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Session 3 
1:13-25 

Study Guide 

 
Last week, we saw that in 1:3-12 Peter praises God for the gifts God gives to God’s people.  This 
week, in 1:13-25, Peter discusses how Jesus followers are to live in response to these gifts. 
  
1:13 
1) This verse begins, “Therefore…”  You may wish to revisit last week’s reading (1:3-12) for 
context; this week’s reading is a consequence of last week’s. 
 
2) Some translation matters: “prepare your minds for action” literally means “gird the loins of 
your mind”; “be self-controlled” literally means “be sober”; “grace” in this context more nearly 
means “salvation,” not “grace” as you’d otherwise understand it.  
 
3) Peter here is clearly arguing that, as Jesus followers, we are to live in hope.  But key to 
understanding what Peter means by this is to appreciate that this is not passive hope, waiting 
for something to happen, but active hope, i.e. being ready to work and having all your wits 
about you.  Consider what the connection is between salvation (grace) and our ability to have 
active hope.  Also, remember that in the New Testament in general, hope is not just optimism 
but a confident expectation of good based upon the work and promises of God. 
  
1:14-16 
4) Look first at verse 16—the quote is from Leviticus.  What do you think Peter’s point is in 
quoting these particular words?  Peter is talking about obedience (look at verse 14); what is the 
connection between obedience and living as a holy people?  (See also verses 23-25 below.) 
 
5) Verse 17 is rather ambiguous, especially in the original Greek, but see if you can parse out 
what Peter is saying here.  It has something to do with whom we ultimately serve as Jesus 
followers and the role of judgment. 
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1:18-19 
6) Peter is here discussing redemption, specifically the price paid for our redemption.  He also is 
beginning to talk about suffering—Christ’s and ours.  Two questions to consider: 
   a) What do you think Peter means with his reference to the “precious blood of Christ, a  
         lamb without blemish or defect” and why would he use that reference here? 
   b) What is the connection Peter is making between suffering and hope? 
  

1:20-21 
7) There are significant echoes of John 1 and this verse.  Notice the logic of Peter’s argument 
here: if, from the foundation of the world, Jesus was destined to redeem us then, from the 
foundation of the world, we’re destined to be God’s people.  If that’s true, why does Peter then 
say it was “revealed in these last times* for your sake”? 
 
*Peter’s use of “last times” reveals the extent to which the early church believed that Jesus’ 
return was imminent, at least in their lifetimes.  Since Jesus clearly didn’t return during their 
lifetimes, we’re left with two possibilities: the early church was wrong in its understanding or 
“last times” must be understood as referring to all time post Jesus’ resurrection…which is to say 
that all time and human history is divided into pre-resurrection, post-resurrection. 
 
1:22 
8) Peter again mentions obedience but note that here he specifically indicates obedience to the 
Truth. What, according to Peter, is one of (perhaps the) first outcome(s) of obedience to the 
Truth? 
 
9) The case can be made that, as a whole, 1 Peter can be read as a call to community, 
specifically, a community of love for all people.  Why would this be important if the people to 
whom Peter is writing are exiles?  You may wish to look again at our previous discussion of 
what is meant in 1 Peter by exiles. 
  
1:23-25 
10) Peter here uses “born again” language.  Normally, we associate new birth, being born again, 
with the work of the Holy Spirit, especially at baptism.  But Peter says something rather 
different: we are born again through the “living and enduring Word of God” (an idea 
emphasized through his use in verse 24 of a quote from Isaiah 40).  Why would Peter say this 
and why is thinking of new life in this way significant, especially to the rest of the arguments he 
makes in the letter?  It may help to understand that Peter is using “Word” to refer not only to 
Jesus (i.e. the Word become flesh) but also the example of Jesus’ life, particularly his obedience 
(that word again) to the Father. 
 
              
 


