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Mark 2:18-22 

- New Wine - 
September 27th, 2020

Reading Plan [09.21 - 09.26] 

Day 1: Who is the “Husband” of God’s people? 

 Isaiah 54 - 

Day 2: What was a covenant? 

 Deuteronomy 29 -  

Day 3: What were the conditions of the covenant God made through Moses to His people? 

 Deuteronomy 30 - 

Day 4: In Jeremiah 31, God gave Jeremiah a vision of His people returning from exile in Babylon. How did Jesus’ 

ministry more fully fulfill this promise? 

 Jeremiah 31 -  

Day 5: When will the prophecy in Jeremiah 31 be fully fulfilled? 

 Revelation 21 -   



- Mark 2:1-12 Text Diagram - 
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18    Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. 

       And people came and said to him, 

       “Why do John's   disciples 

              and the   disciples of the Pharisees fast, 

               but your disciples do not fast?” 

19    And Jesus said to them, 

      “Can the wedding guests fast 

                                       while the bridegroom is with them? 

                        As long as they have the bridegroom    with them, 

                  they cannot fast. 

20      The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 

           and then they will fast in that day. 

21              No one sews   a piece of unshrunk cloth     on an old garment. 

                  If he does, the patch   tears away        from it, 

                              the new                       from the old, 

                                 and a worse tear is made. 

22        And   no one puts   new wine                      into old wineskins. 

                  If he does, the wine    will burst        the skins 

                                 and the wine is destroyed, 

                                 and so are the skins. 

                    But new wine is for fresh wineskins.”



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is silly fear you have? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse 18-20: Christ’s coming changes ____________________ to _______________________.    

Discussion questions: 

1. Our relationship with Jesus began with contrition (repentance) but has moved to celebration. How do 

we find the balance between taking sin seriously and living in a place of shame? 

2. When do you think Jesus’ followers began fasting again? When will we stop for good? 

3. How does the ministry of Jesus transform the purpose behind our fasting? 

Verses 21-22: Christ’s coming challenges _____________________ _________________________.  

Discussion questions: 

1. In the sermon we examined some common cultural misconceptions about religion that Jesus’ ministry 

challenges. Do you remember them? Are there anymore common but wrong ideas about faith? 

2. Do you feel that you are prepared to guard against and respond to these misconceptions? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 18-20: 
  Fasting - OT law required fasting only one day of the year—the 
day of atonement (Lev 16). The “affliction” (Lev 16:29) of fasting was 
a demonstration of self-denial & genuine repentance over sin. 
  People - Josephus, (1st Cen. Jewish/Roman historian) wrote that 
the Pharisees were “extremely influential among the common 
people” (Antiquities of the Jews, 18.14-15). 
  Disciples - The people recognized some similarities between the 
teachings of John the Baptist, the Pharisees, & Jesus. However, they 
also noticed an obvious difference. The Pharisees were known for 
fasting twice a week (Luke 18:12). Fasting was intended to be an 
expression of contrition over sin & humility before God. But, Jesus 
was not encouraging His disciples to fast at this time. 
  There was at least an undertone of criticism in the question—if not 
an outright attack. The people were questioning Jesus & His 
disciples’ piety & self-discipline due to their lack of fasting. 
  Jesus Said - Jesus offered a series of short analogies/parables to 
address the people’s question about fasting and the implicit 
assumptions behind their question. Analogies and parables typically 
only present one major truth. They are misunderstood when the 
reader tries to pull spiritual truth out of every detail of the parable. 
  Wedding Guests…Bridegroom - In this first analogy, Jesus 
compared the disciples to wedding guests and Himself to a 
bridegroom (AKA Groom). Wedding Celebrations in 1st Cent. Israel 
typically lasted for 7 days. Guests at these extended parties would 
feast, celebrate, dance, and sing. To fast would have been extremely 
out of place at a wedding. The comparison is simple. Jesus’ coming 
was a reason for celebration not contrition. Jesus’ disciples 
experienced joy & satisfaction in His presence. 
  The Bridegroom is taken away - The story takes a strange twist. 
Don’t mistake the taking away of the Groom with the modern idea 
of the honeymoon. A honeymoon trip was not a custom in Jesus’ 
day. In a typical wedding festival the guest would be the ones to 
leave the newly formed family to begin their lives together. Thus, 
this image of the Groom being taken away was starting and 
unexpected turn in the story. Jesus wanted his followers to expect a 
time when the celebration of His coming would be interrupted. In 
hind sight, this would be a clear allusion to His work on the cross 
(Luke 23:46) and His ascension to heaven (Acts 1:9). 
  They Will Fast - Jesus was not against the practice of fasting in 
general. This passage and others indicate that Jesus expected His 
disciples to fast (Matt 6:16). However, for this time, His disciples’ 
lack of fasting revealed the nature of his ministry. The fact that they 
weren’t fasting for this time said something about who Jesus was 
and what His mission was. 
  This passage also teaches us about the nature and purpose of 
fasting. The disciples would begin to fast again as they longed for 
the intimate presence of their Lord. 
Verse(s) 21-22: 
  Unshrunk Cloth…Old Garment…Tears Away - Experience and 
common sense tell us that as the new patch shrunk, it would no 
longer be large enough to cover the hole and would pull out the 
new seams. A new patch on an old garment fundamentally would 
not work. 
  New Wine…Old Wine Skins…Will Burst - “New wine” had not 
yet fermented. It was stored in new wine skins which would stretch 
as the wine fermented. Old wine skins, having already stretched 
would burst if someone attempted to reuse them for the 
fermentation process. New wine in old wine skins fundamentally 
would not work. The same truth is being communicated through this 
second parable. Jesus did not come to add to the religious status 
quo. Fundamentally that would not work. Rather, Christ’s coming 
into the world was a new step in God’s redemptive plan to build His 
Kingdom (See Jer 31).

- Class Notes -


