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Mark 6:30-44 

- Sheep without a Shepherd - 
January 31st, 2021

Reading Plan [01.25 - 01.30] 

Day 1: Familiarize yourself with the passage for this Sunday. 

           Write down any questions that come to mind as you read the text. 

 Mark 6:30-44 - 

Day 2: In the Old Testament, what did sheep commonly represent? What did the shepherd represent? 

 Numbers 27 - 

  

  

Day 3: Jesus addressed all the “shepherds” of God’s people by calling Himself the “Good Shepherd.” What was He 

teaching through His example? 

 John 10 - 

Day 4: In what various ways does a good shepherd care for his sheep? 

 Psalm 23 -  

Day 5: How do we prevent burnout in our stressful and busy lives? 

 Isaiah 40:27-31 - 



- Mark 6:30-44 Text Diagram - 
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30    The apostles returned to Jesus 
       and told him all that they had done and taught. 

31      And he said to them, 
        “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” 
          For many were coming and going, 
           and they had no leisure even to eat. 
32          And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves. 

33     Now many saw them going and recognized them, 
        and they ran there on foot from all the towns 
         and got there ahead of them. 

34      When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, 
         and he had compassion on them, 
          because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 
           And he began to teach them many things. 

35      And when it grew late, 
         his disciples came to him and said, 
         “This is a desolate place, 
           and the hour is now late. 
36          Send them away to go into 
             the surrounding countryside and villages 
              and buy themselves something to eat.” 

37      But he answered them, 
        “You give them something to eat.” 

        And they said to him, 
        “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread 
          and give it to them to eat?” 

38      And he said to them, 
        “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” 

        And when they had found out, they said, 
        “Five, and two fish.” 

39      Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 
40       So they sat down in groups, 
          by hundreds and by fifties. 
41         And taking the five loaves and the two fish, 
            he looked up to heaven and said a blessing 
             and broke the loaves 
              and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 
               And he divided the two fish among them all. 
42              And they all ate and were satisfied. 
43               And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces 
                  and of the fish. 

44      And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is silly fear you have? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 30-32: Christ has compassion for your ______________ ______________.    

Discussion question(s): 

1. What pictures come to mind when you hear the word rest? 

2. How can you take those pictures of resting, and combine them with resting in Jesus’ presence? 

3. We already studied about rest in Jesus’ presence back in Mark 2:23-3:6 [Lord of the Sabbath]. Why is 

this a good topic to come back to every so often? 

Verse(s) 33-34: Christ has compassion for your ______________ ______________.  

Discussion question(s): 

1. Was it surprising to you that Jesus’ compassion lead Him to teach the people, even before He fed 

them? Do we think of preaching the Gospel as a compassionate act? 

Verse(s) 35-44: Christ has compassion for your ______________ ______________.  

Discussion question(s): 

1. Do you think there is a connection between the disciple’s lack of compassion and their exhaustion? If 

so, what does this mean for us and our compassion? 

2. Do you agree with this statement? “When we fail to rest, we hurt our effectiveness as Kingdom 

builders.” Why or why not? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 30-32: 
  Returned to Jesus - The time span is not certain. But, after at least 
a few days, the disciples returned back to Jesus from their 
evangelistic trip. Typically, a disciple would study under the rabbi 
until the age of 30. Then they would go out as a new rabbi & make 
disciples for themselves. Jesus has modified the expected 
paradigm. When His disciples went out, they were making more 
disciples for Jesus, not themselves. Additionally, though these 
disciples had gone out to make disciples, they were expected to 
always return to their Lord. Though we are expected to make 
disciples, we never graduate from sitting under Rabbi Jesus’ 
teaching & leadership. 
  Come Away - The disciples were understandably tired from their 
labors. Jesus wanted the disciples to get away from the noise & 
crowds. Notice that Jesus didn’t tell them to “go” but to “come.” 
The NIV translates this verse to “come with me.” Jesus wanted the 
disciples to learn to rest in His presence. 

Verse(s) 33-34: 
  Ahead of Them - v.33 could mean that the crowds followed the 
boat or that they recognized Jesus & His disciples as the boat was 
landing. Either way, Jesus and His disciples did not get the seclusion 
they were hoping for. 
  Sheep without a Shepherd - In the OT, a shepherd was a common 
metaphor for a leader of Israel (Num 27:17, 1 Kgs 22:17, Jer 10:21). 
In Num 27, Joshua was appointed after Moses’ death so that the 
people of God would not be like “sheep without a shepherd.” In 
Hebrew, Joshua and Jesus are the same name (See Matt 1:21). 
  The frantic actions of the people show their desperation for 
spiritual direction & leadership. 
  Began to Teach Them - Jesus’ compassion for the people lead 
Him to teach them. Preaching the Gospel should be motivated by 
our compassion for people’s eternal souls. Jesus offered Himself as 
their spiritual shepherd. 

Verse(s) 35-44: 
  Send Them Away - Due to the size of the crowd, the isolation of 
their location, and the scarcity of their provisions, the disciple’s 
suggestion to send the crowds to near-by villages seemed 
reasonable. 
  You Give Them Something to Eat - Though the disciple’s 
suggestion was reasonable, Jesus challenged their faith by asking 
them to do something impossible. These disciples had just healed 
people & cast out demons by the power of Jesus. In Matt 17:20, He 
taught them that with the faith of a mustard seed one can move 
mountains. 
  Two Hundred Denarii - The disciples had never witnessed such a 
wide-scale miracle before. Their mind immediately went to the 
natural rather than the supernatural. A denarii was the wage for a 
day’s labor (Matt 20:2). The disciples estimated that it would take 
nearly a year of wages to feed the crowd.  
  Five, and Two Fish - Rolls of bread would be more accurate than 
loaves. We learn from John 6:8-9 this was a boy’s sack lunch. Rather 
than modern loaves of bread and large fish, we should picture a 
sleeve of crackers with a can of sardines. 
  All Ate - Jesus miraculously multiplied the sack lunch to feed the 
entire crowd. 
  Twelve Baskets - More food was left over than when they began! 
  Five Thousand Men - Including women and children, the entire 
crowd could easily have been 20,000 - 25,000 people.

- Class Notes -


