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Mark 6:12-30 

- Half of My Kingdom - 
January 24th, 2021

Reading Plan [01.17 - 01.23] 

Day 1: Familiarize yourself with the passage for this Sunday. 

           Write down any questions that come to mind as you read the text. 

 Mark 6:12-30 - 

Day 2: Esther 2 tells us how Esther earned the king’s favor. She impressed him so much that later he would promise her 

“up to half” of his kingdom. What does the textual parallel between Esther 5:3 and Mark 6:23 tell us about Herodias’ 

daughter’s dance? 

 Esther 2 - 

  Esther 5:3 -  

   

Day 3: According to Old Testament law, in what circumstances was it allowed for a man to marry his brother’s wife? 

 Leviticus 18 - 

 Deuteronomy 25 -  

Day 4: Why didn’t John the Baptist just keep quiet after he made the King and Queen angry? 

 Jeremiah 20 -  

Day 5: How are Christians able to go through “various trials” with hope? 

 1 Peter 1 - 



- Mark 6:12-30 Text Diagram - 
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12    So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 
13     And they cast out many demons 
        and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. 

14     King Herod heard of it,  
        for Jesus' name had become known. 

         Some said,        “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. 
                            That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 
15       But others said,  “He is Elijah.” 
         And others said,  “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 

16        But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
                           “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

17     For it was Herod who had sent and seized John 
        and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, 
         his brother Philip's wife, 
          because he had married her. 

18      For John had been saying to Herod, 
        “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” 

19        And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. 
           But she could not, 
20                            for Herod feared John, 
            knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, 
             and he kept him safe. 

              When he heard him, 
               he was greatly perplexed, 
                and yet he heard him gladly. 
  

21         But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
            gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders 
             and the leading men of Galilee. 

22         For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, 
            she pleased Herod and his guests. 

             And the king said to the girl, 
                 “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 

23           And he vowed to her, 
                 “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 

24           And she went out and said to her mother, 
                 “For what should I ask?” 

             And she said, 
                 “The head of John the Baptist.” 

25           And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, 
                 “I want you to give me at once 
                   the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 

26           And the king was exceedingly sorry, 
              but because of his oaths and his guests 
               he did not want to break his word to her. 

27           And immediately the king sent an executioner 
              with orders to bring John's head. 
               He went and beheaded him in the prison 
28              and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, 
                 and the girl gave it to her mother. 

29            When his disciples heard of it, 
               they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

30    The apostles returned to Jesus 
       and told him all that they had done and taught. 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. If you could choose to do anything for one day, what would it be? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 12–13 & 30: Some ______________ Christ’s messengers with ______________.    

Verse(s) 14-20: Some ______________ Christ’s messengers with ______________.  

Verse(s) 21-25: Some ______________ Christ’s messengers with ______________.  

Verse(s) 26-29: Some ______________ Christ’s messengers with ______________.  

Discussion question(s): 

1. As you look at these four responses, do any stories or experiences from your life come to mind? 

2. In what ways does such a sad story provide encouragement for us to be God’s messengers? 

Verse(s) 12-30: God’s ______________ are willing to die for God’s ______________  
              
                            because they have been given access to God’s ______________. 

Discussion question(s): 

1. Have you ever faced persecution for your faith? 

2. Have you heard of any recent examples of persecution in our region or country? 

3. John was faithful to proclaim the truth even when it was culturally very unpopular. What are the biblical 

truths today that are most difficult to continue to believe and proclaim due to cultural pressures? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 14-20: 
  King Herod…Herodias…Philip…Herodias’s Daughter - Four 
different rulers in the New Testament are identified by the name 
“Herod.” Though they often used the title “king” these men were 
appointed by the Roman government as governors over the various 
regions of Israel. The 1st was Herod the Great—the leader who tried 
to have Jesus killed as a baby (Matt 2). During his reign, Herod ruled 
over all of the Judean territory. After his death, Judea was divided 
into four territories and put under the reign of four of Herod’s sons. 
  The “King Herod” of  verse 14 was known as Herod Antipas or 
Herod the Tetrarch. To be a Tetrarch meant that you were the ruler 
of the fourth territory of a land. Antipas was in charge of Galilee, the 
fourth territory of Judea. Besides Pilot, Antipas was the other ruler 
that Jesus was sent to for His trial (Lk 23). Antipas was a son of 
Herod the Great’s second wife. 
  Philip was Herod the Great’s son though his third wife. Philip was 
never a ruler. Herodias was the granddaughter of Herod the Great 
through his first wife. Herodias originally married Herod Philip (her 
half-uncle). Herodias and Philip had a daughter named Salome. This 
is the daughter of verses 22-28. At some point after the birth of 
Salome, Herodias left Philip for Antipas (a different half-uncle). 
  It - referring to verses 7-13—Jesus sending out His disciples and 
their subsequent ministry success. 
  Some Said…John…Elijah…A Prophet - Jesus and His disciples’ 
success lead people to discuss the source of the success. Some 
supposed that Jesus was John the Baptist returned from the dead. 
Other guessed that Jesus was the predicted prophet that would 
precede the Messiah (figuratively known as Elijah—see Mal 3:1). 
Others guessed Jesus was a prophet like those known in the OT. 
  Herod Antipas took the position that Jesus must be John the 
Baptist returned from the dead. His paranoia revealed a guilty 
conscience about John’s death. 
  Not Lawful - According the OT laws, (Lev 18:16 & 20:21) it was 
impure for a man to marry his brother’s wife while the brother was 
still living (Deut 25:5-10).  
  Herod Feared John - Herod Antipas was trying to please Herodias 
by silencing John, however, he worried about the consequences of 
executing John. Perhaps Anitpas feared the spiritual consequences 
of killing an innocent man. Almost certainly he worried about the 
political repercussions since John had a large following. 

Verse(s) 21-25: 
  An Opportunity - For Heriodias to get rid of John. 
  Dance - Based on the historical records and the Gr. word Mark 
used Silome was likely in her middle teens. Herodias was willing to 
use her daughter to seduce her husband in order to manipulate him 
into executing John. Antipas was willing to let his niece and step-
daughter dance sensually in order to impress the “leading men of 
Galilee.” Mark painted a picture of moral corruption. 
  Vowed…Up to Half My Kingdom - This was apparently a saying 
and not to be taken lit. (Esth 5:3, 6, & 7:2). As a Roman appointed 
governor, Antipas did not have the authority to give away any part 
of “his” Kingdom. Though the saying was disingenuous, Antipas 
was apparently impressed by Salome’s performance. Additionally, he 
was trying to impress his guests by promising lavish gifts. 

Verse(s) 30: 
  The Apostles - This passage is another interpretive intercalation 
(Mark’s sandwich technique). The murder of John the Baptist is 
sandwiched by the sending out and return of the disciples on 
Kingdom business. This technique forces us to interpret the two 
passages together.  

- Class Notes -


