
LESSON 6D:  1 CORINTHIANS 14 
October 13, 2019 

REVIEW 
Giftedness of the Church 

• Paul recognizes the unique and wonderful giftedness that God has bestowed 
on every member of the church… 

vv27-31 

27Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.  

• first are apostles, 
• second are prophets, 
• third are teachers, 
• then those who do miracles, 
• those who have the gift of healing, 
• those who can help others, 
• those who have the gift of leadership, 
• those who speak in unknown languages. 

• Prophecy holds highest status:  Paul repeatedly states that the gift of 
prophecy is the gift one ought to seek after most.  It seems to hold a “higher 
status” than the other giftings. 

• Gifts for all:  Paul makes it clear in 1 Cor. 12:7, God gives to each of us not 
just some. This means everyone, including women. 

• Is prayer a “gift”?  Interesting that prayer is not listed as a spiritual gift.  
[[Question: But does that mean it is not a spiritual gift?]] 

• A complete list?  Is this an exhaustive list?  If not… 

• What are the qualifications of considering something a “spiritual gift”?   

• 1 Cor. 12:7 makes it clear: “To each is given…for the common good.” 

• Distributed by God:  How does a person receive a certain spiritual gift?  Is it 
based on their good works?  Their gender?  1 Cor. 12:11 states, “All these are 
empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as He wills.”  Gifts are given according to God’s sovereignty! 
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1 CORINTHIANS 14 

Overall Theme 

The Central theme of this section:   
1 Cor 14:33a 
“For God is not a God of confusion, but of peace” 
1 Corinthians 14:26-39 

[A Call to Orderly Worship] 
v26  Well, my brothers and sisters, let’s summarize. When you meet together, one 
will sing, another will teach, another will tell some special revelation God has given, 
one will speak in tongues, and another will interpret what is said. But everything that 
is done must strengthen all of you. 
v27  No more than two or three should speak in tongues. They must speak one at a 
time, and someone must interpret what they say.  But if no one is present who can 
interpret, they must be silent in your church meeting and speak in tongues to God 
privately. 

v29  Let two or three people prophesy, and let the others evaluate what is said. v30  
But if someone is prophesying and another person receives a revelation from the 
Lord, the one who is speaking must stop.  In this way, all who prophesy will have a 
turn to speak, one after the other, so that everyone will learn and be encouraged.  
Remember that people who prophesy are in control of their spirit and can take turns.  
For God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the meetings of God’s holy 
people. 

v34  Women should be silent during the church meetings. It is not proper for them to 
speak. They should be submissive, just as the law says. 35If they have any 
questions, they should ask their husbands at home, for it is improper for women to 
speak in church meetings. 
[Some manuscripts place verses 34-35 after 14:40] 

v36  Or do you think God’s word originated with you Corinthians? Are you the only 
ones to whom it was given?  If you claim to be a prophet or think you are spiritual, 
you should recognize that what I am saying is a command from the Lord himself.  
But if you do not recognize this, you yourself will not be recognized. 
[Some manuscripts read If you are ignorant of this, stay in your ignorance.] 

39So, my dear brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking 
in tongues. But be sure that everything is done properly and in order. 
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THE PROBLEMS WITH VV34-35 

There are at least three issues that make interpretation of verses 34-35 difficult. 

Problem #1:  Paul seems to contradict himself. 

At first glance, vv34-35 seem to be a blanket command that women are never 
allowed to speak at all in the church. However, earlier in 1 Corinthians 11:5 Paul 
affirmed that women were allowed to pray and prophesy in the church gathering. 

Problem #2:  The text does not “fit” the flow 

The text of vv34-35 seems to fall from the sky - an apparent side point, perhaps?  
As though Paul was saying, “And while I’m talking about this…” 

Many Bible translators are unsure where to place the text (later “Western 
manuscripts” placed the text at the end of the chapter). 

Problem #3:  Regarding the “Law” 

What is meant by the “law” (nomos) mentioned in verse 34?  

Dr. John Gustavson states,  

"There is not one trace from Genesis to Malachi of any such prohibition of women 
to literally keep silent in the church nor is there a single word in the whole 'law of 
Moses' dealing with the subject." 

1) God’s words after the Fall? 
• Based on God’s words, after the Original Sin, in Genesis 3:16? 

2) The Old Testament in General? 
• Several commentaries and theologians, including Wayne Grudem, claims that 

“the Law” probably refers to the Old Testament in general, and Genesis 2 in 
particular “where Adam is the ‘firstborn’.” (Grudem 1988:223).  

3) The Rabinnical Law? 
• According to the Jewish historian, Josephus:  In gatherings for worship, the 

ancient synagogue forbade women to speak in practice as well as principle (Str-B 
3:467). 
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4) The Roman Law? 
• There were many Roman laws that governed various religious observances in the 

Roman world. Presbyterian pastor Richard Kroeger believes that  

“Paul is referring to laws passed by the Roman Senate that were designed to curb 
women from engaging in wild, orgiastic Bacchanal (celebration around Bacchus, 
the Roman God of Wine) worship. The Christian women in Corinth may have 
imitated Bacchanalian worship styles in church meetings, and so Paul instructs 
them in 14:34-35 to be silent, control themselves, and stop acting disgracefully.”  

[[At this point, please consult the handout:  “Possible Explanations of 
14:34-36 - A Summation”]] 

ADDITIONAL NOTES TO HANDOUT: 

REGARDING EXPLANATION #6: A QUOTATION 

Part of the challenge comes from the fact that early manuscripts were written in 
either all capital letters (called Uncials) or all lower case letters (called Miniscules) 
and lacked three very important things that you and I take for granted: spaces 
between words, punctuation, and paragraphs. 

This means that in some places (this being one of them) it can be complicated to 
discern the unit of thought and proper translation of the text, especially when it 
comes to where sentences begin and end. 

Perhaps Paul is responding to a specific statement sent to him?  According to this 
view, vv34-35 would be “seen” in quotations with Paul’s rebuttal beginning in verse 
36, “Did the word of God originate with you?" 

Why the Explanation Works: 
1)  Paul has already been quoting throughout the letter 

Paul answers questions that have been posed to him by the Corinthians in a 
previous letter written to him. He begins his answer with the phrase "now 
concerning" and often quotes what they have said in their letter to him. 
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A clear example of this is 1 Corinthians 7:1 where he says,  

Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to 
touch a woman.  

There is wide-spread agreement among New Testament scholars that the part of 
the phrase, “it is not good for a man to touch a woman,” is a statement made by 
the Corinthians in their previous letter to Paul. He repeats it here as a means of 
introducing the topic for discussion. 

Another example is 12:1 where he says, "Now concerning spiritual gifts," an 
indication that he is now addressing questions they had posed to him about 
spiritual gifts. Not only in 7:1 and 12:1, but in other sections of the letter, such as 
1:12; 3:4; 6:12; 8:1; and 10:23. Paul alludes to things the Corinthians themselves 
have said and then responds. 

2) The Use of Eta 

There is strong textual evidence that in 14:34-35, Paul is quoting what the 
Corinthians said in their letter to him for the purpose of refuting it. 

Expletive of Disassociation 
Paul's use of a tiny Greek word/letter at the beginning of verse 36, and coming 
immediately after the statement about women being silent, sheds light. The word is 
given through the letter eta, η, which is often used in Greek as what some call an 
"expletive of disassociation" such as the English expression, "Rubbish!" or 
"Nonsense!" or "Get out of here!" Although the word can have various uses (it can 
also be translated, “or…”) this use was common in the New Testament era and is 
often used in this manner by Paul himself to express disapproval of the previous 
statement.  The tone is an “expletive of disassociation” but the correct term for this 
literary device is a “disjunctive particle.” 

Disjunctive Particle of Separation 
The disjunctive particle of separation, eta (η), has the following usages according to 
Bauer, Gingrich and Danker (A Greek-English Lexicon of the Greek New Testament 
and Other Early Christian Literature, page 342):  

I. Disjunctive  
A. Or, separating: 

1. Opposites 
2. Related and similar terms, where one can take the place of the other or 

one supplements the other. 
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3. η-η  Either-or 
B. In negative statements η comes to mean nor, or, when it introduces the 

second, third, etc. item generally, η often occurs in interrogative sentences 
C. To introduce and to add rhetorical questions 

1. to introduce a question which is parallel to a preceding one or 
supplements 

2. in the second member of direct or indirect double questions 
3. used with interrogative word, mostly after another interrogative sentence 

II. As a particle denoting comparison 
A. after a comparative before the other member of the comparison  
B. also without a preceding comparative 

1. with verbs without 
2. after the positive degree 
3. η is used in comparison with the idea of exclusion  

With appreciation from William E. Wenstrom, Jr. Bible Ministries 

In 1 Corinthians 6:15-16, for example, Paul uses  η in this way as a rebuttal to a 
rhetorical question. After informing the Corinthians that they are members of 
Christ's body, he asks,  

“Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away 
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?…” 

…He then answers his own question with "Never!" - the NKJV translates it as 
"Certainly not!” with an immediate eta η to follow, expressing the disjunctive nature: 

“Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with 
her?!”  

[Yes, I added the additional exclamation point - as Paul would have probably done 
if he had punctuation to work with!] 

If we were to insert “What?” or “Nonsense!” or “No way!” wherever we see η in 
front of Paul’s questions, we’d have a much clearer idea of what Paul meant. 
Notice his use of η in the questions he directed to his Corinthian correspondence: 

- 1 Cor. 1:13 

η (No way!) Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 

- 1 Cor. 6:2 

η (What?) Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? 
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- 1 Cor. 6:9 

η (Nonsense!) Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? 

- 1 Cor. 6:16 

η (No way!) Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one 
with her in body? 

- 1 Cor. 6:19 

η (What?) Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 
you, whom you have received from God? 

- 1 Cor. 7:16 

Or η (What?) how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 

- 1 Cor. 9:6 

Or η (Nonsense!) is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living? 

- 1 Cor. 9:7 

η (No way!) Who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk? 

- 1 Cor. 9:8 

η (What?) Doesn’t the Law say the same thing? 

- 1 Cor. 9:10 

η (No way!) Surely he says this for us, doesn’t he? 

- 1 Cor. 10:22 

η (Nonsense!) Are we trying to arouse the Lord’s jealousy? 

- 1 Cor. 11:22 

Or η (What?) do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have 
nothing? 

- 1 Cor. 14:36a 

η (Nonsense!) Did the word of God originate with you? 

- 1 Cor. 14:36b 

Or η (What?) are you the only people it has reached? 
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So when we read 1 Corinthians 14:36… 

What? Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? Or has it come to 
you only? 

Notice how Paul used this expletive of disassociation twice in rapid succession in 
1 Cor. 14:36. You can see that Paul was probably quoting a slogan of some of the 
Corinthian believers. Paul didn’t agree with them when they said, “For it is 
disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.” 

With this knowledge, we might read vv34-37 this way: 

“The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, 
but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says. If they desire to learn 
anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman 
to speak in church.” 

v36  What?! Was it from you Corinthians that the word of God first went forth? Or 
what - has it come to you only?!   If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let 
him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. 
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