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Session 9 
4:12-19 

Study Guide 

 
As with so much of 1 Peter, this pericope deals with the question of how we’re to understand 
the suffering of faithful people.  Biblical scholar David Bartlett offers three suggestions you 
might find helpful as you work through these verses:  
 

• First, suffering may be test of our faith and, thereby, our convictions as Jesus-followers 
are strengthened. 

• Second, suffering provides us the opportunity to participate in Jesus’ own story, not only 
his passion but the promise of the glory at his story’s end. 

• Third, we should suffer in accordance with God’s will (see question 8 below). 
  
 
4:12-16 
1) Verse 12 makes reference to a “fiery ordeal” [NRSV].  Regrettably, we’ve no way of knowing 
precisely to what this refers.  It may refer to a ratcheting-up of the persecution the letter’s 
recipients were experiencing as Jesus-followers or it might just be Peter using more 
inflammatory (pardon the pun) rhetoric about the slander, etc. they had been suffering all 
along.  In any case, why do you think Peter admonishes them “do not be surprised”? 
 
2) Verse 13 can be read as a particularly clear statement of one of 1 Peter’s main themes.  Note 
the word sharing.  In the Greek, the word is the verb form of koinonia, which means fellowship 
or community so that, literally, Peter is telling the recipients of the letter to rejoice in 
“fellowshipping” Jesus’ suffering.  Why would he say that? 
 
3) In verses 14-16 Peter makes an interesting theological point.  Essentially he argues that 
suffering for Christ is a blessing.  How, do you suppose, suffering—even for Jesus—can be a 
blessing?  It might be helpful to consider this in view of what he says in verse 15 that they don’t 
want to suffer for being a criminal but only for being a follower of Jesus and verse 16 that there 
is no disgrace in suffering for Jesus. 
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 4) Note Peter’s use in verse 16 of the term “Christian” in referring to the letter’s recipients.  
This was not a common term for Jesus-followers until later in the 1st century.  Its use here may 
indicate that the term was not Peter’s but one used of Jesus-followers by those among whom 
the Jesus-followers lived.  Its use also suggests that 1 Peter was written later in the 1st century 
rather than earlier. 
  
4:17-19 
5) Verse 17 says that judgment begins with the house or household of God, a clear indication 
that judgment begins with the community of Jesus-followers.  In other words, God won’t judge 
non-Jesus-followers first.  Note that it also says, “For the time has come for judgment to 
begin…” which can be read as a suggestion that the present suffering of the Jesus-followers and 
subsequent judgment is itself sign of history moving toward its climax.  This reflects the mindset 
we’ve encountered before, i.e. the belief common among early Jesus followers that Jesus’ 
return—and, therefore, the so-called “end times”—was imminent.  Which raises a question for 
Jesus-followers today: how might your discipleship now be different if you believed Jesus’ 
return and judgment was a matter of just hours or days? 
 
6) Verse 19 constitutes the end toward which verses 12-18 have been moving.  Note what it 
says: in the face of their present suffering and judgment Jesus-followers were called to do two 
things—trust in God, who will judge them but do so with justice and mercy, and continue 
“doing good,” which means continue to seek and do the will of God. 
 
7) Note the reference in verse 19 to God as “Creator.”  This is the only place in the entire New 
Testament where God is referred to with precisely this term.  Within the context of the 
pericope (4:12-19) in particular and the letter as a whole, what is significant about using this 
particular term to refer to God? 
 
8) In verse 19, what do you suppose “suffering in accordance with God’s will” [NRSV] means? 
  
 

 


