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1 

 
Statement 1 

 

Statement of faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America 
 

 
“We believe the Scriptures, both Old and New Testa-
ments, are the inspired Word of God, without error in 
the original writings and are the complete revelation 
of God’s will for the salvation of men and are the di-
vine and final authority of all Christian faith and life.” 

This We Believe 

“The Scripture” 
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Booklet 1 of 12 in the series, “This We Believe” on the        

Statement of Faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America 

and His Place Church in Post Falls, Idaho.  

Unless otherwise noted all scriptures references are from the New International 

Version Bible.  

Parts of this publication are taken from the sermon entitled, 

“The Infallible Word” by Senior Pastor Doug Wieber of His 

Place Church June 22, 2003. 

TD 8/23/06 

Tapes and CD’s of the sermon, “The Infallible Word” are  

available by contacting His Place Church at 208-777-9654 or 

toll free at 800-574-1855. 

3079 East 16th Avenue 
Post Falls, ID 83854 

208.777.9654 
www.hisplace.org 

His Place  
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2. Explain why you believe, or do not believe the Bible is 
God’s Word? 

 
 
 
 
  
    
  
3.   If the Bible is God’s Word, what are its implications for 

our everyday lives? 
 
    
 
  
 
 
  
4. What is one area in your life that you would like to have 

an answer from God’s Word?  How can you find that an-
swer? 
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Series Introduction  
to 

  A number of you have had the experience of building 
a house, having a house built, or at least living in one. There 
are all kinds of steps in the process, but to minimize the 
foundation is a huge mistake. Builders know that if the foun-
dation is not square, then everything else is extremely diffi-
cult. At best, completing the project becomes increasingly 
difficult and frustrating. At worst, if the foundation is not 
solid then everything else is at risk of totally collapsing. 
 
  In this series we are going to take a look at part of 
our spiritual foundation, and our spiritual foundation is built 
on our theology. James describes a double minded man as 
one who is tossed back and forth by every wind of doctrine. 
In other words they really aren’t sure what they believe or 
what they should believe. So every new teaching that 
comes along “sounds good”. There is no solid foundation 
on which to build values, and if the foundation of what we 
believe is cracked, then the life built on that foundation con-
tinually needs to be patched, fixed and shored up.  
 

   

 Our goal in this series is to begin to help you build a 
solid biblical foundation on which you can structure your 
life. We are going to be studying theology. Please don’t 
panic and throw this little booklet away! Theology taught 
and studied correctly is very significant, practical and ex-
citing, because theology is the “study of God”, and  study-
ing God is the most significant thing anyone can study. 

 

  WHY STUDY THEOLOGY? 
 

  Learning about God is a lifetime pursuit. It is never 
completely accomplished. Brad Harper from the Missouri 

“This We Believe” 

THEOLOGY 
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Church Planting seminar of the Evangelical Free Church of 
America stated that, “Theology is taking the manifold truths 
revealed in Scripture and trying to pack them into lunch 
sacks so they can be consumed one subject at a time.” ¹ So 
throughout this study we are going to be packing some 
theological sack lunches. I think there are a couple of key 
reasons why it is important for all of us to be theologians. 
 

1.  We want to know the truth. 
 

  In the introduction to John’s first letter he writes 
about what he has seen, heard, and touched – what he 
knows by all his senses to be true. He uses some form of 
the word “truth” nearly 50 times in his gospel. Theology is 
the pursuit of absolute truth in a relative world. And if we 
can find truth, then there is something on which to anchor 
our lives. Dr. David Wells, professor at Gordon-Cromwell 
Seminary stated," I have watched with growing disbelief as 
the evangelical Church has cheerfully plunged into as-
tounding theological illiteracy. . .The effects of this great 
change in the evangelical soul are evident in every incom-
ing class in seminaries, in most publications, in the great 
majority of churches, in most of their pastors, and in the av-
erage Christian’s life.” ² 

 
  There is a great and legitimate need to take the time-
less truth and communicate it in culturally relevant lan-
guage and style, but the truth itself is never determined by 
pragmatism—by what works. Truth is truth. Again, Brad 
Harper stated it well when he said, “When the church struc-
tures its message according to the felt needs of its audi-
ence it creates a Christianity centered on self. And the ulti-
mate consequence of Christianity centered on self is that 
theology becomes therapy, the search for righteousness is 
replaced by the search for happiness, holiness by whole-
ness, truth by feeling, and God’s sovereignty is diminished 
by whatever it takes to have a good day.” ³ 

 

2.  We want to know the truth. 
 

  In John 8, Jesus tells a group of religious leaders 
that if they knew the truth, the truth would set them free. 
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 Even Jesus submitted His life to the authority of 
God’s written Word. 
 
  Let me conclude by saying this. Those who accept the Bi-
ble’s authority for their lives find that it is true. It has been 
said that Charles Spurgeon was once asked how he would 
defend the Bible. His reply, “In the same way that I would 
defend a lion. I would simply turn it loose.” A lion doesn’t 
need much defending!  It can stand on its own and so can 
God’s Word, the Bible. If you really want to know if this 
book is God’s Word or not, there are answers available—
but the greatest test of all is to read it, obey it, and see what 
happens to you. 

 
  Because the Bible is God’s Word, it is the source for wis-
dom regarding life and godliness. We can choose to ration-
alize it away, ignore it, accept it, or obey it; but it is what it 
is regardless of what we want it to be. There will come a 
day when we will be held accountable to every word of it 
regardless of what we believed about it. Doesn’t that       
dictate that we at least make a considered decision about 
its validity and significance to our lives? I think that there 
may be no more significant question we will ever personally 
address. 
 

 

questions 

 
  
1.  How important is it for us to settle the question “Is the 

Bible really God’s Word?  Why? 
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just a book. It’s the breath of God. If it is indeed His revela-
tion, then it is the source of our understanding of spiritual 
issues. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, 
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  
 
 Let me summarize that verse. Because God wrote it, 

and He wrote it for our benefit, it works. It is profitable for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteous-

ness. The Bible is the one source on which we can build a 

spiritual and moral foundation. 

 

 Even Jesus submitted to the authority of the Bible. 

As recorded in Matthew 4 and Luke 4, when Jesus was 

tempted by Satan, He appealed to the written Word of God. 

In all three of the temptations recorded, Jesus quoted 

Scripture. He wasn’t just hurling out verses, He was stating 

that the written Word of God dictated His responses to life 

and temptation. No matter what others are doing or saying, 

the Word of God is our guide for correct behavior. 

 

 When the religious leaders of Jesus’ day tried to trip 

Him up with a nonsensical philosophical question, Jesus 

replied in Matthew 22:29, “You are in error because you do 

not know the Word of God or the power of God”. Not knowing 

God’s Word always produces error philosophically and 

practically.   

 

 In Matthew 26:51-54, we have the story of Jesus’    

arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. When His disciples 

wanted to defend Him he said,  
 

"Put your sword back in its place, for all who 

draw the sword will die by the sword. Do you 

think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at 

once put at my disposal more than twelve legions 

of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be 

fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?"  
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Free from what? Chaos--Life out of control. Free to what? 
Free to live honoring God. Free to live like they were        
created to live. Free to experience meaning and purpose. 
Although these men were very religious, they were slaves 
to sin. 
 

  Paul challenges Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:16, “Watch 

your life and doctrine closely.  Persevere in them, because if 

you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”  Theol-
ogy is not an end in itself. However, godliness can never be 
achieved apart from it. So in this study we are going to take 
a run at understanding some key theological truths found in 
the twelve point Statement Of Faith of our church.   

 
  Now, please understand that our task is a bit daunt-
ing. We are in no way going to exhaust these topics each 
week and we will leave many questions unanswered. In   
addition to this study there are three things that we can   
offer. 

 

1. A bibliography for further study. 

2. Questions for discussion together with others. 
3. Classes in the future. 

  

 
  The first statement in our Doctrinal Statement of 
Faith is: 
 

“We believe the Scriptures, both Old and 

New Testaments, are the inspired Word of 

God, without error in the original writings 

and are the complete revelation of God’s will 

for the salvation of men and are the divine 

and final authority of all Christian faith 

and life.”    
 
  It is imperative that we start with the Scriptures. It is 
what we believe about the Bible that determines almost 
everything else. If the Bible is the Word of God, then we can 

THE INFALLABLE WORD 
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go to it as our primary source for learning about God. If it is 
just another book, then what it says about God is subject to 
individual interpretation and modification by the reader; but 
if the Bible is indeed God’s Word, then it uniquely holds the 
keys to understanding God Himself. Theology is the study 
of God, but it is through His book the Bible, that we know 
about Him. 
 
  There are a number of key questions that are asked 
about the Bible. How do we know it’s the Word of God? Can 
you prove that? How did we get our English Bible? Doesn’t 
the Bible have errors? These are great questions and we 
will discuss some of those issues very briefly, but we don’t 
have time to answer them completely. My very strong       
encouragement is that if you have those questions, get an 
answer to them, because it is here that the very foundations 
of our faith are based. If the Bible is not God’s Word, then 
the answers to those questions may give you the freedom 
to move on; but if the Bible is God’s Word then you and I are  
accountable to it whether we like it or not. In other words, 
to sit idle and not decide, is to decide the Bible is not the 
Word of God.  
 
  With that in mind, let’s begin this great journey in dis-
covering some of the basics about God and His Word. The 
starting point is to declare that we believe the Bible is 
God’s revelation to us. That means the Bible is not like 
other books. It is a divine Book and contains what God 
wants us to know about Himself. God has chosen to reveal 
Himself to us because He desires us to know Him. If He had 
not revealed Himself, we could not and would not know 
Him. 

 

  God has chosen to reveal Himself in a two major 
ways: GENERAL, and SPECIFIC  revelation. 

 

 GENERAL REVELATION 
(Psalm 19:1-14; Acts 14:8-18, 17:16-34; Romans 1:18-2:16, 10:17-
18) 
  General revelation is revelation that is available to 
anyone any time. God has revealed Himself to all mankind 
in nature and in conscience.   
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are dated far closer to the originals and they are superior in  
accuracy. That is because those who copied the Scriptures 
were generally professional scribes who believed they 
were copying the very words of God. The Massoretes were 
a kind of Jewish union of scribes who controlled the copy-
ing of Scripture. A scribe would copy the Old Testament for 
example, and upon its completion it would have to be 
checked for accuracy before he would get paid for his 
work. That would be done by counting the letters to see if 
the center letter was the one that it was  supposed to be.   

 

  The Dead Sea scrolls yielded copies of OT books 
that were over 1,000 years older than previous texts.  The 
later texts were compared to the scrolls with amazing pre-
cision and accuracy.  

 

 If you have more questions about the transmission of 
the biblical test I would suggest that you reference the   
Bibliography at the end of this book. Let me conclude by 
saying that I believe the Bible is trustworthy as an original 
source document. It was written when it claims to have 
been written, largely by eye witnesses to the accounts. We 
know within 99% accuracy what the original documents 
said, and none of the differences effect doctrine. Those 
who reject the Bible as a primary historically accurate 
document, do so out of  ignorance or bias.  

 

  The last area that we want to think about is the logical 
conclusion of what has already been said. The Bible is au-
thoritative for faith and practice. In other words, the    Bible 
tells us how to live. 

 

  THE BIBLE IS ALIVE 
 

“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper 

than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even 

to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 

judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” 

Hebrews 4:12 
 

  If the Bible is inspired and inerrant, then it is not just 
words printed on a page; It’s not just philosophy. It’s not 
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no man could write if he would and no man would write if 
he could.” 6 The Bible’s teaching on ethics and morals 
surpasses the teachings of every other great religious 
work. 
 

6. Original Manuscripts 
One other thing we must consider is that these claims 
are made of the original manuscripts. There are those 
who would argue that the Bible cannot be trusted be-
cause it is so far removed from the originals. It is true 
that we do not have the original copies and that at some 
point all of the ancient manuscripts differ. But in the   
science of textual criticism, which studies ancient 
manuscript copies with the goal of ascertaining the 
original text, there are certain rules that have been     
established. Textual criticism is done on all ancient lit-
erature including Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey and Plato’s 
Republic.   
 

  In the following chart you will see a comparison     
between some of the manuscript evidence for ancient lit-
erature. Compare those numbers with the over 15,000 
manuscript copies of the Scriptures. 
    

  
 In addition the copies that we have of the Scriptures 
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  God’s fingerprints are seen throughout His creation. 
In fact, a person must consciously ignore those fingerprints 
to not see that nature is the handiwork of God. New discov-
eries in various fields of science, including micro-biology, 
continue to suggest a complex intricacy which can only be 
explained by intelligent design. Throughout the Bible we 
find that “the heavens declare the glory of God” (i.e. Psalm 
19), and because of that clear declaration men and women 
are without excuse if they do not believe that he exists. I 
would strongly suggest that you spend some time reading 
Romans chapters 1 and 2 to see clearly what God says 
about his general revelation to all mankind. 

 

“The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven 

against all the godlessness and wickedness of 

men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 

since what may be known about God is plain to 

them, because God has made it plain to them. 

For since the creation of the world God's invisi-

ble qualities--his eternal power and divine na-

ture--have been clearly seen, being understood 

from what has been made, so that men are with-

out excuse. For although they knew God, they 

neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to 

Him, but their thinking became futile and their 

foolish hearts were darkened. Although they 

claimed to be wise, they became fools and  ex-

changed the glory of the immortal God for   im-

ages made to look like mortal man and birds 

and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave 

them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 

sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies 

with one another. They exchanged the truth of 

God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 

things rather than the Creator--who is forever 

praised. Amen.”  Romans 1:18-25 
 

  To deny the existence of God, after He has made His 
existence so obvious in nature, means that men and women 
must also deny that revelation. Some would ask then, why 
so many people are atheists or agnostics. In this passage 



 

8 

Paul says it is because they want to be. Their problem with 
God is not really intellectual but moral. Although the facts 
are obvious, they deny the facts and re-create gods into the 
image they want. Since to admit there is a God, one has to 
logically be inconsistent to not also admit that we are also 
accountable to Him. 
 
  Not only is God revealed (generally) in nature, but 
also in the human conscience. Paul continues in Romans 

1:32, “Although they know God's righteous decree that those 

who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do 

these very things but also approve of those who  practice them.”  
The issue is not knowing the truth; it is being willing to obey 
the truth. In Romans 2:12-16, we read that God’s laws are 
imprinted in the human conscience. 

 

“If you sin without knowing what you're doing, 

God takes that into account. But if you sin know-

ing full well what you're doing, that's a different 

story entirely. Merely hearing God's law is a 

waste of your time if you don't do what he com-

mands. Doing, not hearing, is what makes the 

difference with God. When outsiders who have 

never heard of God's law follow it more or less by 

instinct, they confirm its truth by their obedience. 

They show that God's law is not something alien, 

imposed on us from without, but woven into the 

very fabric of our creation. There is something 

deep within them that echoes God's yes and no, 

right and wrong. Their response to God's yes and 

no will become public knowledge on the day God 

makes his final decision about every man and 

woman. The Message from God that I proclaim 

through Jesus Christ takes into account all these 

differences.”  Romans 2:12-16, The Message 
 

  Men and women are born with an innate sense of 
right and wrong. To be sure, our consciences can be 
seared because we constantly refuse to obey what we 
know, but God’s standards are initially imprinted on our 
hearts. We all, then, will one day stand before Him without 
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the unique inspiration of Scripture. 
 

1. The Bible’s amazing unity  
The Bible was written by over forty authors over a       
period of 2,000 years from different cultures and         
languages with complete unity in theme and content. 
 

2. The Bible’s amazing historical accuracy 
Two of the greatest archeological scholars in the 20th 

Century are Nelson Gluek of the Hebrew University in 
Israel and William F. Albright of Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. Neither is an evangelical Christian, yet both 
claimed that they had never found an archaeological 
fact that contradicted the Bible. A few years ago while 
visiting in Israel, our guide who was a well known histo-
rian and military figure there stated, “Your Bible is the 
most historically accurate book in the world.  Archeolo-
gists use it to determine where to look for historical     
ruins.” Unfortunately while believing in its historical   
accuracy, he stopped short of its spiritual accuracy.  
 

3. The amazing evidence of fulfilled prophecy 
In Josh McDowell’s book, Evidence that Demands a  
Verdict , he quotes 61 major prophecies about Christ 
that were exactly fulfilled. In addition there are several 
hundred other biblical prophecies that have come to 
pass. 
 

4. The evidence of survivability 
Despite the repeated efforts to eliminate the Bible there 
are over 2 billion copies that have been printed. It has 
been said that the noted French skeptic, Voltaire, stated 
that within 100 years from his time Christianity would be 
a forgotten religion. He has been dead for over 200 
years and there are millions who have never heard of 
him, but have committed their lives to Christ. The very 
house that he lived in later became a place where Bibles 
were printed. 
 

5. The evidence of the Bible’s high moral teaching 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer once said, “The Bible is a book 
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Word. He has revealed Himself in nature, in His son, and in 
His Word. 
 
  The Bible is both human and divine. It was written by 
ordinary human authors, but the Holy Spirit did a miracle in 
using these men to write God’s unique revelation to us. It is 
God’s revelation about life and death, sin and salvation. 

  

GOD’S WORD IS INERRANT 
 

 (Matthew 5:17-19, 22:23-33, 43, 45; Luke 16:17; John 10:33-
36, 17:17; Galatians 3:16) 

 

  We also believe that in writing this book, God made 
sure that it was inerrant. That means that there are no     
errors. Some might hold to the inspiration of the Bible, but 
not to its inerrancy. I think that is logically and theologically 
inconsistent, but it seems that they need some “wiggle” 
room when it comes to scientific, historical, or moral is-
sues. We believe that the Bible is absolutely accurate when 
it comes to science, history, and moral teaching. When 
there are apparent disagreements with science or history, 
further discoveries always verify the teaching of the Bible.   

 
  God promises that His Word is accurate and without  
error. Jesus Himself confirmed his belief in the very words 
of Scripture. In Mathew 5:18, Jesus says, 

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, un-
til heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything 
is accomplished.”   
 

  On a number of occasions He built his argument on 
the very words or letters of the Old Testament. (Matthew 
22:23-33, 43, 45). The Apostle Paul also built his argument 
around  the simple difference between a singular and plural 
word (Galatians 3:16) .  
 

  There is also much external confirming evidence for 
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excuse. 
 

  While this general revelation is enough to condemn 
us, it is not enough to save us. It is designed to be like a 
signpost which leads us towards the God behind creation. 
It causes us to seek God, and when we do, God has given 
special or specific revelation to instruct us how to become 
part of his family.  
 

 SPECIAL REVELATION 
 

  Special revelation also comes in two ways: GOD’S 
WRITTEN REVELATION, THE BIBLE, and HIS LIVING REVELATION, 
JESUS. Michael Andrus stated, “In nature God’s revelation is 
visualized, in Scripture it is verbalized, and in Christ it is 
both”.  There is, by the way, an amazing parallel between 
both: The living and written Words of God. See the chart 
below. 

 

 For this study we are concentrating our discussion 
on the written Word of God, the Bible. 
  How do we know the Bible is the Word of God? Can 
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we prove it? Yes, in about the same way you can prove 
there is electricity. You base your decision on the weight of 
evidence. And when we talk about the evidence for the    
Bible there is both external and internal evidence. The     
external evidence includes things like fulfilled prophecy, 
archeological evidence, etc. Those things outside the Bible 
that argue for it’s accuracy that can only be explained by a 
divine author. The other kind of evidence is internal, that is 
what the Bible claims about itself. 
 

  Before we briefly discuss that evidence, we need to 
say that the Bible is uniquely “inspired” and it is inerrant.   
 

  GOD’S WORD IS INSPIRED 
 

 (Psalm 119; John 10:35, 17:17; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 1 Thes-
salonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21) 
 
  Unfortunately the word inspired is somewhat of a 
poor translation because of what the word means to us in 
English. When we use the word inspired in English, what do 
we mean? It means that someone has had a moment of 
great creativity. He/she is inspired to create or do some-
thing great. Michelangelo was said to be inspired when he 
painted the Sistine Chapel. Sometimes after preaching a 
message someone will come to me and say that I was 
“inspired” on that particular Sunday. (That usually means I 

 

REVELATION 

GENERAL SPECIAL 
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11 

said something that agreed with them. Unfortunately, it also 
says that I am generally not that inspiring!)  
 
  When we use the Word “inspiration” to refer to Scrip-
ture, we are using the term to specifically describe how 
God used the Holy Spirit to communicate His written word 
to us.  In 2 Peter 1:19-21 it says,  

  

“And we have the word of the prophets made 

more  certain, and you will do well to pay atten-

tion to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, 

until the day dawns and the morning star rises 

in your hearts. Above all, you must  understand 

that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 

prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never 

had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy 

Spirit.”   
 

  The Holy Spirit used men to record God’s Word. The 
Bible says that they were “carried along”. Much like a ship 
is carried by the waves of the sea; these men were directed 
by God in a unique way to record his revelation. For exam-
ple in 2 Peter 1:20,21, we read,   

 

“The main thing to keep in mind here is that no  

prophecy of Scripture is a matter of private opin-

ion. And why?  Because it's not something con-

cocted in the human heart. Prophecy resulted 

when the Holy Spirit prompted men and women 

to speak God's Word.”  The Message 
 

 Furthermore,  2 Timothy 3:16-17 says,  

 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.”   
  The phrase that is sometimes translated “inspired” is 
well translated in the NIV version, because it literally means 
“God-breathed. It is literally God’s expression or breath. 
This concept of inspiration is not a description of what man 
did, it is about what God did. God expressed Himself in His 


