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Mark 7:24-8:9 

- The Children’s Crumbs - 
February 28th, 2021

Reading Plan [02.22 - 02.27] 

Day 1: Familiarize yourself with the passage for this Sunday. 

           Write down any questions that come to mind as you read the text. 

 Mark 7:24-8:9 - 

Day 2: What does Jesus’ miraculous providence of bread say about who He is? 

 Exodus 16 - 

  

   

Day 3: Why do you think Jesus and His disciples went first to the Jews and then to everyone else? 

 Deuteronomy 7:6-7 - 

 Romans 1:16 - 

 Acts 13:13-52 - 

Day 4: Though the Jews were chosen as a people in a special way, should they have been surprised that God wanted 

to save all people? 

 Psalm 96 -  

Day 5: Though the Gospel went first to the Jewish people, does that mean they have a special standing in Christ’s 

Kingdom? 

 Colossians 3 - 



- Mark 7:24-8:9 Text Diagram - 
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24    And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
       And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, 
        yet he could not be hidden. 
25       But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
          heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. 

26     Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. 
        And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
27       And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, 
          for it is not right to take the children's bread 
           and throw it to the dogs.” 

28     But she answered him, “Yes, Lord;  
        yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs.” 
29       And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way; 
          the demon has left your daughter.” 
30         And she went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone. 

31    Then he returned from the region of Tyre 
       and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee,  
        in the region of the Decapolis. 

32     And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, 
        and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 

33       And taking him aside from the crowd privately, 
          he put his fingers into his ears, 
           and after spitting touched his tongue. 
34          And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
            “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 
35            And his ears were opened,   his tongue was released,   and he spoke plainly. 

36       And Jesus charged them to tell no one. 
          But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 
37         And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, 
           “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

8:1   In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, 
       and they had nothing to eat, 
        he called his disciples to him and said to them, 
2       “I have compassion on the crowd, 
          because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 
3          And if I send them away hungry to their homes, 
            they will faint on the way. 
             And some of them have come from far away.” 

4      And his disciples answered him, 
       “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?” 

5      And he asked them,   “How many loaves do you have?” 
       They said,           “Seven.” 

6       And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. 
         And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, 
          he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; 
           and they set them before the crowd. 
7           And they had a few small fish.  
             And having blessed them, 
              he said that these also should be set before them. 

8        And they ate and were satisfied. 
          And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 
9          And there were about four thousand people. 
            And he sent them away. 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is silly way you have been injured (cont.)? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 7:24-30: Jesus _______________ has no borders.    

Discussion question(s): 

1. Jesus ministry to the Gentiles would have been shocking to most of the Jewish people of His day. 

What kinds of prejudices might limit our mission work today? Racial? Economic? National? Religious? 

Verse(s) 7:31-38: Jesus _______________ has no borders.  

Discussion question(s): 

1. What “borders” are we nervous to cross for Jesus’ mission? Literal borders? Metaphorical borders? 

Verse(s) 8:1-9: Jesus _______________ has no borders.  

Discussion question(s): 

1. Do all three stories show the power and compassion of Jesus?  

2. Why is it important for people to see both His power and His compassion? 

3. What ministries have you participated in that you think best shows Jesus’ compassion? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 24-30: 
  Tyre & Sidon - Jesus headed into Gentile (Non-Jewish) territory 
North-West of Galilee. This region was historically political enemies 
of the Jewish people. A Non-biblical Jewish writing from 100 BC 
described the Messiah as one who would expel & subdue Gentiles. 
  Could Not Be Hidden - Mark doesn’t tell us Jesus’ exact 
motivation in heading into Gentile territory. However, it is 
reasonable to assume that He was seeking rest since His attempts at 
rest kept getting interrupted (6:30-34). Yet, His fame spread so far 
that even in Gentile territory He was known as a miraculous healer. 
  Gentile - These three passages about Jesus’ ministry in Gentile 
territory provide a starting contrast between how the Pharisees 
received Him. The Gentiles, who are assumed to be spiritually in the 
dark, have more incite than the religious leaders of the Jews. 
  Children…Dogs - In response to the women’s request, Jesus 
offered a parable. Many have mistakenly seen Jesus’ answer as 
offensive. It is true that being called a “dog” in Jesus’ day was an 
insult. Two clues helps us to see why Jesus meant no offense and 
the woman took no offense. First, Jesus didn’t use the Gr. word for 
the street dogs which where despised as unclean scavengers. 
Instead, Jesus used the Gr. word for a household pet. There are no 
examples of the word Jesus used being used in a pejorative way. 
Secondly, & more importantly, is the nature of a parable. A parable 
intended to teach one main truth through comparison with everyday 
life. We should not find meaning in every detail of a parable. 
  The parable taught that just as it is appropriate for the father to 
feed the children before the dogs, it is appropriate for the Messiah 
to go first to the Jews & then to the rest of the world (Is 49:5-6 & 
Rom 1:16). Jesus wanted to teach about the proper order of the 
Messiah’s mission (1st to the Jew and then to the Greek) not about 
the intrinsic value of Jew vs. Gentile lives (children vs. dogs). 
  Yes, Lord - Jesus had to explain privately most of His parables to 
His disciples. Yet this woman demonstrated a spiritual 
understanding of Jesus’ teachings. 
  Eat the Children’s Crumbs - The Gr. word eat was only used three 
times in Mark—the feeding of the 5,000, the feeding of the 4,000, 
and here (6:42, 7:28, & 8:8). The phrase could be translated, “the 
dogs under the table eat their fill of the children's crumbs.” The 
woman believed that though the Messiah’s mission was first to the 
Jews, He would have the authority, power, and desire to rescue the 
Gentiles as well. She believed Jesus was a good father who could 
provide abundantly for everyone in the household. 
  For this Statement…Demon Gone - Her statement demonstrated 
Her faith in Jesus’ ability to save. As else where in Mark, (5:34) Jesus 
rescues those who have faith in Him. 

Verse(s) 31-37: 
  Decapolis - Jesus’ ministry has brought Him to the Gentile 
Decapolis before (Mark 5:1-20). Last time He left the citizens were 
not happy with Him. The man who was possessed by Demons which 
Jesus left behind has been successful in his missions work (5:19). 
  His Ears…Touched His Tongue…Looking Up…He Sighed - B/c 
the man could not hear, Jesus communicated through simple sign 
language what He was preparing to do. 
  Ephphatha - An Aramaic word which Mark trans. 
  Jesus Charged them to Tell No One -  Previously in the 
Decapolis, Jesus told the Gerasene Demoniac to go & tell everyone 
what God had done for him (5:19).  Apparently, Jesus preferred for 
the people to know Him as the one who can overthrow the Kingdom 
of Darkness rather than someone who can heal earthy bodies. The 
whole purpose of the Messianic Secret was to prevent people from 
getting the wrong idea about who He was & what His mission was. 
  Makes the Deaf Hear & the Mute Speak - Is 35 describes the 
world after the Messiah has rescued it. The prophecy describes 
healing of the blind, lame, deaf, & mute. Ironically, though Gentiles 
wouldn’t have known this prophecy, they were able to see Jesus 
more clearly than the people to whom the prophecy was given. 

Verse(s) 1-9: 
  In Those Days - While they were still in Gentile territory. 
  Three Days - Mark gives the picture of a camp revival meeting that 
has gone so long they’ve run out of food. 
  How Can One Feed These People - More likely than forgetting 
about the 5,000, the disciples where subtly asking for miraculous 
intervention without directly asking for it. 
  They Ate & Were Satisfied - The Gr. word showed it was the same 
level of filling & satisfaction as the 5,000 (6:42) & as the dogs under 
the table (7:28). Jesus proved the woman’s faith to be true. 
  Four Thousand People - 4,000 total, rather than 5,000 men. A 
smaller crowd, but no less a miracle.

- Class Notes -


