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Session 2 
1:1-12 

Study Guide 

 
Much of what 1 Peter says is best interpreted through the lens of a particular identity.  The 
letter characterizes Jesus followers (at least those in the geographic areas to which the letter 
was originally directed) as exiles.  I urge you in your work through 1 Peter to consider your own 
identity as a Jesus follower in terms of being an exile. 
 
1:1-2  
1) Note that Peter refers to the recipients of the letter—and, by extension, you and me—as 
exiles [NIV says strangers but exiles is probably a better translation].  This is significant, not only 
for this particular letter, but for how we properly understand our identity as Jesus followers.  
What difference would it make to your walk with the Lord if you thought of yourself first as an 
exile?  What would being an exile mean to you and how would that impact choices you make 
for how you live your life? 
 
2)  In verse 2, note the descriptors Peter uses for exiles:  chosen, destined, sanctified, obedient.  
Why are those particular descriptors significant? To what extent do you feel they apply to you? 
 
3) Note, in verse 2, the trinitarian formulation—God the Father, Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ—and 
the role each plays in our identity as exiles.  This will take on particular importance later in the 
letter. 
 
1:3-5 
4) Being an exile doesn’t have uniformly positive connotations.  People are often forced into 
exile because of the actions of others or as punishment.  Nonetheless, Peter (verse 3) speaks of 
exile in terms of mercy and the gift of new life.  Where would there be mercy in beginning to 
think of yourself as an exile?  How could such thinking be understood as a gift of new life? 
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5) New birth is not a new idea—remember Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:1-21).  
Additionally, both Jesus himself and the early church thought of following Jesus in terms of 
dying to one life to be born into a new life.  But Peter also says we are born into a “living hope.”  
What do you think Peter means by “living hope”?  
 
6) Peter writes of a “new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade, kept in heaven for you.” 
    a) What’s the connection between “living hope” and the resurrection? 
    b) What is the “inheritance” Peter speaks of and how does it not perish? 
 
7) Verse 5 is a challenge.  That Jesus followers, through faith, are “shielded by God’s power” 
seems straight-forward enough, but what do you think Peter means by saying “until the coming 
of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time”?  Here’s a hint for you to consider: 
is your salvation complete right now, or will it only be complete when Jesus returns and the 
Kingdom reigns on earth? 
 
1:6-9 
8) In these verses, Peter makes the curious claim that just as gold is refined through fire, 
genuine faith is refined through suffering.  This raises a question that will accompany us 
through our time with 1 Peter: does God send suffering or use suffering?  In other words, does 
God send suffering to test us or are we destined to suffer because that’s the unavoidable 
consequence of broken creatures living in a broken creation and God simply takes that suffering 
and uses it for good?  A case can be made from Scripture for both, but what do you think? You 
may find it helpful to consider this statement: with God, suffering is purposeful; without God, 
it’s not. 
 
1:10-12 
9) These verses confront us with the pitfall of seeing what we know as the Old Testament as a 
document continually pointing toward Jesus.  It’s a pitfall because we have to decide how much 
of Jesus we find in the Old Testament is really there and how much has just been read back into 
the text by well-meaning but overly-zealous Christians.  Peter is here making a remarkable 
claim: the Old Testament prophets knew themselves to be speaking not only to the Israelites of 
that time but also to those small bands of Jesus followers who, in the future, though widely-
dispersed, would constitute the early church.  Put another way, Peter is saying that the pre-
existent Christ was present in the Spirit to the prophets, bearing witness to himself long before 
his earthly ministry. 
 
If this seems far-fetched to you, look at John 1:1-5 or Colossians 1:15-20. 
 
How do we hold in tension respect for the Old Testament as the Holy Scriptures of our Jewish 
sisters and brothers with our profession, as Jesus followers, that Jesus is the Messiah toward 
which the prophets pointed? 


