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Mark 6:45-52 

- Walk on the Sea - 
February 7th, 2021

Reading Plan [02.01 - 02.06] 

Day 1: Familiarize yourself with the passage for this Sunday. 

            Write down any questions that come to mind as you read the text. 

 Mark 6:45-52 - 

Day 2: What should walking on water have showed Jesus’ disciples? 

 Job 9:1-12 - 

 Psalm 77:1-20 - 

  

Day 3: The phrase “pass by” (Mark 6:48) was used in the Old Testament to describe God showing Himself in a special 

way. What should Mark’s use of this phrase tell us about who Jesus is? 

 Exodus 33:17-34:9 - 

 1 Kings 19:1-18 - 

Day 4: The phrase “it is I” in Mark 6:50 is identical in the original languages to God’s self-identification to Moses (“I 

AM”). What should Jesus’ use of that phrase have told His disciples?  

 Exodus 3 -  

Day 5: Jesus encouraged the disciples with His presence. What does this tell us about who Jesus is? 

 Isaiah 43 - 



- Mark 6:45-52 Text Diagram - 
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45    Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat 
       and go before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, 
        while he dismissed the crowd. 

46       And after he had taken leave of them, 
          he went up on the mountain to pray. 

47         And when evening came, 
            the boat was out on the sea, 
             and he was alone on the land. 
48            And he saw that they were making headway painfully, 
               for the wind was against them. 

            And about the fourth watch of the night 
             he came to them, 
              walking on the sea. 
               He meant to pass by them, 

49             but when they saw him walking on the sea 
                they thought it was a ghost, 
                 and cried out, 
50                for they all saw him and were terrified. 

             But immediately he spoke to them and said, 
             “Take heart; 
               it is I. 
                Do not be afraid.” 

51            And he got into the boat with them, 
               and the wind ceased. 

                And they were utterly astounded, 
52               for they did not understand about the loaves, 
                  but their hearts were hardened. 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is a silly way you’ve been injured? (Cont.) 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 45-48: God __________ us to __________ who He is.    

Discussion question(s): 

1. If someone were to argue the possibility of a man walking on water, what would you say? 

2. In the sermon we learned that we should not take for granted that God wants us to know Him. What 

actions show we are fail to properly appreciate His “revealing nature?” 

Verse(s) 49-52: When our hearts are __________, we see “__________” when we should see God.  

Discussion question(s): 

1. How would you define “hardness of heart” as the Bible uses the phrase? 

2. Sometimes in the Bible people harden their own hearts and sometimes it is the action of God. Exodus 

says both of Pharos’ heart (Ex 4:21 & 8:15). 

 2.1 When or why does God harden people’s hearts? (See Rm 11:25) 

 2.2 How does man harden his heart? (See Heb 3:13) 

3. Are people today as superstitious as in Jesus’ time? 

 3.1 If not “ghosts” what do we see when we should be seeing God? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 45-48: 
  Made…Dismissed - Mark doesn’t give us the full story here, but he 
does hint at it. Made could also be translated forced or compelled. 
In John 6:15, we learn that after the miraculous feeding the crowds 
desired to force Jesus to be their King. Apparently, Jesus knew that 
His disciples couldn’t handle this temptation. So, He forced them to 
sail away while he dismissed or sent away the crowds. Though this is 
only hinted at in verse 45, the disciple’s lack of understanding is 
more apparent by the end of the account. 
  Mountain to Pray - Maybe the crowds desire was a temptation for 
Jesus. After all He was “one who in every respect has been tempted 
as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:14). See also Mark 1:35-39. 
  He Saw - John 6:19 tells us that the disciple’s had made it about 
three or four miles. Jesus must have supernaturally “seen” the 
disciples in their distress. See John 1:43-51 for another example of 
Jesus’ supernatural “sight.” 
  The Wind - Sailors familiar with the Sea of Galilee call this hard-
blowing wind from the Northeast the “Sharkia” (the Shark). Under 
normal circumstances, the disciples would have already made it to 
their destination. 
  Fourth Watch - A typical Roman designation of time meaning 
between 3 am & 6 am. 
  He Came to Them…He Meant to Pass Them By - At first glance 
these verses seem contradictory. Was Jesus’ intention to come to 
the aid of His struggling disciples? Or was it to pass by them on His 
way to the destination? And if the second, wouldn’t that have been 
somewhat cruel to leave His disciples behind? 
  Some familiarity w/ the OT clears the question up. The phrase 
“pass by” was used in the OT to refer to a rare revelation of God’s 
person to men (See Ex 33:22, Ex 34:6, 1 Kgs 19:11, Job 9:8 & 11). In 
other words, Jesus’ intention was not to walk past them and keep 
going. Rather, Jesus’ intention was to “pass by” the disciples in such 
a way as to show Himself as God to them. 
  Walking on the Sea - What better way to show yourself as God 
than by doing what only God can do? Jesus demonstrated His total 
power over nature again. 

Verse(s) 49-52: 
  Ghost - What has Jesus done for the disciples in the past during 
storms (Mark 435-41)? What miracle had they just witnessed (Mark 
6:30-44)? Based on their experience, was it more reasonable to 
assume that Jesus was miraculously coming to their rescue, or that a 
ghost was about to attack them? 
  It's easy to be tough on the disciples. But we need to remember 
that we fail in the same ways that they did. 
  It Is I - It is hard to tell in English translations, but the phrase that 
Jesus used to announce Himself and to calm the disciples fears was 
identical to the name that God used with Moses at the burning bush 
Ex 3). In other words, “It is I” is the same as “I AM.” If it hadn’t been 
clear before now, while walking on water, Jesus just announced 
Himself as Yahweh—the one true God of the Universe. 
  The Wind Ceased - Possible a coincidence, but more likely 
another miracle—a sign of the peace that comes from being in 
God’s presence. 
  Did Not Understand about the Loaves - Mark explained that 
because the disciples didn’t fully understand Jesus’ message in the 
feeding of the 5,000, they couldn’t see Him for who He was. Jesus 
provided miraculous food in a desolate place for the people of God. 
He was trying to show the people that He is not a prophet of God, 
but that He IS God. If the disciples had seen that, they would have 
seen Jesus on the water as God instead of a ghost. 
  Hearts Were Hardened - Their lack of understanding stemmed 
from a spiritual stubbornness rather than a mental limitation.

- Class Notes -


