
 

The Gospel According to Mark 

- Sermon Notes & Discussion Guides - 

“be doers of the word, and not hearers only” James 1:22



- Small Group Meeting - 

1. Check In [How can we pray for each other?] 

2. Speak Up [How did last week’s challenge go?] 

3. Think On [How does this week’s text challenge us?] 

4. Move Out [How can we help each other accomplish the new challenge?] 
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The Gospel According to Mark 
- Basic Info on Mark - 

Who? (Author) 
 John Mark was a Jewish Christian from Jerusalem (Acts 12:12). In the Bible he is sometimes known as John (his 

Jewish name) and Mark (his Greek name). He was the cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10) and the on and off missionary 

companion of Paul (Acts 12:25) until their falling out (Acts 15:36-40), though they eventually reconciled (2 Timothy 4:11 & 

Philemon 1:24). 

 John Mark also had a special connection with Peter, whom he would have met no later than the episode 

recorded in Acts 12. Peter called John Mark his “son” (1 Peter 5:13). Typically the biblical writers used this term to refer 

to a spiritual sonship, meaning that Peter was the one who lead John Mark to faith in Jesus. According to early 2nd 

Century writings from Papias, a Bishop of Hierapolis, John Mark was Peter’s interpreter, ministry partner, and travel 

companion. 

What? (Genre) 
 John Mark wrote a “Gospel.” Gospel means “good news” and was originally used outside of the Bible to refer 

to announcements like military victories. In the New Testament it refers to the good news of Jesus Christ (Mark 1:1).  

“Gospel” is a literary genre that is unique to the Bible.  A Gospel is a theological biography, meaning that the author 

used the telling of the life and ministry of Jesus to teach his audience about God’s message of salvation to man. Gospels 

are historically reliable. John Mark compiled his information from Peter, one of Jesus’ closest companions. The 

biographical accounts in the Gospels also teach spiritual truths.  

When? (Date) 
 John Mark’s Gospel was very likely the first Gospel written. He composed it in the mid 50’s AD about twenty 

years after Jesus’ crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension.  

Where? (Location & Destination) 
 Early Church historians tell us that John Mark wrote from Rome. Because he explained some Jewish customs in 

his Gospel (Mark 7:3), we can know that he intended for non-Jewish people to read his work. 

Why? (Purpose) 
 The purpose of all Gospels is evangelism. In fact the word evangelism comes from the Greek word we translate 

to Gospel (euangelion). But more specifically than that, Mark wanted his readers to know what it means to be a disciple 

of Jesus. He wanted them to understand the relationship and commitment that comes with discipleship. 

Rough Bible Timeline 

<----- 1500s BC ----- 1000s BC ----- 586 BC ----- 0 AD ----- 30s AD ----- 50s AD ----- 70 AD ----- 90s AD -----> 
        Moses                  David                1st Temple        Jesus’            Jesus’                Mark            2nd Temple     Revelation 

              Destroyed         Birth             Ministry           Written           Destroyed        Written

2



3

Mark 1:1-13 

- The Gospel - 
August 2nd, 2020

Reading Plan [07.27 - 08.01] 

Day 1: Which prophecies prepared people to recognize Jesus as Messiah? 

 2 Samuel 7:16-17 -  

 Isaiah 7:14 -  

 Psalm 22 -  

Day 2: Who was John the Baptist? 

 Isaiah 40:3-4 - 

 Malachi 3:1 - 

 Malachi 4:5-6 - 

 Matthew 11:1-15 -  

Day 3: What does it mean to be God’s Anointed? 

 1 Samuel 16:1-13 -  

Day 4: How did the People of God respond when they were tested in the wilderness? 

 Exodus 15:22-17:7 - 

Day 5: What we can know about John Mark (the author of the Gospel of Mark)? 

 Acts 12:12 & 25 - 

 Colossians 4:10 -  

 Acts 15:36-40 -  

 2 Timothy 4:11 -  

 1 Peter 5:13 - 



- Mark 1:1-13 Text Diagram - 
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1 The beginning of the gospel    of Jesus Christ,    the Son of God. 

2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 
  “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
    who will prepare your way, 

3  the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
   ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
     make his paths straight,’” 

4        John appeared,  
          baptizing in the wilderness  
           and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

5           And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem  
             were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan,  
              confessing their sins.  

6        Now John was clothed with camel's hair  
          and wore a leather belt around his waist 
          and ate locusts and wild honey. 

7        And he preached, saying,  
         “After me comes he who is mightier than I,  
           the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  
8                I  have baptized you with water,  
            but  he will baptize  you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee 
    and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10   And when he came up out of the water, 
      immediately he saw the heavens being torn open 
       and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 

11     And a voice came from heaven,  
        “You are my beloved Son;  
          with you I am well pleased.” 

12     The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  
13      And he was in the wilderness forty days,  
         being tempted by Satan.  
          And he was with the wild animals, 
           and the angels were ministering to him.



- Discussion Questions - 

5

Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. How did you and your spouse meet? 

2. Without asking, what is your spouse’s favorite type of ice cream? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 1: God choosing to _________________ is ____________________ for all people. 

Discussion questions: 

1. What kind of “good news” do we love to share with people? 

2. If the Gospel is “good news,” why do you think we struggle to share it? 

Verse(s) 2-8: God ______________________ to ______________ the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Discussion questions: 

1. As you think back on when you decided to trust in Jesus, how did God prepare you for that decision? 

2. How does God’s preparing work encourage us to share the Gospel? 

Verse(s) 9-11: God proves the ______________________ of the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Discussion questions: 

1. How can we demonstrate the trustworthiness of the Gospel to people? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse 1: 
  Gospel - Lit. meant “Good News.” Commonly used to describe 
the announcement of a military victory or the accession of a new 
Emperor.  

  Christ - Lit. meant “anointed one.” In other words, chosen by God 
for His purposes. In OT, prophets, priests, and kings were anointed. 
In NT “the Christ” (Mark 8:29) was expected to be the true King of 
Israel from several OT prophecies. 

  Son of God - Others in the Greco Roman world were given the 
title “Son of God”—emperors, philosophers, & heroes. In the OT, 
the title indicated a uniquely intimate relationship w/ God. 

Verses 2-8: 
  “...written" - a phrase that indicated a reliable & authoritative 
source of information. 

  Isaiah - these references are a composite of Mal 3:1, & Isa 40:3. 

  “Behold…straight” - Both of these prophecies say the messenger 
prepared the way for Yahweh, the one true God of Israel. In this way, 
Mark equated John the Baptist to the messenger & Jesus to God. 

  John - John the Baptist’s location, ministry, appearance, and 
message all confirmed that he was the messenger preparing the 
way for the Christ. 

  Wilderness - A place commonly associated with meeting with God 
in the Bible (Jer 2:2). 

  Repentance - A change of mind that results in a change of action 
or lifestyle. John the Baptist was helping his hearers to see that 
being born Jewish would not save them from their sins. They 
needed to recognize their sin in order to accept Jesus’ message and 
be saved. 

  All - A hyperbole, yet even 1st cent. Jewish Historian Josephus 
mentioned the ministry of John the Baptist. Clearly his ministry was 
impactful. 

  Camel’s Hair, Locusts, & Honey - John the Baptist’s unusual dress 
& diet would have communicated a few things. 1st, it would have 
set him apart from the wealthy religious leaders that he preached 
against (Matt 3:7). 2nd, it would have associated his ministry w/ 
Elijah (1 Kgs 1:8), who was believed to “return” before the coming 
of the Messiah (Mal 4:5-6 & Luke 1:17). 

  Not Worthy - John the Baptist’s description of Jesus’ character 
shows that Jesus did not need to be baptized because of His sin. 

  Baptized w/ the HS - Baptize lit. meant to dunk or plunge into. 
John the Baptist knew that his ministry was one of preparation. He 
also knew Jesus’ ministry would result in people being transformed 
through an intimate union w/ God. 

Verses 9-13: 

  Dove, Pleased - God’s actions demonstrated that Jesus didn’t 
need “forgiveness of sin.” Rather, He showed that Jesus was 
chosen. Jesus’ baptism demonstrated His holiness & inaugurated 
His public ministry (Acts 1:15-22). For Jesus, John’s baptism served 
as the anointing of the Christ, one anointed not w/ oil, but w/ the 
HS. 

  Satan & Angels - God called the people of Israel His “son” (Ex 
4:22). But when they were tempted in the wilderness, they were 
unfaithful (Num 11:1 & Ex 32). Jesus is the Son we could never be. 
God’s pleasure w/ Jesus is again seen by God sending angels to 
minister to Him. 

- Class Notes -
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Mark 1:14-20 

- Follow Me - 
August 9th, 2020

Reading Plan [08.03 - 08.08] 

Day 1: What is the Kingdom of God? 

 Exodus 19:1-9 -  

 1 Samuel 8:1-9 -  

 Revelation 1:1-11 -  

Day 2: What is repentance? 

 Psalm 51 -   

Day 3: What does it mean believe/have faith? 

 Hebrews 11 -  

Day 4: What does it mean to “follow” Jesus? 

 Acts 5:12-42 - 

Day 5: What do we have to recognize about ourselves to follow Jesus? 

 1 Corinthians 1 -  



- Mark 1:14-20 Text Diagram - 
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14 Now after John was arrested,  
    Jesus came into Galilee, 
     proclaiming the gospel of God,  
15    and saying,  

         “The time is fulfilled, 
     and  the kingdom of God is at hand;  
           
              repent  
         and  believe in the gospel.” 

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee,  
    he saw Simon 
     and Andrew the brother of Simon  
      casting a net into the sea,  
       for they were fishermen. 

17   And Jesus said to them,  
     “Follow me, 
       and I will make you become fishers of men.” 
18      And immediately they left their nets 
         and followed him. 

19   And going on a little farther, 
      he saw James the son of Zebedee 
       and John his brother, 
        who were in their boat mending the nets. 

20   And immediately he called them, 
      and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
       with the hired servants 
        and followed him.



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. How did you and your spouse meet? 

2. What’s one of the best gifts you’ve ever received? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 14-15: If you want to enter God’s Kingdom, you must ____________________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. There are many other passages that pair repentance and saving faith (Acts 20:21, 2 Corinthians 7:10, 2 

Timothy 2:24-26, 2 Peter 3:9). 

What exactly does it mean to believe in Jesus? How does the need of repentance help to answer that 

question? 

2. Have you ever been tempted to “water down” the Gospel? How does Jesus message encourage you 

not to make that mistake? 

Verse(s) 16-20: If you want to enter God’s Kingdom, you must ___________________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. For the disciples, following Jesus wasn’t easy. But, it was very literal and clear. However, Jesus stopped 

walking the Earth almost 2000 years ago. How do we know how “follow” Jesus today? 

2. Often times, walking toward Jesus requires walking away from other things. Can we see an example of 

that in our text? Do you have an example from your life that you would be willing to share?  

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse 14-15: 

  Arrested - We learn later that John the Baptist’s preaching against 
King Herod’s sin that lead to his arrest and eventual execution (Mark 
6:14-29). 

  Galilee - John the Apostle tells in his Gospel of a period of Jesus’ 
ministry in Judea and Samaria that followed Jesus’ baptism (John 
1:35-3:36). Though He had not yet formally called them to 
discipleship, Andrew, Simon Peter, James, & John the Apostle were 
witnesses of Jesus’ Baptism (Acts 1:21-22), & at least portions of His 
early ministry (John 4:45). 

  Gospel of God - For Gospel see 1:1. If Mark’s earlier usage of 
Gospel was ambiguous to his original audience, Jesus’ first 
“sermon” (v.15) clarified the content of the “good news.” First, 
notice that Mark used the phrase “gospel of Jesus Christ” & 
“gospel of God” synonymously. Thus, Mark equated Jesus to God 
for a second time. 

  Fulfilled - John 3:22-30 described a portion of Jesus’ ministry 
following His baptism & prior to John’s arrest. This period perhaps is 
best described as a time of Jesus and John the Baptist co-laboring. 
However, all the Gospel records make it clear that John the Baptist’s 
ministry was one of preparation for Jesus. Jesus saw John’s arrest as 
a sign that it was time for His ministry to fully begin. It was at the 
end of John’s ministry that Jesus began preaching & seeking 
disciples. 

  Kingdom of God - All kingdoms have 3 necessary parts — the 
King’s power over the King’s people in the King’s place (See The 
Kingdom of God by Patrick Schreiner). The place of God’s Kingdom 
is not only around His throne (Revelation 7:9-12). Rather, God’s 
Kingdom expands when people submit to His power and seek to be 
in His presence (For example, “Follow me”). 

  At Hand - A phrase meaning physically close. 

  Repent - For Repentance see 1:4. Jesus called people to turn away 
from sin. 

  Believe - Jesus explained how to become a person in God’s 
Kingdom. The King’s people, submit to His power and seek His 
presence though turning from sin to belief. Believe is a verb (action). 
Faith is a noun (thing). In other words, those who believe have faith. 
Though we use two words in English, in the original Greek of the NT 
believe (pisteuo) & faith (pistis) came from the same root. 

Verses 16-20: 

  Simon - Also known as Peter (John 1:42). 

  Follow Me - A formal phrase Rabbis (Teacher-mentors) of this day 
used to accept interested disciples. Typically, disciples applied to 
Rabbis & tried to prove their qualifications to study under them 
(follow them). Jesus’ calling to His disciples was a living 
demonstration of the gospel and God’s grace. No one deserves to 
become a disciple of Jesus. Instead, He calls to us and we start 
following Him through repenting of our sin and placing our faith in 
Him. 

  Fishers of Men - Jesus would not only shift the focus of the 
disciples lives, but also redefine their essential personhood. 

  Nets & Zebedee - These people, were willing to leave behind 
career & family to submit to Jesus’ power and live in His presence. 
These four fisherman demonstrated perfectly entering into the 
Kingdom of God.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 1:21-28 

- One With Authority - 
August 16th, 2020

Reading Plan [08.10 - 08.15] 

Day 1: What does the Bible teach about Jesus’ authority? 

 John 5:1-29 -  

Day 2: What does the Bible teach about Jesus’ power over the spiritual & physical world? 

 Colossians 1 -   

 Ephesians 6:10-18 -  

Day 3: What does it mean to be Holy? 

 Exodus 3:1-6 -  

 Exodus 19:1-8 - 

 Exodus 25:1-9 - 

 Exodus 26:26-35 - 

Day 4: How can we know that Jesus was “the Holy One”? 

 Luke 1:26-38 - 

 Matthew 27:45-54 -  

 Hebrews 7:23-28 -  

  

Day 5: From what authority or standard does God teach us? 

 Psalm 25 -  



- Mark 1:21-28 Text Diagram - 
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21 And they went into Capernaum, 

    and immediately on the Sabbath 

     he entered the synagogue and was teaching. 

22    And they were astonished at his teaching, 

       for he taught them    as one who had authority, 

                             and not as the scribes. 

23       And immediately there was in their synagogue 

          a man with an unclean spirit. 

           And he cried out, 

24         “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 

             Have you come to destroy us? 

              I know who you are — the Holy One of God.” 

25       But Jesus rebuked him, saying, 

         “Be silent, and come out of him!” 

26       And the unclean spirit, convulsing him 

            and crying out with a loud voice, 

             came out of him. 

27        And they were all amazed, 

           so that they questioned among themselves, saying, 

            “What is this? A new teaching with authority! 

              He commands even the unclean spirits, 

               and they obey him.” 

28          And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout  

             all the surrounding region of Galilee.



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. How did you and your spouse meet? 

2. Do you consider yourself musical? If so, what are you talents/skills? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 21-22: Jesus has authority over all that is _________________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. Would you consider yourself to be someone who naturally challenges authority or submits to it? 

2. Does the personality of the authority figure effect your willingness to submit to their authority? 

3. How did Jesus present Himself as an authority figure? 

Verse(s) 23-28: Jesus has authority over all that is _________________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. In the sermon we heard this quote from C.S. Lewis:  

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to 
disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy 
interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a 
magician with the same delight.” -Lewis, C. S.. The Screwtape Letters (p. ix) 

    
  Do you agree with Lewis? If so, which end of the spectrum do you think you fall on? 

2. What are some of Satan’s more subtle influences over Christians and how can we avoid and resist 

them? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse 21-22: 
  Sabbath - Taken from the Hebrew word shabbath, meaning to 
cease or rest from. Jewish people followed the OT command to rest 
from labor on the seventh day of the week (our Saturday). This day 
was set aside as holy. This meant it was designated for God’s 
purposes (In the OT, see Gen 2:1-3 & Ex 20:8-11).  After Jesus was 
raised from the dead on the first day of the week (our Sunday), 
Christians slowly transitioned to observing the Sabbath on Sunday 
instead (In NT see Matt 28:1, Acts 20:7, & Rev 1:10). 
  Synagogue - Lit. means “a place of gathering.” Jewish worship 
originally centered around the Tabernacle in the wilderness (Ex 
25:19) & then the Temple in Jerusalem (1 Kgs 8:1-8). However, the 
destruction of the temple in 587 BC & the captivity of God’s people 
in Babylon necessitated a change. In Babylon, the people created 
local places of worship which came to be known as synagogues. On 
the Sabbath, Jews would gather in the synagogue for worship, 
prayer, scripture reading, & teaching. 
  Teaching - There was no set preacher or teacher in a synagogue. 
The role was typically filled by members of the congregation. 
However, a traveling Rabbi was often welcomed to read & teach on 
Sabbath. In Acts, we see Paul frequently took advantage of this 
opportunity (Acts 13:5, 17:1, 18:4). 
  Astonished by Jesus’ Authority vs Scribes’ - Scribe was a general 
term which referred to an expert on the OT who was seen as a 
religious authority. Pharisees were a specific kind of scribe. A scribe 
could also be called a Rabbi. Basically, the people were comparing 
Jesus’ teaching to other religious leaders of His day.  
  Astonished is a strong word which could be translated shocked or 
amazed. The roots of the Greek word come from pounded & out. 
You could say they were “knocked senseless” by Jesus’ teaching! 
  The comparison was not a critique against the typical teaching the 
people heard from the scribes. Rather, it was an identification of a 
fundamental difference that they recognized in Jesus’ teaching. Like 
any good academic, the scribes taught based on outside authority. 
They argued based on the authority of the Bible as supported by 
the authority of other experts. Jesus, on the other hand, taught 
based on His personal authority (See Mark 1:15 & 17). 

Verses 23-28: 
  Unclean Spirit - From a Jewish perspective, “unclean” was 
synonymous w/ “ungodly.” Mark was describing this spirit as evil. 
The person was inhabited and controlled by a demon. 
  Us - The demon recognized that Jesus’ mission included the defeat 
& destruction of not just one spirit, but Satan and all of his demonic 
forces. “Us” might also have indicated that more than one spirit 
inhabited the person (Mark 5:9).  
  The Holy One of God - “Holy” means to be set apart for God’s 
purposes. This demon recognized Jesus not just as another holy 
prophet, but as a unique figure in history set aside by God. The 
meaning behind this title is parallel to the title of Messiah/Christ 
(Mark 1:1). The demon recognized Jesus as God’s chosen hero—the 
one anointed by the Holy Spirit & sent against unclean spirits (Mark 
1:9-11 & 12-13). 
  Silent - Jesus was very careful about how & when He allowed 
himself to be revealed as the Son of God/Messiah/Christ. Jesus 
knew that this information would result in His crucifixion as the 
sacrifice for man’s sin. He fully revealed Himself & willingly died at 
just the right time in His life & ministry. 
  Came Out - Jesus commanded & the demon obeyed. 
  Teaching & Commands - Authoritative teaching undoubtedly 
includes commands (For example, “repent” & “believe”). In casting 
out the demon Jesus demonstrated to the people that He has the 
power to speak w/ authority.

- Class Notes -



15

Mark 1:29-39 

- Why I Came - 
August 23rd, 2020

Reading Plan [08.17 - 08.22] 

Day 1: Why is there sickness in the world? 

 Genesis 2-3 -  

Day 2: What does this prophecy about Jesus teach us about God’s plan to heal us? 

 Isaiah 53 -   

Day 3: When will sickness, pain, and death end? 

 Revelation 21 -  

Day 4: In the mean time, how can God use sickness? 

 Romans 8 -  

  

Day 5: Why did Jesus place a high emphasis on preaching in His ministry? 

 Romans 10 -  



- Mark 1:29-39 Text Diagram - 
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29       And immediately he left the synagogue 
          and entered the house of Simon and Andrew,  
           with James and John.  

30          Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, 
             and immediately they told him about her. 

31            And he came  
               and took her by the hand 
                and lifted her up, 
                 and the fever left her, 
                  and she began to serve them. 

32       That evening at sundown 
          they brought to him all who were sick 
           or oppressed by demons. 

33          And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 

34           And he healed many who were sick with various diseases, 
              and cast out many demons. 
               And he would not permit the demons to speak,  
                because they knew him. 

35       And rising very early in the morning,  
          while it was still dark, 
           he departed and went out to a desolate place, 
            and there he prayed. 

36           And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 
37            and they found him and said to him, 
              “Everyone is looking for you.” 

38              And he said to them,  
                “Let us go on to the next towns,  
                  that I may preach there also, 
                   for that is why I came out.” 

39                  And he went throughout all Galilee,  
                     preaching in their synagogues 
                      and casting out demons.



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. How did you and your spouse meet? 

2. Do you have any pets? If so, what kinds? What are their names? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 29-34: Jesus __________________ to people’s physical, emotional, and spiritual ________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. There is an old saying, “People don’t care what you know until they know that you care.” Do you 

agree with this statement? 

2. What ministry projects have you been involved with in the past that you enjoyed and saw fruit from?  

Verse(s) 35-39: The Son’s __________________ was a tool for accomplishing the Father’s ________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. How would you describe the difference between “ministry” and “mission” in your own words? 

2. Have you ever been on a “mission” trip/project that was so focused on ministry that it neglected the 

mission? Or have you ever been on a “mission” trip/project that was so focused on mission that it 

neglected ministry?  

3. How does this text help us to evaluate our churches current ministry/missions projects? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse 29-34: 
  Lay Ill w/ a Fever - This description is not specific enough to let us 

know exactly what was wrong w/ Peter’s Mother. However, it was 

serious enough that she was confined to her bed. 

  Lifted Her Up…Fever Left - Typical “wonder workers” in the 

Greco-Roman world would use incantations when attempting to 

heal. Rather than casting a spell which called on an outside power, 

Jesus’ authority over all that is seen and unseen was proven again. 

All He did was touch her and she was miraculously healed. 

   Lifted Up was the same word used to describe resurrection from 

the dead. A careful re-reader of Mark would recognize the 

foreshadowing of Jesus’ resurrection power in this healing account. 

  Served - Served is a translation of the word diakoneo. The same 

word was used to describe the actions of the Angels who ministered 

to Jesus in the wilderness (Mark 1:13). Jesus used the same word to 

describe His role as the Son of Man (Mark 10:45). The noun version 

of this verb is where we get the word Deacon. Mark was not placing 

Peter’s Mother in a position of inferiority. Rather, Mark described the 

natural response to a transformative encounter w/ Jesus—to serve 

Him and His other disciples. 

   Whole City - In Mark 1:28 we learned that Jesus’ fame was 

spreading even beyond the region of Galilee. Now, enormous 

crowds were gathering wherever He went. 

   Healed & Cast Out - Jesus ministered to the people’s immediate 

physical, emotional, & spiritual needs. 

Verses 35-39: 
  Not Permit the Demons to Speak - As we noted in the previous 

passage, Jesus carefully controlled how He revealed Himself as the 

Messiah/Christ. Biblical scholars often refer to Jesus’ control over 

the revelation of His role as the “Messianic Secret.” This is a theme 

that we will see develop throughout the Gospel of Mark. 

  Desolate Place - Trans. from eremos, this was the same word used 

to describe Jesus’ place of temptation in Mark 1:13. The desert or 

wilderness had historically been a place of trial & meeting w/ God. 

This linguistic tie, & His intentional steps to distance from others 

shows that Jesus was wrestling with some kind of temptation &/or 

discouragement. 

  Prayed -  In His wrestling, Jesus sought the Father’s comfort & 

guidance. In Greek, the verb form suggested prolonged prayer. 

  Searched - In Greek, this was a strong word. It could be translated 

pursued or hunted. 

  Everyone is Looking for You - The disciples were surprised & 

confused about Jesus’ distance from the crowds. 

   Why I Came Out - Apparently, the crowd’s excitement about 

healings had prevented Jesus from preaching. Jesus explained to 

the disciples that preaching was necessary for accomplishing the 

mission that the Father had sent Him on.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 1:40-45 

- Make Me Clean - 
September 6th, 2020

Reading Plan [08.24 - 08.29] 

Day 1: What is leprosy? 

 Leviticus 13 -  

Day 2: How was leprosy dealt with in the Old Testament? 

 Leviticus 14 -  

  

Day 3: Why do you think God has occasionally used leprosy as a punishment? 

 Numbers 12 -   

 2 Chronicles 26 -  

Day 4: What is the connection between sin and purity/cleanliness before God? 

 Isaiah 1:1-20 -  

  

Day 5: What is our responsibility after having been made clean by Jesus? 

 Ephesians 5 -   



- Mark 1:40-45 Text Diagram - 

20

40  And a leper came to him,  

        imploring  him,  

         and kneeling said to him,  

                “If you will,   you can make me clean.”  

41        Moved with pity,  

             he stretched out his hand  

              and touched him  

               and said to him,  

                     “I will;                be clean.”  

42         And immediately the leprosy left him,  

              and he was made clean.  

43          And Jesus sternly charged him  

               and sent him away at once,  

44            and said to him,  

                “See that you say nothing to anyone,  

                  but go, show yourself to the priest  

                   and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded,  

                    for a proof to them.”  

45            But he went out and began to talk freely about it, 

                 and to spread the news,  

                  so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town,  

                   but was out in desolate places, 

                    and people were coming to him from every quarter.



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. How did you and your spouse meet? 

2. What do you do for a living? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 40-42: Jesus accepts all who come to Him in _____________________________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. Read Luke 18:9-14. Do you ever fall into the trap of sin comparison? The idea of, “at least I’m not as 

bad as…” How does Jesus’ acceptance of the leper challenge our natural tendency to compare 

ourselves with other people? 

2. How can we continually seek the kind of humility that Jesus blessed in this passage? 

Verse(s) 41-45: Jesus’ perfect _____________________ can cleanse our deepest __________________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. Read Ephesians 5:1-8. Do you ever struggle to think of yourself as a “saint”? 

2. If Jesus has given us His perfect purity, how should this effect the way we live our day to day lives? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse 40-42: 
  Leper Came To Him - It is difficult for our culture to understand 
just how shocking this passage was to 1st century readers. 
According to OT law (Lev 13-14), lepers were supposed to keep 
their distance & shout “unclean!” if anyone came close. They were 
required to wear torn cloths & disheveled hair as a visual warning. 
Leprosy was viewed not only as a medical condition, but the cause 
of ritual impurity. B/c of their impurity, a leper lost the ability to 
participate in a regular family, pursue an occupation, fellowship w/ 
other people, & worship w/ the community. 
   Purity codes are designed to keep the world safe & orderly. All 
societies have explicate & implicate purity codes. These societal 
norms teach us to keep distance from “impurity.”  Purity & impurity 
codes define what things are appropriate, in what space, & at what 
time. For example, we are disgusted by the private things that 
happen in a bathroom when they happen at the wrong time or in 
the wrong place. The time & space dictate whether or not an same 
action is “pure” or “impure.” Another example—dirt is only dirty 
when it moves out of the yard & into the house. Even if dirt was 
sterilized of all germs, it would still be dirty if it was put in your bed.  
   Scientists now believe that leprosy is spread through the bacteria 
in an infected person’s coughs or sneezes. However, because the 
disease develops very slowly, it is difficult to identify the source of 
contamination. The laws in Lev 13:45-46 were designed to keep the 
majority of people safe from contamination by keeping lepers at a 
distance. In Jesus’ day, teachers of the law added to the OT 
restrictions. For example, they taught that if a leper stood under a 
tree, that even the tree should be considered unclean. Despite all of 
these social pressures the leper came to Jesus. 
  If You Will - The leper did not doubt Jesus’ ability to heal & 
cleanse him. Yet, he was unsure of Jesus’ willingness. In this 
statement we see the leper’s submission to the sovereignty of God. 
Despite his illness the leper did not assume that he had been 
mistreated, abused, or neglected by God. There was no sense of 
entitlement. Rather, in faith & humility he sought God’s mercy. 
  Make Me Clean - The leper needed not only to be healed, but 
cleansed to return to regular life.  

Verse 43-45: 
  Pity - Jesus had compassion for the man and his condition. 
  Touched Him - Most Rabbis staunchly guarded their ritual purity. 
Rather than fleeing in order to protect His ritual purity Jesus 
intentionally made physical contact with the leper. According to Lev 
5:3, one would expect for this touch to make Jesus unclean. 
  I Will - B/c of his compassion, which was evident from his pity & 
physical contact, Jesus desired to heal & cleanse the leper. 
  Be Clean - Rather than the leper’s impurity contaminating Jesus, 
Jesus’ power & purity cleansed the leper. 
  Sternly Charged Him…Say Nothing - In the preceding passage 
we learned that Jesus didn’t want His healing ministry to distract 
from the larger mission that God had sent Him on as the Messiah. 
Rather, healings were supposed to support His claims as the Son of 
God. For this reason, Jesus attempted to guard what message was 
being spread about Him and His ministry. 
  Offer For Your Cleansing - Lev 14 detailed the process of ritual 
cleansing needed after being healed from leprosy. 
  A Proof - Jesus didn’t want the man to  be only physical healed. 
The offerings were needed for the man to worship at the temple 
again. Jesus wanted the healing to allow the man to restore his 
intimate relationship with God through corporate worship. 
  Jesus…A Town - In this passage it becomes clearer why Jesus was 
so careful about how He revealed Himself as the Messiah. The 
general population had a misunderstanding about Jesus’ ministry 
and about the Messiah. Their eagerness to be healed hampered 
Jesus’ ability to preach the Gospel. 
  At the end of this passage Jesus and the leper have functionally 
traded places. The leper could reenter society and Jesus had to stay 
in the desolate places. This man’s life became a living parable of 
Jesus’ mission as the Messiah.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 2:1-12 

- Who Can Forgive Sin - 
September 13th, 2020

Reading Plan [09.07 - 09.12] 

Day 1: What is Blasphemy? 

 Leviticus 24:10-24 - 

Day 2: Who is “The Son of Man”? 

 Daniel 7 -  

Day 3: Did Jesus’ followers recognize Him as “The Son of Man? 

 Acts 7 -  

 Revelation 1 -  

Day 4: Isaiah 35 described “the Day of Salvation.” How does Jesus’ ministry aline with the redemptive work of God? 

 Isaiah 35 -  

Day 5: What does the Bible say about God as a healer? 

 Psalm 41 -  



- Mark 2:1-12 Text Diagram - 
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1     And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, 
       it was reported that he was at home.  

2       And many were gathered together,  
         so that there was no more room,  
          not even at the door. 
           And he was preaching the word to them.  

3     And they came,  
       bringing to him a paralytic 
        carried by four men.  

4        And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, 
          they removed the roof above him, 
           and when they had made an opening, 
            they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.  

5     And when Jesus saw their faith, 
       he said to the paralytic, 
        “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  

6       Now some of the scribes were sitting there, 
         questioning in their hearts,  
7         “Why does this man speak like that? 
            He is blaspheming! 
             Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  

8       And immediately Jesus,  
         perceiving in his spirit 
          that they thus questioned within themselves, 
           said to them, 
            “Why do you question these things in your hearts?  
9             Which is easier,  
                               to say to the paralytic, 
                                          ‘Your sins are forgiven,’  
                               or to say,  
                                          ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’?  

10             But that you may know 
                that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” 
                 —he said to the paralytic—  
11                 “I say to you, rise,  
                     pick up your bed, 
                      and go home.”  

12                  And he rose 
                     and immediately picked up his bed 
                      and went out before them all,  
                       so that they were all amazed 
                        and glorified God, saying, 
                         “We never saw anything like this!”



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is one of your big pet peeves? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 1-5: Jesus claimed… 

    to know the ________________ of our __________________. 

    to have the _______________ to _____________________ our sins. 

    that we should _______________ in Him for ___________________ to God 

Discussion questions: 

1. Do you think the term “Christian” is used accurately in our culture? Do you know anyone who would 

call themselves a Christian but wouldn’t agree with Christ’s teachings? 

2. Why is it good news that Jesus knows the content of our hearts? 

Verse(s) 6-12: Jesus proved… 
    He knows the ________________ of our __________________. 

    He has the _______________ to _____________________ our sins. 

    that we should _______________ in Him for ___________________ to God 

Discussion questions: 

1. 1 Corinthians 12:9 tells us that faith is a spiritual gift. Paul was not talking about saving faith, which all 

Christians have (Eph 2:9-9). Instead, the gift of faith is when a person finds it easier to have confidence, 

certainty, or trust in what the Bible teaches. Some find it easy to believe, others are extremely thankful for 

the overwhelming proof that Jesus provided. Which category are you closer to? 

2. In our culture is there a negative association with faith and intelligence? How does Jesus’ use of logic 

and presentation of proof address this negative stereotype? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse 1-5: 
  Reported - In Mark 1:45 we learned that due to his popularity 
Jesus could not “openly enter a town.” Apparently, Jesus covertly 
returned to Capernaum (Perhaps Peter & Andrews house). However, 
word of His arrive did not stay secret for long. 
  Was At Home - We know that Jesus’ home town was Nazareth 
(Mark 6:1 & Matt 4:12-13). However, He chose to make Capernaum 
His ministry base in Galilee.  The word translated home could be 
translated dwelling or the place He was staying. 
  The Word - Up to this point, the only content of Jesus’ preaching 
that Mark has provided is in Mark 1:15. Thus, we should assume that 
the coming of the Kingdom of God through Jesus’ ministry was the 
heart of His message.  
  Removed the Roof/Made An Opening - Roofs of this time & 
region were accessible by a staircase on the outside of the house. 
The roofs functioned similarly to decks today in that they provided 
outdoor living space (Acts 10:9). The roof was supported by heavy 
beams, but covered by cross hatching smaller sticks, grass, & mud. 
The verb trans. to made an opening can literally be translated 
digging. Due to the type of roof, “digging” through it was not a 
difficult task. 
  Saw Their Faith - It was clear to Jesus that these men believed in 
His power. Their faith inspired them to go to extreme measures to 
come close to Jesus. 
  Son - Jesus called the paralytic by a term that was intimate, but 
also demonstrated His authority over the man. 
  Your Sins Are Forgiven - Occasionally in scripture God used illness 
or death as a direct response to sin. This may be true of the paralytic
—but not necessarily so. It is clear from scripture (Gen 3 & Rom 8) 
that all sickness, pain, & death are the indirect results of sin in our 
world. Whether the paralytics condition was a direct action of God 
or an indirect consequence of living in a fallen world, Jesus knew, 
but we do not. Either way, we can know with full certainty that all 
have sinned & are in need of God’s forgiveness (Rom 3:23). 

Verse 6-12: 
  Scribes - See notes on Mark 1:22. 
  Blaspheming - Blasphemy is disrespect directed against the 
character of God. Any normal human who claimed divinity affronted 
the perfection & holiness of the one true God. According to OT, this 
sin was punishable by death. (Lev 24:14-16). 
  Who Can Forgive Sins? - The scribes were right. According to the 
OT only God can forgive sin (Ex 34:6-7, Ps 103:3, Isa 43:25). 
Because they did not understand who Jesus was, the scribes were 
deeply offended by His statement. To their understanding, Jesus 
was either a prophet who arrogantly misunderstood His connection 
to God & His role with the people, or worse, He was like the Greco-
Roman leaders who had the audacity to claim personal divinity. 
  Questioned Within Themselves - Jesus knew the life history of the 
paralytic & the secret content of the scribes hearts. 
  Which Is Easier - The question was not which act would be easier 
to perform. Miraculous healing & forgiveness of sin are both acts of 
God. Rather, which act would be easier to “say,” or claim to be able 
to do? Forgiveness of sin has no visual proof to accompany it. So a 
charlatan can easily claim to provide forgiveness of sin all he wants. 
But, miraculous healing is visible and obvious. There is no faking it.  
  That You May Know - Jesus proved His ability to forgive sins by 
healing the paralytic man. Because illness ultimately proceeds from 
sin (either directly or indirectly), then miraculous healing was the 
perfectly appropriate demonstration of the forgiveness of sin. 
  Son of Man - Daniel saw a vision of a one who looked “like a son 
of man,” but received dominion & glory like God (Dan 6:13-14). In 
adopting this title Jesus was claiming to be this God-Man revealed 
to the prophet Daniel.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 2:13-17 

- Eating With Sinners - 
September 20th, 2020

Reading Plan [09.14 - 09.19] 

Day 1: What is the root of sin? 

 James 1:12-14 & 4:1-10 - 

Day 2: Who does sin effect? 

 Romans 5 -  

Day 3: What does sin make us? 

 Philippians 3 -   

Day 4: How does sin effect our relationship with God? 

 Ephesians 2 -  

Day 5: Does God take sin seriously? 

 Exodus 34:6-7 -  

 Proverbs 11 -  



- Mark 2:1-12 Text Diagram - 
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13    He went out again beside the sea, 

       and all the crowd was coming to him, 

        and he was teaching them.  

14    And as he passed by, 

       he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus 

        sitting at the tax booth, 

         and he said to him, 

         “Follow me.” 

           And he rose and followed him. 

15          And as he reclined at table in his house, 

             many tax collectors and sinners 

              were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, 

               for there were many who followed him.  

16      And the scribes of the Pharisees, 

         when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, 

          said to his disciples, 

          “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

17          And when Jesus heard it,  

             he said to them, 

                               “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 

                                                         but   those who are sick.  

             I came not to call the righteous, 

                                                         but   sinners.”



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is silly fear you have? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 13-14: Jesus offers _____________ - ______________ forgiveness.     

Discussion questions: 

1. The culture’s hate of tax collectors is obvious from this text and other extra-biblical writings. Today are 

there certain sins that the church views differently than others? 

2. How does Jesus’ actions in this passage challenge our human perception of sin? 

Verse(s) 15-17: Jesus offers _____________ - ______________ forgiveness. 

Discussion questions: 

1. What kind of a response should we expect when we offer a culture-shaking message? (See John 17:14) 

2. Two weeks ago we discussed how as “saints” we cannot “partner” with the darkness of the world. 

However, Jesus demonstrated a love and compassion for all people. How do we find balance between 

being totally separated from our culture and being united with it? (See John 17:15-18) 

3. Because of their self-righteousness, the Pharisees were unwilling to associate with the “sinners” of 

their society. How do we guard against self-righteousness? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse 13-14: 
  Sea - Capernaum was located on the northern shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. 
  Levi - Also known as Matthew (See Matt 9:9). 
  Tax Booth - Capernaum was located on a busy highway which 
merchants used to transport goods. Levi/Matthew was a customs 
officer who was authorized by Herod Antipas (a Roman appointed 
governor) to tax imports and exports coming into his territory. 
  Tax collectors are typically unpopular in any culture. However, the 
system that was used in this context was particularly prone to 
corruption. At the beginning of the term, Levi would bid to purchase 
the tax collection contract. This meant that he supposedly was 
paying in advance to the government the taxes that He could 
collect. So, how was a tax collector to make money? They used their 
purchased authority to collect more than he had paid. Tax collectors 
could make a great profit off of this process by squeezing every cent 
possible out of the people. You could say tax collectors were 
wealthy people who partnered with the government so that they 
could become more wealthy by oppressing common people. 
  Unsurprisingly these tax collectors were despised by their 
communities. They were seen as traitors to their people. Period 
Jewish writings viewed tax collectors as negatively as murderers & 
thieves. A jewish tax collector was disqualified to be a judge or a 
witness in court. They were expelled from their synagogue. They 
were viewed as ritually unclean & a disgrace to their families. Some 
Rabbi’s taught it was morally acceptable to lie to tax collectors! 
  Follow Me - See Mark 1:17. It was surprising when Jesus called the 
fisherman to follow Him as a disciple because they were unqualified. 
It would have been offensive that Jesus would call a tax collector to 
discipleship. Levi’s response to Christ’s call demonstrates a radical 
transformation. Previously, Levi had thrown away his relationship w/ 
God for material gain. Now, he was a committed disciple of Jesus 
who was willing to leave all behind to follow Him. 

Verse 15-17: 
  His House - In Mark’s Gospel, it is ambiguous whose house this 
meal took place in, either Levi’s or Jesus’. However, in Luke’s 
account of this story we learn that Levi prepared a feast at his home 
presumably to honor Jesus (Luke 5:29). 
  Sinners…Reclining with Jesus - Reclining was the expected 
posture for feasts. Levi’s typical compatriots joined in at the party. 
The Bible is clear that all men are sinners (Isa 53:6, Rom 3:23). 
However, Mark used the term here to describe a group of people 
like tax collectors. These “sinners” were not like other Jew’s or God-
fearers who were striving to live in obedience but inevitably failed. 
Rather, these “sinners” where those who blatantly disregarded 
God’s law & lived separately from the community because of it.  
  Many Who Followed Him - Apparently, many who had be outcasts 
because of their life choices had turned away from their sin (Mark 
1:15) in order to follow Jesus. 
  Pharisees - A specific sect of religious leaders who were known 
from their strict adherence to the oral law. These oral laws were 
additions to the OT laws intended to prevent any possibility sin. 
  “Why Does He eat…” - The OT law did give dietary restrictions 
for cleanliness. However, the OT did not restrict eating with non-
Jews. Rather, this was an additional regulation that was established 
out of fear of unintentional contamination. God had intended for 
holiness to be an indication of belonging to God (Lev 20:26). 
  Well, Sick, Righteous, Sinners - Jesus used an analogy to explain 
His mission. In the same way it would be foolish for a doctor to turn 
away sick people, Jesus would not turn away sinners. All analogies 
are limited. Jesus was not suggesting that some people are not 
sinners. Instead, He implicitly condemned those who could not 
humbly recognize their need for His “healing.”

- Class Notes -
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Mark 2:18-22 

- New Wine - 
September 27th, 2020

Reading Plan [09.21 - 09.26] 

Day 1: Who is the “Husband” of God’s people? 

 Isaiah 54 - 

Day 2: What was a covenant? 

 Deuteronomy 29 -  

Day 3: What were the conditions of the covenant God made through Moses to His people? 

 Deuteronomy 30 - 

Day 4: In Jeremiah 31, God gave Jeremiah a vision of His people returning from exile in Babylon. How did Jesus’ 

ministry more fully fulfill this promise? 

 Jeremiah 31 -  

Day 5: When will the prophecy in Jeremiah 31 be fully fulfilled? 

 Revelation 21 -   



- Mark 2:18-22 Text Diagram - 
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18    Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. 

       And people came and said to him, 

       “Why do John's   disciples 

              and the   disciples of the Pharisees fast, 

               but your disciples do not fast?” 

19    And Jesus said to them, 

      “Can the wedding guests fast 

                                       while the bridegroom is with them? 

                        As long as they have the bridegroom    with them, 

                  they cannot fast. 

20      The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 

           and then they will fast in that day. 

21              No one sews   a piece of unshrunk cloth     on an old garment. 

                  If he does, the patch   tears away        from it, 

                              the new                       from the old, 

                                 and a worse tear is made. 

22        And   no one puts   new wine                      into old wineskins. 

                  If he does, the wine    will burst        the skins 

                                 and the wine is destroyed, 

                                 and so are the skins. 

                    But new wine is for fresh wineskins.”



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is silly fear you have? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 18-20: Christ’s coming changes ____________________ to _______________________.    

Discussion questions: 

1. Our relationship with Jesus began with contrition (repentance) but has moved to celebration. How do 

we find the balance between taking sin seriously and living in a place of shame? 

2. When do you think Jesus’ followers began fasting again? When will we stop for good? 

3. How does the ministry of Jesus transform the purpose behind our fasting? 

Verse(s) 21-22: Christ’s coming challenges _____________________ _________________________.  

Discussion questions: 

1. In the sermon we examined some common cultural misconceptions about religion that Jesus’ ministry 

challenges. Do you remember them? Are there anymore common but wrong ideas about faith? 

2. Do you feel that you are prepared to guard against and respond to these misconceptions? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 18-20: 
  Fasting - OT law required fasting only one day of the year—the 
day of atonement (Lev 16). The “affliction” (Lev 16:29) of fasting was 
a demonstration of self-denial & genuine repentance over sin. 
  People - Josephus, (1st Cen. Jewish/Roman historian) wrote that 
the Pharisees were “extremely influential among the common 
people” (Antiquities of the Jews, 18.14-15). 
  Disciples - The people recognized some similarities between the 
teachings of John the Baptist, the Pharisees, & Jesus. However, they 
also noticed an obvious difference. The Pharisees were known for 
fasting twice a week (Luke 18:12). Fasting was intended to be an 
expression of contrition over sin & humility before God. But, Jesus 
was not encouraging His disciples to fast at this time. 
  There was at least an undertone of criticism in the question—if not 
an outright attack. The people were questioning Jesus & His 
disciples’ piety & self-discipline due to their lack of fasting. 
  Jesus Said - Jesus offered a series of short analogies/parables to 
address the people’s question about fasting and the implicit 
assumptions behind their question. Analogies and parables typically 
only present one major truth. They are misunderstood when the 
reader tries to pull spiritual truth out of every detail of the parable. 
  Wedding Guests…Bridegroom - In this first analogy, Jesus 
compared the disciples to wedding guests and Himself to a 
bridegroom (AKA Groom). Wedding Celebrations in 1st Cent. Israel 
typically lasted for 7 days. Guests at these extended parties would 
feast, celebrate, dance, and sing. To fast would have been extremely 
out of place at a wedding. The comparison is simple. Jesus’ coming 
was a reason for celebration not contrition. Jesus’ disciples 
experienced joy & satisfaction in His presence. 
  The Bridegroom is taken away - The story takes a strange twist. 
Don’t mistake the taking away of the Groom with the modern idea 
of the honeymoon. A honeymoon trip was not a custom in Jesus’ 
day. In a typical wedding festival the guest would be the ones to 
leave the newly formed family to begin their lives together. Thus, 
this image of the Groom being taken away was starting and 
unexpected turn in the story. Jesus wanted his followers to expect a 
time when the celebration of His coming would be interrupted. In 
hind sight, this would be a clear allusion to His work on the cross 
(Luke 23:46) and His ascension to heaven (Acts 1:9). 
  They Will Fast - Jesus was not against the practice of fasting in 
general. This passage and others indicate that Jesus expected His 
disciples to fast (Matt 6:16). However, for this time, His disciples’ 
lack of fasting revealed the nature of his ministry. The fact that they 
weren’t fasting for this time said something about who Jesus was 
and what His mission was. 
  This passage also teaches us about the nature and purpose of 
fasting. The disciples would begin to fast again as they longed for 
the intimate presence of their Lord. 
Verse(s) 21-22: 
  Unshrunk Cloth…Old Garment…Tears Away - Experience and 
common sense tell us that as the new patch shrunk, it would no 
longer be large enough to cover the hole and would pull out the 
new seams. A new patch on an old garment fundamentally would 
not work. 
  New Wine…Old Wine Skins…Will Burst - “New wine” had not 
yet fermented. It was stored in new wine skins which would stretch 
as the wine fermented. Old wine skins, having already stretched 
would burst if someone attempted to reuse them for the 
fermentation process. New wine in old wine skins fundamentally 
would not work. The same truth is being communicated through this 
second parable. Jesus did not come to add to the religious status 
quo. Fundamentally that would not work. Rather, Christ’s coming 
into the world was a new step in God’s redemptive plan to build His 
Kingdom (See Jer 31).

- Class Notes -
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Mark 2:23-3:6 

- Lord of the Sabbath - 
October 4th, 2020

Reading Plan [09.28 - 10.03] 

Day 1: Who established the practice of the Sabbath? 

 Genesis 1:1-2:3 - 

  

Day 2: What was God’s purpose in creating the Sabbath? 

 Isaiah 40:28 -  

 Exodus 20:8-11 -  

 Exodus 31:12-18 -  

Day 3: How should we approach the Sabbath? 

 Psalm 92 - 

Day 4: What is true rest? 

 Hebrews 3:12-4:16 - 

Day 5: Do you think God was displeased with David use of the holy bread in this passage? 

 1 Samuel 20-21 



- Mark 2:23-3:6 Text Diagram - 
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2:23  One Sabbath 
       he was going through the grainfields, 
        and as they made their way, 
         his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 

24     And the Pharisees were saying to him, 
       “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 

25     And he said to them, 
       “Have you never read what David did, 
         when he was in need and was hungry, 
              he and those who were with him: 

26         how he entered the house of God, 
            in the time of Abiathar the high priest, 
             and ate the bread of the Presence, 
              which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, 
               and also gave it to those who were with him?” 

27      And he said to them,  
        “The Sabbath was made for man,  
          not man for the Sabbath. 
28         So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.” 
           

3:1   Again he entered the synagogue,  
       and a man was there with a withered hand.  
2       And they watched Jesus, 
         to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, 
          so that they might accuse him. 

3      And he said to the man with the withered hand, 
       “Come here.”  
         And he said to them, 
         “Is it lawful on the Sabbath    to do good    or  to do harm, 
                                         to save life  or  to kill?”  
           But they were silent. 

5      And he looked around at them with anger, 
        grieved at their hardness of heart, 
         and said to the man,  
         “Stretch out your hand.” 
           He stretched it out, 
            and his hand was restored. 

6       The Pharisees went out 
         and immediately held counsel 
          with the Herodians against him, 
           how to destroy him.



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. Do you prefer cold weather or hot weather? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 23-28: Spiritual clarity comes from ____________________ __________________ to ___________________.  

  

Verse(s) 1-6: Spiritual blindness comes from ____________________ __________________ of ___________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 4:3-4: “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In 

their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 -How does the spiritual blindness of the lost change our attitude toward sharing the Gospel. 

2. Though our faith in Jesus provides the opportunity for spiritual clarity, 1 John 2:11 gives an examples 

of when believers can be blind as well. “But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the 

darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

 -From our text today, what would be the solution for this blindness? 

3. The Pharisees misunderstanding of the Sabbath indicated to a greater spiritual blindness. And yet, 

there are important teachings about the Sabbath here as well. What would be a modern equivalent to 

the Pharisees’ view of Sabbath? 

5.  Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” How could these words be 

misunderstood or twisted? 

6. Jesus claimed to be “Lord of the Sabbath.” Does His claim help us to understand what the focus of 

Sabbath should be? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 23-28: 
  Sabbath - See Mark 1:21.  
  Pluck - According to Deut 23:24-25, grabbing a snack of grapes or 
grain from a field as you passed through was acceptable. 
  Pharisees…Lawful on the Sabbath - See 2:16. The Pharisees 
added extensive regulations to the OT laws. In developing these 
additions the pharisees intended to guard against any possible sin. 
Unfortunately, the result was a religious burden which lead people 
to focus on external observance rather than internal devotion to 
God. The Pharisees viewed the disciple’s “plucking” as a breaking of 
the implicit prohibition against harvesting in Ex 34:21. 
  David…Ate the Bread - See 1 Sam 21:1-6. David, while fleeing for 
his life from King Saul, asked the priest if he and his men could eat 
the bread that the law reserved for the priests and use in the 
sanctuary. Jesus wanted the Pharisees to consider if David’s actions 
in this account displeased God. 
  Time of Abiathar - Ahimelech was the high priest that David 
spoke with in 1 Sam 21:1-6. Abiathar became high priest in 1 Sam 
22:20 a few days later when Ahimelech was killed by Saul for 
helping David. There were no chapter or verse divisions in Jesus’ 
day. Jesus’ purpose in referencing the “time of Abiathar” was to 
point people to that general section of the Bible. 
  Made for Man - The Pharisees fundamentally misunderstood the 
Sabbath. God didn’t make the Sabbath so that man could have a 
hoop to jump through in attempts to please Him. Rather, God made 
the Sabbath for man because we need it. To be full, whole, healthy, 
happy, we need to rest in God’s presence. 
  Son of Man - See Mark 2:10. 
  Lord Even of the Sabbath - Jesus claimed that the only way the 
Pharisees would understand God’s purpose in the Sabbath would be 
through submitting to the Lord of the Sabbath. The Pharisees 
misunderstanding of the Sabbath indicated to a greater spiritual 
blindness. They needed to follow Jesus to receive genuine spiritual 
understanding. 

Verse(s) 1-6: 
  Synagogue - See Mark 1:21. This second encounter perhaps took 
place on the same day. Either way, Mark provided this account as a 
further illustration of the Pharisees spiritual blindness. 
  Heal Him - Amazingly, the Pharisees had confidence in Jesus’ 
ability to heal the disabled man. Yet, in coming to hear Jesus 
preach, they desired not to see an act of God, but to trap Jesus. 
  Good or Harm? - Jesus argued that to not do good when one is 
able to, is to do harm. Hypothetical, ifcould man earn or lose God’s 
favor, then to do harm on the Sabbath would clearly be a greater 
grievance than to work for someones good. 
  Save or Kill? - Jesus’ second question should have deeply 
troubled the Pharisees. Though they avoided even the smallest task 
would could be considered work, they were at that moment 
conspiring to kill Jesus. 
  Grieved at their hardness of Heart - Jesus was angry that the 
Word of God had been distorted into an unbearable burden. Jesus 
was grieved that these men who believed they knew the path to 
God were so far from Him and His heart. Jesus performed the 
miracle in hopes that their hearts will be softened and their eyes 
would be opened. 
  Herodians - Not much is know about the Herodians. The phrase is 
infrequently used in and outside of the Bible. Presumably they were 
political leaders who aligned with the Roman appointed Governor 
of Galilee, Herod Antipas. The political leaders would have been 
nervous about Jesus’ claims of being the Messiah. Perhaps they 
partnered with the Pharisees in attempts to prevent an uprising. 
  Destroy Him - Jesus’ ministry was too much of a disruption to their 
way of life. They determined they would find a way to kill Him.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 3:7-19 

- Send Them Out - 
October 11th, 2020

Reading Plan [10.5 - 10.10] 

Day 1: What is God’s desire for all people? 

 2 Peter 3 - 

  

Day 2: How long has God been working to bring all kinds of people to Him? 

 Genesis 12:1-9 -  

 Ephesians 1:1-10 -  

   

Day 3: How has God begun to fulfill His promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-9? 

 Galatians 3:1-9 - 

Day 4: How does God plan to partner with us to bless all nations? 

 Isaiah 49:1-7 - 

 Acts 1:1-11 -  

Day 5: What will it look like when God’s plan comes to fulness? 

 Revelation 7 - 



- Mark 3:7-19 Text Diagram - 
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7     Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, 
       and a great crowd followed, 
        from Galilee and Judea 
8        and Jerusalem and Idumea 
          and from beyond the Jordan  
           and from around Tyre and Sidon. 

       When the great crowd heard all that he was doing, 
        they came to him. 
9        And he told his disciples to have a boat ready for him 
          because of the crowd,  
           lest they crush him, 
10          for he had healed many, 
             so that all who had diseases pressed around him to touch him. 

11     And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, 
        they fell down before him and cried out, 
         “You are the Son of God.” 
12         And he strictly ordered them not to make him known. 

13    And he went up on the mountain 
       and called to him those whom he desired, 
        and they came to him. 

14     And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) 
        so that they might be with him 
         and he might send them out to preach 
15        and have authority to cast out demons. 

16    He appointed the twelve: 
           Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter);  
17         James the son of Zebedee 
      and  John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name    Boanerges, 
                                                       that is,   Sons of Thunder); 
18         Andrew,  
      and  Philip, 
      and  Bartholomew, 
      and  Matthew, 
      and  Thomas, 
      and  James the son of Alphaeus, 
      and  Thaddaeus, 
      and  Simon the Zealot, 
19    and  Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. Do you prefer hot or cold? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 7-12: The crowds want to ___________________ from Christ’s ________________.    

Discussion questions: 

1. The crowds believed that Jesus had the power to heal them, meaning they had a kind of faith. Are 

there people today who have the wrong idea of what it means to have faith in Jesus? 

2. How does the picture of “following” Jesus help us to understand what saving faith is? 

3. What is another verse from earlier in Mark that helps us know what Jesus’ meant when he called 

people to “believe?” 

Verse(s) 13-19: Disciples _______________________ Christ’s ____________________. (v. 13) 

                        Disciples _______________________ Christ’s ____________________. (v. 14a) 

                        Disciples _______________________ Christ’s ____________________. (v. 14b-15) 

Discussion questions: 

1. The Christian life is a partnership. On one hand, God is supernaturally conforming you to Christ’s 

image (Rom 8:29). On the other hand, we are responsible for imitating God and walking as Christ walked 

(Eph 5:1-2). For each of these descriptions of discipleship, we must ask if we are doing our part. 

 a. Has Christ been calling you in a certain way that you’ve been ignoring? 

 b. Have you been seeking God’s presence corporately and privately? 

 c. Have you been following Christ’s example of being on mission? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 9-12: 
  Disciples…Crowd Followed - This passage provides a 

juxtaposition between the crowds (those who wanted to benefit 

from Christ’s power) and His disciples. The passage provides a 

clearer understanding of what it means to “follow” Jesus. 

  From - Jesus’ popularity has extended even beyond the 

boundaries of Israel pulling interested people from gentile 

territories. 

  Boat Ready…Lest They Crush Him - In Mark 4:1, we learn that 

Jesus used the boat as a sort of floating pulpit for his preaching 

ministry. It is possible that in this instance Jesus used the boat in the 

same way. However, Mark described the crowds in this passage 

negatively. They weren’t coming to Jesus to hear His preaching. 

Rather, they were so ravenous for healing that there was danger to 

Jesus’ well-being as they pressed in to touch Him. 

  Unclean Spirits…Cried Out…”You are the Son of God!” - Mark 

already described similar situations twice so far in his Gospel 

(1:24-25 and 1:34). In this text, the repetition fulfills two purposes. 

First, it shows that Christ is continuing to gain ground in His battle 

against Satan. The borders of God’s Kingdom are advancing. 

Secondly, and more importantly in this text, the demon’s recognition 

of Jesus’ divinity highlights the weakness of the crowds faith. Yes 

they believe that Jesus could heal them, but they were blind to His 

greater mission as the Christ. James compares weak and vague faith 

to that of the demon as well—“You believe that God is one; you do 

well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!” (Jms 2:19). 

Verse(s) 13-19: 
  Called…Be With Him…Send Them Out -  Three characteristics of 

the disciples stand in strong contrast to the crowds. Those who 

actually followed Jesus answered His call, desired His presence, and 

followed His example. 
 Those Whom He Desired - Jesus knew who genuinely desired to 

follow Him and who simply wanted to use Him. This was a time of 

winnowing (Matt 3:12) or separating the sheep from the goats (Matt 

25:32). 

  Twelve - Twelve is not a very common symbolic number in the 

Bible. One might expect Jesus to have chosen 7, the number which 

represents completion or perfection. Appointing twelve Apostles 

would have been a clear reference to the twelve tribes of Israel (Gen 

49:28), from which all Israelites preceded. Jesus wanted us to see 

that the New Israel, the new children of God, would proceed from 

His disciple’s preaching and ministry. 

  Simon…Judas - If Mark was writing his Gospel in the mid-50s AD, 

then this listing of Apostles would have been a confirmation of their 

rightful leadership over the Church. This list also would have been a 

reminder of James the brother of John’s ultimate sacrifice for Christ. 

About ten years earlier, he had been martyred by Herod Agrippa 

(Acts 12:1-2). With-in 30 years 10 of the 12 disciples would die 

violent deaths for following Christ. Though these men were not yet 

at that level of dedication to Christ, Jesus would be able to grow 

them into great men of God.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 3:20-35 

- An Eternal Sin - 
October 18th, 2020

Reading Plan [10.12 - 10.17] 

Day 1: Who is Beelzebul? 

 2 Kings 1:1-4 -  

 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 -  

Day 2: How did Christ defeat Satan? 

 John 12:20-36 -  

  

   

Day 3: When will God deliver the final blow to Satan? 

 Revelation 20 -  

Day 4: How does God view a Christ-followers sin? 

 Psalm 103 -  

Day 5: When can a person respond to Jesus’ call? 

 Hebrews 3 -  

 Hebrews 9:27 - 



- Mark 3:20-35 Text Diagram - 
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20    Then he went home, 
       and the crowd gathered again, 
        so that they could not even eat. 
21       And when his family heard it, 
          they went out to seize him, 
           for they were saying, 
                                 “He is out of his mind.” 

22     And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying,  
                                 “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” 
                            and  “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 

23     And he called them to him 
       and said to them in parables,  
                                 “How can Satan cast out Satan? 

24         If a kingdom is divided against itself,    
                                           that kingdom cannot stand. 
25     And if a house   is divided against itself, 
                                           that house will not be able to stand. 
26     And if   Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, 
                                           he cannot stand, 
                                            but is coming to an end.  
  
27     But no one can enter a strong man's house 
                      and plunder his goods, 
                       unless he first binds the strong man. 
                        Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

28     “Truly, I say to you, 
             all sins will be forgiven the children of man, 
         and whatever blasphemies they utter, 

29       but whoever  blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 
              never has forgiveness, 
               but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 
30              for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

31         And his mother and his brothers came, 
          and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 
32       And a crowd was sitting around him, 
        and they said to him,  
      “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 

33    And he answered them, 
      “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 
34      And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, 
        “Here are my mother and my brothers! 
35        For whoever does the will of God, 
           he is my brother and sister and mother.”



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is your favorite holiday? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 22-30: Those who are ________________ _________________ to Jesus are guilty of an eternal sin.   

Discussion questions: 

1. This passage has caused many believers anxiety over the concern that they may have committed the 

mysterious “unforgivable sin.” Which section of this text should give us assurance rather than anxiety? 

Verse(s) 20-21 & 31-35: Those who are ________________ _________________ to Jesus are guilty of an eternal sin. 

Discussion questions: 

1. In your interactions with non-christians, have you come across more who are actively opposed or 

passively unconvinced? 

2. In the text does Jesus approach both groups with the same tactics? Or does He demonstrate two 

different methods of trying to reach the different groups? 

3. In Jesus’ day, a person’s primary social connection and responsibility was to their family. Jesus’ 

attention to His disciple’s over His family would have been shocking. This image provides a very intimate 

and multi-faceted picture of the relationship between Jesus and His disciples. He was their Lord (Mark 

2:28) and their brother. Do you tend to focus on one aspect of your relationship with Jesus over the 

other? If so, what’s the danger in missing these different aspects? 

4. What is the action that Jesus paired with faith in this text? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 20-21: 
  Home - Home could be referring to Capernaum or Nazareth. 
Whichever, it was supposed to be a place that Jesus could find 
some rest. However, due to the crowd’s needs He was so busy He 
didn’t even have time to eat. 
  Seize Him…He Is Out of His Mind - The word trans. family in this 
verse could be translated less specifically to friends or associates. 
Verse 31 gives us an indication of why we should translate the word 
to family. The word trans. seize means to take possession, or arrest. 
Jesus’ family was genuinely worried for His physical and mental well-
being and intended to force Him to stop His ministry. The family’s 
response shows a lack of faith in Jesus’ person and calling. 
Verse(s) 22-30: 
  Scribes who came - The religious leaders have shifted from 
disagreeable observers to actively captaining against Jesus. 
  Beelzebul…the Prince of Demons - There is scholarly 
disagreement over the exact meaning of Beelzebul. Likely this name 
is a reference to Baalzebub, a Phoenician god mentioned in 2 Kings 
1:2. In 1 Corinthians 10:14-22, Paul explained that all pagan 
worshipers are actually worshiping demons. 
  The change in spelling could be an intentional parody, or a 
pronunciation change over time. Either way, we know who is meant 
by the name Beelzebul, the Prince of Demons. The scribes were 
referring to Satan. They accused Jesus of being able to cast out 
demons because He was posses by “an unclean spirit” (v.29). 
  Parables - A favorite teaching tool of Jesus’, a parable is a short 
story or illustration which teaches a truth through comparison. 
  Kingdom…House…Satan - The illustration of a kingdom and a 
house provide a comparison which shows how illogical the Pharisees 
accusation was. If a kingdom or house (a family unit) sabotaged 
themselves, they clearly wouldn’t last long. In the same way, if Satan 
was casting out demons, then he would be working against himself. 
  Binds the Strong Man - Another parable, explaining a different 
truth. In casting out demons, Jesus wasn’t working for Satan, but 
rather binding Satan. In the same way that tying up a strong man is 
the first step before you could rob Him, Jesus was taking the first 
steps of defeating Satan. 
  Truly, I Say to You - Jesus was unique in using this phrase. 
Typically people said truly (lit. Amen), to agree w/ or affirm other 
people’s teachings. Jesus demonstrated His authority, and the 
importance of His teachings by using this phrase. 
  All Sins…Whatever Blasphemies - (See Mark 2:7) Every sin every 
committed by every person can be forgiven by God. Even the sin of 
radical disrespect and rebellion again God’s holy name & character 
(which is blasphemy). 
  Blasphemes Against the Holy Spirit…An Eternal Sin - In Jesus’ 
day, the term blasphemy was used in a wider sense than speaking a 
“curse” against “the name of the LORD” (Lev 24:14-16). For 
example, see Jesus’ trial in Mark 14:64. Blasphemy includes 
disrespect against the character of God. Someone who is 
blaspheming the Holy Spirit has decided in their heart against God’s 
promoting, and in doing so, has turned away from the opportunity 
to place their faith in Jesus 
  They Were Saying - The verb form in this phrase indicates a 
continuing action. A better translations would be, “They kept on 
saying,” which describes an ongoing rejection of the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Verse(s) 31-35: 
  Here Are My Mother and My Brothers - Mark paired an extreme 
example of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit with a more subtle 
example. Rather than trusting His claims of Messiahship and 
supporting His mission, Jesus’ family thought He had gone crazy. 
Though they had a love for Jesus, they did not have faith in Him.

- Class Notes - 
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Mark 4:1-20 

- The Sower - 
October 25th, 2020

Reading Plan [10.19 - 10.24] 

Day 1: What did God accomplish through the Assyrian/Babylonian Exiles? 

 Habakkuk 1:1-11 -  

 Isaiah 6 -  

 Jeremiah 23:1-8 -  

Day 2: Why would we want to study the Bible? 

 Psalm 119:1-40 -  

  

   

Day 3: How do we feel when we study the promises of God? 

 Psalm 119:41-80 -  

Day 4: What does God’s Word provide for us? 

 Psalm 119:81-128 -  

Day 5: Why does a longing for God coincide with a longing for His Word? 

 Psalm 119:129-176 - 



- Mark 4:1-20 Text Diagram - 
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1     Again he began to teach beside the sea. 
       And a very large crowd gathered about him, 
        so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, 
         and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 

2     And he was teaching them many things in parables, 
       and in his teaching he said to them: 
3                                            “Listen! 
       Behold, a sower went out to sow. 
4         And as he sowed, 

             some seed fell along the path, 
                       and   the birds came and devoured it. 

5           Other seed fell on rocky ground,  
            where it did not have much soil,  
                       and   immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil.  
6                      And   when the sun rose,              it was scorched, 
                       and   since it had no root,           it withered away. 

7           Other seed fell among thorns, 
                       and   the thorns grew up and choked it,  
                       and   it yielded no grain.  

8       And other seeds fell into good soil 
                       and   produced grain, growing up 
                       and   increasing 
                       and   yielding   thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 

9     And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

10    And when he was alone,  
       those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. 
11      And he said to them, 
        “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, 
          but for those outside everything is in parables, 
12         so that 
                   “‘they may indeed see     but not perceive, 
                      and may indeed hear    but not understand, 
                    lest they should turn    and be forgiven.’” 

13    And he said to them,  “Do you not understand this parable? 
                             How then will you understand all the parables? 

14     The sower sows the word. 

15            And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown:  
                       when they hear, Satan immediately comes 
                        and takes away the word that is sown in them. 

16            And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: 
                       the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. 
17                     And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; 
                       then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 
                        immediately they fall away. 

18            And others are the ones sown among thorns. 
                       They are those who hear the word, 
19                      but the cares of the world 
                        and the deceitfulness of riches 
                        and the desires for other things enter in 
                         and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

20            But those that were sown on the good soil 
                       are the ones who hear the word and accept it 
                        and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 10-12: The _____________ of God’s Word is ______________ to those who come to Jesus in humble faith.  

Discussion questions: 

1. Matthew 25:32-33 “Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but 

the goats on the left.” How was Jesus’ use of parables a method of winnowing, or discerning true 

followers? 

Verse(s) 1-9 & 13-20: What will you do with God’s Word today?  

   Will God’s Word be _________________ out of your _________________? (v.4 & 15) 

   Will God’s Word be _________________ out of your _________________? (v.5-6 & 16-17) 

   Will God’s Word be _________________ out of your _________________? (v.7 & 18-19) 

   Will God’s Word be _________________ for ___________ _________________? (v.8 & 20) 

Discussion questions: 

1. What is a common misunderstanding of this text? What are some problems with this interpretation? 

2. What are some reasons we are the non-productive soils? Brainstorm a few of examples of each one. 

3. When you are not the good soil, which soil do you tend to be? Does this help you to know how to be 

the Good Soil more often? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 1-9: 
  Beside the Sea - On the sea of Galilee, between Capernaum and 
Tabgha there is a natural amphitheater called the “Bay of Parables,” 
where the land slopes gently to the bayshore. Modern scientist have 
confirmed that a human voice can easily be heard there by 
thousands of people. 
  Parables - From the Greek word parabolē, lit. to lay along side. In 
other words, to place two things beside each other for comparison
—a parallel. Jesus would create stories or images from everyday life 
that would provide a parallel to the spiritual truth He was teaching. If 
a person understands the common, they can apply that 
understanding to the spiritual truth in view. 
  Listen - Notice how many times in chapter 4 that Jesus 
encouraged the people to listen, hear, or pay attention. Not only 
was He emphasizing the importance of His teaching, but He was 
challenging the passive crowds to take their spiritual lives more 
seriously by drawing close to Him. 
  Sowed - Farmers of Jesus’ day and region used “broadcast 
sowing.” This means they would scatter handfuls of seed across the 
plowed fields Inevitably some seed would fall not only on the soil 
that was intended, but other areas as well. In this parable Jesus 
described four types of soil that they seed fell on. 
  Path - The first soil was the hard worn path. The seed had no 
chance of being planted and was quickly eaten by birds. 
  Rocky Ground - The second soil was a shallow soil full of rock 
which would not allow for roots to grow deep & strong. 
  Thorns - The third soil already had other plants growing in it. Thus 
the crop struggled to find the necessary space, light, and water. 
  Good Soil - The last soil had all the necessary elements for a 
productive crop to grow. 

Verse(s) 10-12: 
  Alone - Later that evening after the crowds had gone home and 
only those who were truly following Him remained. 
  Asked Him About the Parables - His disciples demonstrated their 
passion for His teaching and humble spirits when they came to 
Jesus and asked for further explanation. Those who had left 
demonstrated they had come for healing or the spectacle of the 
event rather than to accept Jesus’ call to discipleship. 
  The Secret of the Kingdom of God - In 2 Cor 4 we learn that the 
Gospel is “veiled” because unbelievers minds are blinded by Satan. 
This means that the truth about God’s Kingdom needs to be 
revealed to them. Or, the secret needs to be uncovered. Jesus was 
doing just that for His disciples because of their humble faith. 
  They…Forgiven - In quoting God’s call to Isaiah to preach (Is 
6:8-13), Jesus was comparing His ministry & message to Isaiah’s. 
God’s purpose in the Assyrian/Babylonian Exile was to pass 
judgment on the Jews who had become Pagan worshipers, and to 
identify the faithful remnant of Israel (Jer 23:1-8). Jesus explained 
that He used parables as a way of identifying the faithful followers 
from the self-serving crowds. 

Verse(s) 13-20: 
  Understand All the Parables - Understanding this parable is the 
key to understanding all parables. To understand any of Jesus’ 
parables, the disciple must humbly come to the Lord. 
  Path…Takes Away the Word - This is a person who does not 
interact with the Word of God at all. The Word is plucked out of 
their consideration. 
  Rocky Ground…Tribulation or Persecution - This is a person who 
lets outside pressure push them away from following the Word. 
  Thorns…Choke the Word - This is a person who lets distractions 
pull them away from following the word. 
  Good Soil…Bear Fruit - This is the person who seeks God’s Word 
in humble faith, endures through persecutions and distractions in 
order to put God’s Word into practice. The result is the personal 
growth of the disciple and  the growth of God’s Kingdom.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 4:21-25 

- Pay Attention - 
November 1st, 2020

Reading Plan [10.26 - 10.31] 

Day 1: What does the image of light communicate about Jesus? 

 John 1:1-18 -  

 John 8:12-20 -  

   

Day 2: If Jesus is the Light of the World, what is our responsibility as His followers? 

 1 John 1 - 

 Philippians 2:14-15 -   

   

Day 3: What is the connection between light and revealed truth? 

 Ephesians 3 -  

Day 4: What is the only way for a person to see God’s light? 

 1 Corinthians 4:1-6 -  

Day 5: What should we do after God has opened our eyes to see truth? 

 Proverbs 2 - 



- Mark 4:21-25 Text Diagram - 
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21    And he said to them, 

      “Is a lamp brought in                   to be      put under a basket, 

                                              or             under a bed, 

                                              and           not on a stand? 

22      For nothing is     hidden    except   to be      made manifest; 

        nor is anything    secret    except   to come    to light. 

23       If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

24    And he said to them, 

        “Pay attention to what you hear: 

          with    the measure    you use, 

         it will   be measured   to you, 

            and still more will be added to you. 

25        For to the   one who has, 

                        more will be given,  

        and from the   one who has not, 

                        even what he has will be taken away.” 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. Between you and your spouse, who is the better driver? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 21-23: Just as the purpose of ______________ is to be ______________,  

                                    the purpose of ______________ is to be ______________.    

Discussion questions: 

1. Last week we learned that the fullness of God’s Word is revealed to those who come to Jesus in 

humble faith. Then Jesus used parables to help us to consider what will we do with His Word. The 

parable of the Sower made us consider how we take in the Word and grow from it. What does the 

parable of the Lamp help us to consider in regards to using God’s Word? 

2. When you read the parable of the Lamp, what other verses from the Bible come to mind? Why? 

Verse(s) 24-25: Those who seek the _________________ _________________,  

                            will be shown the _________________ _________________.  

Discussion questions: 

1. Proverbs 8:17 says, “I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me.” How do 

these promises from God effect our confidence when we study the Bible? 

2. Psalm 25:5 says “Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I 

wait all the day long.” How do the promises that we’ve been studying challenge the effort we put into 

study? Think of “with the measure you use,” and “seek me diligently.” 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 21-23: 
  Them - B/c Mark shifted back to parables without explanation, the 
scene has returned to Jesus teaching the crowds (see 4:33-34). 
  Lamp - In the original language this sentence is awkward. Most 
English translations smooth it out. Translated literally the sentence 
would read, “Does the lamp come in order that I might be placed 
under the bowl or under the bed?” Typically we would expect the 
owner of the lamp to be the subject of the sentence and the lamp to 
be the object of the sentence. Jesus not only made the lamp the 
subject, but He also made it a definite noun (the lamp vs. a lamp). 
We would also expect the lamp to be brought not to come. 
  In the OT a lamp has metaphorically represented God (2 Sam 
22:29), God’s Word (Ps 119:105), and the Davidic Messiah (2 Kgs 
8:19; Ps 132:17). Because Jesus spoke of a specific lamp that has 
“come,” He was likely making a reference to His coming as the 
Messiah. Jesus was saying that He is the light of the world (John 1), 
and His light will not be hidden away. 
  For…Light - Jesus’ teaching was a little hyperbolic here. Some 
secrets are made & some things are hidden with the intention that 
they stay hidden forever. Although, it is important to remember that 
nothing is hidden from God’s sight (Heb 4:12). Jesus’ point was that 
the best secrets are made & the best things are hidden only for the 
purpose of revealing them in the right way & at the right time. In 
God’s perfect timing, Christ came into the world (Gal 4:4). Though 
He was careful about how and when to reveal Himself, His person 
and purpose would not stay hidden forever. Keeping His mission 
secret forever would be equivalent to hiding a lamp under a bed. 
  If…Hear - A phrase which means, “This message is important for 
everyone. So, pay attention to it.” 
Verse(s) 24-25: 
  Pay Attention…Hear - In the parable of the sower, we learned 
that Jesus used parables so that His messages were intentionally 
difficult to understand for those who were not following Him in faith. 
This form of teaching emphasized the hearers need to be a 
committed disciple of Jesus. However, Jesus’ use of parables does 
not mean that He didn’t want all hearers to understand. Notice how 
many times in Mark 4 He encouraged the crowds to “listen” & “pay 
attention.” In the crowd’s searching and seeking of truth, they would 
be required to come to Jesus for understanding. Incredibly, God has 
promised that when we seek Him whole-heartedly, He will show 
himself (Deut 4:29, Prov 8:17, Jer 29:13-14, Is 55:6, John 6:37). 
  Measure - Jesus’ statements about “measure[s]” was more of a 
proverb than a parable. He was applying a common saying to the 
spiritual truth He was teaching on. The saying referred to how you 
treat other people. If you are skimpy with people (give them a small 
measure), expect them to be skimpy with you. The idea is similar to 
“what goes around, comes around.” Jesus was not referring to 
karma or the actions of the universe. Rather, “measured to you,” is 
in the divine passive voice. This means that God is the acting agent 
in the phrase. Jesus was referring to God’s perfect judgement & 
sovereign control over all things. 
  Jesus was encouraging His hearers to lean in closer—to give more 
attention to His teachings. He was promising a blessing from God to 
those who sought the truth through following Him. 
  Added to You, More Given - Jesus promised that the small 
measure of seeking truth through following Him would be rewarded 
through the amazing nature of God’s grace. God’s grace is must 
greater than “what goes around comes around.” By turning to Jesus 
in faith, His disciples find the starting point of knowing God. 
  One Who Has Not…Taken Away - Jesus’ death & resurrection & 
the council of God’s Word fully reveals the light of truth. However, a 
day will come when God will judge all people. Knowing a few 
parables won’t save you in that day (that small measure will be taken 
away). Knowing The Truth is the only way to be saved (John 14:6). 

- Class Notes -
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Mark 4:26-34 

- The Kingdom - 
November 8th, 2020

Reading Plan [11.01 - 11.07] 

Day 1: What kind of people does God like to use when building His Kingdom? 

 Exodus 4:10-11 - 

 Deuteronomy 7:7 - 

 1 Samuel 17:31-37 - 

 Jeremiah 1:4-8 - 

Day 2: What kind of people does God like to use when building His Kingdom (cont.)? 

 Acts 4 -  

  

   

Day 3: What kind of people does God like to use when building His Kingdom (cont.)? 

 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5 -  

Day 4: What kind of a person did Jesus show Himself to be? 

 Philippians 2:1-11 -  

Day 5: What does the imagery of “harvest” represent in the Bible? 

 Revelation 14:14-20 - 



- Mark 4:26-34 Text Diagram - 
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26    And he said,  
      “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 

27      He sleeps and rises 
            night and day, 

         and the seed sprouts and grows; 
              he knows not how. 

28     The earth produces by itself,  
                                     first the blade, 
                                      then the ear, 
                                      then the full grain in the ear. 

29          But when the grain is ripe, 
             at once he puts in the sickle, 
              because the harvest has come.” 

30    And he said,  
      “With   what can we compare the kingdom of God, 
         or   what parable shall we use for it? 

31    It is like a grain of mustard seed,  

        which,    when sown on the ground, 
                   is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 

32      yet       when it is sown it grows up 
                   and becomes larger than all the garden plants 
                    and puts out large branches, 
                     so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33    With many such parables he spoke the word to them, 
       as they were able to hear it. 
34      He did not speak to them without a parable, 
         but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. Do you floss every day? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 26-29: The growth of God’s Kingdom is not dependent on our ________________ or ________________. 

Discussion questions: 

1. This text should provide for us an encouragement and a challenge. First, does this text speak to our 

insecurities when we are trying to build God’s Kingdom? 

2. Secondly, does this text eliminate any excuses we use to keep from sharing the Gospel? 

3. What verses can you think of that provide encouragement when we are trying to share the Gospel? 

Verse(s) 30-34: The growth of God’s Kingdom is accomplished through ________________ and ________________.  

Discussion questions: 

1. We live in a consumer driven culture. People often evaluate a church based on what things they have 

and what programs they offer. Based on this text, what does a church NEED to be a Kingdom building 

church? 

2.  When you face rejection or opposition to the Gospel it is easy to blame yourself. “What did I say 

wrong? What could I do differently?” How does this text correct those discouraging thoughts? 

3. In the same way that we evaluate churches, we can evaluate ourselves from a worldly perspective. 

What do you NEED to be a Kingdom building person? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 26-29: 
  The Kingdom of God - is God’s power over God’s people in God’s 

place. God’s Kingdom grows when more people submit to His 

power or when His people submit more fully. Jesus’ ministry 

inaugurated the coming of God Kingdom (Mark 1:15). With each 

sermon He preached, each demon He cast out, and each new 

disciple He called, the boarders of God’s Kingdom expanded. 

  Is As If/Can We Compare - These phrase indicate a comparison, 

which is the heart of parables. Jesus provided parallels from 

everyday life to teach about God’s Kingdom. 

  A Man Should Scatter Seed - The images provided in parable 

were flexible. Previously, the Sower sowed the Word of God. This 

was a picture of Jesus’ ministry and our responsibly to receive His 

message. Now, the sower pictured is a laborer for God’s Kingdom 

who has inherent weakness & inabilities. In this parable, Jesus’ 

followers are the sowers. 

  He Sleeps and Rises - The farmer has no ability to cause a seed to 

grow. In fact, it happens even while he is sleeping! 

  Seed Sprouts and Grows…The Earth Produces - The power of 

growth come from the seed and the earth. The farmer waits with 

patient faith for the growth  

  He Knows Not How - The farmer has not wisdom that can cause a 

seed to grow. The process, especial for a 1st cent. Galilean farmer, 

would have been mysterious. Even today, understanding more 

scientifically how a seed sprouts and grows cannot actually cause 

growth. The power is in the seed. The wisdom comes from the One 

who designed the seed. 

  The Harvest Has Come - Despite the farmers lack of wisdom or 

power, the harvest is sure & inevitable. The Harvest represent God’s 

judgment when the wheat will be gathered into the barn and the 

chaff will be burned (Matt 3:12, Joel 3:13, Rev 14:15). Though we 

often think of judgment in negative terms, this parable promises a 

harvest of salvation into God’s Kingdom. 

Verse(s) 30-34: 
  Mustard Seed…The Smallest…Becomes Larger - Jesus 

compared the growth of God’s Kingdom to the growth of the 

mustard plant. The mustard seed was the smallest seed that Jesus’ 

audience would have planted in their gardens Yet, despite its 

humble beginnings, it grew to be the largest of the garden plants. 

The coming of God’s Kingdom began with the ministry of a Galilean 

carpenter who was executed in the most horrific & humiliating way. 

Yet, despite its humble beginnings, God’s Kingdom certainly would 

grow. 

  Birds of the Air - Just how large would God’s Kingdom grow? Like 

the mustard plant, it grows large enough to provide strength & 

protection for those who shelter within its branches. 

  With…Everything - A concluding summary that ended the larger 

section which began with the parable of the sower. For the tenth 

time in 34 verses Mark emphasized the necessity of listening by 

being a disciple of Jesus.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 4:35-41 

- Peace! Be Still! - 
November 22nd, 2020

Reading Plan [11.15 - 11.21] 

Day 1: What kind of power does God have? 

 Job 38 - 

Day 2: What kind of power does God have (Cont.)? 

 Job 39 - 

  

   

Day 3: What kind of power does God have (Cont.)? 

 Jonah 1 - 

Day 4: How does God use His power for those who cry out to Him? 

 Psalm 107 -  

Day 5: How should God’s power and character affect the fear in our lives? 

 Psalm 46 - 



- Mark 4:35-41 Text Diagram - 
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35    On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, 

      “Let us go across to the other side.”  

36      And leaving the crowd, 

         they took him with them in the boat, 

          just as he was. 

           And other boats were with him. 

37      And a great windstorm arose, 

         and the waves were breaking into the boat, 

          so that the boat was already filling. 

38         But he was in the stern, 

            asleep on the cushion. 

             And they woke him and said to him, 

             “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

39              And he awoke 

                 and rebuked the wind 

                  and said to the sea, 

                  “Peace! Be still!” 

                    And the wind ceased, 

                     and there was a great calm. 

40      He said to them, 

        “Why are you so afraid? 

          Have you still no faith?” 

41         And they were filled with great fear 

            and said to one another, 

            “Who then is this, 

              that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. What is you favorite thanksgiving tradition or food? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 35-39: When Jesus revealed His ____________, He also revealed His ____________.  

Verse(s) 40-41: Fear comes from a lack of faith in the ____________, ____________, or ____________ of God.   

Discussion questions: 

1. This text provides an important lesson on biblical interpretation. Often times we want to take literal 

details from a text and “spiritualize” or “allegorize” them. For this text, that would be to take the literal 

storm and try to apply it to the metaphorical storms of our lives. What is the problem with that 

interpretation? 

2. Let’s look at some potential summary statements of this text and discern which is an eternal truth and 

which is a “spiritualization” or “allegorization” of the text. 

 a. Jesus calmed the storm to rescue His disciples. So, don’t be afraid, Jesus will calm our “storms.” 

      b. If the disciples believed in the power, person, and purposes of God, they would have faced the 

storm with confidence. I can face any storm with confidence because I know what Jesus accomplished 

for me on the cross. 

3. How would you finish this sentence based on this passage?  

     The promise of this text is not that my life can’t end in a “storm,” but that ________________________ 

4. Lottie Moon, a 19th cent. missionary to China said, “I have a firm conviction that I am immortal until 

my work is done.” Does this quote speak to her confidence in God’s purposes? 

5. If fear is a result of weak faith, then what can we to strengthen our faith when facing fear? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 

Verse(s) 35-39: 

  Day - The day that began in Mark 4:1. 

  Evening…Let Us Go Across - Night would typically be the safest 

time to travel across the sea of Galilee. This is when the water was 

the most calm & fisherman commonly took advantage of the 

conditions (Lk 5:5 & Jn 21:3). 

  Other Boats - The number of disciples that followed Jesus was 

large enough that they could not all fit into one boat. 

  Windstorm Arose - Though nighttime was typically the calmest, 

when sudden storms arose at night they were also the most fierce. 

  Filling…Do You Not Care? - The boat was beginning to be 

swamped. The disciples were frustrated with Jesus lack of attention 

to the seemingly dire situation. 

  Peace! Be Still! - Other prophets called upon God to perform 

miracles over nature (Ex 15:25, 1 Kgs 18:37, 2 Kgs 2:24). Jesus 

commanded the storm Himself, and it obeyed! 

Verse(s) 40-41: 

  Afraid? No Faith? - If the disciples genuinely believed that God 

was bringing the Kingdom through the ministry of Jesus (Mark 1:15), 

then they should have trusted that God’s purposes would not be 

stopped by a storm on the Sea of Galilee. 

  Great Fear - Rather than fearing the storm, they revealed the 

incredible power that Jesus just demonstrated. They might have 

been nervous considering they had just spoken harshly to Him 

(v.38). 

  Who Then Is This? - Though the disciples were more committed 

than the crowds (Mk 4:33-34), they still did not fully understand who 

Jesus was or what His mission was on earth. Had they understood 

then they would have had faith even in the storm. Jesus’ was 

disappointed with the disciples because their fear showed their lack 

of faith in God’s power, person, and purposes.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 5:1-20 

- Legion - 
November 29th, 2020

Reading Plan [11.23 - 11.28] 

Day 1: In the Old Testament God used various aspects of life to separate His people from pagan practices and teach 

them about purity/cleanliness. Here are some important examples for our text this week. 

 Numbers 19:11-14 - 

 Leviticus 11:43-44 - 

 Deuteronomy 14:8 - 

Day 2: How does Jesus eternally purify our uncleanliness before God? 

 Hebrews 4:14-5:10 - 

 Hebrews 7:20-28 - 

  

   

Day 3: Though Satan has some power on earth, does the Bible makes it clear whose power is greater? 

 Job 1:6-12 - 

 Isaiah 26:20-27:13 - 

Day 4: In ancient times, professional exorcists would use superstitious rituals and incantations to try and cast out 

demons. What does the failure of these exorcists tell us about Jesus’ power? 

 Acts 19:1-20 -  

Day 5: What does the phrase “Most High God” teach us about God in relation to Satan’s actions in the world? 

 Genesis 14:18 - 

 Numbers 24:16 - 

 Daniel 3:26 - 



- Mark 5:1-20 Text Diagram - 
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1     They came to the other side of the sea, 
       to the country of the Gerasenes.  
2       And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, 
         immediately there met him out of the tombs 
          a man with an unclean spirit. 

3       He lived among the tombs. 
         And no one could bind him anymore, 
          not even with a chain, 
4          for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, 
            but he wrenched the chains apart, 
             and he broke the shackles in pieces. 
              No one had the strength to subdue him. 

5       Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains 
         he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 

6         And when he saw Jesus from afar,  
           he ran and fell down before him. 
7           And crying out with a loud voice, he said, 
            “What have you to do with me, Jesus, 
              Son of the Most High God? 
               I adjure you by God, 
                do not torment me.” 
8                                      For he was saying to him, 
                                       “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 
9           And Jesus asked him, 
            “What is your name?” 

              He replied, 
              “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 

10          And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 
11           Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 
12            and they begged him, saying, 
              “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 

13          So he gave them permission. 
             And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; 
              and the herd, numbering about two thousand,  
               rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea. 

14            The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. 
               And people came to see what it was that had happened. 
15              And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, 
                 the one who had had the legion, sitting there, 
                  clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 

16            And those who had seen it described to them 
               what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs.  
17              And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region.  

18              As he was getting into the boat, 
                 the man who had been possessed with demons 
                  begged him that he might be with him. 
19                 And he did not permit him but said to him, 
                   “Go home to your friends and tell them 
                     how much the Lord has done for you, 
                      and how he has had mercy on you.” 

20                And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis 
                   how much Jesus had done for him, 
                    and everyone marveled. 



- Discussion Questions - 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. Are you a Black Friday shopper? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 1-5: Satan uses his power to __________ and __________ the image of God in us.    

Discussion questions: 

1. Demonic possession provides an extreme example of this truth statement. What are more subtle ways 

that Satan uses his power to damage and destroy the image of God in us? 

2. 1 Peter 5:8-10 says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith.” How does knowing the enemy’s 

plan of attack help us to prepare? 

3. It sounds strange to say, but how does Satan’s attack against us show God’s affection for us? 

Verse(s) 6-13: Satan’s power is __________ compared to the __________  __________.  

Discussion questions: 

1. Even a legion of demons fell at the feet of Jesus. When we are resisting Satan, what are our weapons? 

Verse(s) 14-20: Christ uses his power to __________ and __________ the image of God in us.  

Discussion questions: 

1. Why do you think the people were more afraid of being subject to Jesus’ power than living in 

community with Satan’s power? 

2. In what way does this passage speak to the value of a human soul? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 
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- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 1-5: 
  They - Jesus and his disciples finished their trip across the sea of 
Galilee and came to it’s eastern shore. 
  Gerasenes - Likely, modern day Kersa. There are both steep slopes 
that lead to the shore & cavern tombs within two miles of Kersa. 
  Unclean Spirit - Though Mark told us that Jesus commonly cast 
demons out of people (Mark 1:39), this is the third account where he 
has given us greater detail (1:25 & 3:11). 
  Tombs - According to Num 19:11-14, this man’s consistent 
proximity to tombs would have rendered him ritually unclean. Once 
again we see that Jesus’ purity can cleanse any impurity. 
  Bind Him…chains…shackles - In Mark 3:27 Jesus claimed that His 
ministry would “bind the strong man” by defeating Satan. In this 
passage there is a man made literally strong by demonic forces 
whom no one could bind.  
  Crying Out & Cutting Himself - Satan hates us because we bear 
the image of God. He desires to damage or destroy that image in  
any way that he can. Demonic possession puts his wicked desire on 
display with an extreme example. But anytime he is attacking, 
influencing, or effecting us, his desire is the same. 

Verse(s) 6-13: 
  Fell Down Before Him - Though no human could bind the 
demoniac, the demon recognized the immortal, eternal, 
unstoppable power of God in Jesus. Jesus is so powerful, he bound 
the strong man without bindings! 
  Adjure You By God, Do Not Torment Me…Out of the Country - 
Adjure is to beg or implore. The demons demonstrated Satan’s lack 
of power by begging in God’s name. Out of the country might mean 
out the world into punishment. (See Lk 8:31 & Rev 20:10) 
  Legion, For We Are Many - The legion was the largest troop-unit 
in the Roman army. A legion contained 5,600 soldiers. Whether this 
meant that exactly 5,600 demons were in this man or not is unclear 
as the term “legion” could just represent a large number. What is 
clear is that the name and description, “Legion, for we are many” 
was intended to inspire fear and respect. However, the name feel 
flat as the army of demons cowered on the ground & begged. 
  Send us to the pigs - Jesus’ desire to free the man from demonic 
passion had already been made clear. The demon’s came up with 
the alternative of entering the pigs. Likely Jesus allowed the 
demons this concession because he knew it was not yet time for 
Satan and his demons to be defeated. 
  Permission - There are ancient manuscripts that describe lengthy 
and complicated pagan exorcism rituals where the magicians spar 
with the demons. Not so with Jesus. The word “permission” shows 
he had total authority to command simply by His power. 
  Pigs…Drowned in the Sea - The demons demonstrated their 
desire to destroy and cause death by drowning the large herd. The 
loss of the herd would have caused great financial loss for the 
community. 

Verse(s) 6-13: 
  People Came…Were Afraid…Beg Jesus to Depart - The 
magnitude of Jesus’ power was on display in the rescued man 
before them. They were terrified. The power of God is only a source 
of comfort to those who are willing to submit to Him. 
  Demon-Possessed Man…In His Right Mind - Though Satan 
wanted to destroy the image of God, Jesus restored it by His power. 
  Did Not Permit Him…Everyone Marveled - Though he was asked 
to leave, Jesus did not want to leave the region without an 
evangelistic witness to His power and ministry. 
  Decapolis - Deca meaning ten. Polis meaning city. The Decapolis 
described the general region on the eastern shore of Galilee which 
contained ten prominent cities.

- Class Notes -
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Mark 5:21-43 

- Talitha Cumi - 
December 6th, 2020

Reading Plan [11.30 - 12.05] 

Day 1: In the Old Testament God used various aspects of life to separate His people from pagan practices and teach 

them about purity/cleanliness. This passage will be important for understanding our study on Sunday. 

 Leviticus 15 - 

Day 2: Why do various people in the Bible use the image of “sleep” to describe death? 

 1 Corinthians 15 - 

  

   

Day 3: Why do various people in the Bible use the image of “sleep” to describe death? (Cont.)? 

 1 Thessalonians 4 - 

Day 4: Why do various people in the Bible use the image of “sleep” to describe death? (Cont.)? 

 John 11 -  

Day 5: Now that Jesus has rescued us from death, what is our responsibility to Him?? 

 Romans 6 - 



- Mark 5:21-43 Text Diagram - 
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21    And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, 
       a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 
22      Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, 
         and seeing him, he fell at his feet  
23        and implored him earnestly, saying, 
          “My little daughter is at the point of death. 
            Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 
24a          And he went with him. 

24b   And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 
25     And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 
26      and who had suffered much under many physicians, 
         and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. 

27      She had heard the reports about Jesus 
         and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 
28        For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.” 
29         And immediately the flow of blood dried up, 
            and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 

30        And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, 
           immediately turned about in the crowd and said, 
           “Who touched my garments?”  

31           And his disciples said to him, 
             “You see the crowd pressing around you, 
               and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 

32            And he looked around to see who had done it. 
33             But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, 
                came in fear and trembling 
                 and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 

34            And he said to her,  
              “Daughter, your faith has made you well; 
                go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

35    While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said,  
      “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 
36      But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, 
        “Do not fear, only believe.” 
37        And he allowed no one to follow him 
           except Peter and James and John the brother of James. 

38      They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, 
         and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 
39        And when he had entered, he said to them, 
          “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? 
            The child is not dead but sleeping.” 
40           And they laughed at him. 

          But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother 
           and those who were with him and went in where the child was. 
41          Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” 
             which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 

42          And immediately the girl got up and began walking 
             (for she was twelve years of age), 
               and they were immediately overcome with amazement. 

43              And he strictly charged them that no one should know this, 
                 and told them to give her something to eat. 
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Getting to Know Each Other: 

1. Are you a Black Friday shopper? 

Questions for Clarity: 

1. Is there any part of the text that needs further explanation? 

2. Do you understand the truth statements that summarize the text? 

3. Do the truth statements represent the text well? 

Verse(s) 24b-34: Jesus calls us to _____________ in the face of _____________.    

Discussion questions: 

1. Sometimes we are only open to the idea of faith when we are in the most desperate of situations. Do 

you know anyone, or have a personal story of coming to Jesus out of total desperation? 

2. Often times the most important ministry starts with an interruption. Do you think you are open to 

being interrupted like Jesus was? 

Verse(s) 21-24a & 35-43: Jesus calls us to _____________ in the face of _____________.  

Discussion questions: 

1. We don’t know when, but one day the woman in this story died. One day the “Talitha” died. What was 

Jesus’ larger purpose in raising the girl back to life? What did Mark want us to understand when he 

included this account? 

2. Think about Mark 4:35-5:43 as a whole. Jesus calmed the storm. Jesus cast out the legion of demons. 

Jesus cured the diseased woman. Jesus raised the dead girl. What is the larger lesson Mark was 

communicating through these accounts? 

- Personal Challenge - 
How can we put these truths into action? 



70

- Commentary - 
Verse(s) 21-24a: 
  Other Side - Jesus and His disciples returned to the Jewish side of 
the sea of Galilee. 
  Ruler of the Synagogue - This was a lay leader who held and 
administrative position at the synagogue. He scheduled scripture 
readers and preachers. He saw to the acquirement of scrolls. He 
oversaw the upkeep of the facilities. 
  Point of Death - This is a trans. of a colloquialism that means “at 
death’s door.” The family knew the girl only had moments left.  
Verse(s) 24b-34: 
  Discharge of Blood - Some kind of gynecological condition that 
had effected this woman for twelve years. According to Lev. 
15:19-30, the woman had been ritually unclean for the entire time of 
her sickness. This would have restricted her from worship at the 
temple and from interaction with her community. 
  Suffered…Spent…Worse - The woman’s situation is dire. She has 
tried everything she can think of and her condition is worsening. It is 
possible that the condition has become life threatening. Mark 
composed the passage by piling on the phrases in the same way 
that the women felt piled on by life. 
  Heard…Came…Touched - Though the details of her life are 
different, the woman’s response to Jesus is the same as all His 
disciples. She heard about His power, came to Him in humility, and 
reached out in faith for salvation. 
  Crowd - The woman risked shame and rejection by coming to such 
a public place. According to Lev 15, anyone she touched would 
have become ceremonially unclean as well. She may have hidden 
her identity in order to push through the crowd to Jesus. This is a 
vivd picture of her desperation and her faith in Jesus’s power. 
  Who Touched My Garments? - Though we have already 
witnessed an example of Jesus’ supernatural knowledge (Mk 2:6-8), 
it is important to remember that Jesus, as God in the flesh, relied on 
the Holy Spirit to empower Him (Acts 10:38). This is how it is 
possible that the God-Man could grow in knowledge (Lk 2:52). So, 
though Jesus may have feigned ignorance in this passage to draw 
out the woman, it’s possible the He actually didn’t know who had 
touched Him and received the healing. Why did God want to draw 
the woman out of anonymity? Because, an encounter with God is 
not the same thing as a relationship with God.  
  Fear and Trembling - The woman likely was afraid that she was 
going to be rebuked for making Jesus ritually unclean. After having 
experienced Jesus’ power she was understandable nervous. 
  Daughter - Jesus did not rebuke her, but commended her faith. 
Despite facing a seemingly hopeless situation for twelve years, still 
she held on to her faith that God could heal her. 
Verse(s) 21-24a: 
  Daughter is Dead - Due to the delay of the healing, the ruler’s 
daughter passed away. 
  Do Not Fear, Only Believe - Ironically, the woman who had been 
“unclean” for so long became the example for the religious leader 
due to her faith. Jesus called Jairus to keep his faith despite the 
circumstances. The verb could be trans. “keep on believing.”  
  Commotion - Professional mourners were employed in 1st Cent. 
Judaism. They would wail, clap, and play instruments. 
  Sleeping - B/c of Jesus’ resurrection power for those who have 
faith in Him, death is not their end. 
  Laughed at Him - The professional mourners were well qualified to 
identify the signs of death. 
   Taking Her by the Hand - For the second time that day Jesus 
touched a person who should have made Him unclean (Num 19:11). 
But Jesus’ purity can cleanse all impurities. 
  Talitha Cumi - Mark provided the Greek trans. of Jesus’s original 
Aramaic. This shows Mark was writing to a non-Jewish audience. 
  Something to Eat - Her appetite was a sign of full recovery.

- Class Notes -


