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Session 5 
2:11-17 

Study Guide 

 
2:11-4:11 is the heart of 1 Peter.  It deals specifically with how we, as Jesus-followers in exile, 
are to live. 
  
2:11 
1) In this verse, Peter introduces the duality of worldly, sinful desires over against the sphere of 
the soul.  Therefore, Jesus-followers and those among whom they live represent the 
confrontation of two ways of relating to the world: things of the flesh for those who choose not 
to follow Jesus and things of the soul and Spirit for those who do.  This, in fact, is a 
manifestation of what Peter sees as bigger struggle between God and Satan or God and so-
called powers and principalities.  The challenge here is that pitting God against Satan tends to 
ignore the fact that powers and principalities are themselves human constructs.  Which raises a 
question: what responsibility do you, as a Jesus-follower, feel for changing such powers and 
principalities so they more nearly align with the Kingdom? 
 
2:12 
2) First, a small (but important) translation issue: “pagans” [NIV] is probably best understood 
here as Gentiles who are not followers of Jesus.  That said, do you see a connection between 
this verse and what we often refer to as “lifestyle evangelism”? 
  
2:13-14 
3) Verse 13 begins with the word “submit” as in “be subject to.”  This is an important idea that 
will inform much of what Peter says about the specific behaviors of Jesus-followers.  And the 
first such behavior, not surprisingly, is obedience to authority. Thus, we probably want to 
understand For the Lord’s sake… in terms of following Jesus’ example of humble obedience. 
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4) In discussing obedience to authority, Peter specifically identifies government officials 
(emperor and governors).  Given that, first, the recipients of Peter’s letters were exiles who, 
second, as Jesus-followers, pledged their first allegiance to God, why would obedience to 
government officials be important enough to Peter to discuss first? 
  
5) Do you think Peter is arguing that there is some kind of Divine chain of command (God > 
emperor > governor)?  Do you feel there’s such a chain? 
 
2:15 
6) Note how Peter explains God’s will: Jesus-followers, through how they behave, are not to 
give their detractors ammunition to use against them but, instead, demonstrate they are at 
least as good (or better) citizens than people who are not Jesus-followers. 
  
2:16 
7) Peter here makes a critically important point: Christian freedom is not freedom to do what 
we want but to do what, in the eyes of God, is right.  What are the implications of this for how 
Jesus-followers are to be properly submissive to governmental authorities? 
  
2:17 
8) Peter states that while we are to “honor everyone” [NRSV] we are to love other Jesus-
followers.  Do you think we are to understand this literally, and only love other Jesus-followers? 
 
9) Similarly, Peter says we are to honor those in authority (and if not the individual, the office) 
but fear only God.  In this context, how do you understand what Peter means by “fear”? 
 

 


