tabernacle meeting 
 

29 
 

9:00 am Education 
Hour  
10:00 am Worship  
12:00 pm Youth 
Scavenger Hunt 
 
1:30 – 3:30 pm Church 
of God Tabernacle 
Worship Service 
 
2:00 pm Pastor John @ 
Iddesleigh 
 

30 

 
Pastor John day off 
 
 
 

 

6:00 pm Brownies 
6:30 pm Girl Guides / 
Pathfinders 
 

   Communion Sundays 
 

April 1 
 

April 15 
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“Serve Christ our Lord by welcoming, equipping & sending disciples” 
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

811 Cassils Road W 

Brooks, AB  T1R 0E4 

 

PHONE: 

(403) 362-4259 

 

FAX: 

(403) 362-6298 

 

E-MAIL: 

brkstrin@telusplanet.net 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.brookstrinity.ca 

Trinity Times 
 
 

The next deadline is  
April 24.   

mailto:brkstrin@telusplanet.net

