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Mark 4:21-25 

- Pay Attention - 
November 1st, 2020

Reading Plan [10.26 - 10.31] 

Day 1: What does the image of light communicate about Jesus? 

 John 1:1-18 -  

 John 8:12-20 -  

   

Day 2: If Jesus is the Light of the World, what is our responsibility as His followers? 

 1 John 1 - 

 Philippians 2:14-15 -   

   

Day 3: What is the connection between light and revealed truth? 

 Ephesians 3 -  

Day 4: What is the only way for a person to see God’s light? 

 1 Corinthians 4:1-6 -  

Day 5: What should we do after God has opened our eyes to see truth? 

 Proverbs 2 - 



- Mark 4:21-25 Text Diagram - 
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21    And he said to them, 

      “Is a lamp brought in                   to be      put under a basket, 

                                              or             under a bed, 

                                              and           not on a stand? 

22      For nothing is     hidden    except   to be      made manifest; 

        nor is anything    secret    except   to come    to light. 

23       If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

24    And he said to them, 

        “Pay attention to what you hear: 

          with    the measure    you use, 

         it will   be measured   to you, 

            and still more will be added to you. 

25        For to the   one who has, 

                        more will be given,  

        and from the   one who has not, 

                        even what he has will be taken away.” 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. Between you and your spouse, who is the better driver? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 21-23: Just as the purpose of ______________ is to be ______________,  

                                    the purpose of ______________ is to be ______________.    

Discussion questions: 

1. Last week we learned that the fullness of God’s Word is revealed to those who come to Jesus in 

humble faith. Then Jesus used parables to help us to consider what will we do with His Word. The 

parable of the Sower made us consider how we take in the Word and grow from it. What does the 

parable of the Lamp help us to consider in regards to using God’s Word? 

2. When you read the parable of the Lamp, what other verses from the Bible come to mind? Why? 

Verse(s) 24-25: Those who seek the _________________ _________________,  

                            will be shown the _________________ _________________.  

Discussion questions: 

1. Proverbs 8:17 says, “I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me.” How do 

these promises from God effect our confidence when we study the Bible? 

2. Psalm 25:5 says “Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I 

wait all the day long.” How do the promises that we’ve been studying challenge the effort we put into 

study? Think of “with the measure you use,” and “seek me diligently.” 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 21-23: 
  Them - B/c Mark shifted back to parables without explanation, the 
scene has returned to Jesus teaching the crowds (see 4:33-34). 
  Lamp - In the original language this sentence is awkward. Most 
English translations smooth it out. Translated literally the sentence 
would read, “Does the lamp come in order that I might be placed 
under the bowl or under the bed?” Typically we would expect the 
owner of the lamp to be the subject of the sentence and the lamp to 
be the object of the sentence. Jesus not only made the lamp the 
subject, but He also made it a definite noun (the lamp vs. a lamp). 
We would also expect the lamp to be brought not to come. 
  In the OT a lamp has metaphorically represented God (2 Sam 
22:29), God’s Word (Ps 119:105), and the Davidic Messiah (2 Kgs 
8:19; Ps 132:17). Because Jesus spoke of a specific lamp that has 
“come,” He was likely making a reference to His coming as the 
Messiah. Jesus was saying that He is the light of the world (John 1), 
and His light will not be hidden away. 
  For…Light - Jesus’ teaching was a little hyperbolic here. Some 
secrets are made & some things are hidden with the intention that 
they stay hidden forever. Although, it is important to remember that 
nothing is hidden from God’s sight (Heb 4:12). Jesus’ point was that 
the best secrets are made & the best things are hidden only for the 
purpose of revealing them in the right way & at the right time. In 
God’s perfect timing, Christ came into the world (Gal 4:4). Though 
He was careful about how and when to reveal Himself, His person 
and purpose would not stay hidden forever. Keeping His mission 
secret forever would be equivalent to hiding a lamp under a bed. 
  If…Hear - A phrase which means, “This message is important for 
everyone. So, pay attention to it.” 
Verse(s) 24-25: 
  Pay Attention…Hear - In the parable of the sower, we learned 
that Jesus used parables so that His messages were intentionally 
difficult to understand for those who were not following Him in faith. 
This form of teaching emphasized the hearers need to be a 
committed disciple of Jesus. However, Jesus’ use of parables does 
not mean that He didn’t want all hearers to understand. Notice how 
many times in Mark 4 He encouraged the crowds to “listen” & “pay 
attention.” In the crowd’s searching and seeking of truth, they would 
be required to come to Jesus for understanding. Incredibly, God has 
promised that when we seek Him whole-heartedly, He will show 
himself (Deut 4:29, Prov 8:17, Jer 29:13-14, Is 55:6, John 6:37). 
  Measure - Jesus’ statements about “measure[s]” was more of a 
proverb than a parable. He was applying a common saying to the 
spiritual truth He was teaching on. The saying referred to how you 
treat other people. If you are skimpy with people (give them a small 
measure), expect them to be skimpy with you. The idea is similar to 
“what goes around, comes around.” Jesus was not referring to 
karma or the actions of the universe. Rather, “measured to you,” is 
in the divine passive voice. This means that God is the acting agent 
in the phrase. Jesus was referring to God’s perfect judgement & 
sovereign control over all things. 
  Jesus was encouraging His hearers to lean in closer—to give more 
attention to His teachings. He was promising a blessing from God to 
those who sought the truth through following Him. 
  Added to You, More Given - Jesus promised that the small 
measure of seeking truth through following Him would be rewarded 
through the amazing nature of God’s grace. God’s grace is must 
greater than “what goes around comes around.” By turning to Jesus 
in faith, His disciples find the starting point of knowing God. 
  One Who Has Not…Taken Away - Jesus’ death & resurrection & 
the council of God’s Word fully reveals the light of truth. However, a 
day will come when God will judge all people. Knowing a few 
parables won’t save you in that day (that small measure will be taken 
away). Knowing The Truth is the only way to be saved (John 14:6). 

- Class Notes -


