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Statement 4 
 

Statement of faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America 
 

“We believe that the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to 

glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, and during this age to 

convict men, regenerate the believing sinner, indwell, 

guide, instruct, and empower the believer for godly 

living and service.” 

This We Believe 

“The Holy Spirit” 
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Booklet 4 of 12 in the series, “This We Believe” on the 

Statement of Faith of the Evangelical Free Church of 

Unless otherwise noted all scripture quotations are from the New International 

Version of the Holy Bible. 

Parts of this publication are taken from the sermon       

entitled, “The Holy Spirit” by Senior Pastor Doug  Wieber 

of His Place Church July 13, 2003 at His Place Church in 

Post Falls, Idaho. 

Tapes and/or CD’s of the sermon, “The Holy Spirit” are 

available at His Place Church by calling 208-777-9654 or 

toll free at 800-574-1855. 

TD 7/5/05 

3079 East 16th Avenue 
Post Falls, ID 83854 

208.777.9654 
www.hisplace.org 

His Place  
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questions 

 
  

1. How does our understanding of who the Holy Spirit is 
affect our relationship with Him? 

 
   
 
   
 
  
2. If the Holy Spirit is God, what can He do not only in us 

but with us and through us? 
 
   
  
 
  
  
3. If the Holy Spirit lives inside of me (us) what more do I 

need to be the kind of person that God wants me to be? 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
4. Am I experiencing on a regular basis the absolute power 

of God working in and through my life?  Why or why not? 
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 So far, we have discussed the Bible, God, and Jesus. 

As we continue to take on the task to understand what the 

Bible says, we need to remember that what we are trying to 

do is not find out what we want the Bible to say, or even 

what others have told us about the Bible, what we are doing 

is digging to find the truth. This is very important to remem-

ber as we study the fourth article in our Statement of Faith.  

 

“We believe that the ministry of the Holy Spirit 

is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, and during 

this age to convict men, regenerate the believing 

sinner, indwell, guide, instruct, and empower 

the believer for godly living and service.” 

 

  There may not be any greater area of disagreement 

in church culture today than that of the subject of the Holy 

Spirit. Churches can fall into two great extremes when it 

comes to the Holy Spirit. One is neglect and the other is 

abuse. Some, in seeking special work in their lives, go to 

the great extremes, using the Holy Spirit to fill their own 

personal, non-biblical needs, while others in reaction to the 

pursuit of emotional experience ignore or neglect who the 

Spirit actually is and what He does. Either of these ex-

tremes is detrimental to a godly life in Christ. We need to 

understand who the Holy Spirit is and then, understanding 

who the Spirit is, we need to mold our lives the way God has 

intended them to be. 

 

  Again, please remember that our task is to under-

stand what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit, not what we 

want it to say, nor just what we have heard others say. 

 

  In our study we will be looking at the person of the 

Holy Spirit, (His personality, His Deity,  His work, and what 

we are to do about it.) 
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PERSONALITY 
 

The first thing that is important to note is the Holy 
Spirit’s personality. Now, we are not talking about the same 
thing that we think of when we are talking about someone’s 
personality. We are talking about the Spirit’s personhood. 
What we mean is that the Holy Spirit is a Person. One of the 
difficulties that we have in understanding or relating to the 
Spirit is that we think of Him as some sort of ethereal force. 
Since the Holy Spirit does not have a body, it is sometimes 
difficult for us to think of Him as a person. For some, this 
problem is enhanced because of some of the early transla-
tors calling the Holy Spirit the Holy Ghost. 

 

1.  The Holy Spirit has the characteristics of a person. 
 

Intellect 
The Holy Spirit has intellect. He knows the thoughts 
of God. (Isaiah 11:2, Romans 8:27; 1 Corinthians 
2:10-11;  Ephesians 1:17) 

 

Emotions 
  The Holy Spirit has emotions. (Romans 8:27; Ephe-

sians 4:30; Hebrews 10:29) 
 

Will 
   Along with intellect and emotions the Holy Sprit has 

a will. (Acts 16:6-10; 1 Corinthians 12:11) 
 

2.  The Holy Spirit is referred to as a person 
 

  Not only does the Spirit have characteristics of a 
person, He is also referred to as a person in John 16:5-15 
and Ephesians 1:14. In these two passages the Holy Spirit 
is referred to with the personal pronoun “He”. It is also par-
ticularly interesting that in the John verses, “Counselor” is 
a neuter noun, meaning that the noun is neither  masculine 
nor feminine in grammatical gender. However, the pronoun 
“He” is personal and masculine. It could even be said that 
John 16:5-15 has poor grammar but good theology.  
   

HIS PERSON (Who He Is) 
 

13 

the power of God in our everyday lives.  We must let the 
Spirit of God be God or it is just like putting out a fire. 
 

3.  Walking with the Spirit 
Galatians 5:16-25, Romans 8  

 

  We have to move beyond the two negative concepts 
of not grieving the Spirit and not quenching the Spirit to a 
positive one. Paul tells the Galatians believers to keep in 
step with the Spirit. Like in a band or in the military, there is 
a cadence and those marching are to keep in step. In Ro-
mans 8 Paul says to be controlled by the Spirit. It is our de-
cision when and if we choose to allow Him to control our 
lives. The Holy Spirit will teach, guide, comfort, empower 
for ministry, give victory over sin, and glorify Christ through 
us in ways that cannot be explained apart from Him working 
in our lives.   
 
  Christianity is not just a belief system. It is meant to 
be a radical experience of Almighty God, living and working 
in our lives. Are you experiencing that? 
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the Holy Spirit much less experiencing Him. It is impossible 
for anyone to have or get any more of the Holy Spirit than 
He actually gives. But, it is entirely possible for people to 
experience less of the power and ministry of the Holy Spirit 

than they receive at salvation. Ephesians 5:18 says, “Do not 

get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 

filled with the Spirit.”. First, notice that it is in the present 
imperative command, meaning you could say “be being 
filled” or “continue being filled.”  It is the Spirit that does the 
filling, but it is totally up to us to cooperate. One definition 
of the filling of the Spirit is to allow Him to do all that He 
came to do in a person’s life. We simply need to decide who 
is going to be boss.  Look at the comparison Paul makes. 
We are to not turn over control of our lives to alcohol. We 
are, however, to turn control over to the Holy Spirit. We all 
realize that when a man or woman is drunk they are not in 
control. We also know that it  is a conscious choice to drink. 
We are the ones who decide if we are going to turn control 
over. In the same way we are commanded to make a con-
scious choice of who will control our lives, us or the Holy 
Spirit. The second thing that we need to notice is that this is 
a continuous act. It is not a one time act. We are instructed 
to keep being filled. It is a constant, moment by moment de-
cision. The bottom line is that we must choose to cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit or not.   
 

1.  Grieving the Spirit 
Ephesians 4:30 

 

  Grieving the Spirit has to do with doing things that 
the Spirit says “No” to. It can be going to extremes like we 
mentioned earlier or it can be actually moving from liberty 
to license and choosing to move into sin. If we don’t want to 
grieve God’s Spirit we cannot do what He tells us not to do. 
 

2.  Quenching the Spirit 
1 Thessalonians 5:19 

 

  This is not doing what the Spirit wants to do. If we 
grieve the Spirit by doing what He does not want, we 
quench Him by refusing to let Him be and do all He wants in 
our lives. It is here that many of us fail in our experience of 
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 The Holy Spirit is more than personality, He is also 

Deity. In other words the Holy Spirit is God. Throughout the 

Old and New Testaments the Spirit of God, the Spirit of 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit are used interchangeably. The 

following verses demonstrate the deity of the Holy Spirit.  

 

DEITY 
 

1.  He has the attributes of God 
 

Omniscience 
Isaiah 11:2; 1 Corinthians 2:11-12 

 

Omnipresence  
Psalm 139:7 

 

Omnipotent 
Job 3:3-4; Romans 8:11; Romans 15:19 

 

Eternality 
Hebrews 9:14 

 

Holiness 
Romans 1:4 

 

2.  He does the works of God 
 

Creating 
Genesis 1:2; Psalm 104:30 

 

Giving Life 
Romans 8:2; 8:11 
 

Regenerating 
John 3:5-6 

  

3. He is associated equally with the other two mem-
bers of the Trinity. 

 Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 HIS POWER (Deity) 
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4. He is called God 
 

 The New Testament attributes work to the Holy 
Spirit that the Old Testament says God did: 

 

 Compare Isaiah 6:1-13 w/ Acts 28:25 
Compare Jeremiah 31:31-34 w/ Heb. 10:15-17 

 

 He can be blasphemed 
 Matthew 12:31-34 
 

 Lying to Him is lying to God 
 Acts 5:3-4 
 

 God indwells the believer by the Spirit 
 Ephesians 2:19-22 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 
 
 Some people have the mistaken notion that the Holy 
Spirit is just a New Testament character. It is important to 
note that He is not. As we have seen, the Holy Spirit is part 
of the Trinity and as such is involved throughout history.  
 

1. He was involved in creation 
Genesis 1:1-2; Psalm 104:30 

 

2. He came upon people to empower them for spe-
cific tasks 
Genesis 41:38; Numbers 27:18; Judges 3:9-10; 1 Samuel  
10:9-10; Daniel 4:8; 1 Peter 1:11 

 

3. He was the source of Biblical revelation 
2 Peter 1:19-21 

 

IN CHRIST’S LIFE 
 

1. He was active in Christ’s virgin birth 
Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:35 

 

2.  He was active in Christ’s baptism 
Mark 1:10-11 

HIS WORK (What He Does) 

 

11 

  The great purpose and privilege of every life is to 
bring glory to Christ. It is also the purpose of the Holy 
Spirit. Some have suggested that one way to test whether 
something is really of the Holy Spirit is if it glorifies Christ 
rather than the Spirit. 
  

10.  Gifting 
1 Corinthians 12:8-11; Ephesians 4:12; 1 Peter 4:10 

 

  The Bible teaches that each believer is given spiri-
tual gifts. They may be somehow related to natural abilities 
and or talents, but they are more than that.  They are the 
capacities for divine service. They are given for the mutual 
edification (building up) of the body of Christ which is His 
Church. Some men and women may have more than one 
spiritual gift, but everyone has at least one; and no one has 
all of the gifts. There is a wide variety of gifts, some public 
and some private. That diversity is purposeful; It produces 
unity. As His church, we need each other to accomplish 
what God has for us.  
 

11. Filling 
Ephesians  5:15 

 

  Most of the above listed post-salvation ministries of 
the Holy Spirit are conditional on the concept of being filled 
with the Spirit. It is here that all the above listed ministries 
of the Spirit are either released, experienced or shut down. 
The filling or control of the Holy Spirit is very much like an 
automatic fuel shut off for an engine. If it is tripped, every-
thing else may be in perfect working order, but the engine 
will not run, and there is no power.  

 

 

OUR CHOICE 
 
  As we said at the beginning, there are two great ex-
tremes in the church culture today—abuse and neglect. 
Many in conservative evangelical churches are so fearful of 
“going overboard” that they are afraid of even talking about 

WHAT IS OUR PART? 
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5. Guiding  
 Acts 8:29, 10:19-20, 13:2-4, 16:6-7, 20: 22-23;  Romans 

8:16 
 

Most of God’s will can be discerned by simply knowing 
God’s Word. But not all decisions are about right and 
wrong. Many are about what God wants us to be in-
volved in. The Holy Spirit in our lives can guide us as we 
make decisions and allow us to remain in the center of 
God’s will.  

 

6. Assuring 
 Romans 8:15-16; 2 Timothy 1:7 
 

There are times when we can begin to doubt if God 
loves us, or even if we are His children. There are times 
when life bears in and we can begin to live in fear. Dur-
ing those times the Holy Spirit can and will remind us 
and assure us that we indeed belong to and are loved by 
God. 

 

7. Comforting 
 John 14:16, Acts 19:1-7, Romans 8:26-27, Galatians 4:6 
   

One of the great ministries of the Holy Spirit is comfort. 
We live in times of tremendous change, upheaval, fear, 
and frustration. The Holy Spirit brings comfort to our 
soul even when life is in turmoil around us. 

 

8. Praying 
Romans 8:28-29 

 

One of the great frustrations for us is that there are 
times when we honestly don’t know what to pray. The 
Bible promises that if we ask anything according to 
God’s will, He hears and answers us (John 5:14). The 
problem is that it is easy for us to know what our will is, 
but it is sometimes not so clear what God’s will is. Dur-
ing those times, the Bible promises that the Spirit prays 
for us.  That is a very comforting promise. 

  

9. Glorifying Christ Jesus 
John 16:13-14 
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3.  He was active in Christ’s temptation 
Luke 4:1-2 

  

4.  He was active in Christ’s ministry 
John 16:14 

 

IN SALVATION 
 

1.  Before Salvation 
 

  The Holy Spirit is the one who convicts. Interestingly, 

Jesus said the Spirit would convict of three things: sin, 

righteousness, and judgment. It is impossible for someone 

to truly turn to Christ without a deep conviction of their per-

sonal sin, God’s righteousness in providing a Savior, and 

the judgment of sin on the cross. Without the Spirit’s work 

of convicting a person and their willingness to respond, 

there will be no result no matter how articulate our argu-

ments are.  
 

 Convicting 
John 16:8-11 

 

AT SALVATION 
 

The Bible describes a number of things that the Holy 

Spirit does  in  the  lives of every individual at the moment of 

salvation. There has been much discussion about the order 

in which they occur, but our conviction is that they occur 

simultaneously, and that they occur universally—in all be-

lievers. In John 3 we find one of the most well known dis-

cussions in the Bible. Jesus tells Nicodemus that a man or 

women must be “re-born” spiritually to see God. They must 

be regenerated, or born of the Spirit. The Bible describes it 

as becoming a totally new creation in 2 Corinthians 5:17.  

 

1. Regenerating 
Matthew 19:28; John 3:3-7, 3:36; Titus 3:5; Romans 8:9; 
2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:24 
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  Not only does the Holy Spirit regenerate the believer, 

He actually takes up residence in the life of every true be-

liever (Romans 8:9-11). The process by which that indwell-

ing occurs is the baptizing of the Spirit. This is perhaps one 

of the most misunderstood concepts regarding the Holy 

Spirit. There are those who believe that the baptizing work 

of the Spirit is subsequent to, or a later work of salvation. 

This view is not without some biblical evidence. In two (and 

only two) cases the believers were baptized by or into the 

Spirit after the time of their conversion. 

 
  The resurrected Christ told his disciples that they 

would be baptized with the Holy Spirit. This occurred some 

50 days later in Acts chapter 2. The second, in Acts 8, is 

where the Samaritan Christians were introduced for the 

first time to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. These two 

events seem to be best described as the transition between 

the ministry of the Holy Spirit before and after Christ’s as-

cension into heaven. This transition is actually referred to 

by Jesus himself in John 14:16-17. Since this initial transi-

tion, the Bible indicates that the indwelling Holy Spirit has 

been a fact for every true believer. This occurs at the time 

of salvation. (Romans 8:9-11;1 Corinthians 6:19) 

 

2. Baptizing 
1 Corinthians 12:13; Romans 6:1-10; Ephesians 4:5 

 

3. Indwelling 
John 7:7-39, 14:16-17; Acts 11:15-17; Romans 5:5, 8:9-

11; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16, 6:19-20, 12:13; 2 Corin-

thians 5:5; Galatians 3:2, 4:6; 1 John 3:24, 4:13;Jude 19 
 

There is one other great ministry of the Spirit that takes 

place at the point of salvation in a believer’s life. The Bi-

ble says that the Holy Spirit seals us for the day of          

redemption. 
 

4.  Sealing 
Ephesians 1:12-13, 4:30;2 Corinthians 1:22; James 6:27 
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AFTER SALVATION 
 
  The good news doesn’t stop at the point of conver-

sion for the believer. The Holy Spirit is still alive and minis-

tering moment by moment in believers today. 
 

1.  Preserving 
(see above: Sealing) 

 

2.  Sanctifying 
2 Corinthians 3:17-18; Galatians 5:22-23 

 

The Holy Spirit is the one who changes us from the in-

side out.  It is He who produces the fruit of the Spirit 

spoken of in Galatians 5:22-23. 
 

3.  Empowering 
Acts 1:8, Romans 8 

 

The Holy Spirit is able and desires to empower us for 

ministry. It is He who can and will change hearts and 

use our abilities, gifts, and service to make a difference 

in others  lives. It is also He who gives us the very real  

power to have victory over sin. In the physical universe 

we are all bound by the laws of gravity, but there are 

laws that actually supercede the law of gravity. As long 

as we live according to the laws of aerodynamics, we 

are not enslaved to the laws of  gravity. In very much the 

same way, the Holy Spirit frees us to the possibility of 

living free of the slavery to sin. 
 

4.  Teaching 
 John 15:26, 16:12-15;1 Corinthians 2:6-15; John 2:26-27 
 

Spiritual truth can only be understood by spiritual men 

and women. It is not something that can be simply rea-

soned out. While God gifts certain individuals with the 

ability to understand and teach His Word, the Holy Spirit 

is given to all believers, and it is He who leads us into all 

truth. It is He who helps us understand the Word of God. 

It is He who helps us understand the very mind of God. 

 


