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November 7, 2022 
 
My sisters and brothers in Christ: 
 
In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he says something pretty remarkable.  It’s one of those places in 
Scripture where, if you aren’t reading closely, you can skate right past the profundity.  It’s in chapter 
two.  After encouraging the Philippians to be humble and one in spirit, to live as children of God (with all 
that that means) in the midst of a “crooked and depraved” world, Paul says this: 
 

You [should] shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life… 
 
Wow. 
 
Whether we think of this as privilege or responsibility—or both—what a remarkable way to think of our 
role in making the Kingdom a reality!  We are to shine like stars, which is to say, we are to model a way 
through the darkness of a broken world, and that we do so by holding out the word of life, the Gospel 
promise of peace and wholeness now and eternal life in the future. 
 
I don’t know how often we think of our individual walks with Jesus in these terms, let alone our 
collective life together as a family of faith.  But we should.  We should see ourselves, individually and as 
members of the church, as shining stars holding out the word of life. 
 
There is no doubt that your financial support of CENTRALongmont pays for salaries and utilities and 
insurance, all the often rather mundane obligations required to keep the doors of the church open and 
our many ministries and missions up and running.  But that’s not the most important thing your financial 
support makes possible.  Not by a long shot.  The most important thing your financial support makes 
possible is creating and maintaining a space from which we shine and share the Word.  
 
On behalf of the Session, I urge you to fill out and return by December 4th the enclosed pledge card, 
prayerfully committing all you possibly can of your time, your talents, and your financial support.  Copies 
of the projected budget for 2023 are available for your consideration in Fellowship Hall, and Ruling 
Elders and I are available to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 

 
Rev. Dr. David Barker 
Pastor 
 


