
40 Days of Prayer

"The end of all things is near; therefore, be alert and

sober-minded for prayer." - 1 Peter 4:7 [CSB]

"If my people, who bear my name, humble themselves,

pray and seek my face, and turn from their evil ways,

then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal

their land." - 2 Chronicles 7:14 [CSB]



Four Main Categories of Prayer
1) Leadership: How can we develop and

deploy our staff and church members

relative to gifts, talents, personality and

calling for optimum effectiveness?

 
2) Outreach: What are specific ways we

(ISBC) can be making a greater impact

regionally?

 
3) Stewardship: What are God's highest

purposes for our three properties (Hill Road

East, Hill Road West and Glenwood)?

 
4) Discipleship: How do we engage the

entire church in our discipleship flow? 

The Ground Rules
We are asking you to spend 40 days in vertical conversation with the
Father before we enter into horizontal conversations with each other
regarding some very specific points of prayer which will be outlined
below. Before starting this journey, spend time in confession and
repentance with the Father to prepare your heart for the journey (1 John
1:8–9). Take a pen and notebook and write down any and all thoughts
that come to mind before, during, and after your times alone with God.
We want to capture these thoughts and ideas to begin having
conversations on ISBC 2020 Vision in January. 

The Process
Each daily prayer prompt relates to one of these categories and will be
indicated by the category name. Don't be discouraged if you miss a day
here and there, you can catch up. We are praying that God richly
blesses and grows you and our church over the course of the next 40
days! Thank you for engaging with this process!



Day 1 - Leadership: Prayer for gratefulness to God for the staff He

has called to serve here – 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13;             
 Hebrews 13:16-18
 

Day 2 - Outreach: To see the communities around each campus

and around where we all live, with God’s eyes – 1 Samuel 16:7;       
Matthew 9:36; Luke 10: 33-34 
 

Day 3 - Stewardship: Wisdom on maintenance needs                            

– 1 Chronicles 26:27; Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 14:28-30
 

Day 4 - Discipleship: Equipping parents to be the primary discipler

of their kids – Deuteronomy 6:5-9; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:4
 

Day 5 - Leadership: Discernment by them and for them                      

– Matthew 10:16; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 6:10-20
 

Day 6 - Outreach: Prayer for our neighbors – Mark 12:31;
Romans 13:10; 1 Timothy 2:1
 

Day 7 - Stewardship: Prayer for people to fill the space we have

and we are reaching them in a purposeful fashion                         

– Matthew 9:37-38; Mark 16:15-16
 

Day 8 - Discipleship: Properly assimilate new members into the

body and life of the church – Romans 12:4-5;              
 Ephesians 1:13-19; Ephesians 2:19-22
 

Day 9 - Leadership: Flexibility in responding to needs within the

ministry area they oversee – Isaiah 30:15; Philippians 4:12-14;  
1 Corinthians 9:22-23
 

Day 10 - Outreach: Understanding the needs of the people         

– Matthew 25:35-36; Colossians 4:5-6 
 

Day 11 - Stewardship: Wisdom for potential revitalization of our

current space – Ezra 2:68; Proverbs 4:7; Matthew 25:21



Day 12 - Discipleship: Multiplication/purposeful expansion of

Sunday School – Isaiah 55:10-11; 2 Jeremiah 30:19; Acts 12:24
 

Day 13 - Leadership: Clarity as to their role in that ministry                      

– Hebrews 13:20-21; James 1:5
 

Day 14 - Outreach: Enhanced relationships and effectiveness with

ministry partners – Ecclesiastes 4:9; John 10:16; Romans 14:19
i. Current ministry partners

ii. Wisdom on new local ministry partners

 

Day 15 - Stewardship: Proper stewardship of the space we

already have and financial blessing over that space (what we have)

and the future (what we could have). – Psalm 20:7; 2 Corinthians
9:8; 1 Peter 4:10
 

Day 16 - Discipleship: Discovery and development of additional

lay leaders – Galatians 6:9; Philippians 2: 13; Hebrews 13:7
 

Day 17 - Leadership: Families to which the staff ministers                

– Jeremiah 3:15; 1 Peter 5:2-3
 

Day 18 - Outreach: Understanding and making an impact in our

"Jerusalem" – Acts 1:8; Acts 16:9-10; 1 John 3:18 

 

Day 19 - Stewardship: Knowing God provides when his children

obey, prayer for faithful tithing and a heart of cheerful giver                

– Luke 12:48; 2 Corinthians 8:12; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
 

Day 20 - Discipleship: Leading people to discover their gifts,

helping people leverage their SHAPE (Spiritual Gifts; Heart;

Abilities; Personality; Experience) to find their place of ministry in

our church   – Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 7:7; Ephesians
4:11-13
 

Day 21 - Outreach: Prayer for our city and county leaders                 
– Isaiah 60:12; Jeremiah 29: 7; 1 Timothy 2:1-3
 



Day 22 - Stewardship: Prayer for future building projects- 
 lobby and more – Proverbs 3:5-6; 2 Corinthians 9:10-11;    
 Colossians 3:23-24  
 
Day 23 - Discipleship: Publicizing serve needs. Proper
communication of needs and actions and celebration of success   
– Psalm 19:14; Matthew 12:37; Ephesians 4:29
 
Day 24 - Outreach: Prayer for our first responders and the
challenges they face. More first responders died by suicide a
year ago than were killed on the job – Deuteronomy 31:8;
Psalm 34:15-18; Psalm 40:1-3
 
Day 25 - Stewardship: Proper tweaks for space for office/staff
and Sunday School growth – 2 Corinthians 9:12;         
 Philippians 4:19
 
Day 26 - Discipleship: Strengthen marriages – Mark 10:9;
Ephesians 5:28-30, 33; 1 Peter 4:8
 
Day 27 - Leadership: Prayer for continued hearts of shepherds
in challenging times – Luke 18:27; Romans 12:1-2;                          
2 Timothy 4:3-5
 
Day 28 - Outreach: Prayer for our schools, the teachers,
administrators and the students who attend in those mission
fields – Proverbs 2:6-11; John 14:27
 
Day 29 - Stewardship: Maintaining a proper perspective into
how and why we approach expansion and renovation projects              
– Matthew 16:23-25; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 
 
Day 30 - Discipleship: Clear, purposeful vision for men’s,
women’s, seniors adult ministries, family, food – ALL ministries
at ISBC – Proverbs 11:14; Jeremiah 29:11-12
 
Day 31 - Leadership: Prayer for leadership on possible future
staff  – Matthew 6:33; Luke: 10:2; Acts 1:23-26



Day 32 - Outreach: Prayer for how to reach non-believers, those

who do not know Christ – Matthew 11:28-30; John 14:6;                  
2 Thessalonians 3:1 
 

Day 33 - Stewardship: Improvements on audio/visual, tech,

lighting and sound, live stream, etc., to enhance the experience of

worship inside our properties and increase ability to reach those

outside (website, etc.) – 1 John 1:7; Colossians 3:17
 

Day 34 - Discipleship: Enhancement of intent and success of

family ministry program at ISBC – 1 Chronicles 16: 11;
Philippians 3:14; Colossians 1:9-10
 

Day 35 - Outreach: Prayer for how to nurture and disciple

discouraged and disconnected who need hope today                         

– 2 Chronicles 20:15; Romans 15:13; Hebrews 10:19-25 
 

Day 36 - Stewardship: Updating and modernizing our facilities’

security systems and processes for our children’s ministry and all

members – Psalm 91:9-11; Psalm 105:4; Matthew 19:13-14 
 

Day 37 - Discipleship: Develop loving relationships within

the church family, valuing every age group and their impact                        

– Matthew 7:11-12; John 13:34-35; Ephesians 4:14-16;     
 Genesis 1:27; Proverbs 20:29; 1 Corinthians 12:4
 

Day 38 - Outreach: Prayer for the disenchanted, disenfranchised,

“dischurched” believers (saved but not in fellowship), to reclaim

their enthusiasm and how we help – Job 22:21-25; Romans 15:1
 

Day 39 - Discipleship: Pray to share our lives, not just the same

space and content – Philippians 2:3-5; Titus 2: 1-8; 1 Peter 4:10
 

Day 40 - Outreach: Prayer of enhancing the community perception

of how we share with people around us how God is at work in and

through us through better communication and engagement                

– Psalm 73:28; Acts 2:42-45




