
LESSON 5: JESUS & WOMEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  
September 15, 2019 

INTRO: 
The latter prophets look ahead to the Messiah, to an age that even they do not 
understand - when God will write His laws on human hearts, make a new 
covenant, and in general enable greater obedience to His word. 

This is seen in the prophecy of Joel:  
Joel 2:28-29 
The Promise of the Spirit 

“It will come about after this 
That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; 
And your _________ and _____________ will prophesy, 
Your old men will dream dreams, 
Your young men will see visions. 
Even on the male and female servants 
I will pour out _____  ___________ in those days. 

The prophet Joel insists that all human-created barriers leading to what we would 
call “discrimination” will be done away with in the gifts of the Spirit in the age of the 
new covenant. 

This is precisely the text that Peter quotes at Pentecost in his First Sermon (Acts 
2:17-21) to announce that the new day has arrived.  Thus - we should expect at 
least some key issues relating to gender roles to differ when we come to the NT. 

But first, we understand the setting, the culture that Jesus would step into… 

ANCIENT GREEK CULTURE: 

Athens - The capital of ancient Greece, (ironically) named after the “Goddess of 
Wisdom.”  Greek philosophy would be the source of ________________   
_____________ - specifically in regard to misogyny and the established thought of 
women as inferior to men. 
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Socrates (c. 470-399 BC) - [[He made no writings - known only through the 
accounts of Plato and Xenophon.]]  Referred to women as “the weaker sex,” 
coining the phrase.  He argued that being born a woman is a divine punishment, 
since a woman is “halfway between a man and an animal.” (“Timaeus”; translated by H.D.P. Lee; 
Penguin Books, 1965) 
However… 

• Socrates also advocated education and training for women as well as men 
• Advocated active roles in military service.  “The female dog is as useful to the 

shepherd as the male dog.” 
• Felt that both men and women shared equal responsibility of citizenship 

And yet, still regarded women as inferior to men.  Some of his quotes: 
“Do you not know anything at all practiced among mankind,” he asked, “in which 
in all these respects the male sex is not far better than the female?” 

At that time, Greek wives led a completely secluded life.  They took no part in 
public affairs, never appearing at meals or at social occasions.  Recreation was 
severely limited, as were social contacts.  Athenian men enjoyed outdoor sports 
and frequented the agora (the marketplace), which served as the center of city life 
and communication.  Women were excluded from both.  According to a pupil of 
Socrates, Xenophon: 
“The ideal woman might see as little as possible, hear as little as possible, and 
ask as little as possible.”   
(Xenophon; “Within the Home,” The Greek Reader; translated by A.L. Wholl; 1943) 

Plato (c. 428-347 BC) - Considered “a founder of Western religion and thought.”  
Disciple of Plato, raised his star pupil, Aristotle.  Neoplatonism influenced 
____________________ theology, especially in the 3rd Century. 

“The temperance of a man and of a woman or the courage and justice of a man 

and of a woman, are not, as Socrates maintained, the same.  The courage of a 

man is shown in _________________________, of a woman in ____________________.” 

(Aristotle, “Politics”; translated Oxford University;  “The Basic Works of Aristotle,” ed by Richard McKean; Random House, 1941) 

Aristotle (c. 384-322 BC) - Pupil of Plato. Tutored Alexander the Great; wrote/
taught extensively on physical sciences and natural history.   
Aristotle claimed,  
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“The male is by nature fitter to command than the female.  This is true of all 
creatures and the inequality is permanent.”   
(Aristotle, “Politics”; translated Oxford University;  “The Basic Works of Aristotle,” ed by Richard McKean; Random House, 1941) 

Aristotle taught that the difference between husband and wife is like that of a man’s 
soul and his body.  The man is to his wife, as a soul is to the physical body - meant 
to command and guide arms and legs with wisdom and intelligence.  Just as one’s 
body, with its impulses and desires, should not rule his _______________, so a wife 
should not rule her _____________________.  As a warning he taught, “the equality 
of the two, or the rule of the inferior is always hurtful.”  

Menander (c. 343-291 BC) - Most popular antiquity writer of Greek Comedy, 
having written 108 comedies.  
“Women are nature’s greatest misfit - where woman is, there is all evil… To 
instruct a woman is simply to increase the poison of a dangerous serpent.” 

Democritus (c. 460370 BC) — Philosopher and originator of atomic theory of the 
universe. He states,  
“To be ruled by a woman is the worst insult for a man. 

Zeno of Citium - Philosopher after Aristotle, great influence in Roman and Greek 
society.  He taught on a porch (Greek, stoa), so his followers were called Stoics.   
The word "stoic" commonly refers to someone ______________________ to pain, 
pleasure, grief, or joy.  Believed that happiness is found in accepting the moment, 
outside of the control and desire for pleasure, or fear of pain.   
The apostle Paul met with Stoics during his stay in Athens, reported in Acts 17:16–
18. In his letters, Paul reflected heavily from his knowledge of Stoic philosophy, 
using Stoic terms and metaphors to assist his new Gentile converts in their 
understanding of Christianity.  Examples include the terms "logos", "virtue", "Spirit", 
and "conscience". 
Zeno objected to the way man used women for their pleasure - not out of 
sensitivity to their civic injustices, but because of how the pursuit of women was 
such a _________________   ______________________. 
He taught sexual intercourse is justified only when its purpose is pro-creation. 
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ANCIENT ROMAN CULTURE 
Compared to Greece… 
• A woman living in Rome was “her husband’s comrade and cooperator - 

accompanying her husband on outings and to social affairs.”  (Marcus Barth, “The Woman in 
the Ancient World of Imprisonmnet”; Doubleday, 1960) 

• Roman women evidently could: 
• Organize social meetings 
• pursue academic studies 
• participate in pagan religious rituals without husbands or men 
• hold political office(!) 
• own _____________________ 
• make a will 
• give ____________________ 
• terminate a marriage 
• even _________ for ____________ _________________ 

And yet: 
• Females were still valued much less than males. 
• Common maxim, “Even a rich man will expose his _________________ daughter.”  

Practice where a father leaves a newborn outside, exposed to the elements to 
die - a common means of Roman “birth control”  (Herbert J. Muller, “Freedom in the Ancient World”; 
Harper & Row, 1961) 

• Unmarried Roman women, with no inherited wealth or land, would turn to 
prostitution to survive.  Latin term, meretrix, means “she who _______________,” 
implying the only way for a woman in this situation to receive an income. (Deborah F. 
Sawyer, “Women and Religion in the First Christians Centuries”) 

• Roman male students were often taught by Greek tutors, or at least schooled in 
Greek philosophy - especially Stoic philosophy.  Infused with ideas of women 
being merely temptresses, intent on their own destruction. 

Roman Stoic teacher, Epictetus would say,  
“Do not admire your wife’s beauty, and do not be angry with the adulterer.  
Women think of nothing and aim at nothing but lying with men.  They lure with 
soft voices and the young philosopher is no match for a pretty girl.” 
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Patria Potestas (“Power of a Father”) 
Gave Roman husbands almost unlimited authority as heads of their households, 
including the right to inflict corporal punishment on both wives and children (and in 
the case of slaves even to execute them for disobedience). 
(Sarah B. Pomeroy, “Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves: Women in Classical Antiquity”) 

JEWISH INTERTESTAMENT CULTURE 
Over time, in their efforts to preserve their religious beliefs, Jews built “walls” of 
protection around the Torah - the Tosefta, the Mishnah, the Jerusalem Talmud, and 
the Babylonian Talmud were teachings of rabbis, added to the Word of God.  
Together, they became traditions that Jesus would refer to as “_______________ 
hard to ____________.” (Matt. 23) 

Rabibinic writings include: 
• “Ten portions of empty-headedness have come upon the world, nine having 

been received by women and one by the rest of the world.”  (b. Quiddushin 49b) 
• “A woman has more pleasure in one kab [measurement] of lechery than in 

nine kabs of modesty.”  (m. Sotah 3.4) 
• “Women are greedy, inquisitive, lazy, vain.”  (Gen. Rab. 45b) 
• “Woe to him whose children are females.”  (b. Qidd. 82b) 

A common benediction said by the Jewish male at the beginning of morning prayers:  

“Blessed be He who did not make me a Gentile;  
blessed be He who did not make me a boor [i.e., an ignorant peasant or slave];  
blessed be He who did not make me a ____________________.”  

This well-known Jewish prayer occurs in several rabbinic sources (tBer. 7.18; yBer. 9.2; bMen. 43b) 
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Historian Josephus (c. 37-100 AD) - Perhaps the most prominent Jewish 
historian in regard to 1st-century Jewish records. He states, 
“The woman, says ______  ___________, is in all things inferior to the man.  Let her 
accordingly be submissive, not for her humiliation but that she may be directed; 
for the authority has been given by God to the manspirit.”   
(Josephus, “Jewish Antiquities, Volume 1”; Thackeray, LCL) 

Philo of Alexandria (c. 20 BC - 50 AD) - Jewish Philosopher who attempted to 
harmonize Greek philosophy with the Torah.  
“The woman, being imperfect and depraved by nature, made the beginning of 
sinning and prevaricating; but the man as being the more excellent and perfect 
creature, was the first to set the example of blushing and of being ashamed, and 
indeed of every good feeling and action.” 
(Philo, trans. Dorthy Sly, “Philo’s Perception of Women”; Scholars, 1990) 

Ben Sira of Jerusalem (c. 2nd Century) - Jewish scribe who wrote “Wisdom of 
Sirach” as a compilation of his ethical teachings.   
“A man’s ____________ is preferable to a woman’s __________________; women give 
rise to shame and reproach… No wickedness comes anywhere near the 
wickedness of a woman, may a sinner’s lot be hers!” 

Synagogue Worship: 

Josephus describes “the two sections of a synagogue mentioned in the law:”  
1. the first, where the liturgical service took place, was open to women too;  
2. the other part, given over to the scribes’ teaching, was open only to 

________ and ___________ as its name suggests.”  
 “All are qualified to be among the seven (who read the Torah in the synagogue on 
Sabbath mornings), even a minor and a woman. But a woman should not be 
allowed to come forward to read (the Torah) in public.”  
• During the liturgical service women were simply to _________________. They 

were not considered part of the assembly or regular or full participants. Thus, 
they were not included in the quorum required to establish a new synagogue or 
to worship.  

• In gatherings for worship, the ancient synagogue forbade women to ___________ 
in practice as well as principle (Str-B 3:467). (Payne, Philip Barton. Man and Woman, One in Christ: An 
Exegetical and Theological Study of Paul's Letters (p. 40). Zondervan.) 
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“All Jewish sources describe the same ideal picture of society: women provide 
what is asked of them, be it producing heirs, doing housework, remaining faithful to 
their husbands, avoiding contact with other men unrelated to them, or using their 
beauty to make their husbands’ lives more pleasant.  Women who deviate from this 
perfect behavior are described by all sources as __________________.” 

(Tal Ilan, Jewish Women in Greco-Roman Palestine; 1996; p226) 

JESUS, EMMANUEL 

The Apostle Paul wrote to Corinth, in 1 Corinthians 11:1 (or the end of chapter 10, 
depending on your translation), imploring the people, “Follow my example, as I 
follow the example of Christ.” 

In regard to gender roles, what WAS the example of Christ? 

Genealogies 

Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus (Matt 1:1-17) contains references to five women - 
this is unusual for ________________ genealogies.  We see the inclusion of: 

• Tamar (Genesis 38) 
• Rahab  (Joshua 2; Matt. 1:5) 
• Ruth  (Ruth 4:13-22) 
• Bathsheba (literally, “her of Uriah” the Hittite)   

It seems that Matthew wants to stress to his Jewish audience that Jesus came as 
Messiah for all peoples, including Gentiles (as they are above), and women. 
Romans 15:7-8, 12 

Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 
For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth 
of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, and for the Gentiles to glorify 
God for His mercy… 
Isaiah says, 
“There shall come the root of Jesse, 
And He who arises to rule over the Gentiles, 
In _____________ shall the ______________ hope.” 
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Miracles 

Luke’s Gospel highlights Jesus’ concern to minister to the outcast of Jewish 
society, including women.  In various gospels, a number of Jesus’ key miracles are 
performed specifically for individual women: 
• curing Simon Peter’s mother-in-law of a ____________  (Mark 1:29-31) 
• stopping the __________ of _________ from the hemorrhaging woman  (Mark 

5:25-34) 
• raising Jairus’s daughter from death  (Mark 21-24; 35-43) 
• initially shuns the Syrophoenician woman (as might be expected in that culture), 

but then still eventually grants her request, healing her daughter and praising her 
great faith (Mark 7:24-30)  

Matt. 15:21-28 

Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. And 
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.”  But 
He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, 
“Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us.”  
But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.”  But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help 
me!”  
And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it 
to the ___________.”  But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the 
crumbs which fall from their __________  _____________.”  

Then Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as 
you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once. 

Jesus’ Encounters with Women 

Several occasions occur where Jesus has encounters with women, where He 
would have been right to react differently, in an ethnocentric fashion - but chooses 
not to: 

1. The encounter with the “sinful woman” at the home of Simon the 
Pharisee (Luke 7:36-50) 
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• Jesus allows the woman, in her devotion, to “anoint” His feet with perfume 
and wipe them with her hair - signals that would have suggested to many 
in that culture that she was a prostitute making sexual advances.   

• However, Jesus, of course knowing her heart, used the opportunity to 
commend her love, and criticize his host for not having offered even 
conventional tokens of hospitality. 

2. Jesus travels with women.  Luke also describes the traveling group of 
disciples - the twelve, along with several specifically named women (Luke 
8:1-3).   

• Such an arrangement would have been seen (and probably was seen) as 
_____________________… but Jesus apparently saw nothing wrong with it. 

3. The encounter with Mary and Martha, as Jesus teaches in their home 
(Luke 10:38-42).   

Luke 10:38-42 

Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named 
Martha welcomed Him into her home. She had a sister called Mary, who was 
seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word.  

But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and 
said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? 
Then tell her to help me.” But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and bothered about so many things; but only one thing is 
necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from 
her.” 

• Jesus is definitely sidestepping the conventional domestic roles of that 
culture.   

• With apparent disregard to the _______________  _________________, 
which forbade women to take a posture of learning the Torah from a rabbi - 
Jesus accepts Mary sitting at His feet.   

• Jesus surprises Martha (and probably everyone in the room) in not 
supporting Martha’s reasonable request for help, and instead gently 
admonishing Martha of her worry while upholding Mary’s choice of the “one 
thing” needed.   

• PERSONAL NOTE:  I have read much, regarding this event as a 
demonstration of Jesus allowing women to take “authoritative leadership 
positions.” If this was His intent, the Scriptures would have undoubtedly 
stated it - either explicitly or implicitly.  
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(I) On the one hand, Jesus does not bend to the status quo, nor does 
He indicate that Mary has done something wrong.  His answer to 
Martha communicates value to the female gender, probably surprising 
those who witnessed this.   

(II) On the other hand, Jesus does not seem to have an agenda to 
promote an egalitarian posture, as many authors have assumed.  To 
do so, in my opinion, is to move beyond Scripture. 

4. The encounter with the Samaritan Woman at the well (John 4:1-42). 

• John’s account illustrates the concern Jesus has for the marginalized, the 
outcast.  He is in conversation with a person who is: 

• A woman 
• A Samaritan 
• Someone with a dismal sexual history 

• Notice how the disciples respond, upon their return (v27) 

Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a 
woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with 
____________?” or “Why are you talking to her?” 

Jesus’ disciples are simply exercising the natural response of someone in that time 
and place.  Just as with the Canaanite woman (above, Matt. 15:23), the disciples 
are quick to dismiss the importance of such a relationship. 

Parables 

Two pairs of parables - the mustard seed and the yeast (13:18–21) and the lost 
sheep and lost coin (15:3–10) each present parallel analogies, with one man and 
one woman as the leading character.  
Luke 13:18-21 

So He was saying, “What is the kingdom of God like, and to what shall I compare 
it?  It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and threw into his own garden; and 
it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.” 

v20  And again He said, “To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? 21It is like 
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all 
leavened.” 
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At the very least, Jesus wants to relate and appeal to both genders equally within 
His audience.  

In the lost sheep and lost coin Jesus combines a story about a shepherd with one 
about a woman so that each, in some sense, stands for God! 

Theological Training 

As the master Teacher, Jesus concerned himself with the spiritual development of 
his disciples. To accomplish this goal, he engaged in conversation with them.  

The Gospels repeatedly show Jesus's willingness to include women in such 
theological discussions. Consider (as already discussed above)… 

• The Canaanite woman (Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30)  

• The Woman at the Well in Samaria (John 4:1-42). Specifically vv20-21 

Notice the unusual and radical nature of Jesus' departure from the cultural norm! 

Jesus' female students bore the ___________  _____________ of his teaching. At 
Lazarus's tomb, Martha clearly knew and reaffirmed Jesus' true identity: "I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world" (John 
11:27).  

Compare this to _______________ confession at Caesarea Philippi (Matt 16:13-17; 
Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-20). 

The Resurrection 

The _______________ witnesses of the resurrection (both to see Jesus, and to tell 
others of His appearances) were all women (Mark 16:1-8, 9-11). 

When the other Apostles were told, they did not believe.  Perhaps the idea of 
resurrection was too difficult to comprehend, or perhaps the belief in a woman’s 
testimony was usually called into question - even viewed as inadmissible in most 
Jewish legal contexts.   

But later, the Resurrected Christ would confront and rebuke these men (Mark 
16:14), “for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed 
those who had seen Him after He had risen.” 

“Jesus obviously showed a counter-cultural confidence in these women 
eyewitnesses, now serving as ‘apostles to the apostles.’”  

(Richard Bauckham; “Gospel Women”; Eerdmans, 2002) 
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SUMMARY: 
Despite the uniqueness and the breakout advances of Jesus’ teachings, actions, 
and supernatural demonstrations of power - Jesus never explicitly promotes an 
egalitarian agenda. 

At the same time, He challenges the cultural norms of male-dominated systems of 
religion and domestic life through His example and His attitudes. 

Thus far, in our study:  since the Creation, the Fall of Mankind, throughout OT 
Law and history, and now with the incarnate Lord - there has not been a single 
command or example of a woman being reprimanded for teaching, for usurping a 
man’s authority, or for assuming a leadership role other than that of priest.  Women 
have occupied every leadership role, other than priest, even against the backdrop 
of a male-dominated culture, and even while still abiding under the Old Mosaic 
Law. 
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