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Session 7 
3:8-22 

Study Guide 

 
  
  
3:8-12 
1) Verse 8 is directed at fellow Jesus-followers although, clearly, it is not limited to just them.  
These are admonitions equally appropriate for all people.  Similarly, the first half of verse 9 
(which echoes Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount), while directed at fellow Jesus-
followers, is appropriate behavior towards everyone.  But how, do you suppose, are we to 
understand the second half of verse 9?  Is Peter really suggesting that we behave in this way 
toward others in order to “inherit a blessing” [NIV]?  You might wish to reflect a moment on the 
Lord’s Prayer… 
 
2) Verses 10-12 are a quote from Psalm 34:12-16, which not only reiterates what Peter says in 
verse 9 but resonates with the book of James (for example, chapter 3).  Verse 12, however, is a 
tad curious.  Is Peter here saying that the Lord only listens to the prayers of the righteous? 
 
 
3:13-22  
These verses are a particular reminder—yet again—that 1 Peter was written to exiles, Jesus-
followers who were on the receiving end of slander if not outright persecution for their faith.  
To the extent that was the case, they experienced suffering.  The collective focus of these 
verses is how, in the face of suffering, they were to hold on to the promise of God’s blessings 
while, at same time, acting in appropriate ways toward those hostile to them.  Peter’s 
argument reflects what he said in 2:13-3:7 (discussed in Session 6); here, as there, the teaching 
is as applicable to Jesus-followers now as then. 
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3:13-15a 
3) Two interpretation questions: First, what do you think Peter means by “do not fear what 
they fear” and, second, by “in your hearts, set apart Christ as Lord” [both NIV]? 
    
3:15b-16 
4) Again, Peter addresses the importance as exiles of living in ways that will not give those 
among whom the exiles are living reason to criticize them.  While it is true that we first-world 
Jesus-followers today live in societies increasingly indifferent (and, at times, antagonistic) 
toward Christianity, it is rare (relatively speaking) that we face outright persecution.  But we are 
still called to live in ways that will put as at odds with society as a whole and other people can 
and do react to that in various ways.  Peter’s warnings are still applicable to us but at what 
point does our desire to avoid conflict begin to compromise our commitment to faithful 
discipleship? 
 
5) Following from the previous question, the case can be made that people are not antagonistic 
toward Jesus-followers today because they dislike Jesus and his teachings but because they 
dislike Christianity—which is to say, they dislike what the church has done with Jesus’ 
teachings.  This is a way that exiles today are different from exiles in Peter’s time.  The exiles in 
Peter’s time were not representatives of an institutionalized religion (that wouldn’t happen for 
another 200+ years) but of a faith that prescribed a particular way of life.  Another way of 
putting it is this: exiles then were Jesus-followers because of their discipleship; exiles now tend 
to be Jesus-followers because of their church membership.  Would your understanding and 
practice of being a Jesus-follower now be different if you were living it apart from any 
connection with a church?  Do you think non-Jesus-followers would react any differently to you 
if that was the case? 
 
3:17-18 
6) In verse 17 we once again encounter the relationship between God and suffering and, again, 
it’s difficult to make the argument that God willingly visits suffering on God’s people.  What, 
therefore, do you believe Peter is saying here? 
 
7) What does “put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit” [NIV] say to you? 
 
3:19-22 
8) This is one of strangest passages not just in 1 Peter but in all Scripture.  It’s a difficult passage 
to translate, let alone clarify (and we’ll encounter a similar statement being made in 4:6).  There 
are multiple explanations of verses 19-20 in particular, but perhaps the least troublesome is the 
following: After Jesus’ resurrection, he went to the “place of the dead” and preached to the 
spirits of those who, in contrast to Noah, were disobedient to God’s commands and perished in 
the flood.  Why Jesus would do this to begin with or what he preached when there is unclear. 
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9) Peter uses Noah and the flood as a prefiguring of Christian baptism.  Admittedly, it requires 
some exegetical athleticism to make such a connection but, most likely, his point is this: like 
Noah and his family relative to the rest of humanity, Jesus-followers in Asia Minor will be 
blessed while those who are not Jesus-followers are destined for destruction.  In other words, 
choosing to ignore the demands of the Kingdom has serious consequences. 
 
10) Verse 22 makes an important point that is worth taking some time to ponder: For all the 
importance of baptism, baptism doesn’t save you, the resurrected Christ saves you. 
 
  
 


