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• Considering violence in all it’s forms, not just 
gun violence;

• Not just peace but shalom;
• If violence is a spiritual issue, the challenge is 

how to talk about it in the public square in 
spiritual terms.
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• Talmud: “The entire Torah is for the sake of the 
ways of shalom.”

• Talmud: “The name of God is ‘Peace’.”



“The webbing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, 
fulfillment, and delight is what the Hebrew prophets call shalom. 
We call it peace but it means far more than mere peace of mind or 
a cease-fire between enemies. In the Bible, shalom means 
universal flourishing, wholeness and delight – a rich state of affairs 
in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully 
employed, a state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its 
Creator and Savior opens doors and welcomes the creatures in 
whom he delights. Shalom, in other words, is the way things ought 
to be.”              --Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin



“For thus says the Lord of hosts…These are the 
things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one 
another, render in your gates judgments that are true 
and make for peace, do not devise evil in your hearts 
against one another, and love no false oath; for all 
these are things I hate, says the Lord.” 

Zechariah 8:-14-17



In the Old Testament, peace, truth, and justice are 
parallel terms wherein peace is not seen as merely 
tranquility and order but as a deep commitment to 
truth and the work of justice. An attack on any one is 
an attack on all three. Violence, therefore, is not an 
attack on peace but also on truth and justice.
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Why would violence be a spiritual issue?

“Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness… So God created 
humankind in his image , in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.”

--Genesis 1:26a, 27
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within each of us there is a spark of the divine, a 
spark fanned into flame by the Holy Spirit.
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All human beings are created in the image of God and 
within each of us there is a spark of the divine, a 
spark fanned into flame by the Holy Spirit.

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…”
--Jeremiah 1:5a


