
LESSON 6C:  1 CORINTHIANS 14 
October 6, 2019 

INTRO:  The OT Prophecy 

Joel 2:28-29 
“It will come about after this 
That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind… 

Fulfilled in Acts 2:14-18 
But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: 
“Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give 
heed to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the [9 
a.m.] third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 

v17 ‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, 
‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; 
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
And your young men shall see visions, 
And your old men shall dream dreams; 
Even on My bondslaves, both men and women, 
I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit 
And they shall prophesy. 



Origin of this Series 
Remember the Beginning of this Series, I stated that this study 
was not as concerned with the “liberation of women” as with 
ACCESSING the potential that women have.


In a time when women leaders are not only necessary, but 
crucial to Kingdom movement, we ought to understand, 
inventory and use the unique giftedness of women.


Is it possible that women possess spiritual gifts that we’ve not 
allowed ourselves to access?  How might the church benefit from 
these gifts?


DEFINITION OF “SPIRITUAL GIFT” 

The word normally translated "gift" in the New Testament is the Greek word 
charismata. The word means "gifts of grace" or “grace-endowments”and refers to 
the gifts or special abilities God has given believers through the Holy Spirit.  (1 Cor. 
12:4, 9, 28, 30, 31) 
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Spiritual Gift Lists 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

v4  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of 
ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God 
who works all things in all persons.  

v7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word 
of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and 
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of 
miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  

v11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually just as He wills. 

vv27-31 

27Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.  
[[I like how the NLT interprets v28, below]] 

• first are apostles, 
• second are prophets, 
• third are teachers, 
• then those who do miracles, 
• those who have the gift of healing, 
• those who can help others, 
• those who have the gift of leadership, 
• those who speak in unknown languages. 

Romans 
12:6–8 1 Corinthians 12:8–10 1 Corinthians 

12:28–30
Ephesians 
4:11 1 Peter 4:11

1.Prophecy

2.Serving

3.Teaching

4.Exhortation

5.Giving

6.Leadership

7.Mercy

1.Word of wisdom

2.Word of knowledge

3.Faith

4.Gifts of healings

5.Miracles

6.Prophecy

7.Distinguishing between 

spirits

8.Tongues

9.Interpretation of tongues

1.Apostle

2.Prophet

3.Teacher

4.Miracles

5.Kinds of healings

6.Helps

7.Administration

8.Tongues

1.Apostle

2.Prophet

3.Evangelist

4.Pastor

5.Teacher

1.Whoever speaks

2.Whoever renders 

service
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29All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, 
are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30All do not have gifts of 
healings, do they? [[Paul skips past “helping” and “administrating/leadership”]] All do not 
speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they? 31But earnestly desire 
the greater gifts. 

NOTES: 

• Paul repeatedly states that the gift of prophecy is the gift one ought to seek 
after most.  It seems to hold a “higher status” than the other giftings. 

• Paul makes it clear in 1 Cor. 12:7, God gives to each of us not just some. 
This means everyone, including women. 

• PRAYER is not listed as a spiritual gift.  [[Question: But does that mean it is 
not a spiritual gift?]] 

• Is this an EXHAUSTIVE list?  If not… 

• What are the QUALIFICATIONS of considering something a “spiritual gift”?  
What spiritual gifts would you add to this list? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Stipulations for both the Church and the Individual: 
1 Cor. 12:7, 11, 14, 21 

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good… [given to 
be a blessing for the common good of the church, not just for self] 

“All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as He wills… [given according to God’s sovereignty; given to all] 

“For the body does not consist of one member but of many… [the variety of 
giftedness is recognized, respected, used and celebrated] 

“The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’… [we are encouraged to 
use the spiritual gifts of another person; it is wrong to believe and express disdain 
or to give no recognition of another person’s giftedness] 
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1 CORINTHIANS 14 

Overall Theme 

The Central theme of this section:   
1 Cor 14:33a 
“For God is not a God of confusion, but of peace” 

“Confusion” translated Gr, akatastasia (pronounced aka-tas-taSEE-a) 

(Paul once wrote how akatastasia was one of the things he had had to suffer from 
those who were hostile to the preaching of the gospel, along with afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, and imprisonments (2 Cor. 6:4b-5a). 

Q:  Is this the central theme of this chapter?  What do you think?  What other 
themes are present? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

The Text 
1 Corinthians 14:1 
1Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy.  

1 Corinthians 14:2-3 
2  For one who speaks in a tongue* does not speak to men but to God; for no one 
understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries. But one who prophesies speaks 
to men for edification and exhortation and consolation. 4One who speaks in a 
tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. 

* Other translations use the phrase “unknown tongue” to discern that this kind of tongue-speaking 
was different than what they experienced in Acts 2, when the HS caused people to speak in 
native languages.  (Also in 14:4, 5, 13, 14, 18, 22, 26, 27, 28, 39)


Paul is giving more “discernment advice” concerning this newness of “freedom in 
Christ.”  ALL of these gifts are good!  But Paul makes it clear that some are of 
greater value than others.
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v5 
Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; 
and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he 
interprets, so that the church may receive edifying. 

The entire text, beginning in v6-40  NLT 
v6  Dear brothers and sisters, if I should come to you speaking in an unknown 
language, how would that help you? But if I bring you a revelation or some special 
knowledge or prophecy or teaching, that will be helpful. Even lifeless instruments 
like the flute or the harp must play the notes clearly, or no one will recognize the 
melody.  And if the bugler doesn’t sound a clear call, how will the soldiers know they 
are being called to battle? 

v9  It’s the same for you. If you speak to people in words they don’t understand, how 
will they know what you are saying? You might as well be talking into empty space. 

v10 There are many different languages in the world, and every language has 
meaning.  But if I don’t understand a language, I will be a foreigner to someone who 
speaks it, and the one who speaks it will be a foreigner to me.  And the same is true 
for you. Since you are so eager to have the special abilities the Spirit gives, seek 
those that will strengthen the whole church. 

v13  So anyone who speaks in tongues should pray also for the ability to interpret 
what has been said.  For if I pray in tongues, my spirit is praying, but I don’t 
understand what I am saying. 

v15Well then, what shall I do? I will pray in the spirit, and I will also pray in words I 
understand. I will sing in the spirit, and I will also sing in words I understand.  For if 
you praise God only in the spirit, how can those who don’t understand you praise 
God along with you? How can they join you in giving thanks when they don’t 
understand what you are saying?  You will be giving thanks very well, but it won’t 
strengthen the people who hear you. 

v18  I thank God that I speak in tongues more than any of you.  But in a church 
meeting I would rather speak five understandable words to help others than ten 
thousand words in an unknown language. 

v20  Dear brothers and sisters, don’t be childish in your understanding of these 
things. Be innocent as babies when it comes to evil, but be mature in understanding 
matters of this kind.  It is written in the Law  [see Isa 28:11-12] 

“I will speak to my own people 
through strange languages 
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and through the lips of foreigners. 
But even then, they will not listen to me,” 
says the Lord. 

v22  So you see that speaking in tongues is a sign, not for believers, but for 
unbelievers. Prophecy, however, is for the benefit of believers, not unbelievers.  
Even so, if unbelievers or people who don’t understand these things come into your 
church meeting and hear everyone speaking in an unknown language, they will think 
you are crazy.  

v24  But if all of you are prophesying, and unbelievers or people who don’t 
understand these things come into your meeting, they will be convicted of sin and 
judged by what you say. As they listen, their secret thoughts will be exposed, and 
they will fall to their knees and worship God, declaring, “God is truly here among 
you.” 

[A Call to Orderly Worship] 
v26  Well, my brothers and sisters, let’s summarize. When you meet together, one 
will sing, another will teach, another will tell some special revelation God has given, 
one will speak in tongues, and another will interpret what is said. But everything that 
is done must strengthen all of you. 
v27  No more than two or three should speak in tongues. They must speak one at a 
time, and someone must interpret what they say.  But if no one is present who can 
interpret, they must be silent in your church meeting and speak in tongues to God 
privately. 

v29  Let two or three people prophesy, and let the others evaluate what is said. v30  
But if someone is prophesying and another person receives a revelation from the 
Lord, the one who is speaking must stop.  In this way, all who prophesy will have a 
turn to speak, one after the other, so that everyone will learn and be encouraged.  
Remember that people who prophesy are in control of their spirit and can take turns.  
For God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the meetings of God’s holy 
people. 

v34  Women should be silent during the church meetings. It is not proper for them to 
speak. They should be submissive, just as the law says. 35If they have any 
questions, they should ask their husbands at home, for it is improper for women to 
speak in church meetings. 
[Some manuscripts place verses 34-35 after 14:40] 

v36  Or do you think God’s word originated with you Corinthians? Are you the only 
ones to whom it was given?  If you claim to be a prophet or think you are spiritual, 
you should recognize that what I am saying is a command from the Lord himself.  
But if you do not recognize this, you yourself will not be recognized. 
[Some manuscripts read If you are ignorant of this, stay in your ignorance.] 
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39So, my dear brothers and sisters, be eager to prophesy, and don’t forbid speaking 
in tongues. But be sure that everything is done properly and in order. 

Q:  Summarize the problems that Paul seems to be addressing in this chapter. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

INTERPRETING VERSES 34-35… 

1)  THE ISSUE 

Q:  What is the background issue that Paul is addressing in these verses? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

The following theories are given from an assortment of sources, in both the 
“complimentary” and the “egalitarian” camps: 

A) Unlearned women were asking BASIC questions? 

Craig S. Keener, scholar and professor, believes that the problem being addressed 
in 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 was that women were interrupting the flow of 
congregational meetings by asking too many basic questions. He writes,  

“Throughout the first-century Mediterranean world, novices were expected to learn 
quietly, but more advanced students were expected to interrupt all kinds of public 
lectures with questions.”  

Keener believes that the Corinthian women may not have realized that interrupting 
the meetings with their very basic questions was culturally inappropriate, even 
shameful. 

B) Women using church as a place of gossip & chatter? 

In his Homily 9 on First Timothy, Early Church Father John Chrysostom wrote that 
the Corinthian women regarded congregational meetings as “an opportunity for 
socializing and recreation.” He observed that they chatted more during church 
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gatherings then they did in the marketplace or the public bath. Chrysostom wrote 
that this idle conversation brought confusion into church meetings.   

Many other scholars would follow Chrysostom’s belief that the instructions in 
verses 34-35 were designed to prohibit nuisance chatter from the women.  

Laleō 
To support this understanding, some people have interpreted the Greek word laleō, 
used in both verse 34 and 35, to mean “chatter” or “babbling”. Laleō, however, is a 
very common word in the New Testament which simply means “speak”. Moreover, 
in the immediate context surrounding verses 34-35, Paul used the word laleō three 
times to refer to the speaking ministries of tongues and prophecy, and not to 
chatter (1 Cor. 14:27-29). 

C) These were the pre-existing rules of synagogue worship? 

From Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible: 

Jewish synagogue; there, we are told the men came to teach, and the women "to 
hear": and one of their canons runs thus:  "a woman may not read (that is, in the 
law), "in the congregation", or church, because of the honour of the congregation;’' 
for they thought it a dishonourable thing to a public assembly for a woman to read, 
though they even allowed a child to do it that was capable of it.   

Q:  If so, then is Paul simply agreeing with the Judaism “laws” regarding 
synagogue? (see v34) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Synagogue Worship 
Archaeology has revealed how synagogue worship would function, with men and 
women sitting on opposite sides of the room in worship.  Perhaps the women were 
shouting questions at their husbands, who would have been more schooled in the 
Old Testament. (hence v35, “let them ask their husbands at home”.) 

However, Kris Valloton makes the point that the Corinthians came from a pagan 
background, and thus, the husbands would have known no more about the Jewish 
backdrop to the Gospel than their wives. Remember the Corinthians would have 
been a mixture of Jews and Gentiles, as were most of the congregations Paul 
planted. (Some evidence of this is 1 Corinthians 12:13, and that at least three of 
the people mentioned in the letter were Jews: Aquila, Priscilla, and Crispus.) 
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D) Women were evaluating prophecies - an exercise of spiritual authority? 

1 Corinthians chapter 14 is largely advice concerned with the regulation of 
prophecy in church meetings. In v29 Paul wrote, “Two or three prophets should 
speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said.”  

With this context in mind, Wayne Grudem proposes that Paul’s intent in 14:34-35 
is to silence women from evaluating prophecy: 

On this view, Paul would be saying, “Let the others [that is the rest of the 
congregation] weigh what is said [by the prophets . . . but] the women should keep 
silence in the churches.” In other words, women could not give spoken criticisms 
of the prophecies . . . 
(Grudem’s use of square brackets) 

Grudem goes on to say that women may evaluate prophecy silently in their own 
mind, but cannot voice these evaluations audibly.   

However, Grudem acknowledges that Paul allows women to pray, speak in 
tongues, and prophesy aloud in church meetings; yet he maintains that women 
may not minister in any way that can be construed as exercising spiritual authority.  
Prophecy is arguably an influential ministry which can carry a great deal of spiritual 
authority. And Paul lists the ministry of prophecy before the ministry of teaching in 
the lists of ministries in 1 Corinthians 12:28 and in Ephesians 4:11 (cf. Eph. 2:20a; 
3:5b). So it is unclear why Grudem considers the ministry of prophecy as lacking 
spiritual authority. 

E) Women were asking prophets personal questions 

Ben Witherington takes into account the broader Corinthian culture in trying to 
determine the meaning of 14:34-35. Witherington believes it is very likely that the 
Christians in Corinth, in particular, those with pagan backgrounds, had 
incorporated inappropriate pagan worship practices into Christian worship. 
(Witherington 1995:274; cf. Keener 1992:78; Kroeger 1978) 

Since the sixth-century BC, Greece was famous for the oracle at Delphi. In the 
Temple of Apollos at Delphi, a prophetess called the Pythia would respond to 
questions asked from inquirers. In ancient times, people travelled great distances 
to ask the Pythia questions. Witherington suggests this following context for 
14:34-35: 

It is very believable that these women [in the Corinthian church] assumed that 
Christian prophets or prophetesses functioned much like the oracle at Delphi, who 
only prophesied in response to questions, including questions about purely 
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personal matters. Paul argues that Christian prophecy is different: Prophets and 
prophetesses speak in response to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, without any 
human priming of the pump. Paul then limits such questions to another location, 
namely home. 

By mistaking the true function of prophets, the women were hampering the real 
ministry of Christian prophecy and may have been asking questions about 
mundane, domestic concerns that would not have interested others. If 
Witherington’s suggestion is correct, and Paul sought to silence the women from 
asking personal questions of the prophets then, again, 14:34-35 cannot be used to 
silence gifted women with a valid speaking ministry. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2)  THE PROBLEMS WITH VV34-35 
There are at least three issues that make interpretation of verses 34-35 difficult. 

Problem #1:  Paul seems to contradict himself. 

At first glance, vv34-35 seem to be a blanket command that women are never 
allowed to speak at all in the church. However, earlier in 1 Corinthians 11:5 Paul 
affirmed that women were allowed to pray and prophesy in the church gathering. 

How do we reconcile this perceived contradiction? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Problem #2:  The text does not “fit” the flow 

The text of vv34-35 seems to fall from the sky - an apparent side point, perhaps?  
As though Paul was saying, “And while I’m talking about this…” 

Many Bible translators are unsure where to place the text (later “Western 
manuscripts” placed the text at the end of the chapter), or how to address the 
strangeness - consider the following examples: 
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Examples of other Bible translations: 

New Revised Standard Version 

33for God is a God not of disorder but of peace. 

(As in all the churches of the saints, 34women should be silent in the churches. 
For they are not permitted to speak, but should be subordinate, as the law also 
says. 35If there is anything they desire to know, let them ask their husbands at 
home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 

14.35 Other ancient authorities put verses 34-35 after verse 40 

36Or did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only ones it has 
reached?) 

37Anyone who claims to be a prophet, or to have spiritual powers…  

King James Version 

33For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the 
saints. 

34Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith 
the law. 

35And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a 
shame for women to speak in the church. 

36What? came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you only? 

English Standard Version 

33For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. 

[[new paragraph begins, mid-verse]] 

As in all the churches of the saints, 34the women should keep silent in the 
churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as 
the Law also says. 35If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their 
husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 

36Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it 
has reached?  

11
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New American Bible (Revised Edition)  [[6% of Americans favor this version]] 

33since he is not the God of disorder but of peace. 

As in all the churches of the holy ones, 

[14:33b–36] Verse 33b may belong with what precedes, so that the new paragraph 
would begin only with 1 Cor 14:34. 1 Cor 14:34–35 change the subject. These two 
verses have the theme of submission in common with 1 Cor 14:11 despite 
differences in vocabulary, and a concern with what is or is not becoming; but it is 
difficult to harmonize the injunction to silence here with 1 Cor 11 which appears to 
take it for granted that women do pray and prophesy aloud in the assembly (cf. 
1 Cor 11:5, 13). Hence the verses are often considered an interpolation, 
reflecting the discipline of later churches; such an interpolation would have to have 
antedated our manuscripts, all of which contain them, though some transpose 
them to the very end of the chapter. 

34women should keep silent in the churches, for they are not allowed to speak, but 
should be subordinate, as even the law says.1 

35But if they want to learn anything, they should ask their husbands at home. For it 
is improper for a woman to speak in the church. 36Did the word of God go forth 
from you? Or has it come to you alone? 

Problem #3:  Regarding the “Law” 

What is meant by the “law” (nomos) mentioned in verse 34? Nowhere in the 
Hebrew Bible, referred to in the New Testament as “the Law” (nomos), does it 
command or instruct women to be silent, or to be in submission. Yet Chrysostom, 
Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther and many other theologians took “the Law” in 
14:34-35 to refer to the Old Testament, and specifically to Genesis 3:16. 

1) God’s words after the Fall? 
In Genesis 3:16 

16To the woman He said, 
“I will greatly multiply 
Your pain in childbirth, 
In pain you will bring forth children; 
Yet your desire will be for your husband, 
And he will rule over you.” 
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2) The Old Testament in General? 
Several commentaries and theologians, including Wayne Grudem, claims that “the 
Law” probably refers to the Old Testament in general, and Genesis 2 in particular 
“where Adam is the ‘firstborn’.” (Grudem 1988:223).  As we have already 
discussed, they tend to use the created order (primogeniture) of Adam first, and 
Eve second, to support their view that God has ordained men to have authority 
over women - and to thus provide the reasoning for Paul’s request of silence. 

3) The Rabinnical Law 
As already noted, the Hebrew Bible contains no instructions, or even 
encouragements, for women to be silent or submissive.  Jim Reiher suggests that 
since the Greek Christians in Corinth would not have known the Jewish law as well 
as the Jewish Christians, it is possible that perhaps the people who were trying to 
silence women in the Corinthian church mentioned “the Law” to support their 
traditional view. 

But then why would Paul advocate a rabbinical law, in the context of freedom in 
Christ? 

4) The Roman Law 
There were many Roman laws that governed various religious observances in the 
Roman world. Presbyterian pastor Richard Kroeger believes that  

“Paul is referring to laws passed by the Roman Senate that were designed to curb 
women from engaging in wild, orgiastic Bacchanal (celebration around Bacchus, 
the Roman God of Wine) worship. The Christian women in Corinth may have 
imitated Bacchanalian worship styles in church meetings, and so Paul instructs 
them in 14:34-35 to be silent, control themselves, and stop acting disgracefully.”  

However, as Grudem writes that “in the 119 occurrences of the word “law” (nomos) 
in Paul’s letters it never unambiguously refers to either Rabbinic law or Roman 
Law.”  

Cynthia Long Westfall, a Canadian theology professor, on the other hand, states 
that nomos is used here with “its most common meaning ‘rule, principle, norm.'” 
According to this understanding, women were to be quiet and behave according to 
the cultural norms of the day. 

13



3)  POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS 

A)  An Interpolation:  Paul did not actually write these verses 

An interpolation is a textual insertion, usually during scribal transmission 
(sometimes a scribe’s note on the margin that later becomes accidentally inserted). 

Several scholars have argued that Paul did not write these verses, that they were 
added into the manuscript tradition by more conservative scribes.  It is true that 
vv34-35 have been moved to the end of the chapter in several late manuscripts.  
And it makes perfect sense to see why someone might consider them dislocated 
(as evidenced above by Bible translations).  The verses interrupt the flow of 
thought. 

B)  Invisible Quotation Marks:  A Corinthian or Jewish Slogan 

Part of the challenge comes from the fact that early manuscripts were written in 
either all capital letters (called Uncials) or all lower case letters (called Miniscules) 
and lacked three very important things that you and I take for granted: spaces 
between words, punctuation, and paragraphs. 

This means that in some places (this being one of them) it can be complicated to 
discern the unit of thought and proper translation of the text, especially when it 
comes to where sentences begin and end. 

Perhaps Paul is responding to a specific statement sent to him?  We see him 
respond accordingly with several previous “slogans” (such as “all things are 
lawful”).  See also 6:12; 7:1; 8:1; and 10:23. 

According to this view, vv34-35 would be “seen” in quotations with Paul’s rebuttal 
beginning in verse 36, “Did the word of God originate with you?" 

C)  The Corinthian Synagogue:  Limited to a Specific Situation 

Perhaps vv34-35 apply merely to a specific situation in Corinth not replicated in 
all churches everywhere. Verse 33b (“as in all the congregations of the Lord’s 
people”) can arguably be taken as the end of the previous paragraph rather than as 
an introduction to verses 34–35.  

Craig Blomberg, editor of “Two Views on Women in Ministry” writes,  
14



“Given the lack of education of most women in Paul’s world, and given possible 
parallels with segregated synagogue seating that relegated women more to the 
periphery of the congregation, making them prone to chattering or gossip rather 
than full involvement in worship, one can see how Paul might have wanted to 
silence particularly disruptive behavior in Corinth. Perhaps the questions these 
women were asking were very elementary ones that distracted from the flow of 
teaching or worship and were better dealt with privately (v. 35).” 

But then, we already know that Paul writes of several well-educated and gifted 
women in his churches - as well as many uneducated men.  Would he apply 
silence to all women? 

D)  Glossolalia:  No More Speaking in Tongues 

Definition of “glossolalia”:  the speaking in tongues; (from Greek glōssa, 
“tongue,” and lalia, “talking”) 

Paul, throughout this chapter, deals with problems regarding prophecy and 
tongues. Since tongues seem to have gotten most out of hand, and by analogy 
with Greco-Roman religions in which women at times exhibited ecstatic or out-of-
control forms of public speaking, perhaps Paul is merely telling the women in 
Corinth not to speak in tongues (glossolalia). 

Note that in 1 Corinthians 14, the verb for “speak”  appears twenty-one times 
outside of its puzzling uses in verses 34–35, and in twenty of these instances it 
refers to a very limited kind of speech—prophecy, the evaluation of prophecy, 
tongues, or the interpretation of tongues. And a sizable majority of these uses do 
refer to glossolalia. 

E)  Evaluation of Prophecy is not a Spiritual Gift? 

If Paul believed the highest level of church leadership was reserved for men, then it 
could be that he is telling the women (at least in his day) to be silent merely in that 
one specific context. They are not to usurp the authority of the male leaders in 
pronouncing authoritatively on any disputed prophecy.  

It is significant that the very last topic Paul addressed before these strangely 
intrusive comments about women is prophecy and its evaluation (vv. 29– 33a). 

It is even possible to combine this interpretation with elements of the third view 
surveyed above and envision that women were asking disruptive questions as part 
of the evaluation of prophecy.  

This still would leave the question of “what is the law referring to?” unanswered.
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