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Mark 6:53-7:13 

- The Tradition of Men - 
February 14th, 2021

Reading Plan [02.08 - 02.13] 

Day 1: Familiarize yourself with the passage for this Sunday. Write down any questions that come to mind as you read 

the text. 

 Mark 6:53-7:13 - 

Day 2: Jesus interpreted Isaiah 29:13 as a prophecy against the Pharisees hypocrisy. What does this passage teach us 

about hypocrisy? 

 Isaiah 29:11-24 - 

    

Day 3: How does God feel about those who choose how and when they will be obedient? 

 1 Samuel 15 - 

Day 4: Does the Lord need our sacrifices and offerings?? 

 Psalm 50 -  

Day 5: What does it mean to “walk” in the ways of the Lord? 

 Leviticus 26 - 



- Mark 6:53-7:13 Text Diagram - 

92

6:53  When they had crossed over, 
       they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 
54      And when they got out of the boat, 
         the people immediately recognized him 
55        and ran about the whole region 
           and began to bring the sick people on their beds 
            to wherever they heard he was. 

56     And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, 
        they laid the sick in the marketplaces 
         and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. 
          And as many as touched it were made well. 

7:1     Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, 
         with some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem, 
2         they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, 
           that is, unwashed. 
3                      (For the Pharisees and all the Jews 
                        do not eat unless they wash their hands properly, 
                        holding to the tradition of the elders, 
4                       and when they come from the marketplace, 
                         they do not eat unless they wash. 

                          And there are many other traditions that they observe,  
                           such as the washing of cups and pots 
                            and copper vessels and dining couches.) 

5       And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
        “Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, 
          but eat with defiled hands?” 

6       And he said to them, 
        “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, 
          as it is written, 

                   “‘This people honors me with their lips, 
                        but their heart is far from me; 

7                    in vain do they worship me, 
                        teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 

8                         You leave    the commandment of God 
                          and hold to  the tradition of men.” 

9       And he said to them,  
        “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God 
          in order to establish your tradition! 
10         For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; 
                      and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 

11         But you say,  
           ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, 
            “Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban”’ 
                                                              (that is, given to God)—  
12            then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother,  
13             thus making void the word of God  
                by your tradition that you have handed down.  
                 And many such things you do.”



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is silly fear you have? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 6:53-7:6: Hypocrisy is a disconnect between the ____________ and the ____________.    

Discussion question(s): 

1. What are the distractions that most commonly cause a disconnect between your “hands” and your 

“heart”? 

2. Is there anything we can do to remove those distractions? What advice can we give each other? 

Verse(s) 21-22: Hypocrisy is a disconnect between the ____________ _____ God and the ____________ _____ God.  

Discussion question(s): 

1. What are some “traditions” that people highly value in the church that aren’t dictated in the Bible as 

necessary for the Church? (Hint: They don’t have to be bad things) 

 1.1: Here is a big question that we might not have time to answer fully today. But lets begin the 

conversation. According to the Bible, what are the fundamental basics needed for a Church?  

2. Do you think the number of churches we have as “options” leads people to value “traditions” over the 

Word of God? 

3. How can we best evaluate if we are making decisions based on “traditions” over the Word? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 6:53-7:6: 
  Gennesaret - 6:45 told us that Jesus sent the disciples toward 
Bethsaida not Gennesaret, which is in the opposite direction. 
Scholars have supposed that either the wind that the disciples were 
battling (6:48) forced them in the wrong direction, or that there was 
a second town named Bethsaida unknown to biblical archeologists. 
  Marketplace…Touch…Defiled…Unwashed…Traditions - The OT 
contains only a couple commandments on washing. Priests were to 
ritually wash before entering the tabernacle (Ex 30:19, Ex 40:13, Lev 
22:1-6) & all Jews were to wash their hands if they touched a bodily 
discharge (Lev 15:11). Jesus & His disciples were not being accused 
of breaking the OT Law, but of breaking the traditions that the 
pharisees had developed in addition to the laws (See also 2:15-17 & 
4:23-28). The Mishnah, which was written around 200 AD recorded 
first century pharisaic oral tradition. The Mishnah contains several 
chapters dedicated to the proper times & ways one should wash 
their hands. For example, the Mishnah prescribes the amount of 
water needed to wash ones hands & different grades of impurity. A 
trip to the marketplace caused a second-grade impurity, which 
required not only a hand washing, but a full baptismal washing. 
  Pharisees were so intent on remaining clean (or undefiled) that they 
avoided what could be described as “secondary pollution.” In other 
words, they engaged in extra washings just in case they accidentally 
touched someone or something unclean in the marketplace or 
somewhere else public. Not only would they wash before eating, 
but if it was a longer meal they might be required to wash several 
times throughout. 
  Pharisees and All the Jews - Most of the common people tried to 
follow the teachings of the Pharisees. 
  Walk According to the Tradition of the Elders - Walk, 
metaphorically meaning to follow or adhere to. Jesus & His disciples 
did not agree with the teachings of the Pharisees—aka, the tradition 
of the elders. 
  Isaiah - Jesus interpreted Isaiah 29:13 as a prophecy against 
hypocrisy, & thus against the Pharisees. 
  Hypocrites - (Gk. hupokrites) the word for Greek actors who wore 
masks on stage. Metaphorically, someone who is a pretender, two-
faced, disingenuous, a charlatan—saying or displaying one thing, 
but fundamentally being something opposite. 
  It would be a mistake to assume that hypocrites are aware of their 
hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is a sin that is more treacherous than someone 
trying to put on a show to impress people. The Pharisees were 
zealously devout to the tradition of the elders & mistakenly believed 
they were following God. 
  Lips…Heart - The most obvious hypocrisy is when a person’s 
words do not match their actions. According to Isaiah, hypocrisy can 
be a deeper internal problem. Hypocrisy is also when a persons’ 
actions are not in line with the intention of their heart.  

Verse(s) 7-13: 
  Vain - Unsuccessful, purposeless, folly. B/c their lifestyles were not 
an overflow of their hearts, their worship was meaningless to God. 
  Doctrines…Leave…Hold - Doctrine is another word for teaching. 
The Pharisees were teaching that their teachings were as, or more, 
authoritative than God’s word. 
  For Moses - Jesus gave an example of when the Pharisees set 
aside God’s commands for their traditions. God gave many laws 
through Moses, including the 5th commandment to honor one’s 
father & mother (Ex 20:12, Lev 20:9). 
  Corban - A practice of promising the transfer of one’s property or 
goods at their death to the temple. The person would retain control 
& profits over the property until their death. However, many would 
use this as an excuse to no longer provide for their parents with 
those goods, properties, or profits, because technically, they no 
longer owned them. This was seen as a legitimate loop hole to 
prevent someone from having to share their wealth with their family. 
  Many Such Things - Corban was just one example of the many 
ways that the Pharisees were twisting the heart of God’s word.

- Class Notes -


